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ADVERTISEMENT. 


It  was  Mr.  Quin's  merit  and  good  fortune 
to  open  to  his  fellow-countrymen,  and,  in- 
deed, to  foreign  tourists  in  general,  th^ 
grand  and  peculiar  attractions  which  The 
Danube  had  in  store  for  their  admiration. 
His  "  Steam  Voyage"  down  that  river  has 
been  diffiised  all  over  the  continent,  not  only 
in  the  English,  but  also  in  the  French  and 
German  languages,  and  has  induced  great 
numbers  of  persons  to  visit  scenes  which  had 
been  previously  almost  unknown. 

In  the  present  work,  Mr.  Quin  has  per- 
formed a  similar  office  for  the  river  Moselle, 
which,  although  familiar  as  to  its  name,  on 
account  of  the  exquisite  wines  produced 
upon  its  banks,  has  hitherto   lain  as  much 
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concealed,  from  British  tourists  especially, 
as  the  Danube  itself  previously  to  his  expo- 
sition of  its  wonders  and  beauties.  And  the 
reasons  for  this  neglect  are  obyioos.  In  the 
first  place,  the  Moselle  is  entirely  out  of  the 
highway  (the  Rhine)  of  the  vast  majority 
of  our  summer  emigrants,  whose  object  ge- 
nerally is,  to  visit  the  baths  of  Gennany, 
or  to  proceed  by  Switzerland  into  Italy. 
Although  actually  passing  the  mouth  of 
the  Moselle,  they  never  deviate  into  that 
river,  which  would  cause  delay,  and  must 
be  visited  entirely  for  its  own  sake.  More- 
over, until  very  lately,  there  were  no  steam- 
vessels  on  the  Moselle,  and  the  only  mode 
of  making  a  voyage  upon  it  was  by  means 
of  the  common  passage-boats  of  the  coun- 
try, which  were  small,  inconvenient,  wretch- 
edly managed,  and  by  no  means  free  from 
danger  in  windy  weather ;  nor  were  the  inns 
on  either  bank  at  all  calculated  to  invite 
the  -stranger. 
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But  the  steraier  has  effectually  xedremeA 
tihese  erils.  The  voyage  from  Coblentz  to 
Treves  may  be  easily  made  in  one  day,  and 
it  may  be  asserted  without  fear  of  contra- 
diction,  that  the  beauty  of  the  scenery  on 
the  banks  of  the  Moselle,  between  those 
two  cities,  is  without  rivalry  in  Europe. 
The  visiter  who  chooses  to  linger  on  .those 
banks,  and  to  penetrate  into  the  country 
beyond  them,  will  find  ample  and  delight- 
ful occupation  for  weeks,  amidst  its  innu* 
merable  sylvan  and  most  romantic  charms. 
Ausonius,  one  of  the  later  Latin  poets,  has 
written  an  excellent  poem  in  praise  of  the 
Moselle ;  it  has  figured  much  in  several  of 
the  ancient,  and  in  most  of  the  modem  wars ; 
its  scenes  of  delicious  repose  invited  many 
religious  orders,  in  the  primeval  ages  of 
Christianity,  to  erect  churches  and  monas- 
teries upon  the  hills  that  crown  its  banks. 
The  same  attractions  induced  great  numbers 
of  the  Crusaders,  upon  their  return  from 
62 
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Palestine,  to  fix  their  chateaus  near  those 
holy  places — so  much  so,  that  eight  or  ten 
leagues  of  the  margins  of  this  river  have 
for  ages  preserved  the  title  of  the  "  Vale 
of  Chivalry ;"  nor  is  there  any  country  where 
the  memory  of  Bacchus  is  more  honoured 
than  on  the  banks  of  the  Moselle. 

Besides  his  minute  descriptions  of  the 
Moselle,  Mr.  Quin  presents  us  with  an 
amusing  excursion  up  the  Seine,  and  sketches 
off  in  •a  few  pages  the  principal  beauties  of 
the  Rhine  and  the  Neckar.  Altogether,  his 
work  will  be  found  to  be  the  production  of  no 
common  traveller,  and  it  is  full  of  novelty, 
even  in  these  days  of  perpetual  locomotion. 

With  deep  regret  the  Editor  finds  it  neces- 
sary to  add,  that  the  talented  author  of  this 
work,  whilst  revising  the  proof  sheets,  be- 
came seriously  ill,  and  died  at  Boulogne, 
where  he  had  for  some  time  been  residing 
for  the  benefit  of  his  health. 
London  J  June  3,  1843. 
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Some  time  before  I  set  out  upon  my  late  jour- 
n^  to  Belgium,  Germany,  and  Italy,  I  had 
occasion  to  visit  Paris  on  professional  business,  in 
company  with  my  friend  Mr.  Matbew  Forster, 
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2  PHCENIX    STEAMER. 

now  M.  P.  for  Berwick ;  and  having  learned  from 
the  newspapers  that  a  new  and  powerful  steamer^ 
the  "  Phoenix,"  proposed  to  waft  its  passengers  in 
eighteen  hours  from  the  Iron  Gate  Stairs  of  the 
Tower  to  the  pontt  q[  Havre^  I  gladly  availed 
myself  of  this  mode  of  conveyance,  the  tnore  es- 
pecially as  I  was  thoitnighly  sick  of  the  old  jog- 
trot diligence  along  the  monotonous  route  from 
Calais.  I  was  told  that  a  steamer  in  communica- 
tion with  the  "  Phoenix  "  would  forward  me  on  to 
Rouen ;  but  I  had  no  notion  that  I  could  accom- 
plish  the  whole  way  from  London  to  Paris  by 
steam,  until  I  actually  made  the  experiment.  It  is 
not  a  little  remarkable  that  in  these  days  of  adver- 
tisements and  placards,  so  little  should  have  been 
known  at  this  side  of  the  channel  of  the  facilities 
which  exist  for  varying  the  lines-  and  modes  of 
communication  between  the  two  capitals.  I  ven- 
ture to  say  that  not  two  out  of  ninety-<ei^t  readers 
of  these  pages  have  ever  before  heard  that,  with 
the  exception  of  riding  about  ten  minutes  in  an 
omnibus,  for  which  they  would  pay  the  sum  of  six 
sous,  they  might  tu^nsfar  themselves,  by  the  aid  of 
steam,  fbom  the  Thames  to  die  Tuilerisa 
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Steamars  have  plied  for  some  years  between 
Havre  and  Southampton.  Wilbin  the  last  season 
or  two»  boats  of  considerable  power»  the  <^  Queen 
Adelaide  ^  and  the  ^^  Clyde^  have  been  estahli&bed 
between  Havre  and  London.  I  understood  that 
the  '*  Phcenix  ^  was  specially  built  for  its  present 
station.  It  is  certainly  a  very  beautiful  vessel.  The 
principal  saloon  is  fitted  up  in  a  style  of  decoration 
and  luxury,  which  induced  me  altogether  to  forget 
that  there  was  but  a  plank  between  my  back  and 
the  sea,  while  I  was  stretched  out  on  one  of  its 
magnificent  couches.  The  ladies^  room  is  a  bijou. 
The  furniture,  the  divans,  as  they  may  be  called^ 
the  draperies,  are  of  almost  oriental  sumptuousness 
and  tempt  even  the  most  timorous  to  repose. 

The  fare,  exclusive  of  living,  is  a  guinea  and  a 
half.  The  table  is  tolerably  well  served  In  this 
department,  I  am  bound  to  remark,  that  there  i»— 
or  at  least  wos^^a  disposition  to  overdbwge  bey<md 
all  reasonable  bounds.  Two  gentlemoa,  for  in- 
stance, ordered  by  way  of  lunoheon,  three  mutton 
chops,  for  which  eighteen-pence  at  the  utmost 
would  have  been  able  compensation.  They  were 
set  down  in  the  bill  at  four  shillings!  an  ex- 
B  2 
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tortion  which  was  very  properly  resisted.  The 
item  was  then  reduced  to  half  its  original  amount. 
The  vessel  and  her  engines  (of  a  hundred  and 
eighty  horse  power)  are  of  English  construction ; 
but  the  property  belongs  to  a  French  company^ 
whose  members  are,  I  believe,  exclusively  merchants 
residing  in  Havre.  This  enterprise  is  only  one  of 
many  in  which  they  are  engaged,  Havre  having 
ranked,  since  the  peace,  among  the  most  pros- 
perous commercial  ports  of  France,  and  very  likely, 
sooner  or  later,  to  attract  to  itself  much  of  the 
trade  which  has  been  hitherto  enjoyed  by  Bor- 
deaux. 

We  started  from  the  Tower  about  ten  o'clock 
(7th  of  June)  with  fifty  passengers,  under  a  bril- 
liant sky  ;  notwithstanding  Paddy  Murphy^s  dole- 
ful prognostics  to  the  contrary,  the  day,  though 
cold  for  the  season,  was  remarkably  fine.  We 
soon  overtook  and  left  far  behind  us  the  "  Clyde,^ 
which  had  set  out  for  the  same  destination  an  hour 
before  us.  In  endeavouring  to  avoid  some  small 
craft,  which  we  were  near  running  down,  we 
grounded  for  a  few  minutes  ;  but  we  backed  out  of 
the  sand- bank  by  reversing  the  motion  of  our  pad- 
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dies,  and,  the  tide  also  ooming  to  our  assistance, 
we  moved  on  once  move  at  a  brilliant  pace.  Green- 
wich Hospital,  Gravesend,  Heme  Bay,  Margate, 
the  North  Foreland,  and  Ramsgate,  successively 
displayed  their  well-known  features.  We  dined 
merrily  while  passing  the  Downs,  and,  shooting 
through  the  Straits  of  Dover,  passed  into  the  open 
sea,  catching  here  and  there  through  our  glasses 
shadowy  views  of  Ambleteuse  and  Boulogne  on  one 
side,  and  of  Dungeness  upon  the  other.  The  sun 
having  bidden  us  a  good  evening,  the  stars  soon 
after  told  us  that  it  was  time  to  go  to  bed,  a  hint 
which  we  took  in  very  good  part.  There  not  being 
state  berths  for  all  of  us,  mattresses  were  speedily 
arranged  in  the  saloon,  and  at  four  o'clock  the 
following  morning,  peeping  through  my  window 
after  a  delicious  sleep,  I  found  that  we  were  snugly 
anchored  before  Havre. 

Our  toilet  was  the  work  of  a  few  moments.  The 
Custom-house  officers,  however,  being  still  wrapped' 
in  profound  repose,  I  presume,  some  difficulty  oc- 
curred about  our  baggage.  My  friend,  Mr.  Forster, 
who  was  my  compagnon  de  voyage  upon  this  oc- 
casion, agreed  with  me  to  commit  the  care  of  our 
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eflfects  to  a  ocMnmissioner  who  had  been  reoommended 
to  us,  Hnd  to  proceed  witibout  delay  to  Roaen  by 
the  **  Normaiidie,''  which  was  ah-eedy  getting  up 
her  smoke.  We  accordingly  landed  at  five  o^dock, 
and,  as  ihe  *^  Nonnandie^  was  not  to  leai^  until 
half-past  six,  we  strolled  thrcMgh  thetomi. 

Havre  is  not  only  advantageously  but  very 
beautifully  atuated  on  a  part  of  the  ooatA  retiring 
towards  the  8oath««ast  from  the  sea,  where  the  Seine 
full  J  discloses  her  mouth,  and  poors  forth  the  full 
volume  of  her  waters.  In  the  time  of  Louis  XII. 
it  was  an  inoonsiderable  village— a  mere  hamlet  in 
fact,  composed  of  a  few  fishermen^s  huts.  The 
ground  upon  wUch  its  extenesve  quays,  and  stores, 
and  other  buildings,  now  stand,  is  almost  wholly 
composed  of  alluvial  deposits  brought  down  in  the 
ooorse  of  ages  from  the  interior  of  the  countty ,  and 
stopped  there  by  the  tide.  Har^ur  was  the  prin- 
cipal port  of  Normandy  so  late  as  the  commence- 
incnl  of  the  sixteenth  century, — ^Harflenr,  which  is 
now  full  two  English  nriles  at  the  least  from  the 
sea,  and  no  longer  washed  even  by  the  current  of 
the  river.  This  striking  geokgical  fact  attests  the 
quantity  t)f  matter  which  the  Seine  is  constantly 
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faringiDg  down  from  the  territoiy  through  which  it 
paases,  and  is  oonipeUed  to  dispoee  on  either  side  of 
its  shares  as  soon  as  it  meets  the  irresistible  swell  of 
die  ocean.  It  is  evident,  moreover,  that  the  roads 
of  Havre  are  every  year  becoming  more  shallow, 
and  it  mar^  be  infeonred  that  the  port  itself  would 
soon  have  to  move  on  f artlier  towards  the  sea,  if  the 
steam-boat,  that  most  fiortunate  redresser  of  the  in- 
conveniences necessarily  incidental  to  s^mie  of  the 
operations  of  nature,  had  not  come  to  its  asst^tanoe. 
Venice,  in  likemamier,  was  almost  excluded  from 
intercourse  with  bar  well-beloved  coosort  the 
Adriatic,  until  the  laHsraanic  power  of  steam 
restored  her  oonjiigal  rights.  The  numerous 
villas  which  shone  in  the  moraing  beams  on  the 
JKigbts  around  Havre  bear  witness  to  the  wealth 
and  numbo-Bof  its  mercantile  community ;  and  it 
is  a  remarkable  circumstance  that  tins  same  com- 
munity hove  succeeded  very  lately  in  extorting  from 
the  government,  through  the  agency  itf  the  Chamber 
of  Deputies,  a  law  for  the  constrtKition  of  a  raikood 
:to  Paris,  which  is  to  be  subscribed  for  according  to 
the  English  system  of  public  companies.  Down 
to  the  commenoement  of  the  inat  session  of  the 
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French  parliament,  almost  every  enterprise  of  this 
kind — roads,  canals,  bridges — were  exclusively  in 
the  hands  of  government.*  But  a  new  era  in  the 
history  of  France  has  just  begun  under  our  eyes. 
Commerce,  as  in  other  parts  of  Europe,  has  already 
overthrown  in  that  country  the  absolute  power  of 
the  sword,  and  before  many  years  elapse  a  king 
must  be  contented  to  reign  there  upon  the  same 
conditions  as  he  reigns  in  England.  This  is  a  re- 
volution peacefully  brought  about  by  that  worker 
of  endless  miracles,  the  steam-engine,  of  whose 
potency  we  can  scarcely,  even  now,  though  it  has 
just  brought  New  York  half-way  over  the  Atlantic 
towards  our  shores,  form  any  thipg  like  an  ade- 
quate conception. 

The  '^  Normandie ''  commenced  operations  on  the 
Seine  in  July,  1835.  It  is  a  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight  French  feet  in  length,  and  of  a  hundred  and 
twenty  horse  power, — the  fare  ten  francs  for  the 
principal  places — for  the  secondary,  six  francs— 
from  Havre  to  Rouen.  There  is  a  restaurateur  on 
board,  so  that  you  can  live  as  you  like,  breakfast 

*  It  ig  now  in  progreiB  of  constnictionf  1843. 
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or  dine  at  any  hour  you  pleas^  in  cabinets  which 
are  raised  upon  the  deck.  When  we  went  on  board 
we  found  a  considerable  number  of  passengers 
already  assembled  there,  all  French,  with  three  or 
four  exceptions.  A  band  was  also  on  board,  mani« 
festly  a  part  of  the  establishment  And  here  I 
ODuld  not  help  noticing  a  characteristic  which 
marked  at  once  the  decided  difference  that  exists 
between  the  genius  of  the  French  and  English 
people,  separated  though  they  be  from  each  other 
by  BO  narrow  a  channel  A  set  of  musicians  on 
hoard  a  Richmond  steamer,  for  instance,  would  be 
just  the  sort  of  group  we  often  meet  in  the  streets 
of  London— one  dressed  in  blue,  another  in  an  old 
black  surtout,  a  third  in  a  rusty  brown  coat  with  a 
▼dvet  collar  that  had  seen  better  days,  a  fourth 
probably  in  a  mariner^s  jacket  or  a  Scotch  plaid, 
their  instruments  being  a  violoncello,  a  fiddle  or 
two,  a  clarionet,  and  a  harp.  But  the  band  of  the 
^<  Normandie^  was  all  military  in  its  appearance. 
Its  members  were  dressed  in  uniform,  a  dim  grey 
turned  up  with  green— a  cap  perched  on  the  side 
of  the  head  over  thick  curling  hair— ^moustaches 
and  formidable  whiskers  which  almost  concealed 
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the  human  ^*  face  divine,^-^the  instruments,  French 
boms,  tremboBeB,  aoad  clarionets.  They  played 
•everal  quadrilles  very  indifferently,  and  yet  not 
without  a  certgm  degree  of  efiect,  merely  from  die 
military  precision  which  marked  their  exertions. 
Even  the  boy  who  had  now  and  then  to  cleanse 
accidental  unsigfatlinesaes  from  the  deck,  when  he 
had  aooomplished  his  work,  shouldered  his  mop  as 
if  it  bad  been  a  firelock. 

The  bank  of  the  Seine  on  our  right  was  low  and 
at  first  concealed  from  us  beneath  a  thick  mist ;  it 
was  also  at  a  considerable  distance,  the  river  being 
near  the  mouth  quite  as  wide  as  the  Thames  at 
Southend.  A  white  sail  glistened  here  and  there 
through  the  mist  where  a  sunbeam  found  its  way. 
As  we  advanced,  the  country  on  that  side  became 
more  hilly,  partly  pasture,  but  chiefly  occupied  by 
woods,  amongst  which  neat  cottages  were  now  and 
then  observable.  At  half-paat  seven  we  arrived  op- 
posite Honfleur,  a  town  very  charmingly  situated, 
as  it  commands  a  full  view  of  Havre  and  of  the  sea 
on  towards  the  English  coast  It  wears  however 
amelancholy  aspect,an  account  of  its  old-fashioned, 
darkly  painted  wooden  houses  and  churches.  Before 
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Havre  aasamed  any  degree  of  importance,  Ronflear 
was  scarcely  inferior  to  Harfleur.  It  was  the  prin^ 
cSpal  emporium  for  colonial  produce.  Napdeon 
tinted  this  place  in  18Q2,  with  a  view  to  oonnder 
whedier  it  might  not  be  converted  to  some  use  in 
the  progress  of  the  invasion,  which  he  then  medi- 
tated against  England.  But  the  accumulation  of 
sand  was  found  so  enormous,  that  the  Works  which 
he  ofdered  to  be  executed  there  were  speedily 
abandoned.  To  the  west  of  the  town  is  a  hillock 
called  the  Montague  de  Grace ;  on  the  summit  is  a 
dmpdi  dedicated  to  the  Virgin,  in  which  the  sailors 
make  vows  and  offerings  before  setting  out  on  long 
voyages,  and  express  gratitude  on  their  return. 
This  hillock  is  said  to  contain  in  its  bosom  the  re- 
inains  of  several  rare  and  curious  fossils.  The 
dcdeton  of  an  Egyptian  crocodile  was  found  in  the 
sand  at  its  foot  some  years  ago.  We  approached 
near  enough  to  Honflenr  (some  twenty  passengers 
being  in  T^aiting  there  for  our  steamer)  to  look  into 
Itsnarrow  streets,  whicSi  appeared  to  me  peculiarly 
fismal,  .tibou^  the  sun  was  shining  fall  upon  it. 
A  few  fehing-boats  were  gliding  by  it  at  the  time. 
The  Seine  suddenly  widens  immediately  above 
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Honfleur,  making  a  bold  sweep  beneath  a  fine  semi- 
circle of  hills,  patches  of  which  are  cultivated. 
They  are,  however,  for  the  greater  part,  covered 
with  brushwood  and  heather,  through  which  the 
naked  cliff  often  juts  out  with  a  picturesque  efiect. 
The  beach  is  sandy,  edged  above  high  water  with 
a  border  of  lively  green.  On  our  left  we  obtained 
a  distant  view  of  the  castle  of  Orcher,  on  a  lofty 
pile  of  rock — ^amid  the  ruins  of  an  ancient  fortress, 
erected  to  defend  the  entrance  of  the  river.  A  range 
of  chalky  hills  extends  a  considerable  way  along  the 
verge  of  the  Seine  on  that  side.  The  castle  is  said 
to  have  been  the  abode  of  Robert  d'Orcher,  one  of 
the  chevaliers  who  accompanied  Robert  **  the  Devil" 
into  Palestine. 

The  castle  of  Orcher  and  its  neighbourhood  are 
much  frequented  by  the  good  citizens  of  Havre 
during  the  fine  season.  It  is  celebrated  for  the 
magnificent  prospect  which  may  be  seen  from  its 
western  terrace,  commanding  the  whole  of  the  enh 
hottchwre  of  the  Seine,  and  an  uninterrupted  view 
of  the  ocean.  The  rock  yields  a  fountain  which  is 
reputed  to  possess  the  power  of  petrifaction*  As 
we  passed  along  through  this  varying  panorama. 
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the  noyelty  of  the  pictures  which  successively  pre- 
sented themselyes  to  the  eye  on  either  bank  of  the 
noble  stream,  was  not  a  little  heightened  by  the 
pleasant  faces  laughing  everywhere  around  me. 
The  waters  agitated  by  our  paddles  sparkled  gaUy 
in  the  sun,  while  the  music  of  our  horns  and 
darioaets^  amongst  which  a  little  octave  flute  poured 
occasionally  its  brilliant  notes,  tended  to  dissipate 
altogether  from  the  mind  every  thought  that  was 
not  in  keeping  with  the  magic  of  the  scene. 

Villages  and  small  towns,  with  their  churches 
and  tapering  spires,  their  old-fashioned  high-roofed 
houses,  and  white-washed  neat  cottages,  generaUy 
fronted  with  trellises  upon  which  the  vine  already 
began  to  spread  its  foliage,  were  now  numerous  on 
both  banks  of  the  river.  The  ranges  of  elevated 
and  undulating  hills  between  which  it  maintained 
its  course  reminded  me  very  much  of  the  Hellespont 
^-exhibiting  the  same  low  wooded  and  heathery 
appearance,  the  naked  cliff  occasionally  piercing 
through  the  scanty  vegetation.  I  understood,  how- 
ever, that  the  land  immediately  behind  these  hills  is 
remarkable  for  its  richness.  Indeed  the  pasturage 
and  valleys  beyond  Fiquefleur  and  Saint  Sauveur 
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•on  our  right  are  famous  for  a  species  of  lauttoii 
which  rivals  our  South  Down ;  it  is  distinguished 
ia  that  part  of  France  under  the  names  of  Presale 
or  Beuzeville.  The  territory  beyond  the  bills  oa 
our  left  was  formerly  celebrated  for  its  vines,  some 
of  which^  however,  only  very  rarely  arrived  aA 
maturity.  Small  steamers  appeared  to  be  engag^ 
Actively  in  keeping  up  the  communications  between 
the  opposite  banks  of  the  Seine»  and  from  town  to 
town  along  the  river  from  Fiquefleur.  Several 
were  also  occupied  in  towing  vessels,  deeply  bur- 
thened,  against  the  current,  destined  for  Rouoi. 

The  river  narrowed  rapidly  as  we  approached 
Tancarville,  a  rather  important  and  highly  pic- 
turesque  village  on  our  left,  which  stands  on  a 
promontory  so  bold,  that  it  appeared  at  some 
distance  almost  to  forbid  our  further  advance  by 
water.  At  the  foot  of  the  promontory  there  is  a 
range  of  pretty  cottages  to  which  the  artists  of 
Paris  usually  resort  in  summer  to  recover  their 
energies  after  their  labours  in  the  capital,  and  to 
pursue  their  studies  in  tranquillity.  The  summit 
of  the  chalk  rock,  which  rises  to  a  considerable 
height,  and  is  precipitous  all  round,  is  crowned  by 
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an  aocient  cattle.  Immediately  below  is  a  chateau 
in  the  old  French  style,  with  a  pair  of  round  towers^ 
the  tops  of  which  are  slated  and  sharply  pointed- 
Small  boats  for  fishing  were  moored  near  the  cot- 
tages. The  whole  scene  looked  romantic^  and 
peculiarly  favousable  to  that  visionary  repose  in 
which  painters  and  poets  are  so  prc»ie  ta  indulge. 

I  was  scarcely  done  with  noting  the  beautiful 
features  of  Tancanrille  on  the  left»  when  those  of 
QuiUebeuf  on  the  right  still  nuxe  strongly  solicited 
my  admiration.  It  is  the  singular  charm  of  this 
voyaging  by  steam,  that  it  ia  perpetually  moYing 
one  onward  from  scene  to-  scene,  whether  ooe 
chooses  it  or  not.  I  ovm  that  I  should  have  very 
willingly  lingered  an  hour  or  two  befi>re  Tancar- 
viUe,  enjoying  the  contemplaticHi  of  that  old  castle, 
that  chftteau  and  its  towers,  that  white  cliff  shining 
in  the  full  blaze  of  the  sun,  and  the  dim  woods 
which  appeared  climbing  the  sides  of  the  hills  in 
the  distance.  But  the  paddles  would  stop  for  no 
such  purpose.  If  a  passenger  or  a  bale  of  goods 
were  to  be  delivered  over  or  to  be  tak^i  in,  they 
were  the  most  complaisant  pieces  of  machsnery  in 
the  world*  ceasing  their  roundabouts  in.  a  moment* 
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But  they  have  no  poetry  in  their  souls.  They  care 
not  one  straw  for  all  the  combinations  of  hill  and 
valley,  and  singing  brooks,  and  pendant  foliage, 
and  laughing  groups  of  children,  that  ever  b^uiled 
the  enthusiast*  On  they  go,  splashing  the  waters 
on  either  side,  and  bearing  the  burthen  with  which 
they  are  charged  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  its  final 
destination. 

If  Tancarville  seemed  to  forbid  our  progress 
when  we  first  beheld  it,  Quillebeuf  appeared  still 
more  resolved  to  accomplish  that  inhospitable  pur- 
pose. It  is  situated  upon  a  peninsula,  beyond 
which  the  river  is  invisible  to  the  voyager  who  ap- 
proaches  it,  as  we  did,  from  the  sea.  It  is  only 
here  that  those  extraordinary  serpentine  windings 
terminate,  for  which  the  Seine  is  distinguished 
through  its  whole  course  as  far  as  Paris — ^windings 
infinitely  more  involved  and  circuitous  than  those 
of  the  Danube.  A  right  line  drawn  from  Paris  to 
Rouen,  and  from  Rouen  to  Quillebeuf,  would  pass 
through  no  fewer  than  twenty  curves,  the  devia- 
tions of  which  from  the  line  increase  the  distance 
between  the  two  extremes  by  at  least  sixty  or 
seventy  miles,  if  not  more.    A  few  canals,  judi- 
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docuty  eat  through  the  levels  which  this  part  of 
Ffsnoe  preseots,  would  materially  henefit  the  navi- 
gation of  the  river.  The  railroad,  however,  about 
to  be  constructed  from  Paris  to  Havre,  will  doubt- 
liess  put  an  end  to  all  speculatioBS  of  that  descrip- 
timu 

To  the  navigators  approaching  Quillebeuf  from 
the  other  ride  ci  the  peninsula,  this  portion  of  the 
river  is  said  to  present  many  dangers,  on  account 
of  the  number  and  variations  of  its  sand-banks.  It 
exhilHts  rather  a  handsome  and  extensive  quay, 
near  which  there  were  several  vessels  of  consider- 
able tonnage  ranged  in  due  order.  It  appckred 
also  to  have  a  steam-boat  of  its  own,  designated 
under  the  name  of  the  celebrated  Hollo,  who  little 
dreamed  in  the  hours  of  his  many  triumphs  that  his 
cognomen  would  ever  be  given  to  a  machine  worth 
all  his  conquests  put  together.  How  the  old  rob- 
ber would  be  astonished  if  he  could  look  out  of  his 
tomb,  and  behold  this  steamer,  with  his  name 
painted  upon  it,  moving  without  sail  or  oar  against 
the  rapid  current  of  the  river — ^its  cylinder  rolling 
upwards  to  the  s^y  volumes  of  dense  smoke,  and 
its  superfluous  vapour  rushing  out  occasionally 

VOL.  I.  c 
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with  a  hissing  sound,  as  if  indignant  at  the  uses  to 
which  it  had  been  subjected  !  More  passengers  from 
Quillebeuf. 

Winding  round  the  peninsula  we  found  the  river 
still  wide,  but  narrowing  as  we  proceeded.  Small 
neat  lighthouses  appeared  disposed  at  intervals  along 
the  bank  on  our  right,  indicating  the  difficulties 
and  perils  with  which  the  navigation  is  here 
attended.  I  wished  for  the  pencil  of  Prout  to 
sketch  the  ghost  of  a  windmill  which  stood  on  a 
height  with  its  tattered  sails  and  its  mill-house 
crumbling  into  ruin.  While  I  was  endeavouring 
to  retain  a  collection  of  that  fantastically  pic- 
turesque object,  a  very  pretty  young  French 
woman,  attended  by  her  husband  (they  seemed 
newly  married !)  observed  me  attempting  the  sketch. 
She  had  learned  just  English  enough  to  be  able  to 
understand  it  in  reading,  and  to  be  ambitious  of 
using  it  in  conversation.  But — ^innocent  little  dove ! 
— she  could  seldom  get  beyond  a  word  or  two, 
which  she  pronounced  in  the  drollest  way  in  the 
world.  I  forgave  her  for  her  pretty  presumption 
in  asking  me  whether  I  had  never  been  in  France 
before !   What  a  question  to  a  man  who,  as  one  of 
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my  critics  has  said,  had  already  travelled  as  much 
as  Ulysses — a  compliment  he  thought  to  an  author 
who  had  steamed  down  the  Danube  and  galloped 
oyer  the  Balkans — feats  of  which  the  old  Ionian, 
I  fancy,  had  but  a  slender  notion,  or  his  son  Tele- 
machus  either. 


c  S 
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CHAPTER  II. 

LUlebone.  Our  Mnnaans.  Breakfrit.  Our  Waitress.  Her 
ActiTity.  An  Old  Maid.  TiUeqiiler.  Hie  Poplar.  Candebec. 
A  lost  Island.  Pictures  on  board.  Jumi^ges.  The  Giant's 
Chair*    Signs  of  Prosperity. 

The  bank  on  our  right  as  we  advanced  became 
more  and  more  rocky,  clothed  here  and  there  with 
patches  of  grass  and  brushwood.  The  rock  was 
wholly  composed  of  chalk,  and  seemed  to  have 
been  cut  through  at  once  by  a  volcanic  operation. 
In  some  places  it  was  so  high,  and  deviated  so 
slightly  from  the  perpendicular,  that,  while  I  gazed 
upon  it  from  beneath  the  awning  of  our  vessel,  I 
might  have  imagined  myself  passing  through  a 
tunnel  excavated  in  a  mountain.  Though  we  kept 
our  way  at  some  distance  from  the  bank  on  our 
left,  which  was  comparatively  low  and  open,  we 
obtained  a  glimpse  of  the  interesting  village  (for  it 
is  now  no  more  than  a  village)  of  Lillebone.  There 
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was  in  the  time  of  the  Romans  a  rather  important 
town  in  the  neighbouifaood  which  diey  called  Julia* 
Bona,  in  honour  of  Julia,  daughter  of  Julius 
Ctssar.  Veatiges  of  a  magnificent  amphitheatie)  of 
a  splendid  bath-roon^  tombs,  ooinsy  swords,  masks, 
and  other  memorials  of  Roman  luxury  and  prowess, 
haye  been  discovered  there,  whidb  confier  upon 
lillebone  a  classical  interest.  For  EngHshmen  it 
is,  mateoyeTf  fraught  with  historical  recollections,  as 
it  was  the  lesidenoe  of  William  the  Conqueror  at 
the  period  when  he  resolved  upon  invading  our 
fifaoresy  and  planned  the  battle  of  Hastmgs.  It 
was  always  a  favourite  place  of  abode  ci  the  old 
dukes  of  Normandy.  The  chitean,  by  the  bji^ 
which  William  occupied,  now  belongs,  I  believe,  to 
our  nolde  family  of  Haroourt,  whose  ancestors  were 
liormerly  lords  of  the  county  in  wfaidi  it  stands. 
The  country,  as  far  as  I  could  observe  it,  seemed 
ptegBaxit  with  all  sorts  of  beauty  in  that  direction 
— undulating  hills  teeming  with  richness — ^valleys 
watered  by  fimpid  streams  —  extensive  woods-— 
lumdets  scattered  here  and  there,— nmins  of  Rooum 
and  Norman  pride  contrasted  with  the  full  falosn 
of  nature,  which  never  grows  old. 
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We  at  length  left  our  wall  of  chalk  behind  us, 
and  emerged  upon  more  open  territory,  the  river 
still  boasting  of  its  amplitude.  Poplars  now  occa- 
sionally lined  the  banks,  some  of  them  like  palms 
without  branches,  except  near  the  summit,  others 
tall  and  tapering  reminding  me  of  the  cypresses  of 
the  East.  Through  the  trees  we  had  frequent 
and  pretty  views  of  little  hamlets  and  separate 
cottages  thatched  with  straw,  the  smoke  curling 
from  their  chimney-tops,  and  groups  of  their 
young  inhabitants  peeping  out  at  our  steam-boat 
as  we  glided  along  to  the  sound  of  our  clarionets 
and  horns.  And  I  must  do  our  musicians  the 
justice  to  observe,  that  they  appeared  to  feel  the 
variations  of  the  scenery  through  which  we  passed ; 
for  the  ruined  castle  they  had  their  martial  air; 
for  the  remains  of  the  church  or  the  abbey,  their 
anthem;  for  the  spreading  plain  dotted  with 
•heep^  their  pastoral  tune;  and  for  the  peopled 
village,  the  waltz  or  the  quadrille,  which  the 
French  village-girl  dearly  loves.  Even  the  chil- 
dren, the  moment  they  heard  the  merry  sound  of 
our  flute,  set  off  a-dancing — ^bless  their  blithesome 
souls ! 
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Orchards^  vineyards,  meadows,  now  b^n  to 
crowd  upon  us,  and — but  it  was  near  eight  o'clock, 
and  my  friend  very  rationally  suggested  to  me 
that  it  was  high  time  to  get  some  breakfast.  So 
we  adjourned  from  our  seats  on  the  deck  to  a 
cabinet,  where  a  table  spread  with  a  cloth,  and 
already  almost  fully  occupied  by  consumers  of 
mutton-chops  and  pammes-de-terre,  and  wine,  and 
fruit,  and  all  sorts  of  good  things,  added  not  a 
little  to  give  a  keener  edge  to  the  appetite  existing 
within  me,  though  I  had  been  rendered  insensible 
to  it  by  the  novelty,  the  beauty,  the  cheerfulness, 
the  magical  variety  of  the  living  panorama,  upon 
which  my  imagination  had  been  feasting  all  the 
morning.  The  forethought  of  a  rib  ot  PreadU^ 
or  of  a  moderately-thick  slice  from  the  leg  of  a 
BeuzemUcy  is  by  no  means,  however,  without  its 
charms.  So  we  took  our  seats,  and,  having  or* 
dered  chops  and  coffee,  waited  for  our  turn  to  be 
served. 

The  cabinet  ■  held  some  fourteen  or  fifteen 
French,  men,  women,  and  children,  intently  occu- 
pied in  the  business  of  the  moment,— «nd  I  must, 
in  justice  to  our  neighbours,  remark  that  no  peo- 
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pie  in  this  world,  so  far  as  I  have  observed,  make 
eating  more  completely  a  business  than  they  do. 
We  had  for  all  only  one  waiter,  or  rather  waitress; 
a  thick  stout-built  woman  of  a  Flemish  aspect, 
much  more  of  the  man  than  the  woman  in  her 
£bm»,  her  hands  almost  as  huge  and  as  dirty- 
k)oking  as  the  hoof  of  an  dephant,  her  almost 
haarticulated  fingers  hdea  with  rings  of  pure  gold. 
A  gaily«coloured  yellow-and-biown-cottoiii  hand* 
kerchief  was  tied  round  her  head,  just  permitting 
her  brown  hair  to  be  seen  at  the  temples,  where  it 
was  dec(»»ted  with  small  combs,  and  at  die  crown, 
where  two  combs,  also  of  real  tortoiseshdl,  dis- 
played her  superfluous  wealth.  Her  cheeks  wene 
tanned  almost  Uack.  Her  gown  was  of  strong 
brown  stufll  She  wore  two  dirty  aprons,  one  o£ 
which  was  turned  up  at  the  omner,  the  aaid  oonier 
being  fastened  undor  her  waistband.  Her  I^ 
were  cased  in  black  woollen  stockings,  and  her  feet 
moved  about,  I  know  not  how,  in  a  pair  of  Aoit 
fist  slippers,  whidi  were  red  aome  years  ago. 
Waitress  I  called  her  for  the  want  of  some  other 
name;  but  it  by  no  means  expresses  her  true  ca- 
pacity; she  waited  for  nobody,  and  on  nobody; 
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everybody  seemed,  to  herself  at  least,  to  be  undtf 
her  oonmand.  She  h|ul  a  miserable — Shakspeare's 
apothecary-Jooking'-wretch  of  a  man  assisting  her^ 
lAo  brought  plates,  and  knires  and  forks,  and  all 
that ;  she  took,  or  rather  wroiched,  every  thing 
out  of  his  trembling  hands,  sooldkig  him  all  the 
time  with  a  most  Toluble  tongue  and  a  look  of 
thunder,  before  vbich  I  wonder  how  be  has  so 
long  survived — poor  devil! 

It  really  was  curious  to  observe  the  steam-like 
rapidity  and  precisian  with  which  this  lump  of 
,  animated  mattar  executed  the  many  offices  she  was 
called  upon  to  perform.  Now  she  appeared  with 
a  heap  of  plates  in  her  hand,  which  she  dealt 
around  the  table,  long  as  it  was,  in  a  moment. 
Parties  were  constantly  suoceediii^  eadi  other  in 
the  cabinet.  One  set  called  for  oysters.  She 
passed  the  word  to  her  ^ost,  who  brought  than 
instanter.  Another  demanded  ooffee.  Presto,  she 
was  seen  pouring  it  out  into  the  large  white  cup% 
which  she  had  abeady  set  in  order  due.  '^  Wine 
— wine  V^  pried  out  a  thard  party.  Out  she  went, 
and  before  you  could  tdl  whether  she  had  come 
back  or  not,  the  wine  was  on  the  table.    JSau-de- 
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vie,  bifstekj  salads,  thi  made  their  appearance, 
when  called  for,  with  similar  celerity.  Knives, 
forks,  and  spoons,  I  think  she  must  have  produced 
from  her  pockets.  The  hill  she  reckoned  up  for 
all  her  different  groups  of  customers  without  pen 
or  pencil,  or  asking  what  you  had ;  and  this  inter- 
esting intelligence  she  contrived  to  impart  to  some- 
body who  presented  you  with  a  slip  of  paper  ac- 
curately containing  the  whole  charge.  Ours  was 
sufficiently  moderate.  For  coffee,  bread,  and  but- 
ter, bifstek  (for  the  mutton-chops  were  all  gone), 
pommes-de-terre  au  naturel  (which,  by  the  bye, 
we  could  not  use,  they  were  so  very  natural^  not 
having  been  half  boiled),  and  a  dozen  of  oysters, 
we  paid  four  francs  and  a  half.  The  bifstek  was 
not  bad,  but  the  oysters,  like  all  French  oysters, 
though  lodged  in  immense  shells,  were  mere  em- 
bryos, haviqg  neither  consistence  nor  flavour. 

I  could  not  help  being  amused  by  the  contrast 
to  our  huge  waitress  which  I  found  seated  on  a 
bench  on  the  deck,  when  we  emerged  from  the 
cabinet.  It  was  a  little,  thin,  dried-upold  maid ; 
her  feet  planted  on  a  stool,  her  hands  folded  on 
her  lap,  her  body  bent  almost  double ;  near  her  a 
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imall,  plain  wooden  cage,  with  a  few  wires  in 
iront,  sloping  back  at  the  top,  so  as  literally  to 
encase  a  parroquet  on  his  perch.  He  must  have 
been  a  Quaker  parroquet,  if  such  a  species  the 
naturalists  acknowledge.  From  his  perch  he  could 
not  stiF :  no  sound  escaped  his  beak,  and  yet  he 
looked  contented  with  his  lot.  Strange  to  say, 
his  proprietress  (I  was  going  gallantly  to  say  his 
faiip  proprietress,  but  the  epithet  would  be  won- 
derfully inappropriate,  for  she  was  quite  sallow) 
seemed  equally  independent.  Her  bonnet  was  of 
sky-blue  silk^  with  a  wreath  of  convolvolus,  the 
flower  spread  out,  beneath  which  she  wore  a  full 
double-frilled  cap.  Her  dress  was  a  substantial 
diamond-figure  olive  silk,  over  which  she  wore  a 
plain  cashmere  shawl. 

I  found  that  while  we  were  engaged  at  break- 
fast our  steamer  had  completed  its  course  through 
one  of  those  extraordinary  bends  for  which  the 
Seine  is  so  remarkable.  I  cannot  describe  it  bet- 
ter than  by  comparing  it  to  the  figure  described 
by  a  ball,  which  a  boy  flings  upon  the  ground  for 
another  to  catch  at  a  short  distance  from  him, 
when  it  rebounds  just  above  his  head. 
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The  rebound  brought  us  to  ViUequier,  the  pnet- 
taest  village,  uuquesdombly,  I  facve  ever  aeen.  It 
18  hacked  by  an  extensive  theatre  of  xisiag  grouBda, 
richly  wooded.  It  is  oomposed  of  a  single  row  at 
remarkaUy  neat  cottages,  whidi  run  along  the 
edge  of  the  river.  The  hills  behind  are  crowned 
by  a  fine  cfa&teau.  The  cottages  were  all  tid* 
lised  in  fixmt  by  vines  just  beginning  to  i^nead  their 
beautiful  leaves ;  and  moored  in  fiont  of  each  was 
a  small  boat,  denoting,  I  bdieve,  that  tibe  village 
is  principally  inhabited  by  pilots,  whose  especial 
office  it  is  to  conduct  vesads  from  this  place  to  Ia 
Mailleray,  the  navigation  at  that  point  being 
perilous.  Linen,  manifestly  of  a  superior  texture, 
was  hanging  out  to  dry.  Pretty  weU-dressed 
womai  were  busily  engaged  in  ananging  it  on  die 
lines.  Neatly  dad  urchiits,  with  their  red  doth 
caps,  were  paddling  about  in  boats,  or  playing  in 
the  gardens  attached  to  the  cottages.  It  was 
altogether  a  scene  which  gladdened  the  heart,  and 
fixed  itself  in  the  memory  like  a  vision,  or  like  one 
of  those  enchanting  vistas  which  Claude  societiiBes 
diews  thiough  a  foresL  The  country  on  the 
opposite  side,  that  is  on  our  right,  was  open,  and 
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nclier  mmwky^  long  lines  of  pofdcr  in  the  dis- 


Tlie  baak  on  oiht  ri^t  prefleDled  a  aimilar 
dittnicter  for  several  ksgues^low— 4iere  and  there 
saarsbj,  and  ofergmwu  with  reedi»  oecasionally 
yiddiiig  good  pasturage^  upon  which  sheep  and 
pofws  were  feasting  in  great  numbers,  and  univer- 
saUy  lines  of  poplar  txeeSy  scHnetimes  in  squares^ 
more  generally  running  straight  along  the  river, 
and  bearing  those  palm  and  cypress  forms  which  I 
have  already  noticed.  France  may,  indeed,  be 
deemed  peculiarly  the  land  <xf  the  poplar.  I  oon- 
fcss  I  like  it.  There  is  something  of  a  lofl^  mela]>- 
dioly  about  it,  when  its  branches  are  in  deep  repose, 
that  toudies  my  fimcy.  The  slightest  breath  of  air 
elicits  a  gentle  sound  ficom  them,  and  their  tremulous 
leaves  wave  t<^ther  in  the  breeze,  like  the  abundant 
locks  of  a  shepherdess  pursuing  a  straying  sheep 
over  the  mountain.  The  pastoral  airs  of  our 
musicians  were  quite  delidbus  amid  these  sylvan 


We  had  scarcely  done  talking  of  the  beauties  of 
ViUequier,  whenCaudebec  came  within  our  hori- 
xon.    It  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain,  the 
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heightB  of  which  are  crowned  with  forests.  The 
little  river  St.  Gertrude  comes  sparkling  down  the 
declivities,  dividing  itself  into  several  streams, 
which  mingle  with  the  Seine.  The  houses  are 
built  on  terraces,  planted  with  the  arbutus  and 
other  flowering  shrubs  ;  and  the  windows  being  for 
the  most  part  shaded  from  the  noon-day  sun  bj 
Venetian  blinds,  all  of  which  appeared  to  have  been 
freshly  painted,  it  had  more  the  appearance  of  an 
Italian  than  a  French  town,  paint  being  a  decora- 
tion very  sparingly  used  by  our  neighbours.  The 
public  walk  is  well  shaded  by  elm-trees,  through 
which  the  parochial  church  and  its  magnificent 
tower  were  seen  in  their  most  picturesque  point  of 
view.  In  the  days  of  our  perpetual  wars  with  the 
Normans,  Caudebec  was  strongly  fortified,  and 
cost  our  armies  no  little  trouble.  The  fortifica- 
tions, which  were  in  an  amphitheatrical  form,  have 
been  converted  into  gardens,  and  lend  a  singularly 
beautiful  feature  to  the  scene.  The  church  is  in 
the  Gothic  style.  The  principal  portal  is  a  model 
of  el^ance.  The  tower  looks  Moresque,  being 
surmounted  by  three  crowns,  which  remind  one 
of  the  Pope's  tiara.    Henry  the  Fourth  said  that 
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it  was  the  most  beautiful  church  he  had  ever 
beheld.  In  the  Chapel  of  the  Virgin,  within  this 
edifice,  is  preserved  the  marble  slab  which  once 
covered  the  tomb  of  Agnes  Sorel — by  some  good 
fortune  it  was  rescued  from  the  ruins  ci  the  cele- 
bnited  abbey  of  Jumidges,  which  we  shall  come  to 
presently. 

A  small  island  formerly  existed  immediately  in 
firont  of  Caudebec,  upon  which  a  monastery  was 
erected  belonging  to  the  order  of  St.  Wandrille. 
The  island,  monastery,  monks  and  all,  suddenly 
disappeared  one  fine  morning — strange  to  say,  it 
reappeared  as  suddenly  in  the  year  1641,  but  was 
soon  after  buried  again  beneath  the  waters,  from 
which  it  has  never  since  emerged.  The  Seine  and 
its  banks  undoubtedly  present  ample  materials  for 
geological  speculation. 

On  we  go — ^right  bank  still  flat  and  marshy— -on 
the  left  shepherds  and  boys  engaged  in  washing 
sheep  preparatory  to  the  process  of  shearing — here 
and  there  clusters  of  cottages — the  country  elevated 
— ^heights  thickly  wooded — ^now  and  then  knolls 
prettily  cultivated — at  intervals  small  lighthouses 
cm  an  economical  scale— agdn  we  seem  shut  in 
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wiAin  a  lake — ^bttt  tbare  »  notbing  like  perse- 
▼cranoe*  The  river  again  opeos,  and  our  un- 
poetical  paddles,  permittiDg  us  onlj  a  distant  and 
transitory  gkmoe  at  the  ruins  of  the  abbey  of  St. 
Wwndrilld— a  member  of  the  renowned  family  of 
Pepin^  who  preferred  these  solitudes  to  all  ine 
feudal  splendours  of  a  court — ^impel  us  (xiward  to 
La  Mailleray,  where  we  stop  some  moments  to  get 
rid  of  one  boat  load  of  pa8sei^;ers,  and  take  in 
another.  It  has  a  splendid  old  chateau,  and  the 
^nre  of  its  church  looks  well  through  a  cluster  of 
shady  trees.  Just  beycHid  La  Mailleray  we  find 
Guerbaville,  the  principal  statkyn  on  the  Seine  for 
the  construction  of  those  lighters  which  carry  on 
the  traffic  between  Havre  and  Rouen.  We  saw 
several  of  these  boats  in  course  of  axnpletion.  It 
is  a  place  becoming  every  day  of  more  importance, 
and  marks  the  immense  strides  which*  France  has 
taken  since  the  peace  as  a  commercial  nation. 

Pass  an  odd-looking  ch&teau  on  the  right — 
windows  narrow,  edged  with  glaring  red  bricks — 
comers  of  the  building  decorated  with  similar 
materials— the  intervening  spaces  as  white  as  lime 
could  make  them.     The  banks  on  both  sides  low 
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— ^rows  of  poplars  as  usual — hills  in  the  distance  £ftr 
— ^far  away.  My  fiiend,  the  old  inaid,  is  chatting 
with  a  tall,  courtly  seigneur  of  the  days  that  are  now 
no  more.  His  queue,  his  long  coat,  his  silver  hairs, 
his  gold-headed  cane,  and  his  richly  chased  snuff- 
box,- accord  well  with  the  polished  ease  of  his  con- 
versation. My  lady  takes  a  pinch  of  his  snuff 
quite  comfortably.  The  parroquet  looks  as  happy 
as  a  prince.  Just  behind  this  precious  trio  is  a 
pretty  lump  of  a  child,  her  hair  tied  in  blue  riband 
— ^her  fingers  playing  with  the  strings  of  her  high, 
strong  shoes — ^her  smiling  little  maid  carefully 
watching  her,  and,  at  the  same  time,  knitting  a 
stocking  with  all  her  might. 

The  river  narrows— there  they  are — the  ruins  of 
Jumi^ges ! — the  royal  abbey,  as  it  might  be  called, 
not  merely  from  its  extent  and  the  feudal  powers 
which  its  priors  wielded  in  the  middle  ages,  but 
from  its  having  been  the  residence  of  more  than  one 
exiled  monarch.  It  was  the  state  prison  of  various 
dukes  and  princes  first  robbed  of  their  dominions, 
and  then  accused  of  high  treason.  The  eastern  ex- 
tremity of  the  abbey  is  a  mere  heap  of  ruins,  but 
enough  of  the  great  central  tower,  and  of  the 
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tow«rs  of  die  portal,  still  remaeiiis  to  attest  the 
splendour  by  whidi  the  establiihineiit  was  dis- 
tingaiahed  ih  die  days  of  its  pride.  Alas !  while 
I  gaze  upon  its  ancient  ivy-mantled  walls,  round 
which  ntmibers  of  birds  arc  hovering,  the  fiicred 
pile  is  rapidly  receding  fiom  my  view,  but  not 
without  compensation,  for  in  no  part  of  the  Seine, 
perhaps,  is  the  panorama  more  romantic  than 
immediately  above  Jumieges.  Poplars,  willows, 
olive  trees,  seem  to  have  been  planted  by  the  hand 
of  Nature  herself  with  a  view  to  picturesque  effect 
amidst  Abrupt  hills,  and  undulating  vales  wmtered 
by  meandering  brooks,  and  animated  by  cottages, 
and  herds  and  flocks,  goats  and  sfae^  sometimes 
dimbittg  the  neighbouring  declivities,  sometimes 
reposing  by  the  side  of  the  river.  The  tinkle  of 
the  dieep-bell  was  constantly  in  the  ear,  mingled 
with  the  joyous  shouts  of  children  who  ran  out  to 
gaze  upon  our  ^  Normandie,'**  as  she  rushed  against 
the  flowing  stream. 

In  some  of  tiie  chalk  diffs  cm  our  left,  dwellings 
were  eircavated,  wWch  appeared  to  be  inhabited. 
The  chalk  formations  are  very  curiously  mixed 
with   otiier    rocks   immediatdy   beyond  Dader. 
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There  is  one  of  these  white  difis  paiticularly  which 
stands  out  boldly  from  the  side  of  the  hill,  and  is 
irat  inappropriately  calkd  ^The  Gianfs  Chair  ;^ 
for  tboagh  at  first  a  shapeless  mass  to  the  eye,  it 
opens  gradually  out  until  it  assumes  the  appearance 
of  an  immense  arm-chair,  fit  for  Gog  or  Magog  to 
take  a  nap  in  after  dining  upon  a  fitt  ok  or  two. 
Other  rocks  of  the  same  material  looked  like  the 
giants  themsdves. 

Those  who  take  delight  in  romantic  scenery 
will  find  ample  gratification  in  the  whole  way  from 
Duder  to  Rouen.  Islands,  thickly  wooded*— pen- 
insulas jutting  into  the  river,  and  forming  ap- 
parent lakes— groups  of  poplars,  enclosing  gardens 
that  remind  cme  of  the  Heq)ai4es — numerous 
boats,  their  white  sails  spread  to  the  breeze— cot- 
tages, the  walls  of  which  are  composed  partly  of 
wooden  beams,  in  the  Swiss  style,  painted  red  or 
black,  the  gables  towards  the  river — ^lofty  rocks 
thrown  into  all  sorts  of  fantastic  shapes,  combine  to 
tell  a  story  of  their  own,  to  which  a  true  lover  of 
the  **wild  and  wonderful"  would  listen  with  a 
rapture  he  had  never  felt  before. 

For  the  more  practical  order  of  minds  the  same 
D  2 
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portion  of  the  Seine  also  possesses  its  charms. 
Heaps  of  newly-manufactured  bricks  submitted  to 
the  indurating  powers  of  the  fumaoe^-piles  of  fire- 
wood collected  for  embarkation — ^groups  of  lighters 
becalmed  and  laden  with  the  produce  of  all  parts 
of  the  world— windmills  busy  on  the  heights — 
steam-ra^«  of  two  or  three  tiers  bearing  passengers 
for  a  few  saiu  from  Dueler  to  Rouen,  or  from 
Rouen  to  Dueler— -rocks  yielding  to  the  crow-bar 
of  the  quarryman,  and  transforming  under  the 
chisel  of  the  stone-cutter— -orchards,  olive  grounds, 
vineyards — every  sign  of  industry,  and  every  em- 
blem of  prosperity  that  can  bespeak  a  great  and 
growing  nation,  abound  the  whole  way,  until  the 
spires  and  steeples  of  Rouen  rise  upon  the  view. 
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CHAPTER  IIL 

A  Steam  Raft.  Its  Gonstruetioii.  Robert-la-Diable.  Roneiu 
Tower  of  the  Cathedral.  A  Magic  Mirror.  Trade  of  Rouen. 
Hin  of  St.  Catherine.  Cnriona  Carrings.  Roaen  Moteom. 
Dorade  Steamer.  Elbenf.  An  English  Artist  A  French 
Artist.    Young  France.    An  Octogenarian. 

The  steam  raft  mentioned  was  a  curiosity  in 
its  way.  I  have  not  seen  any  thing  like  it  else- 
where, and  it  might  be  introduced  upon  some  of 
our  canals  and  rivers  with  great  advantage.  Two 
narrow  boats  of  considerable  length  placed  side  by 
side,  leaving  a  space  of  about  three  feet  between 
them,  support  a  platform  which  extends  several 
feet  beyond  their  outward  sides.  They  are  urged 
forward  by  a  single  wheel,  which  is  placed  between 
the  two  boats,  near  the  poops,  where  the  steam 
machinery  is  also  arranged.  The  lower  platform 
sustains  another,  the  interval  between  them  being 
partly  occupied  by  what  is  called  the  parlour,  or 
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principal  cabin.  Beyond  the  cabin  there  is  an  open 
space  for  passengers  of  a  secondary  class,  and  also 
a  space  railed  off  for  cattle,  sheep,  and  poultry. 
The  upper  platform  is  entirely  open,  and  dedicated 
to  passengers  of  the  third  class.  The  parlour- 
people  pay  twelve  sous;  those  on  the  open  deck 
in  &ont  of  them,  six  sous ;  and  those  on  the  upper 
deck  only  three  sous;  the  latter  station  was 
crowded.  Indeed  every  part  of  the  raft  seemed  to 
be  fully  occupied.  It  presented  a  most  extraor- 
dinary appearance  altogether,  from  its  Noah-like 
simplicity,  belonging  to  the  antediluvian  ages,  and 
yet  propelled  by  the  most  admirable  of  all  inven- 
tions appertaining  to  the  time  in  which  we  live. 
It  moved  forward  with  great  rapidity,  the  mouth, 
if  such  it  might  be  called,  farmed  between  the  two 
piows,  swallowing  the  stream  continually^  which 
it  discharged  in  foam  bdbind,  after  being  operated 
upon  by  the  paddles.  The  hdmsman  exercised  a 
complete  control  over  its  movements,  directing  it 
here  and  there,  with  the  utmost  facility,  amongst 
die  islands  and  near  the  villages,  to  take  up  fresh 
passengers.  Its  slender  diimney,  its  burthen  of 
animals  of  every  degree,  its  reappearance  after  be- 
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ing  ooeaaioiudly  lost  among  the  ulaQd3»  the  ruiti- 
city  of  ita  fonD>  very  plainly  constructad  and 
paiBted  all  white,  ita  great  velocity^  as  it  seemed* 
ftom  its  slight  draughty  to  skim  over  the  suiface  of 
the  stream,  attracted  general  admiratioiu  It  looked 
like  a  peasant-*girl  endowed  by  nature  with  all  the 
solid  and  useful  accomplishments  of  civilized  lijfe. 

There  are  two  of  these  rafts  which  ply  three 
times  a-day  between  La  Bouille  and  Bouen*  Ex- 
cept so  far  as  the  steam  machinery  is  concerned, 
they  are  said  to  be  very  old  acquaintances  of  the 
Seine  in  this  direction,  their  existence  being  trace- 
able aa  far  back  as  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth 
century ;  they  are  called  by  the  Normans  <'  boat- 
coaches,^  bateamr-coches. 

I  ought  to  have  before  noticed,  a  little  beyond 
La  Bouille,  the  vQli^  of  MouUneux,  seated  on 
the  dedivity  of  a  mountain,  behind  which  extends 
the  forest  of  La  Lande,  celebrated  in  the  middle 
ages  for  the  robberies  and  assassiaations  of  which 
it  was  the  theatre.  Oil  the  summit  of  an  abrupt 
hill  are  seen  the  ruina  of  an  old  castle  built  by  one 
of  the  Dukes  of  Normandy  to  defend  the  passage 
of  the  river ;  it  is  called  the  castle  of  Bobert-le- 
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Diable,  of  whom  many  traditions  are  related,  de- 
monstrative of  his  perfect  right  to  the  title  which 
is  added  to  his  name.  The  frowning  forest  of  La 
Lande  was  the  favourite  scene  of  his  adventures ; 
from  its  dark  recesses  he  rushed  out  upon  the  tra- 
veling merchants  of  those  days,  and,  after  plun- 
dering them  of  their  property,  he  conveyed  them 
into  its  shades,  whence  they  never  emerged  again. 
The  beauteous  and  retired  banks  of  the  Seine  were 
in  those  days  much  sought  after,  as  sites  for  con- 
vents and  monasteries,  by  the  religious  of  both 
sexes.  Amongst  other  audacious  feats  ascribed  to 
Robert,  it  is  told  that  he  broke  periodically  into 
the  nunneries  in  his  neighbourhood,  selected  its 
most  attractive  inmates,  bore  them  away  to  his 
bowers  in  the  interior  of  the  forest,  and,  after  ren- 
dering them  the  victims  of  his  violent  passions, 
dismissed  them  with  their  bosoms  mutilated  in  the 
most  barbarous  manner.  This  outlaw  is  not  to  be 
confounded  with  another  Duke  of  Normandy,  the 
father  of  the  "  Conqueror,*^  who  lived  some  three 
hundred  years  after ;  and  who,  for  some  reason  or 
another,  bbre  occasionally  the  same  title,  although 
the  reverse  of  the  fiend  in  all  things. 
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We  landed  at  Rouen  soon  after  one  oVIock,  and, 
having  taken  up  our  quarters  at  the  Grand  Hotel, 
we  proceeded  forthwith  to  see  the '<  lions  ^  of  the 
place,  under  the  auspices  of  an  English  Cicerone, 
the  least  talkative  of  the  Tullian  race  I  had  yet 
encountered.  Rouen  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the 
moBt  interesting  cities  in  Europe.  Its  situation, 
in  the  midst  of  undulating  hills,  teeming  with  na- 
tural wealth,  and  diversified  by  scenery  of  the 
most  enchanting  description ;  its  famed  cathedral 
and  churches ;  its  narrow  lofty  streets,  built  in  the 
fantastic  styles  of  the  middle  ages ;  the  many  cu- 
rious old  wooden  edifices  which  strike  the  eye 
in  every  quarter,  presmt  to  the  traveller  many 
objects  well  calculated  to  arrest  his  attention  and 
to  gratify  his  curiosity. 

It  may  be  remembered  that  a  few  years  ago,  a 
great  part  of  the  principal  tower  of  the  cathedral 
was  struck  down  by  the  electric  fluid  during  a  tre- 
mendous storm.  The  damage  has  been  since  re- 
paired in  a  most  extraordinary  manner — a  manner 
peculiarly  French.  An  imitation  of  the  former 
summit,  which  was  remarkable  for  its  light  and 
airy  appearance  in  consequence  of  its  being  pierced 
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through  in  every  possible  direction,  has  been  framed 
in  easl-iran ;  and  this  awful  pile  has  been  planted 
on  that  portion  of  the  dd  tower  which  survived 
the  tempest.  I  say  awful^  because  it  is  calculated 
to  attract  the  lightning  so  powerfully  when  the 
storm  shall  again  collect  its  force  in  the  neighbour* 
hood  of  Rouen ;  and,  should  vibration  take  place^ 
and  the  mass  tumble,  as  it  scans  always  threaten- 
ing to  do,  the  devastation  it  must  produce  would 
be  teirific.  The  difference  of  its  colour  firom  the 
lower  part  of  the  tower,  and  from  that  of  the  sacred 
edifice  in  general,  is  a  deformity  which  no  lapse  of 
time  can  remedy. 

The  interiors  of  the  cathedral,  and  of  the  church 
of  St  Ouen,  their  richly-painted  windows,  their 
vaulted  roofs,  their  chapels,  monuments,  and  altars, 
we  had  merely  time  to  glance  at.  They  are  so  cele- 
brated for  the  effect  which  they  were  intended  to 
produce— the  instant  diversion  of  the  mind  from 
the  ordinary  affairs  of  life,  and  the  impulsion  of  its 
fSEunilties  to  the  contemplation  of  all  that  awaits  us 
in  other  worlds — that,  even  had  leisure  permitted 
me  to  examine  them  in  detail,  I  should  have  re- 
served the  memory  of  them  in  my  own  bosom. 
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Tlie  subjects  bare  been  made  so  common-place  by 
architectund  toorists  and  pro&ssed  book^maketSy 
that  I  could  scarcely  h<^  to  redeem  them  from 
the  jargon  in  which  they  have  been  involved. 
There  is  a  holy  water  vase  at  the  entrance  of  the 
church  of  St.  Ouen,  which  is  called  the  magic 
minor — a  name  it  well  deserves ;  when  quite  f ull» 
as  it  happened  to  be  when  I  saw  it,  it  reflects  the 
whole  roof  so  perfectly,  that  you  feel,  while  look* 
ing  upon  its  surface,  as  if  the  beauteous  pile  were 
suddenly  turned  upside  down.  The  vessel  is 
placed  precisely  in  the  spot  in  which  alone  this 
optical  effect  could  have  been  created;  its  posi- 
tion  is  said  to  have  been  entirely  accidental. 

Tokens  of  the  new  industry  of  France  are  abun- 
dantly manifest  in  the  new  buildings  which  are 
seen  by  the  river-side,  and  in  the  various  manufac- 
tories which  have  been  erected  at  a  short  distance 
from  the  town.  The  new  custom^iouse  is  a  superb 
structure.  It  is  a  careful  provision  of  the  autho- 
rities that  the  manufactories  should  have  been  kept 
at  some  distance  from  the  town.  They  are  ranged 
cue  after  another  with  gardens  and  fields  between 
tiiem,  so  as  to  mitigate  the  nuisance  of  their  smoke 
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as  much  as  possible.  The  river  in  front  of  the  mag- 
nificent quay  was  crowded  with  shipping  of  con- 
siderable burthen.  A  new  suspension  bridge,  the 
quay  covered  with  all  kinds  of  merchandise,  nu- 
merous shops  filled  with  goods  set  out  in  the  most 
tempting  array,  many  having  long  streamers  of 
gaily-coloured  silks  and  cottons  suspended  from  the 
upper  windows,  streets  constantly  traversed  by  cars, 
and  waggons,  and  carriages,  and  a  population  in- 
tent upon  business,  served  at  once  to  indicate  the 
decided  change  which  has  converted  a  strong  mili- 
tary fortress  into  an  emporium  of  trade. 

Before  the  revolution  of  1789  Rouen  was  a  place 
of  ramparts,  ditches,  castles,  towers,  bastions,  case- 
ments, drawbridges,  and  fortified  gates.  All  these 
emblems  of  strife  have  nearly  disappeared.  The 
ancient  physiognomy  of  the  town  has  been  wholly 
altered ;  with  the  exception  of  the  churches  and 
the  old  wooden  houses,  few  things  now  remain  to 
attest  the  antiquity  of  this  once  formidable  strong- , 
hold  of  the  Norman  dynasties. 

We  dined  at  the  table  cFhSte  of  our  hotel— 
which,  by  the  bye,  I  would  recommend  all  travel- 
lers to  do,  for  a  better-served  table  I  have  sel- 
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dom  seen  in  France — and,  in  the  evening,  drove 
as  far  as  we  could,  and  walked  the  remainder  of 
the  way,  until  we  completed  the  ascent  of  the  hill 
of  St.  Catherine,  which  commands  a  complete  view 
of  Rouen  and  of  the  country  in  its  neighbourhood. 
The  prospect  fully  repaid  our  toil.  The  sun, 
which  was  just  setting  behind  the  town,  lent  a  so- 
lemn lustre  to  the  roofs  and  steeples  of  the  sacred 
edifices  with  which  Rouen  abounds,  the  high  nar- 
row streets  being  at  the  same  time  involved  in 
shade.  The  winding  river  was  seen  to  a  consider- 
able distance,  here  covered  with  shipping,  there 
stealing  its  course  through  green  pastures,  now 
darkening  under  the  coming  night,  now  borrowing 
the  red  and  purple  colours  of  the  clouds  which 
canopied  the  descending  orb. 

The  ground  on  which  we  stood  was  once  a  for- 
tress ;  a  portion  of  its  castle  still  remains  standing, 
though  much  shattered  by  the  lightning.  '  The 
walls  are  overthrown  and  covered  with  grass,  and 
the  mounds  visible  on  all  sides  clothed. with  ver- 
dure, bear  witness  to  the  importance  formerly  at- 
tached to  the  possession  of  this  hill  by  the  chival- 
rous rulers  of  Normandy.    Villas  and  new  houses 
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of  various  descriptions  appeared  to  be  in  progress 
of  erection  in  the  suburbs,  and,  had  it  not  been 
for  that  terrible  eye-sore — the  cast-iron  topping  of 
the  cathedral  tower — I  should  have  said  that  the 
picture  presented  to  our  view  combined  features 
of  beauty  and  grandeur  scarcely  excelled  by  any 
other  city  I  have  seen  in  Europe — Constantinople 
and  Naples  only  excepted.  That  monstrosity  does 
all  it  can  to  mar  the  magic  of  the  scene. 

The  traveller  should  not  fail  to  visit  the  place 
where  the  Maid  of  Orleans  was  so  iniquitously 
sacrificed,  the  more  especially  as  near  it  he  will 
find  a  remarkably  curious  old  mansion,  called 
**  The  Hotel  du  Bourgtheroude/*  which  has  puz- 
zled all  the  antiquaries  who  have  yet  written  about 
Ilouen.  On  two  of  the  walls  of  the  court-yard 
are  some  bas-reliefs,  executed  in  the  rudest  and 
most  clumsy  style  of  the  art,  'and  yet  possessing  a 
fastastic  boldness  and  an  expression  of  character 
which  strongly  rivet  the  attention.  One  set  of 
these  carvings  represents  the  celebrated  interview 
between  our  Henry  the  Eighth  and  Francis  the 
First  The  ^attempt  to  exhibit  in  stone  the  field 
spread  with  the  cloth  of  gold  is  very  droll.     The 
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figures  of  the  kings  and  their  attendants  are  really 
well  laboured  out,  and  several  of  the  horses  are 
chiselled  with  no  common  spirit;  but  the  whole 
scene  presents  an  aspect  irresistibly  comic  The 
other  compartment  of  the  work  is  occupied  with 
pictures  of  pastoral  life — ^men  cutting  down  com 
— mowing  hay — ^ploughing— driying  sheep  to  the 
fold — ^and  following  the  various  avocations  of  the 
cornitiy.  The  whole  scene  reminded  us  of  the 
down  at  Astle3r's  theatre,  who  imitates  the  master 
professor  of  the  circus  with  a  dexterity  which, 
though  rude  in  its  way,  is  still  well  worthy  of  the 
lau^iing  admiration  it  seldom  fails  to  acquire. 

The  museum,  also,  of  Rouen,  and  the  public 
library,  offer  many  objects  worth  inspection.  The 
former  contains  a  considerable  number  of  paintings, 
the  gift  of  Napoleon,  selected  from  the  Flemish, 
Dutdi,  Grerman,  French,  Italian,  and  Spanish 
schools.  In  the  library  it  is  stated  that  there  are 
above  a  thousand  manuscripts,  amongst  which  I 
had  the  good  fortune  to  get  a  peep  at  the  cele- 
brated **  Gradual,^  written  by  a  Benedictine  monk, 
and  iUuminated  in  a  style  of  matchless  elegance. 
A  Garadnl  is  a  volume  which  contains  a  series  of 
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anthems,  chiefly  in  the  Gregorian  note,  and  used 
at  mass  and  vespers  in  the  Catholic  church.  The 
first  letters  of  the  anthems  are  ornamented  with 
designs  of  the  most  exquisite  beauty.  The  work^ 
which  is  upon  vellum,  is  said  to  have  employed 
the  leisure  hours  of  the  writer  during  a  period  of 
thirty  years.  The  museum  and  the  library  oc- 
cupy apartments  in  the  ancient  Abbey  of  St.  Ouen, 
an  extensive  as  well  as  a  very  stately  edifice,  which 
has  been  used  for  several  years  as  the  hdtel  de 
ville.  There  are  large  gardens  attached  to  it, 
which,  though  now  used  as  a  public  promenade, 
seem  to  have  been  well  calculated  to  encourage 
religious  meditation.  The  views  from  the  library 
windows  of  the  mountains  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Rouen  are  pregnant  with  all  the  charms  of  tran- 
quillity. 

It  will  be  confessed,  I  think,  that  we  were  not 
inactive  during  our  short  stay  at  Rouen.  A  fort- 
night or  three  weeks  might,  indeed,  be  very  plea- 
santly engaged  in  examining  this  most  interesting 
town  and  the  scenery  for  some  leagues  around  it. 
We  had  but  a  few  hours  to  devote  to  any  such 
purpose.   We  remamed  there  but  one  night.  Quit- 
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tbg  our  beds  at  the  early  hour  of  three  the  follow- 
ing morning,  we  embarked  on  board  the  *^  Dorade,^ 
so  called  from  the  fish  of  that  name  (the  John 
Dory,  as  we  style  it),  which  is  said  to  be  abundant 
in  this  part  of  the  Sdne,  and  also  of  a  peculiarly 
fine  flavour.  The  <<Dorade"  is  an  iron  steamer, 
about  two  hundred  English  feet  in  length,  and  at 
midships  twenty  feet  across,  exclusive  of  the  paddle- 
boxes.  It  terminates  in  a  pdnt  at  both  ends,  and 
is  of  forty-horse  power.  We  found  but  few  first- 
place  passengers  on  board.  There  were,  however, 
some  twenty  or  thirty  sturdy-looking  rustics  in 
the  rear,  rather  above  the  order  of.  labouring  pea- 
santry, and  yet  not  quite  the  yeoman  in  appear- 
ance. I  was  told  that  the  average  daily  number 
of  passengers  by  the  boats  which  ply  from  Rouen 
to  Paris  was  about  fifty.  The  first  places  are 
twelve  francs,  the  second  nine.  There  is  a  restaura- 
teur on  board,  so  that,  as  in  the  \^  Normandie,^  you 
can  dine  very  much  according  to  your  own  taste. 
The  ^*  Dorade,^  as  well  as  the  other  boats  on  this 
station,  are  necessarily  narrow,  as  they  have  to  pass 
through  the  arches  of  several  old  bridges,  to  the 
vol,.  I.  s 
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builders  of  ivhich  it  never  occurred  to  make  any 
provision  for  iron  steam-boats. 

We  did  not  get  away  until  about  half-past  four 
A.M.  The  morning  was  remarkably  cold,  consider- 
ing that  we  were  near  midsummer.  The  wind 
blew  keenly  from  the  east,  and  compelled  us  to 
wrap  ourselves  in  our  cloaks.  The  ruin-crowned 
eminences  on  our  left  teemed  with  the  histories  of 
sieges  and  battles  of  former  days ;  in  the  midst  shone 
out  the  pretty  chapel  of  the  Virgin,  seated,  as  if  to 
witness  the  meek  triumph  and  uninterrupted  con- 
tinuance of  religion  through  all  the  vicissitudes  of 
barbarian  ages.  The  banks  of  the  liver  on  our 
right  were  low  and  evidently  subject  to  inundations, 
which,  although  they  contributed  to  fertilize  the 
land,  left  behind  them  marshes,  said  to  be  produc- 
tive of  malaria.  An  enormous  winding  of  the  river 
took  us  down  to  Elbeuf,  and  then  up  in  a  parallel 
course  to  Pont-de-l'Arche.  Elbeuf  has  been  long 
celebrated  for  its  fine  cloth  manufactures.  The  re- 
vocation of  the  Edict  of  Nantes  suspended  their 
prosperity  for  some  time,  by  compeUing  its  inha- 
bitants, who  are  principally  Huguenots,  and  almost 
all  engaged  in  that  trade,  to  take  refuge  in  Eng- 
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land.  During  the  earlj  stages  of  the  Revolution, 
however,  the  factories  gradually  resumed  their  for- 
mer activity ;  they  extended  rapidly  after  the  sepa- 
ration  of  Belgium  from  France,  and  they  now  afford 
occupation  to  five  or  six  thousand  persons  of  both 
sexes  and  every  age.  The  town  is  very  agreeably 
situated  in  a  valley,  overlooked  by  a  chain  of  moun- 
tains, well  wooded  throughout  their  whole  extent. 

One  of  Prout's  most  picturesque  sketches  of  the 
Seine  is  the  Pont-de-rArche.  A  fine  old  bridge  of 
twenty  arches  extends  from  a  little  above  the  con- 
fluence of  the  Seine  with  the  Eure,  and  at  the 
same  time  passes  over  three  branches  of  the  former 
river.  It  is  said  to  have  been  erected  so  long  ago 
as  the  year  854.  An  ancient  mill  and  church  come 
with  great  effect  into  the  picture,  and  render  it, 
perhaps,  the  most  interesting  object  between  Rouen 
and  Paris.  Amongst  our  English  companions  on 
board,  I  detected  one  of  our  most  accomplished 
artists,  in  consequence  of  the  enthusiasm  with 
which  he  admired  this  scene,  and  of  the  happy 
phraseology  which  he  used  in  pointing  out  its  most 
striking  features  to  his  wife  and  two  female  friends 
by  whom  he  was  accompanied.  He  turned  out  to 
K  2 
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be  an  old  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Forster ;  and  so  we 
all  forthwith  concluded  a  league  of  friendship,  as  if 
we  had  known  each  other  a  hundred  years.     Mrs. 

M was,  if  I  might  say  so,  quite  a  devotee  to 

the  beauties,  and  stiU  more  to  the  antiquities  and 
legends,  of  the  Seine.  She  had  traversed  it  re- 
peatedly— ^had  stopped  and  roamed  about  for  days 
among  its  most  storied  towns  and  villages — ^had 
collected  many  traditions  from  the  elderly  people 
whom  she  had  met  every  where-— and  was  full  of  all 
sorts  of  information,  which  to  me  was  new  and  ex- 
citing. The  party,  moreover,  did  me  the  favour  to 
say,  that  they  had  been  already  rendered  quite 
familiar  with  me  through  my  voyage  on  the  Da- 
nube. It  is  indeed  a  compensation  for  many  of  the 
ills  of  life  thus  to  meet  persons,  strange  to  my  eye 
most  friendly  to  my  heart,  by  reason  of  the  commu- 
nication previously  established  between  us  through 
the  instrumentality  of  literature. 

The  bank  on  oiur  rights  hitherto  monotonous, 
began  to  be  varied  by  bosomy  tmdulations,  soon 
after  we  quitted  Pontrde-rArche.  Through  some 
of  these  eminences  chalk  formations  occasionally 
broke  out ;  but,  for  the  most  part,  they  were  clothed 
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with  varduxey  and  presented  at  tbdr  feet  lines  of 
poplars,  the  picturesque  character  of  which  I  had 
to  defend  against  my  fellow-voyagen,  who  almost 
continually  denounced  them  as  a  nuisance. 

From  the  poplars  our  attaition  was  directed  to 
a  young  French  artist,  who  was  sitting,  as  he  con- 
ceived,  in  a  most  striking  attitude,  near  one  of  the 
paddle-boxes,  holding  in  his  right-hand  a  tortoise- 
shell,  sQTer-headed  cane,  his  left  arm  akimbo,  one 
1^  thrown  over  the  other,  his  hair  hang^g  in  thick 
ringlets  oirer  his  shoulders,  and  on  the  top  of  his 
head  a  little  soft,  yellow,  round  hat,  or  rather  cap^ 
with  a  narrow  edge  turned  in  all  round*  The  hat 
was  less  on  the  top  than  on  the  side  of  his  pericrft* 
nium,  where  it  hung  with  an  air  of  coxcombry  that 
was  exquisitely  ludicrous.  This  is  a  style  which 
has  been  recently  affected  by  the  young  artists  of 
Fmnce.  The  cut  of  the  coat  is  also  peculiar,  the 
object  of  the  whde  costume  being  to  imitate  the 
portraits  of  Baffaelle  as  closely  as  a  slight  defeiv 
enoe  to  modem  fiushion  will  permit.  Thus  they 
aeparate  themselves  from  the  general  mass  of  the 
ocHmnunity ;  wherever  they  meet  they  are  enabled 
to  recc^;ni2e  each  other,  and  they  flatter  themselves 
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that  their  moustaches  and  whiskered  cheeks  and 
chins,  aided  by  a  studious,  pensive,  languishing 
look,  render  them  irresistible  to  the  ladies.  The 
inconsistency  between  the  self-importance  assumed 
by  this  specimen  of  ^*  young  France,'^  and  his  seat 
near  the  paddle-box,  where  he  was  mixed  up  with 
the  motley  groups  of  the  secondary  class  of  pas^ 
sengers,  was  not  the  least  striking  feature  of  the 

exhibition  which  he  presented  to  my  friend  M , 

who  by  stealth  copied  him  off  capitally. 

Another  character,  or  rather  pair  of  characters, 
.we  had  on  board,  consisted  of  an  elderly  French 
gentleman  of  the  ancien  rfgime^  and  his  fat,  dum* 
pling-looking,  neatly-capped  and  shawled  house- 
keeper. He  appeared  bordering  dose  on  his 
seventy-fifth  summer,  enjoying  a  green  old  age,  a 
buoyant  cheerful  temper,  a  good  appetite,  and  his 
manners  were  of  the  most  amiable  and  engaging 
description.  His  companion  made  him  put  on  his 
cloak  whenever  she  thought  the  wind  blew  too 
keenly — ^and,  undoubtedly,  he  had  much  occasion 
for  it ;  as,  although  the  sun  shone  out  in  a  perfectly 
cloudless  sky,  whenever  we  became,  by  the  wind- 
ings of  the  river,  f uUy  exposed  on  the  eastern  side^ 
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the  cold  was  more  piercing  than  I  ever  felt  it  even 
in  December.  If  the  temperature  varied,  she  took 
off  the  cloak  again,  and,  folding  it  up  neatly,  held 
it  in  her  l^p  until  he  again  required  it.  Her  ser- 
vices were  all  performed  with  a  degree  of  recognized 
authority,  but,  at  the  same  time,  with  a  manifest 
feeling  of  respect  and  affection  which  were  beautiful 
in  their  way.  When  he  slept,  she  shut  her  eyes  and 
nodded  too;  when  he  awoke,  she  also  brightened 
up,  as  if  by  magnetic  sympathy.  The  contrast 
between  them  was  complete — he  a  tall,  slender,  ve- 
nerable, very  gentlemanly-looking  person ;  she  a 
short,  thick-built  woman,  cleanly  and  substantially 
dressed,  a  stout  gold  ring  on  the  second  finger  of 
her  right-hand,  but  altogether  a  personage  much 
superior  to  our  waitress  of  the  *' Normandie.^ 
They  breakfiisted  comfortably  together  on  a  potage, 
and  a  botde  of  the  best  vin  de  Macon,  which  she 
recommended  him  to  take  in  preference  to  another 
he  had  named.  She  thought,  good  soul !  that  the 
Macon  woidd  do  him  more  good.  I  observed  that 
she  did  not  forget  to  help  herself. 

It  is  no  uncommon  thing  for  octogenarians  in 
France  to  go  about  attended  by  domestiques  of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


66  AN    OCTOGENARIAN. 

this  description ;  in  walking  through  the  streets  of 
l^aris,  they  are  followed  by  these  faithful  nurseSi 
wlio  carry  their  cloaks  and  umbrellas  for  them,  and 
warn  them  at  the  crossings,  lest  they  should  knock 
a  foot  against  a  stone  or  be  run  down  by  a  cab. 
When  the  master  pays  a  visit,  she  sits  in  the  hall, 
or  in  a  separate  room,  maintaining  a  certain  d^ree 
of  state  of  her  own,  apart,  indeed,  fiom  him, 
but  also  distinguished  firom  the  rank  of  a  menial 
servant. 
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CHAPTER    IV. 

Comrenienoes  of  Steamers.  Prolongatum  of  life.  German  Fhi- 
losopby.  Temon.  Animated  Scenery.  Fandty  of  Birdt. 
Fliddki  of  the  Donide.  Bodi.6irfon.  Cocmt  d'Bng^iien. 
La  BeDe  3Aante8.    ArriTal  at  Paris. 

6t  the  bye,  let  us  here  observe  one  of  the  results 
of  steam-navigatioD,  with  reference  to  its  probable 
agency  in  extending  the  duration  of  human  life. 
Assuming  that  the  gentleman  whom  I  have  just 
noticed  was  obliged  by  his  afiairs  to  take  a  journey 
finm  Rouen  to  Paris— if  there  had  been  no  steam- 
boat, he  must  have  gone  in  the  diligenc€f  or  posted 
perhaps  in  his  own  carriage.  He  appeared  to  be 
rheumatic,  and  very  feeble ;  if  he  had  been  shut 
up  in  a  carriage,  and  subjected  to  its  motion,  the 
efiect  upon  his  health  could  not  have  been  other* 
wise  than  injurious;  fever,  fatigue,  loss  of  appe* 
tite,  would  have  tended  to  impair  the  little  strength 
that  remained  to  him ;  he  might  have  had  uneasy, 
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interrupted  slumbers,  but  he  could  not  have  slept; 
whereas,  on  board  the  **  Dorade,^  he  had  his  couch 
to  go  to  when  he  pleased,  whereupon  to  extend  his 
limbs — ^he  had  the  deck  to  walk  upon — the  open 
air  to  inhale — ^his  meals  when  he  liked — his  bottle 
of  Medoc — ^and  his  domestique  to  cloak  or  uncloak 
him,  as  the  varying  temperature  of  the  day  re- 
quired. He  suffered  no  more  inconvenience  in  go- 
ing to  Paris  by  the  steamer  than  he  would  have 
had  to  encounter  in  his  own  house.  Let  the  insur- 
ance-offices look  to  it ;  steamers  will,  I  suspect,  be 
found  no  friends  to  their  annuities. 

Our  secondary  passengers  appeared  to  be  prin- 
cipally mechanics  and  agriculturists — all  well-buiU 
men,  in  good  condition,  and  comfortably  dressed — 
especially  the  farmer-looking  men,  who  seemed  to 
have  plenty  of  money.  When  the  fare  was  de- 
manded all  round,  they  usually  pulled  out  from 
their  waistcoat-pockets  a  cotton  handkerchief  well 
stored  with  five-franc  pieces.  When  the  operation 
of  payment  was  over — a  duty  performed  on  one 
side  with  a  reluctance  very  little  in  keeping  with 
the  avidity  betrayed  on  the  other — ^they  diligently 
knotted  the  handkerchief  again,  and  stuffed  it  into 
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the  pocket  whence  it  had  been  drawn.  The  lump 
must  have  been  inconvenient  in  such  a  place,  but 
I  presume  they  like  it,  as  a  constant  evidence  that 
their  treasure  is  in  safety. 

As  we  glided  along  amidst  scenery  ever  new  and 
beautiful,  we  kept  up  a  smart  fire  of  conversation 
upon  all  sorts  of  topics — the  transcendental  school 
of  Germany — to  .me  an  entire  mystery — the  perva- 
sion of  the  electric  soul  of  love  throughout  all  na- 
ture, in  which  I  am  a  firm  believer— the  faculty  of 
consciousness  bestowed  upon  all  creatures, .  from 
man  down  to  the  most  minute  gnat  that  dances 
quadrilles  in  the  sun-beams*— of  which  said  con- 
sciousness I  am  also  a  decided  advocate,  as  a  power 
of  thought  altogether  separate  from  that  which  be- 
longs to  the  human  mind,  and  ceasing  with  the 
death  of  the  inferior  creature — the  luxurious  at- 
tractions of  the  John-Dory  for  my  namesake,  the 
well-known  player — and  a  hundred  other  subjects. 

We  passed  under  a  very  handsome  suspension- 
bridge,  near  Chslteau  Gaillard :  the  ruins  of  that 
celebrated  castle  present  to  the  view  a  remarkably 
imposing  and  picturesque  object.  It  was  origin- 
aUy  erected  by  our  Richard  Coeur-de-Lion,  to  de- 
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fend  his  Norman  possessioDs  against  France*  It 
was  in  one  of  its  dungeons  that  Margaret  of  Bar* 
gundy  was  strangled  for  her  debaucheries.  Near 
it  is  the  very  beautiful  town  of  Andelys,  where 
Poussin  was  bom.  A  little  diabby  house  is  shewn 
there,  upon  which  lustre  nevertheless  dwells,  be- 
cause it  is  said  to  have  been  once  the  abode  of 
Comeille — such  is  the  power  of  poetry!  Bias- 
chard,  the  aeronaut,  and  Brunei,  the  engineer,  are 
understood  also  to  have  first  seen  the  light  at  An- 
delys.  The  hospital  founded  there  by  the  Dake 
of  Panthievre,  grandfather  of  the  present  King  of 
the  French,  is  a  moet  splendid  pile,  looking  mudi 
more  Oriental  than  European.  Mr.  M-— —  ad- 
mitted that  my  cjrpress-looking  poplars,  grouped 
near  this  magnificent  structure,  added  materially 
to  its  picturesque  effect. 

Winding  up  the  river  we  reach  the  town  of  Ver- 
non, which,  from  a  petty  village^  was  converted 
into  a  place  of  great  strength  by  our  Henry  the 
First.  An  enormous  tower,  in  which  the  ardiives 
of  the  district  are  now  preserved,  lifts  its  bead  like 
a  hoary  warrior  of  thoee  sanguinary  ages.  The 
streets  are  wretchedly  built,  but  the  antiquity  of 
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the  hoiuesy  its  very  beautiful  parish  church,  aad 
its  commandiDg  situatioD,  render  Yemon  an  object 
of  marked  interest  in  the  panorama  through  which 
we  are  moving.  The  bridge  is  one  of  the  oldest 
structures  of  the  kind  on  the  river;  in  consequence 
of  some  concussion  to  which  it  was  subjected,  one 
of  the  arches  was  bent  out  of  its  place  altogether ; 
the  modem  restcnner — ^instead  of  taking  the  whole 
arch  down,  left  the  deformity  just  as  it  was,  and 
filled  in  the  vacuum  made  by  its  displacement — a 
truly  French  idea,  worthy  of  the  men  who  con- 
ceived the  idea  of  the  iron  summit  to  the  tower  of 
the  Rouen  cathedraL 

By  noon  we  experienced  some  approach  to  the 
genial  temperature  of  summer;  patches  of  grey 
doud  were  scattered  here  and  there  upon  a  dark 
green  sky  ;  great  numbers  of  swallows  were  sport- 
ing  everywhere  around  us;  on  either  side  were 
fields  of  a  rich  emerald  green,  interspersed  with 
patches  of  a  yellow  flower,  the  seeds  of  which  yield 
oiL  The  contrast  between  the  two  lively  colours, 
and  the  chasing  of  shadow  after  shadow  as  the 
clouds  passed  over  them,  lent  to  the  scene  a  magi- 
cal variety. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


62  ANIMATED    SCENERY. 

Out  sounds  the  bell  whenever  we  approach  a 
village  or  a  town  ;  then  the  groups  assembling  on 
the  shore — the  joy  of  friends  meeting — ^the  adieus 
of  friends  separating — ^the  sudden  disappearance  of 
the  one  party  from  the  other  before  they  half  finish 
the  talk  which  they  had  just  renewed — the  whirl 
of  the  boat  from  fields  glowing  with  herbage 
amongst  rugged  rocks  or  mural  precipices  of  chalk, 
over  whose  snowy  summits  troops  of  jackdaws  are 
hovering — habitations,  and  even  churches,  exca- 
vated in  the  hills — ^vineyards,  planted  on  the  slopes 
where  the  southern  sun  seems  to  sleep — the  alter- 
nations of  fertility  and  barrenness  —  the  distant 
vistas  through  clumps  of  trees  and  through  arches 
of  bridges — the  spires  of  churches,  from  which  oc- 
casionally flies  the  tri-coloured  flag — old  high- 
roofed  ch&teaus,  with  their  straight  avenues — these, 
and  a  thousand  other  objects  in  the  panorama,  the 
pencil  in  vain  attempts  to  preserve.  The  slightest 
movement  of  the  helm  to  the  one  side  or  the  other 
imparts  to  the  whole  a  new  combination  of  features, 
which  the  wild  deviations  of  the  current  again  tend 
to  diversify.  Castles,  and  towers,  and  mountains 
appear  to  turn  themselves  round  on  all  sides,  as  if 
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they  were  rivals  in  their  claims  upon  our  admira- 
tion; but  lo!  just  as  we  are  about  to  decide  to 
which  the  preference  ought  to  be  given,  they  all, 
with  a  sort  of  flirting  saudness,  bid  us  good-bye ! 
How  veiy  few  birds  one  sees  or  hears  in  France ! 
With  the  exception  of  the  swallows  and  jackdaws 
just  noticed,  I  saw  none.    At  Rouen,  I  heard  the 
cuckoo ;  but  we  all  miss  the  twittering  sparrow^ 
the  joyous  thrush  and  blackbird,  the  goldfinch, 
and  the  other  gay  and  musical  visitors  of  our  Eng- 
lish  woods  and  hedges*    Absent  too  is  that  chorus 
of  insects,  which  in  the  summer-time  seldom  fail  to 
ang  their  vespers  to  the  Creator  in  our  own  firma- 
ment. 

Many  questions  have  been  lately  raised  as  to  the 
most  advantageous  mode  of  constructing  steam- 
boat paddles.  Experiments  performed  by  direction 
of  the  Admiralty  have  developed  a  most  unexpected 
result,  clearly  demonstrating  that  thepaddle^boards  ' 
hitherto  employed  have  been  much  larger  than  is 
required,  and  that  vessels  have  been  most  unneces- 
sarily shaken  and  the  engines  strained  in  conse- 
quence. The  constructors  of  the  "  Dorade"  thought 
that  they  could  not  make  her  paddle-boards  sufii- 
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ciently  extensive.  The  arches  of  Ae  bridges 
through  which  she  had  to  pass  somewhat  restrained 
their  ambition,  but  thej  endearoured  to  compen-  . 
sate  the  supposed  evil  as  far  as  thej  could,  by 
giving  the  board  a  direction  divergent  from  the 
axis.  The  consequence  was,  the  vessel  trembled 
through  all  her  joints  at  every  stroke*  Another 
result  was  less  disagreeable.  The  board  struck  the 
water  at  an  angle,  which  threw  off  the  element  be- 
yond the  outer  edge  in  an  arch  of  sharp  light  par- 
ticles. Observing  this,  I  immediately  looked  for 
the  prismatic  bow  beneath,  and  there  I  found  it, 
larger  or  smaller  as  the  course  of  the  vessel  changed 
in  relation  to  the  sun.  Sometimes  a  perfect  circle 
of  the  prismatic  colours  was  formed  in  the  bosom 
of  the  river ;  sometimes  a  bow  which  darted  in  and 
out.  We  amused  ourselves  by  contemplating  this 
additional  proof,  though  none  was  required,  of  the 
solution  which  science  has  long  since  given  of  the 
phenomenon  of  the  rainbow.  A  drcle  produced 
by  similar  causes  I  had  never  seen  before,  and  I 
found  that  it  was  equally  novel  to  the  men  belong- 
ing to  the  vessel. 

But  here  we  are  at  Roche-Guyon— a  very  remark- 
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id)]e-lookiiig  place.  It  derives  its  name  (Roche) 
from  a  very  precipitous,  indeed,  almost  mural,  rock, 
at  the  foot  of  which  a  Sieur  de  Guy,  or  Guyon, 
built  a  cb&teau  in  the  time  of  Louis  le  Gros.  In 
the  higfier  part  of  the  rock  a  chapel  was  excavated 
as  a  place  of  sepulture  for  Guy  and  his  family,  and 
on  the  summit  he  raised  a  tower,  from  which  he 
cooU  command  a  view  of  the  country  round  for 
many  a  league.  The  tower  CfNnmunicated  with 
the  AkteaxL  by  a  staircase  cut  in  the  rock.  Since 
Guy's  time  many  additions  have  been  made  to  the 
oW  chateau  by  several  members  of  the  Rochefou- 
cauld family,  who,  at  a  vast  expense,  have  also 
formed  extensive  gardens  and  a  magnificent  pro- 
menade on  what  was  formerly  a  barren  mountain. 
This  fortress— for  such  it  was  during  the  contests 
for  Normandy  between  England  and  France-^was 
gallantly  defended  by  the  widow  of  Guy,  the  sixth 
Lord  of  Roche-Guyou  (who  was  slain  at  the  battle 
of  Agincourt),  against  the  Earl  of  Warwick.  The 
Earl  respected  her  valour  so  much  that  he  offered 
to  leave  her  in  possession  of  the  place,  if  she  would 
plight  her  allegiance  to  the  King  of  England.  She 
VOL.  I.  F 
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refused  the  condition,  and  lost  all  her  estates  in 
consequence. 

It  was  here  that  the  Count  d'IBnghien  (the  con- 
queror of  Cerisolles)  met  an  ignoble  death,  his 
head  having  been  crushed  to  atoms  by  a  heavy  box 
which  was  thrown  down  upon  him  from  one  of  the 
upper  windows  of  the  chateau.  Francis  the  First 
stifled  all  inquirer  into  this  affair,  lest  it  should 
turn  out  that  ilie  Dauphin  and  the  Marquis 
d^Aumale  (of  the  house  of  Lorraine)  were  impli- 
cated in  it.  A  chamber  is  still  preserved  exactly 
in  the  same  order  in  which  it  was  when  on  one 
occasion  Henry  the  Fourth  slept  in  this  chS.teau— 
the  same  bed — the  same  curtains — the  same  furni- 
ture— the  same  fauleuil,  which  he  used.  A  sus- 
pension-bridge, remarkably  light  and  graceful, 
spans  the  river  here,  the  work  of  M.  BouUand, 
civil  engineer,  who  has  been  compensated  by  a 
grant  of  the  tolls  for  ninety-nine  years.  It  would 
be  diflScult  to  select,  even  on  the  banks  of '  the 
Seine,  which  abound  in  beautiful  sites,  a  finer  locale 
for  the  country  residence  of  a  noble  family  than 
Roche-Guyon. 
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Wheeling  round  through  the  writhings  of  this 
most  serpentine  river,  by  the  charming  villages  of 
Vetheuil  and  Bolleboise,  we  come  within  view  of 
the  parks  and  palace  of  Bosny,  celebrated  as  the 
birthplace  of  Sully.  It  was  also  the  favourite  re- 
sidence,  at  one  time,  of  the  present  Duchess  de 
Berri,  who  spared  no  expense  in  embellishing  it. 
Everybody  remembers  the  brilliant  fdtes  which  she 
gave  in  that  palace,  with  a  view  to  strengthen  her 
political  position  in  France.  Sic  transit!  An 
interesting  monument  of  her  charitable  and  kindly 
nature,  however,  still  remains  in  an  hospital  for  the 
invalids  of  the  village,  which  she  built  in  1820.  In 
the  chapel  of  the  hospital  is  a  marble  cenotaph^ 
which  contains  the  heart  of  the  late  Duke,  pierced 
by  the  poniard  of  Louvel.  Those  were  dark  days 
for  France,  portentous  of  the  storm  which  has  since 
broken  upon  that  country  !     Has  it  passed  away  ? 

Away  with  politics.  On  to  La  Belle  Mantes,  as 
it  is  most  deservedly  designated.  The  approach 
to  the  town  is  truly  superb.  Give  me,  ye  gods ! 
some  pencil  tliat  will  duly  paint  that  bridge  on  our 
left  over  an  arm  of  the  Seine— the  busy  mill  in  its 
central  arch — the  long  vista  through  groves  through 
f2 
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which  we  gaze  upon  it--rthe  church  beyond  it — the 
two  towns  of  Mantes  and  Limay,  which  at  first 
seem  one,  until  our  course  round  a  promontory  dis- 
sipates the  delusion — and  then  a  second  bridge,  in- 
visible before,  eminently  picturesque,  and  then  a 
second  and  a  third  church,  with  their  lofty  old 
tbwers,  and,  beyond  all,  a  long,  long  line  of  pop- 
lars bearing  no  foliage  except  on  the  very  tops  of 
their  tall,  slender  stems,  where  their  branches 
touching  each  other  give  them  the  appearance  of  a 
garland  suspended  in  the  heavens.  We  all  felt  as  if 
we  were  under  the  influence  of  some  enchantment, 
or  of  one  of  those  modem  operations  of  magnetism 
which  are  said  to  be  capable  of  filling  the  soul  with 
ecstatic  visions ! 

The  origin  of  Mantes  is  traceable  to  the  druidi- 
cal  ages.  It  took  a  distinguished  part  in  all  the 
Norman  wars.  One  of  the  most  severe  contests  in 
which  it  was  engaged  was  its  defence  against  Wil- 
liam the  Conqueror,  who  claimed  it  as  his  own  pro- 
perty. During  the  siege  the  Prince  fell  sick.  His 
embonpoint  being  then  somewhat  beyond  the  ordi- 
nary bounds — ^in  an  age  when  everybody  was  fat,  if 
portraits  are  to  be  believed — the  King  of  France 
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said  of  him  that  he  was  in  labour,  and  that  no 
doubt  the  cenmonies  of  his  churching  would  be 
magnificent  '^By  the  splendour  of  God,*'  ex- 
claimed the  hero,  when  he  heard  of  the  sarcasm, 
« I  shall  be  diurched  in  Paris,  and  I  shall  be  at- 
tended by  ten  thousand  lances  in  lien  of  tapers  T  A 
fall  from  his  horse,  however,  as  he  was,  after  his 
ooDFaksoenoe,  riding  through  the  biuning  embers 
of  the  town,  put  an  end  to  his  designs  in  this 
world. 

Mantes  has  about  it  all  that  cheerfulness  of  ap- 
pearance so  well  expressed  in  the  French  phrase  la 
joUe.  An  air  of  elegance  and  mirth  prevails  through 
the  beautiful  promenades  by  wUch  it  is  surrounded. 
The  streets  are  neatly  built.  Limay,  on  the  <^ 
ponte  bank,  is  connected  with  Mantes  by  two 
badges— those  which  had  such  a  baffling  eflGect 
upcnmy  optic  nerves-Hin  island  in  the  middle  of 
the  river  dividing  it  into  two  sisieams.  One  of  the 
bridges  is  higher  up  the  Sdboe  than  the  other,  a 
circumatance  which  added  to  the  puzzling  novelty 
0f  the  whole  ^cture,  as  it  gradually  ualblded  itself 
to  the  view.  Near  Limay  is  a  diapel,  excavated  in 
the  SMHrntain,  called  the  hermitage  of  St  Sauveur, 
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to  which  crowds  from  all  the  country  round  per- 
form pilgrimages  every  year  on  the  6th  of  August. 

On  we  go  through  green  pastures,  margined  here 
and  there  by  banks  of  bright  blue  and  yellow 
flowers,  which  we  can  almost  pull  as  we  pass. 
Troops  of  swallows  again  remind  us  of  the  summer 
we  ought  to  have,  and  would  have  but  for  the  hor- 
rible east  wind.  The  birds  look  astonished  at  the 
volumes  of  black  smoke  which  curl  from  our  chim- 
ney-top, mingling  with  the  white  steam  that  issues 
from  the  safety-valve.  The  smoke,  when  it  first 
bursts  forth,  uniformly  spreads  itself  out  in  the 
form  of  a  Prince  of  Wales's  plume. 

We  arrived  at  Poissy  at  five  o'clock  in  the  even- 
ing. A  very  short  canal,  or  an  extension  of  the 
railway  from  St.  Germain-en-Laye,  would  have 
saved  a  circuit  of  the  river,  which  cost  us,  at  least, 
an  hour  and  a  half  of  time.  But  such  an  im- 
provement as  this  is  not  all  at  once  to  be  expected 
in  France.  So  the  circuit  we  were  obliged  to  make, 
by  Acheres,  Audressy,  Garennes,  and  Herblay,  to 
Maisons,  where  the  splendid  residence  of  M.  Lafitte 
comes  suddenly  on  the  eye. 

Here  is  another  striking  proof  of  the  changes  oc- 
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curring  amongst  our  neighbours  in  consequence  of 
their  commercial  progress.  Before  the  Revolution, 
the  chateau  of  Maisons  belonged  to  the  Count 
d'Artois,  the  late  Charles  the  Tenth,  who  had 
private  apartments  constructed  in  it  for  the  use  of 
Louis  the  Sixteenth  and  Marie  Antoinette.  It  is 
built  very  much  after  the  fashion  of  the  palace  of 
the  Tuileries.  Napoleon  made  a  present  of  it  to 
Lannes,  afterwards  Due  de  Montebello,  and  it  was 
purchased  some  years  ago  by  its  present  possessor. 
It  is  truly  a  princely  residence. 

The  extensive  park  belonging  to  this  splendid 
domain  has  been  lately  divided  into  a  considerable 
number  of  allotments,  for  the  erection  of  villas  and 
cottages  in  the  old  English  style,  such  as  we  see  in 
the  -B^ttit's  Park  village,  fiut  the  ancient  trees 
have  not  been  all  cut  down,  as  they  infallibly 
would  have  been  by  an  English  builder  in  the  first 
instance.  The  old  avenues  and  plantations  are 
preserved  as  much  as  the  advantageous  disposal  of 
the  ground,  will  permit,  and  with  a  view  to  the  em- 
bellishment of  the.  cottages  constructed  amongst 
them.  More  than  a  hundred  of  these  charming 
country  habitaticms  have  been  already  finished  and 
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occupied.  Being  situated  upon  riaog  gioond^ 
they  command  ample  prospects  of  the  territory  all 
round ;  and  as  the  journey  from  Uiem  to  Paris, 
especially  since  the  railway  to  St.  Germain-en* 
Laye  has  come  into  operatum,  is  reduced  to  a  few 
sous  in  expense,  and  to  less  than  an  hour  in  point 
of  time,  they  have  been  much  souf^t  after  by  the 
prosperous  citizens. 

We  arrived  at  St.  Germain<!D-Laye  at  a  quarter 
past  seven  o'clock ;  landed,  walked  to  the  railway 
station-house  in  eight  or  ten  minutes,  and  obtained 
there  tickets  in  return  for  checks,  which  were  put 
into  our  hands  as  we  quitted  the  steamer.  The 
diarge  for  these  tickets,  which  I  believe  is  half  a 
franc,  was  included  in  our  fare ;  so^  of  course,  we 
had  nothing  to  pay.  .The  station-house  is  a  nu^ni- 
ficent  building,  and  the  arrangements  for  the  aio- 
commodation  of  passengers  appeared  to  me  in  every 
respect  unotgectiooable.  There  were  a  great  many 
applicants  for  jJaoes :  but  no  rude  ooBtentisns^-oo 
poshing  about — ^no  disorder  of  any  kind. 

We  entered  the  carriage  indicated  by  our  tidketi^. 
a  roomy  imd  wdl-constructed  vdiicle,  without 
nmch  show  about  it,  and  set  <iff  (bo  the  aonnd  cf  a 
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trampet^  slowly  at  first;  the  speed  tlien 
g^ndually  hieieaaed  until  it  attaioed  a  vdocitj,  at 
no  tiine»  I  diink,  exceeding  JSfteea  miles  an  lioiis; 
The  trumpeter  kept  on  sounding  the  whole  way<-p 
a  precaution  that  might  be  lotiodueed  into  our 
nilway  arraogemeats  with  the  most  useftileffMb 
The  warning  would  be  heard  fo  a  contideraUe 
distance;  and  if  it  had  been  in  use  here  theee  but 
two  years,  it  would  have  undoubtedly  pfeveated 
many  aocideDts  of  a  most  diaastrous  nature.  The 
vibration  «f  the  train  of  carriages  was  somewhat 
mate  than  I  had  been  aocustomed  to  in  £ng- 
hmd. 

We  trarersed  the  distance  from  the  point  of  our 
departure  to  Paris  in  twenty-^even  minutes.  At 
the  terminus,  omnibuses  were  in  waiting  for  paa- 
sengers  to  all  parts  of  the  capitaL  We  entered  on^ 
which  conveyed  us  to  the  Bue  de  Bivoli  for  aix 
sous:  stopping  at  the  gate  of  Meurioe's  hotel,  we 
descended,  and  found  oumelvesin  the  mdon  of  fhat 
most  eomlbrtaUe  estahUdiment^  precisely  at  hal^ 
past  eight  o^dook. 

In  all  my  trsveb  I  never  performed  a  joumejr 
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more  delightful  than  this  was  in  every  way.  We 
quitted  London  at  ten  o'clock  on  the  Wednesday 
morning — reached  Havre  in  eighteen  hours,  that  is, 
at  four  o'clock  on  Thursday  morning — stopped 
there  until  seven— embarked  on  board  the  **  Nor- 
mandie  ^— ^arrived  at  Rouen  about  one  the  same  day 
— ^left  Rouen  on  Friday  morning  at  half-past  four 
—and  sat  down  in  Meurice's  hotel  at  half-past 
eight  the  same  evening.  Thus  the  possibility  of 
fatigue  was,  I  may  say,  excluded.  We  slept,  ate, 
drank,  walked  about,  nearly  as  we  should  have 
done  if  we  had  been  at  home ;  passed  through  a 
long  succession  of  the  most  beautiful  and  diversi- 
fied scenery  in  France,  took  a  short  survey  of  one 
of  its  most  thriving  ports,  saw  the  *^  lions'^  in  one 
of  its  most  ancient  and  interesting  towns,  breathing 
all  the  way  the  fresh  air  of  heaven,  and  the  fra- 
grance of  myriads  of  wild-flowers,  and  feasting 
upon  the  records  and  traditions  of  former  ages,  of 
which  we  were  reminded  by  old  castles  and  monas- 
teries, palaces,  churches,  ruins,  mountains,  full  of 
the  memories  of  robbers,  warriors,  holy  men,  states- 
men, court  intriguers,  princes,  kings,  and  dynasties 
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now  no  more.  The  whole,  when  I  look  back  upon 
it  as  I  now  write,  seems  to  have  been  a  pageant  of 
the  middle  ages,  suddenly  come,  suddenly  passed 
away,  in  the  midst  of  the  toils  of  a  busy  London 
life. 


Digitized  by  L3OOQ1C 


76 


CHAPTER  V. 

Motives  of  Second  Journey.  A  Florentine  Gentieman.  TraTd- 
ling  Companion.  The  late  Mr.  BeUew.  Sir  M.  D.  Belleir. 
Menai  Steai&er.  A  Minerva.  A  Snaff-man.  Benefits  of  Snnff. 
Three  Corncans.    A  second  Napoleon. 

A  FEW  years  after  my  excursion  by  the  Seine  to 
Paris,  I  was  without  much  di£Bculty  prevailed 
upon  to  visit  some  of  the  other  rivers  of  Europe 
upon  which  the  steam-engine  had  recently  begun  to 
display  its  miraculous  powers.  It  was,  undoubt 
edly,  a  great  drawback  to  the  pleasures  I  expected 
from  such  a  journey,  that  they  were  not  to  be  en- 
joyed also  by  my  beloved  family.  But  my  daugh- 
ters  were  not  yet  of  an  age  to  travel ;  and  the  super- 
intendence of  their  education  demanded  the  pre- 
sence of  one  who  is  herself  the  model  of  every  thing 
I  should  wish  them  to  be.     There  was,  indeed,  not 
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long  flinoe,  amongst  ns  a  boy  wbo  bad  scarcely 
aCtained  bis  fiflb  saminer^  when  once  placing  his 
hands  upon  my  knees,  and  looking  np  at  me  with 
those  eyes  which  Raphael  or  Murillo  would,  had 
they  seen  them,  hare  wished  to  transfer  to  one  of 
their  cherubs,  he  demanded  and  obtained  a  promise, 
that  when  next  I  set  out  upon  my  travels  I  should 
take  him  with  me.  Little  did  I  then  think  that  he 
was  soQQ  to  leave  bis  favourite  seat  upon  those  knees 
vacant ;  and  that  I  was  again  to  ^  set  out  upon  my 
travels'**  without,  at  least,  being  importuned  to 
perform  my  promise.  But  his  years  were  already 
nombered !  Even  the  consolations  which  remained, 
most  dear  to  me  as  they  assuredly  are,  could  not 
prevent  that  calamity  from  sinking  deep  into  my 
heart  Grey  and  thinning  hairs  speedily  gave  evi- 
dence of  a  state  of  constitution  for  which  change 
of  scene  and  climate  was  prescribed  as  the  most 
efficient  lemedj.  This  was  another — and,  I  must 
confess,  the  more  imperative — ^motive  for  the  reso- 
lution which  we  adopted  of  separating  for  a  season, 
under  the  hope  that  I  should  return  in  renovated 
health  and  sj^rits.     That  hope  has  been  accom- 
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plished,  through  the  favour  of  Proyidoioe ;  and  I 
therefore  now  proceed  gratefully  and  cheerfully  to 
write  out  the  notes  of  my  journal. 

The  spring  of  the  year  1841,  as  wdl  as  the 
winter  by  which  it  was  preceded,  I  had  spent  in 
Ireland — a  country  which  I  had  been  studying  fiir 
some  time,  with  a  view  to  collect  materials  for 
a  just  representation  of  its  actual  condition  and 
capabilities.  Having  seen  my  family  comfortably 
established  in  the  vicinity  of  Dublin,  and  within 
the  immediate  reach  of  friends  whose  attentions 
to  them  subsequently  very  much  exceeded  all 
that  I  could  have  anticipated,  I  sailed  from  Kings- 
town on  the  evening  of  the  90th  of  June,  1841  ; 
arrived  in  Liverpool  early  the  following  morning, 
and  found  myself  soon  after  seated  in  one  of  the 
first-class  railway  carriages,  by  the  side  of  a  young 
Italian  gentleman,  who  was  on  his  way  home  to 
Florence,  from  the  south  of  Ireland,  where  he  had 
been  visiting  a  noble  family  connected  with  his  own 
by  marriage. 

His  absence  from  Italy  was,  moreover,  conve- 
nient for  a  while.     He  had  been  engaged  in  a  duel 
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attended  with  some  circumstanoeB  which  brought 
the  case  under  the  notice  of  the  tribunals.  The 
kpse  of  some  few  months  mighty  it  was  hoped, 
mitigate  the  hostility  of  his  prosecutors,  and  so  his 
friends  thought  that  an  excursion  to  the  Emerald 
Isle  might  be  attaided  witli  more  than  one  good 
result,  for  they  had  heard  of  some  rich  heiresses 
bdng  of  marriageable  dispositions  in  the  quarter  to 
which  he  was  about  to  repair. 

I  found  him  a  very  agreeable,  gentlemanly  sort 
of  person,  frank  in  his  manner,  and  open  as  the  day 
with  respect  to  his  matrimonial  speculations.  His 
age  did  not  appear  much  to  exceed  three  or  four 
and  twenty  years,  although,  for  so  young  a  man, 
the  hairs  were  remarkably  thin  upon  his  head.  He 
was  dressed  in  a  Greek  red  cap  and  a  heavy  great- 
coat, Greek  also,  with  its  usual  appendage,  the 
hood,  and  well  lined  with  buffalo  hair — a  garment 
by  no  means  too  warm  for  the  occasion ;  though 
the  month  was  June,  the  weather  was  of  December. 
This  duelling  affair  suddenly  summoned  him  to 
Florence,  and  compelled  him  to  suspend  his  opera- 
tions for  the  establishment  of  a  matrimonial  firm, 
into  which,  he  said,  he  could  bring  plenty  of  titles. 
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bj  way  of  equivalent,  on  his  part,  for  the  fortune 
that  was  to  be  contributed  on  the  other. 

Conformably  with  a  previous  arrangement,  T  met, 
in  London,  Mr.  Bellew  (eldest  son  of  Sir  Michael 
D.  Bellew,  Bart.,  of  Mount  Bellew,  in  the  county  of 
Gbdway),  whom  I  had  consentedjo  take  with  me  in 
my  meditated  tour.  Those  of  my  readers  who  have 
perused  my  '^ Steam  Voyage  down  the  Danube^ 
may  possibly  remember  the  strong  objections  I  ex- 
pressed in  that  work  to  companionship  in  trarelling, 
except  under  circumstances  which  would  grre  me 
an  entire  contrcd  over  my  own  time  and  move- 
ments, and  afford  me  reason  to  expect  that  my 
fellow-traveller  might  prove  acceptable  to  me  in 
every  respect.  I  had  been  long  acquainted  with 
Mr.  Bellew^s  family.  I  had  held  in  the  highest 
esteem  and  respect  his  late  grand&ther — a  perfect 
gentleman  of  the  good  old  school,  distinguished  for 
his  most  amiable  character,  his  ardent  devotion  to 
the  faith  of  his  ancestors,  his  literary  acquirements, 
all  the  domestic  virtues,  and  an  exquisite  taste.  Of 
his  attachment  to  literature  a  splendid  monument 
remains,  in  his  formation  of  perhaps  the  largest  and 
most  valuable  private  library  in  Irdand.    Proofs 
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of  his  taste  may  be  seen  in  the  picture-gaUery 
which  adjoins  the  library^  but  especially  in  the 
princely  and  picturesque  demesne,  which  he  may 
be  said  to  have  created  out  of  a  tract  of  territory 
that  had  been  previously  little  better  than  a  wild 
and  barren  wast^-^  An  extensive  and  unhealthy 
marsh  was  converted  by  him  into  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  lakes  in  the  west  of  Ireland ;  and  often 
have  I  arrested  my  steps  while  walking  on  the 
margin  of  that  magnificent  sheet  of  water,  to  listen 
to  the  breezes  of  summer  ^^  discoursing  their  sweet 
music  "^  amongst  the  oaks,  the  firs,  the  elms,  and 
the  lindens  (the  children  of  his  spirit  of  enter- 
prise), now  waving  over  vast  spaces  which  the  bog 
and  the  fen  had  for  centuries  claimed  as  their  own. 
Such  are  amongst  the  wonders  which  a  resident 
intdligent,  generous  landlord  may  effect  in  a  coun- 
try abounding  in  capabilities  of  the  highest  order  ; 
but  which  are  most  strangdy  overlooked  by  capi- 
talbts,  who  feel  little  hesitation  in  lending  their 
millions  to  foreign — often  insolvent — states. 

My  destined  companion  was  still  further  recoih- 
mended  to  my  good  opinion  by  the  sincere  friend- 
diip  which  I  have  long  entertained  for  his  father : 

VOL.  L  6 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


82  THE  HSKAI  8TSiLB£ER. 

of  y/tbouk  I  iball  My  fiocfaing  moee  than  that  he 
worthily  fills  the  positioii  he  ocscuptes  in  the  line  of 
aa  ancient  and  erer  Tirtuous  lunfly— *a  poiitiaQ 
which  may  wdl  be  efivied  by  those  who  visit  him 
in  his  hospitable  mansion,  enjoying  the  afFections 
of  a  most  estimable  lady  and  of  a  numerous  f^ 
mily,  all  remarkable  for  their  intdkctual  endow*- 
ments.  The  attachment  of  his  tenantry  attests  his 
demeanour  as  a  landlord;  their  comfortable — in* 
deed,  I  might  add,  so  far  as  the  females  are  con* 
cemed,  their  gay,  and  peculiarly  becomu^ — dresses, 
when  they  assemble  at  the  markets  and  chapels, 
furnish  ample  tokens  of  their  general  prospoity. 

Behold  my  young  friend  and  mysdf,  then,  eifr- 
barked  on  board  the  ^^  Menai  ^  steamer,  commanded 
by  Captain  Townley ,  and  bound  for  Ostend.  This 
boat  was  built  as  a  yacht  &r  pdvate  use;  it  was 
fitted  up  with  cTery  attention  to  neatness,  and^ 
though  the  principal  cabin  was  smalU  it  had  an 
airy,  pleasant  appeanmee,  whidi  we  accepted  in 
compensation  for  that  defect  As  we  left  the 
TowerHstairs,  the  cod  temperature  of  the  nmniing, 
and  a  clouded  sky,  predicted  more  <Kf  a  winter  than 
a  summer  day.    We  had  some  squalls,  and,  as  the 
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kmn  adraaced,  thcj  boMight  iridi  them  «a  etst- 
erly  wind,  which  often  made  me  wish  I  had  bor- 
lowed  from  my  rulway  acquaintance  bis  Theasalian 
coat  Moat  happy  ahould  I  have  felt,  even  at  the 
expnse  of  the  laughter  with  which  I  thouLi  have 
been  gveeted  by  the  Misters,  the  Mistiesses,  and 
the  Misses  Bulls  on  our  deck,  had  I  possessed  the 
cpportunity  of  defending  my  proper  person  within 
the  hood  and  ample  foldsof  that  most  enviable  pro- 
duction of  Oriental  riulL 

Ungenial,  however,  as  the  day  turned  out,  it  did 
not  prevent  me  from  admiring  the  exertions  which 
one  of  cur  fdr  companions  on  board  was  constantly 
Baking  in  order  to  mi^e  hendf  look  pensive  and 
romantic  As  if  awaking  at  times  from  her  poetic 
visions,  she  started  into  attitudes  which  she  must 
have  thought  as  fine,  graceful,  and  attractive  as 
those  of  a  Minerva,  but  which  did,  in  fact,  mate- 
rially augment  tbe  dndlery  of  her  ^peainnce.  Her 
only  care  on  earth,  beyond  herself,  seemed  to  be  a 
dove  and  a  Canary,  whidi  were  lodged  in  separate 
apartments  in  the  same  cage.  I  could  not  observe 
that  die  had  any  other  companions.  She  appeared 
to  entertain  no  sort  of  doubt  that  her  own  dear  self 
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and  her  two  birds  were  the  objects  of  general  admi- 
ration. 

I  was  not  a  little  amused  by  an  elderly  bachelor, 
who^  after  very  kindly  offering  me  a  pinch  of  snuff 
in  return  for  a  newspaper  which  I  lent  him,  entered 
into  a  dissertation  upon  the  salutary  influences  of 
tobacco,  no  matter  how  its  essences  were  mingled 
with  those  of  the  human  system,  whether  by  inhal- 
ing as  smoke,  or  snuff,  or  imbilnng  during  the  pro- 
cess of  mastication.  I  follow  his  own  technical 
language.  He  said  that  he  had  paid  great  atten- 
tion to  the  subject,  and  had  collected  a  num- 
ber of  facts  which  fully  convinced  him  that  those 
{)ersons  who  constantly  used  tobacco,  in  any  way, 
were  generally  long-lived  people.  For  his  own  part, 
he  preferred  the  snuff  mode  of  consumption,  and, 
under  the  hope  that  he  should  be  enabled,  by  his 
doctrine,  to  add  a  few  more  years  even  to  the  ordi- 
nary term  of  longevity,  he  carried  a  box  in  each  of 
bis  waistcoat  pockets,  one  filled  with  snuff  somewhat 
less  pungent  than  the  other,  both  highly  scented. 
He  delivered  his  discourse  with  a  degree  of  com- 
placency, as  if  he  had  perfectly  satisfied  himself 
that  he  had  found  out  an  infallible  elixir  for  cheat- 
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ing  nature  out  of  a  greater  number  of  years  than 
she  had  originally  intended  to  give  him.  A  round, 
ruddy,  fat  man  he  certainly  was,  of  middle  size, 
with  a  pair  of  gold  spectacles  on  his  nose,  most  pro- 
bably a  retired  vender  of  enuff,  and  now,  appa- 
rently, haying  no  other  occupation  on  this  earth 
than  enjoying,  in  due  rotation,  his  two  boxes,  lec- 
turing upon  the  same,  reading  the  newspapers,  and 
taking  the  best  possible  care  to  insure  for  himself  a 
good  dinner,  with  its  usual  appendages,  and  an 
agreeable  bed. 

A  much  more  interesting  spectacle  than  either  of 
the  solo  performers  just  mentioned,  was  presented 
in  the  attentions  paid  by  a  gentleman  to  his  wife, 
who  appeared  to  be  in  one  of  the  last  atages  of  de- 
cline; not  being  able  to  remain  below,  she  was 
obliged  to  have  a  mattress  arranged  on  deck,  upon 
which  she  lay  almost  incapable  of  motion.  Though 
well  wrapped  up,  it  was  beautiful  to  observe  the 
vigilance  with  which  her  affectionate  attendant  en- 
deavoured to  protect  her  on  all  sides  from  the  wea- 
ther, and  the  ingenious  contrivances  of  parasol  and 
umbrella  by  which  he  sought  to  prevent  the  vary- 
ing winds  fix>m  visiting  her  cheek  too  roughly.   He' 
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was  well  repaid  for  hn  exertions  by  ber  sweet  anikfly 
not  the  kss  sweet  because  her  indispodition  made 
them  so  languid. 

The  most  remarkable  diaracters  on  board  wtre 
threeCorsicaiis^  who  kept  up  a  oonTersation  amongst 
themselves  during  the  entire  day,  and  even  to  a  late 
hour  of  the  night,  in  a  tone  and  manner  indieatiTe 
of  more  than  ordinary  excitemait»  They  would 
have  aflbrded  excdlent  modeb  to  an  artist  in  wax- 
figures  for  three  regicides.  One  was  of  a  sn^Iarty 
repulsive  countenance ;  his  face,  covered  neariy  all 
over  with  hair,  and  deeply  pockmarked,  b^rayed, 
by  its  ooBtcMTtkiBe,  a  mind  excessively  hav^hty  and 
£scontented,and  turned  for  the  moment  into  a  caul- 
dron wMdi  was  boiling  over  with  anti-Ei^fah  rag& 
His  companions  fuUy  shared  his  atrabilious  dispo* 
sitions.  One  of  them  frequently  endeavoured,  hf 
clapping  a  little  hat  on  his  head,  folding  his  amsi, 
and  thtowing  furious  glances  around  him,  to  look 
Napoleon.  They  permitted  themselves  to  indulge 
in  many  expressions  which  might  have  kd  to  dis- 
agreeable consequences,  had  any  of  our  Hotspurs 
been  on  boazd  who  miderstood  thek  Italian.  Those 
who  did  understand  it  very  properly  abstamed  from 
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taking  any  notice  of  their  conduct.  There  were 
hung  up  in  the  cabin  two  portraits^-one,  by  some 
odd  accident,  of  Mr.  Attwood,  M.P. ;  the  other,  of 
iheEmpereur — the  Litter  certainly  bordering  on 
caricature.  The  hairy-faced  Corsican  having  once 
glanced  at  the  hitter  ]Hcture^  turned  away  from  it 
with  a  fiery  look,  exclaiming  that  the  English  had 
made  Ni^leon  sppear  a  raacaliy  London  iqpothe- 
cary.  I  fancy  that  while  raeently  in  our  metropolis 
the  critic  had  had  too  much,  perhaps,  of  the  luxu- 
ries of  the  blue  pill. 

I  should  httfe  Hked  nudi,  had  I  been  any  thing 
of  a  painter,  to  hove  laade  a  sketch  of  this  group, 
and  to  put  inlo  oantzast  with  it  a  troop  of  adbfe- 
looking  boyavim  eaJiTeiied  our  deck  by  their  gai»- 
bols  and  their  wild  shouts  of  lau^ter.  Their 
VQguish  snilea  when  they  CBdearonred  to  hide  fiom 
cfteh  other  behiod  a  masft^  or  under  a  bench,  tiMJr 
Unoming  aimnated  dieeks»  their  qparkling  eyes, 
thdr  curling  ringlets  Mown  about  ia  the  wind, 
woaiA  have  knt  a  fine  I^t  to  the*  foreground^ 
wink  the  regpeides  might  bediqposed  of  in  the  dark 
distaticft^  shadowy,  fiendish,  Hke  the  witcjies  in 
Macbeth. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

A  Citj  Man.     A  TraTeUer.    Dinner.    Ginger  Beer.    Empty 

Sonndf .    A  Royal  Salute.    Armal  at  Ostend.  Churdi  of  St. 

Peter.    Mn.  Trollope.    Image  of  dw  Viigin.  Mr.  Bedcfoid. 

Ottend.    The  Sloioe-gatei.    Paret'i  Miueam.  Monatrontiea. 
A  Camera  Obflcnra. 

It  certainly  seems  to  be  my  fortune,  when  tra^ 
veiling,  to  meet  with  a  great  variety  of  characters 
which  stand  out  fr(»n  the  ordinary  canvass  of  hu- 
man life.  Among  my  new  acquaintances  on  board 
the  ^^  Menai/*  I  cannot  pass  by  a  '<  dty  man,^  to 
whom  my  newspaper,  which  I  had  lent  him,  intro- 
duced me  on  this  occasion.  Upon  ordinary  sub- 
jects he  talked  with  a  sufficient  degree  of  intelli- 
gence. But  we  had  been  scarcely  five  minutes  ia 
conversation  for  the  first  time,  when  he  mentioned 
to  me  his  name,  adding  that  he  had  the  honour 
and  happiness  of  being  a  particular  friend  of  Sir 
C— —  — — ,  "  whom,  perhaps,^^  he  added,  **  you 
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know— or  of  whom,  at  least,  you  must  have  often 
heard,'*' 

^<  I  think,**  said  I,  *<  I  have  heard  the  name  be- 
fore—was he  not  once  an  alderman  P*" 

*^  Yes,  the  same,  but  his  friends,  amongst  whom 
I  am  proud  to  feel  that  I  am  one^  although  I  say 
it,  of  the  most  highly  fEivoured,  always  call  him 

Sir  C ;  it  sounds  better;  he  ought  long 

ago  to  have  been  made  a  lord."^ 

*^  You  seem  to  admire  him  much.** 

<'  Admire  him !  there's  no  such  man.  Sir,  in  the 
wcarld,  in  my  humble  opinion.     Many  a  dish  of 

turtle,  and  the  best  of  venison  have  Sir  C 

— *—  and  I  had  together.  And  then  to  hear  him, 
after  dinner,  talk  politics.  Lord  bless  you.  Sir, 
he  ought  to  have  been  prime  minister,  or,  at  least. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  long  ago.  It  is  my 
humble  opinion  that  in  ten  years  he  would  have 
paid  off  the  national  debt,  and  then  we  should  have 
had  none  of  these  reform  bills  which  are  now  bring- 
ing the  country  to  ruin..  I  verily  believe  England 
cannot  last  another  year.^' 

"  Then  what  is  to  become  of  us  all  ?" 
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*^  The  workhonae^  Sir;  nothing  but  tibe  iratk- 
house,  that  is  my  humble  opinion.'^ 

<<  But  who  ia  to  aufqwrt  the  iparkboitae,  if  we 
are  all  to  be  mined  ?^ 

'^  Sir  C^ y  DO  doubt  of  it ;  his  pbms 

must  be  taken  up.  Lord  bless  you.  Sir,  Billy  Pitt 
was  nothing  to  him»  I  always  carry  about  with 
me  a  little  book  of  whidi  he  oondesoended  to  make 
me  a  present^  (producing  from  his  pocket  a  nfl&ii' 
didly-bound  volume,  the  title  of  whidi  I  forget); 
^'  I  always  read  it  when  I  am  upon  what  I  call  my 

^^  I  understand —-your  little  journeys  of  plea^ 
sure.'' 

^  Just  80^  Sir;  I  like  to  see  a  little  (tf  the  world. 
Last  year  I  took  a  trip  to  Calais.  I  am  an  inde- 
pendent man — little  cotti^  at  Hackney ;  only  a 
maiden  »ster  to  provide  for ;  nice  little  garden  in 
front ;  aplace  for  a  few  poultry  behind.  I  like  to 
hear  my  own  oock  crow  of  a  monns^,  and  to  eat 
my  own  new4aid  eggs ;  a  stable  for  one  horse,  and 
a  little  chaise,  in  which  I  go  onoe  a  week  to  see  Sir 
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<<  I  aqppoir  70a  are  gdag  lo  firassels  ?"* 

^  Vo,  Sir;  I  maj^  if  I  can  find  achei^^kMlg* 
ing,  remain  at  Ostend  three  or  foar  days,  and  theo^ 
perhaps,  I  may  go  to  Drnkiirk,  just  to  see  a  little 
of  the  foreign  world,  as  one  may  say.  Berhi^Sy 
next  year  I  may  have  my  oating  to  Boulogne ; 
that's  the  finest  town  in  aU  France^  Sir  C 
—  8ay»— except  Paris.** 

Onr  oonrersatian  was  here  intermpted  by  my 
fliaffelixir  friend,  who  came  to  say  that  dimier 
would  be  ready  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour. 

^Capital  intdl^ence !"  exddmed  my  ne^;bbour. 
'^Rare  yon  any  notioB  what  they  ate  going  to  giffe 
asfgrdimMrr 

« I  took  goad  care  to  find  tint  out,''  replied  the 
uifikwui  octogenarian*  ^  I'^  ^  muttoB^  bciledy 
with  turnips.^ 

*^  And,  of  coHRse,  caper  sauce  ?^ 

**  And  caper  sanoe;  fine  piece  of  roast  bee£ — 


^  SalniQ»--gnai  poMoupw" 
^  (Xi  i  deliciooa— mthiiig  like  good  gveen  pea* 
mp  in  the  sewm-Httiy  sweets  ?'' 


»v 
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"  Plenty  !— GrooBebeny  pies — ^plum  puddings- 
custards— -and  all  the  fruits  of  the  season  for 

dessert** 

"  And,  of  course,  London  stout  ?** 

«  The  best  Barclay  and  Co/' 

**  And  ginger-beer  too  ?" 

<<  Excellent ;  at  least,  so  they  say,"* 

«*  Now,  gentlemen,'*  whispered  our  informant, 
^<  if  you  would  take  my  advice,  you  would  come 
down  with  me  to  the  cabin,  and  take  your  places 
in  good  time."** 

^'  And  as  I  have  travelled  somewhat  and  seen  a 
little  of  the  world,**  added  the  oilier j  **  let  me  re- 
commend you  not  to  sit  near  any  particularly  large 
dish.  You  are  expected  to  carve  it;  and,  while 
you  are  carving  for  so  many,  you  are  losing  your 
own  dinner." 

Really  there  was  no  exaggeration  in  the  pro- 
phetic account  I  had  received  of  our  banquet.  It 
was  excellently  cooked,  and  admirably  served. 
The  cabin  was  crowded ;  but,  as  we  were  down  in 
good  time,  we  had  good  places  on  a  wide  Ottoman, 
which  was  fitted  up  all  round  the  side  of  the  cabin ; 
afibrding,  by  its  cushions  and  softness,  some  idea 
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ot  the  couches  on  which  the  Roman  epicureans 
loved  to  recline  when  feasting  on  imperial  sturgeon, 
and  qualBng  their  Falemian  wine.  There  is  no- 
thing  to  be  compared  with  the  keen  sea-air  for 
whetting  the  appetite.  The  lamb  was  exquisite, 
and  the  roast  ducks  particularly  well-flavoured. 
My  friend's  two  snuff-boxes  were  in  full  requisi- 
tion,' in  consequence  of  his  holding  them  up  as  pos- 
sessed of  so  many  virtues.  The  steward — a  good- 
natured  sort  of  man-»was  charmed  by  the  praises 
which  his  dinner — very  deservedly — received  on 
all  sides. 

<<  Best  dinner  I  ever  had  in  a  steamer/^  said  the 
Hackney  cottager. 

*^  And  to  shew  you  my  good  opinion  of  your 
fare,^*  subjoined  the  man  of  snuff,  ^^  here  are  my 
two  boxes^  take  a  pinch  from  each,  I  suspect  such 
snuff  you  never  had  before.*^ 

The  steward  was  all  bows  and  smiling  gratitude. 

^*  I  hear  you  have  in  your  storerooms  some  ex- 
cellent ginger-beer.*' 

« I  think  you  will  find  it  good.  Sir.'' 

*'  Bring  me  a  bottle.'' 

^  And  me  another,"  said  the  man  of 'the  world. 
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'Hie  bottles  being  pitiduced,  one  ww  opened 
widi  a  disdiarge  wUA  threw  dl.the  hdieB  into  ft 
«tate  of  oanstemation.  Tbey  tlioiight  the  bcfler  of 
the  engine  must  have  exploded.  But  a  genenl 
bunt  of  laughter  fcllowed,  irfien  it  was  diaoovend 
that  although  the  soand  promiaed  beer  of  the  jfant 
<irder,  there  was  scarcdy  a  dn^  of  it  in  the  beetle. 
The  scene  was  truly  ludicrous;  mj  frirad  so 
«agerly  holding  out  his  glass  acron  the  table^  and 
the  steward  pouring  into  it  literally  nothing.  The 
aecond  bottle  was  uncorked  with  similar  resulta.  A 
second  peal  of  laughter,  louder  and  longer  dian  the 
first,  instantaneously  ensued.  The  steward  was  so 
much  ashamed  of  his  boasted  beer  that  he  letzeatad 
as  quickly  as  he  could  with  his  empty  bottles, 
amidst  the  uproar  of  the  cabin,  whidi  was  not  at 
all  diminidied  by  a  miscfaievosis  wag  at  the  taUe, 
who,  summoning  the  steward,  gnrvely  demanded 
at  once,  for  his  own  immediate  use^  twelve  bottles 
of  ^*  that  eKoeUent  gingeivbeer.^ 

"  Twelve  bottles.  Sir !"  exclaimed  the  steward. 

<'  Yes,  twdve  bottks;  I  calculate  that  the  whole 
will  produce,  perhaps,  one  glassfuL'' 
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The  ladiefl  b^an  to  be  oonralfled  •wbih  ktughter. 
The  steward  with  diiBculty  was  pievailed  upon  to 
produce  three  more  bottles;  but  when  the  first  and 
the  aeoond  yielded  no  more  dnn  his  original 
samples,  and  were  even  still  louder  m  their  explo- 
sions, there  was  scarody  a  man  in  the  company 
who  was  not  obliged  to  hold  his  sides. 

^JBe  off,  beoffy^'they  shouted  to  the  oonfounded 
stewaird,  <'be  off,  unless  you  mean  to  kill  us  alL^ji 

Isa7wnomoie<tftfae  steward  until,  having  been 
awoke  oat  of  asoond  deep  by  the  npeated  sounds 
ef  •camMm  which  came  from  a  distance  booming 
over  the  sea,  I  called  to  him  to  inquire  the  cause 
4£thisfiring.  He  said  that  he  bdieved  it  was  a 
royal  salute  at  Ostend,-- 43ie  King  of  the  Belgians 
having  heea.  expected  to  embark  therein  his  way 
to  Ei^land.  And  so  the  fact  tamed  out  to  be. 
The  solutian  of  the  mystery  did  not  detract  from 
the  migestic  effect  of  the  artillery,  sending  forth  its 
greetings,  echomg  through  like  tranquil  murmurs 
of  the  waves  around  us. 

At  hal£-past  two  o'dook  on  the  morning  of  the 
it4sth  of  June,  we  found  ourselves  at  Ostend.  We 
landed  fixthwith,  and  proceeded  to  the  Hdtd  des 
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Bains,  w)iicb  is  designated  upon  its  English  sign- 
board as  '<  The  Bath  Hotel."  There  being  an 
arrear  of  the  sweet  restorer  of  life  still  due  to  me, 
I  had  the  account  adjusted  as  speedily  as  possible, 
after  which  I  rose  and  went  to  the  church  of  St 
Peter,  heard  mass,  and  was  charmed  by  the  solemn 
and  collected  manner  in  which  the  divine  service 
was  performed.  It  was  a  <'  low  mass,^  by  w^  of 
distinguishing  it  from  the  same  sacred  function 
when  celebrated  with  the  accompaniments  of  the 
choir  and  organ.  A  boy,  remarkable  for  the  neat- 
ness of  his  dress  and  surplice,  his  graceful  move- 
ments, and  a  gravity  beyond  his  years,  attended 
the  priest.  The  sanctuary  was  surrounded,  even 
on  this  week-day,  with  hundreds  of  the  faithful, 
whose  silent  devotion  gave  at  once  a  striking  ex- 
ample of  the  general  piety  I  was  prepared  to  wit- 
ness in  Belgium.  The  church  consists  ot  a  nave 
and  two  aisles,  each  of  which  is  terminated  by  three 
altars  of  a  very  handsome  and  striking  character. 
The  stalls,  the  confessionals,  and  the  pulpit  are 
most  elaborately  carved  in  the  admirable  style  of 
the  middle  ages. 

It  was  in  this  church  that  Mrs.  TroUope,  when 
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upon  her  late  tour  through  Belgium,  beheld,  placed 
on  one  of  the  altars,  what  she  is  pleased  to  desig- 
nate as  a  ^<  profimation ''  most  vexatious  to  her 
^^ reformed  eyesTia  the  shape  of  an  image  of  the 
Blessed  Virgin,  decorated  after  a  fashion  of  which, 
pofaaps,  modem  good  taste  would  not  altogether  ap- 
prove. Those  who  differ  from  the  Catholic  faith 
ought  always  to  remember,  that  it  is  of  a  very 
ancient  date ;  that  images  of  the  Virgin  and  saints 
can  be  no  *^  profanation  **  in  a  church  which  has 
always  sanctioned  them ;  and  that  the  drapery  in 
which  those  figures  are  often  arrayed  is  not  of  last 
week's  fashion  from  Paris.  Mrs.  Trollope  might  have 
soothed  down  her  vexation  if  she  had  dwelt  more 
upon  the  effect  she  saw  produced  by  the  very  image 
in  question ;  grotesque  though  it  seemed  to  those 
**  eyes'**  which,  having  undergone  the  process  of 
'*  reformation,^  must,  of  course,  beam  with  an  in- 
finitely purer  light  than  any  Catholic  orb  of  vision 
can  ever  hope  to  attain. 

'*  Yet,  I  was  touched,^  she  says,  ^*by  the  un- 
misiakeable  devotion  of  a  poor  old  woman,  who 
kneeled  on  the  pavement  before  it.     Hep  withered 
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amsweieateiided,  and  «it  air  of  tlie  nmtpM- 
stonate  adonidon  anmnited  her  Mmken  features  ai 
she  gazed  oa  tkefrigh^  iM."^  Now,  Mrs*  Tiol- 
lope  knew  vell^  or,  if  die  had  4|ueBtioBed  the  poor 
wcmuiii,  night  hare  at  once  leBmed,  that  this  image 
was  BouM  to  h^ ;  that  it  was  vot  to  die  figure  she 
addressed  her  prayer;  and  that,  in  fact,  she  did  not 
adore  i^  at  all,  nor  e^n  the  snntedpenmnge  whom 
it  Tqireseated.  No;  that  orison  was  for  the  in* 
tercessioa  widi  God  of  the  Virgin  Mother  of  His 
own  Son,  and  the  pioos  soul  diat  uttered  it  <ml  j 
used  the  image  as  a  material  instrttment  fiar  €XcitHig, 
and  preserving  trom  dish^aotion,  the  sentiments  of 
contrition,  humility,  and  hope  faj  which  she  was  at 
the  moment  actuated* 

I  say  that  Mrs.  TroUqie  mwst  have  known  all 
this  well,  for  she  adds  imniedialely  afterwards — 
*^  After  all,  there  is  something  suUime  in  the  state 
of  mind  which  afiaws  not  "die  senses  to  dwdl  on  the 
object  before  them,  but,  occupied  alone  by  the 
holinesB  of  the  symbd,  is  loased  by  it  to  such 
thoughts  of  heaven  as  chase  aM.  fedings  but  Aose 
of  devotion.     That  this  is  ofben  tiie  case  with  sin- 
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cere  Cathoiici  I  liave  no  dxxiliC ;  and  it  is  impos- 
wHe  to  witam  the  feeling  wttimit  kniog  all  i&- 
dinataon  to  ridicule  die  souzoe  of  it.** 

Mr*  Beekfoid,  wliose  aoeount  of  hb  tnnrels  on 
the  Condment  towards  the  dose  of  the  lacft  oentmyy 
18  BDquestioDably  one  of  tlie  most  fasdnating 
Tolimies  in  our  language,  would  have  been  sur- 
prised, and,  I  think,  much  pleased,  if  he  were  now 
to  repeat  iris  visit  toOstend,  which  he  has  desmbed 
w  ^  a  scurry  pbu^f*"  the  &yourite  abode  of  ^*  Dutch 
skippers  and  mongrel  smugglers,*'  its  ^  whole  at- 
mospheK  impregnated  with  the  fumes  of  tobacco, 
burnt  peat,  and  gartic."^  Far  from  answedng  to 
tins  description,  Ostend  now  presents  a  cheerful, 
cleanly,  and  highly  proBperems  appearance.  Under 
the  auspices  of  the  reigning  fionily,  it  has  become  a 
nrach-frequented  watering-place.  There  is  a  very 
fanadsome  bathing-house  dbse  to  the  seashore,  and 
an  assembly-nxxn  aoceadble  on  v«ry  moderate 
terms,  in  whidi  during  the  season  balls  are  given 
two  or  tlnee  times  a  week.  A  promenade,  com- 
manding a  fine  view  of  the  sea,  has  been  constructed 
on  the  wall,  which  was  originally  erected  as  a  pro- 
tection against  the  inroads  of  that  dement. 
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It  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  sea  is  gradually 
retiring  from  the  whole  of  this  coast ;  or  perhaps, 
more  correctly  speaking,  that  every  year  adds  to 
the  accumulation  of  sand  which  the  tides  bring  in 
and  deposit  there  from  time  to  time.  In  order  to 
counteract  this  evil  in  some  degree,  advantage  has 
been  taken  of  s,  small  river  which  finds  its  way 
through  Ostend  into  the  ocean,  forming  an  estuary, 
the  sides  of  which  have  been  carefully  planked  up, 
while  the  waters  of  the  stream  are  confined  by  dams 
and  sluice-gates,  which  are  opened  when  the  river 
rises  to  a  certain  height  within  them.  The  rush  of 
the  torrent  thus  artificially  created  impels  before  it 
the  newly  collected  sands,  and  keeps  the  passage 
free  from  the  constant  invasion  to  which  it  had 
been  formerly  subject. 

These  sluice-gates  (slas  van  slijkens)  are  well 
worth  a  visit.  Mr.  fiellew,  the  Rev.  Mr,  T3rrwhit 
(one  of  our  steam-boat  aciquaintances,  a  near  connec- 
tion of  the  well-known  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod), 
and  I  took  a  carriage  to  see  them.  They  are  ad- 
mirably suited  to  their  purpose,  and  kept  in  the 
most  perfect  order.  They  are  little  more  than  an 
English  mile  from  Ostend,  on  the  road  to  Bruges, 
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and  not  far  firom  them  is  a  very  neat-looking  rustic 
inn,  whidi,  besides  its  hospitable  attractions,  pre- 
sents to  travellers  who  loTe  to  contemplate  the  pro- 
ductions of  nature,  many  oljects  extremely  curious, 
and  some  rarely  to  be  met  with  elsewhere.  They 
are  the  more  interesting  as  having  been  chiefly  col- 
lected and  preserved  by  the  proprietor  of  the 
txaberge^  M.  Paret,  a  most  intelligent  perdon^  who, 
without  any  advantages  of  education,  and  actuated 
solely  by  his  enthusiastic  attentions  to  those  opera* 
tions  of  nature  which  escape  the  qres  of  the  great 
majority  of  mankind,  has  through  a  course  of  not 
many  years  assembled  in  his  apartments  between 
four  and  five  hundred  objects,  some  of  which  have 
been  presented  to  him,  others  he  has  purchased, 
but  by  fiur  the  greater  number  he  owes  to  his  own 
bdustry  and  self-acquired  skill. 

His  monsters  are  the  most  perplexing  I  have  ever 
seen,  inasmuch  as  several  of  them  exhibit  limbs  and 
parts  not  of  the  nature  of  the  parent  which  pro- 
duced them.  A  calf  with  one  of  its  feet  only  on 
the  ground,  and  another,  together  with  its  tail  and 
ears,  on  its  back,  might  have  been  the  result  of  a 
mere  malformation.    But  how  can  we  solve  the 
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mystery  oe  m  ticstuic^  wfaicli  tnfpxt  to  o8V8  dmo  & 
calf,  btwii^  tlie  heail  of  a  dog  and  the  tail  of  a 
bona  ?  Near  dda  is  aoodier  calfy  widi  only  tbtce 
feetyone  oliAaA  is  oai  its  beast,  die  othertwo 
upon  its  x%iit  shoulder;  and  then  fiUow  a  fostos 
of  adoufafe  calf^  all  ita  Members  mbced  up  togediet 
in.  a  most  extraordinafy  manner;  a  cat  irith  two 
bodies  and  one  bead ;  and  other  objects  of  a  ^cry 
puflcriing  description. 

M.  Paret^s  coUection  ci  the  sea,  rxTer,  and  land 
bopds  of  bis  own  netgbboarhood  deserrea  the  obaei^ 
▼ation  of  tba  Tisttor.  He  posaessca  a  great  Tariety 
of  foceigD  UacUbirdsy  reptiles^  and  insects.  A 
sni^  oyater-diel];,  weigbiag^  nearly  one  fanndnd 
and  fifty  pounds,  may  haranhed  amongst  hia  moat 
zaee  curioaitks*  HebaaalaDagfeat  nomberof  in. 
teresting  minerals,  tie  productions  of  Eagland^ 
Saaony,  Belgimm  Hungary^  S&ieriay  the  Ural 
Monotttns,  the  Alps  and  Fyienees,  the  C<orditle» 
ra^  Hccl%  Veaorinsy  Aleppe^aad  Australia.  • 

After  goiag  tbioatgh  tUs  cabmet  mixtuie  of 
cnriositKs  from  so  many  parts  of  the  world,  yoa 
aie  inTtted  t»  take  a  survey  cf  the  Kring  scenes 
asoand  jax,  through  the  medium  of  a  pianfrn  €lb^ 
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scura  which  the  ingenious  host  has  constructed  on 
the  top  of  his  inn.  Here  were  exhibited  to  us  a 
woman  running,  as  if  for  her  life,  along  the  bank  of 
the  canal— then  a  brace  of  travellers  with  knap^ 
sacks  on  their  backs  on  the  same  road — then  a 
whiskey,  as  the  vehicle  was  formerly  called,  bear- 
ing a  Darby  and  Joan,  the  dame  driving — and 
^ifaen  a  daody  capering  on  the  high  road  oa  a  Bel* 
gian  steed.  The  waters  of  the  canal  sparkled  in 
the  sun — the  retiring  waves  left  behind  them  sands 
that  finme  out  all  like  the  dust  of  gold — and  the 
Teasek  glidb^  in  die  diataixe  added  not  a  little  to 
the  animatioii  and  beafiity  of  the  scene. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

Ostend.  Railway.  Rulway  inooiiTenifl&oes.  Bruges.  Houses  in 
Bruges.  Bruges  Ladies.  Tlie  Chimes.  Piety  of  the  People.  Hie 
Catiiednl.  Notre  Dame.  Statue  of  the  Virgin.  Hospital  of 
St.  John.   Charity  Sisters.  Wordsworth.    Sonthey.   Hemling, 

On  account  of  its  frequent  demolition  during 
the  stormy  ages  of  war,  Ostoid,  though  of  ancient 
existence  as  a  place  of  consideration  in  many  points 
of  view,  presents  quite  a  modem  appearance. 
Within  these  latter  years  its  fortifications  have 
been  repaired  and  greatly  extended,  in  pursuance 
of  the  arrangements  made  at  the  last  peace.  Such 
means  of  defence  have  now  become  almost  useless, 
as  they  can  stand  but  a  very  short  time  before  the 
newly-invented  instruments  of  hostility.  Nothing 
looks  ancient  about  the  town  save  its  churches, 
which,  though  not  remarkable  for  their  architect 
tural  attractions,  awaken  interesting  trains  of 
thought  in  the  mind,  as  the  venerable  symbols  of 
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a  religion  that  has  witneaaed  the  ruin  of  so  many 
kingdoms,  the  sbiughter  of  so  many  armies,  driven 
into  combat  against  each  other  by  the  wild  ambition 
and  folly  of  monarchs  and  statesmen, — the  fall  of 
so  many  heroes,  whose  glory  (?)  has  long  since 
vanished  into  oblivion, — and  yet  survives  all  these 
successive  events,  dwelling  apart  in  her  own  taber- 
nacles, amidst  contending  nations,  ever  brilliant 
and  moving  round  her  own  unshaken  centre,  like 
the  sun  itself  above  the  storlns  of  our  firmament. 

A  magnificent  canal  extends  from  Ostend  to 
Bruges ;  it  is  nearly  three  times  as  wide  as  those 
we  are  accustomed  to  in  England.  I  should  have 
much  enjoyed  a  passage  upon  it,  had  not  the  rail- 
road been  at  hand,  to  accomplish  in  thirty  minutes 
a  journey  for  which  the  Trekschuii  would  have 
required  at  least  three  hours.  The  mere  personal 
transit  by  the  new  mode  of  ccmveyance  is  in  every 
way  agreeable.  The  £Eu:e8  are  economical;  the 
carriages,  both  of  the  first  and  second  classes, 
roomy  and  comfortably  fitted  up ;  the  passengers 
are  everywhere  treated  with  the  utmost  civility ; 
and  such  accidents  as  those  which  are,  or  at  least 
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baYe  been,  of  frequent  oeciuraiee  in  England,  tie 
almoBt  never  hesrd  oC 

But  m  oAer  respects  the  nolwaj  system  in  Bel- 
gium is  attended  irath  an  inoonvenienoe  wbiA 
English  traydlen,  particularly  thoae  who  speak  no 
language  save  their  own,  find  extremdy  obje^ioii- 
aUe.  Every  article  of  luggage,  no  matter  how 
trivial,  must  be  sent  befioidiand  to  the  office  to  be 
weighed.  Very  often,  the  charge  for  luggage  is 
more  than  double  tlie  hire.  Moreover,  when 
weighed,  it  is  taken  posBesMon  cf  by  the  oflBoers 
af  the  estaUisbment,  and,  after  being  numba«d, 
IS  huddled  away  with  the  luggage  of  all  the  other 
passengers,  in  such  a  cardess  manner,  that  boKes 
of  frail  materials  are  not  sddom  broken  in  the  oper- 
ation-xpno  very  pleasant  remit  for  ladies  who  choose 
to  go  on  tours  through  Bdgium  with  more  than 
one  bonnet.  And  then  the  confusion  that  foUowa^ 
when,  arrived  at  the  station  where  the  passengers 
wish  to  stop,  they  ptoceed  to  daim  thdr  effects^ 
amidst  a  motley  crowd  of  persons,  all  damorous 
for  their  respective  trunks,  bags,  and  band4x)xe% 
is  really  distresdng,  indeed  so  much  so,  that  it  is 
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sevcel J  practiedble  for  a  lemale  wbo  takes  even  the 
uMtmarj!  quantity  of  apfMuret  with  her»  to  use  the 
Bdgum  rrnhmyn  without  feefing  rerj  gnat  annoy- 
anee*  In  emy  other  way,  howerer,  she  would 
faaYe  Ikd^  indeed  nothmg,  to  complain  of. 

We  were  eonreyed  m  fifteen  minutes  over  a  dig- 
tanoe]of  as  many  English  miles  in  the  railway  from 
Osteiid  to  Bragi&o  so  caDed,  it  is  said,  from  the 
Flemish  word  Brug,  a  bridge^  a  wooden  construe- 
tioB  of  that  kind  haring,  in  fermer  ages,  spanned 
one  of  the  cmak  which  flow  through  that  truly 
Tmeraue-  eity.  Near  the  bridge  was  an  ancient 
caade.  WMle  sonreying  smne  cf  its  principal 
stnets^  By  first  inqpressiom  led  me  to  see  in  it  a 
I  to  Veiace.  The  annals  of  both  these 
t  edebraled  marts  of  eommerce  speak  alike  of 
higb  pwispetit^  in  the  middle  and  later  ages,  and 
of  subsequent  dedine'  almost  to  a  state  of  ruin. 
Bat  the  old  capital  of  Flanders  does  not  bear  about 
it  8o  many  tokens  oF  decay  as  Yaiice.  Her  canals 
ace  not  stagnant,  nor  gloomy,  nor  trarersed  by  the 
myiPlgious  gondola ;  nor  has  she  a  deserted  Riaho, 
nor  a  Bridge  of  Sghk  Absent  £rom  her,  too,  is 
tfaatf  complexioii  of  profound  grief,  which  looks  like 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


108  HOUSES  IN  BRUGES. 

remorse  for  centuries  of  corruption  and  crime.  On 
the  contrary,  there  are  mingled  with  the  sombre 
shades  of  her  picture  wanner  and  brighter  colours, 
which  appear  to  reveal  a  spirit  of  religious  resigna- 
tion and  hope,  that  the  days  of  her  restoration  to 
a  more  fortunate  state  of  existence  are  not  far 
away. 

The  houses  in  the  leading,  and  even  in  some  of 
the  retired  streets,  all  remain  as  they  were  originally 
erected,  and  in  excellent  preservation.  They  re- 
minded me  at  once  of  the  engravings  I  had  so 
often  seen  of  Amsterdam, — ^lofty,  fantastic  gables, 
extensive  fronts,  abounding  in  curious  sculptured 
pictures  of  various  legends,  different  modes  of  life, 
and  scenes  of  Imttle  with  the  old  instruments  of 
war.  I  expected  every  moment  to  behqld  a  knight 
in  full  armour  riding  by,  and  young  maidens,  hav- 
ing for  a  moment  escaped  from  their  vigilant  du- 
ennas, peeping  through  the  lattices.  The  peeping 
system  is  now  very  generally  aided  at  Bruges  by 
small  mirrors,  so  disposed  outside  the  windows, 
that  the  fair  prude  within  may,  while  concealed 
herself  from  observation,  espy  every  person  who 
passes  near  her  residence.      The  damsels  of  this 
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place  were  formerly  much  celebrated  for  their 
beauty : — ^^  Formods  Bruga  pudlis."  I  am  ready 
to  throw  down  my  glove  before  any  person  who 
would  say  that  their  character  has  declined  in  this 
respect.  Their  figures  and  countenances  are  gene- 
rally quite  captivating.  I  saw  an  elderly  lady — a 
most  comely  person — with  a  very  slight  satipfon  of 
rouge  on  her  cheek— dressed  in  a  charming  cap,  a 
black  silk  mantilla,  a  ruby  satin  gown,  fan  in  hand, 
ringing  at  the  door  of  a  palace,  as  the  mansion  may 
be  designated,  where,  I  presume,  she  was  about 
to  spend  the  evening.  She  was  perfectly  in  keep- 
ing with  the  whole  aspect  of  the  scene. 

One  cannot  be  an  hour  in  Bruges  without  being 
delighted  with  the  music  of  the  sweetest  of  all  the 
carillons  of  bells  in  the  Netherlands.  They  not 
only  ring  in  the  hours  in  pleasant  sounds,  but,  on 
some  occasions,  make  the  smith  himself  suspend  his 
ever-going  hammer,  to  listen  to  the  pieces  of  music 
which  these  chimes  are  taught  to  play.  They  re- 
present on  a  large  scale  the  machinery  of  a  musical 
boic ;  but  in  addition  tor  this,  they  may  be  also  ren- 
dered obedient  at  any  time  to  the  skill  of  a  per- 
former who  chooses  to  vary  their  usual  tunes. 
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Those  tunes  we  changed  onoe  a  year,  about  Ae 
tifliie  al  Easter.  The  iattrumeDt  is  placed  in  a  le- 
markaUy  lofty  tower^  cdkd  <<  Les  HaUes.''  Henoe 
the  bells,  when  heard  faeknr,  cook  on  the  ear  with 
all  theaofiiiessandsweetneaBof  aliite.  The  inter- 
polations of  {ileasing  images  with  which  they  ao 
often  interrupt  the  gave  cares  of  the  day  are  peoo- 
liarly  calcukted  to  diffuse  through  the  dty  a  tone 
of  sprightliness.  If  that  be  their  object,  tdiey  have 
undoubtedly  accoBiplished  it,  for  I  observed  Tcry 
generally  an  amenity  in  the  features  of  the  good 
people  <^  Bruges  which  placed  them  at  onoe  very 
high  in  my  esteem. 

Had  even  that  pre-engaging  look  been  wanting, 
I  should  have  loved  them  (for  their  moat  edifying — 
I  might  justly  say  their  endiusiaadc — attention  to 
their  religion.  Solemn  functions  happened  to  be 
celebrated  in  sevoalof  the  chuidies  on  the  day  of 
our  arrival^  in  consequence,  I  bdieve^  of  numbeES 
of  children  of  botli  aexes  having  been  on  that  day 
admitted  to  their  first  communion.  The  atreets 
were  filled  with  proceasionB  of  these  happy  Ikde 
beings,  the  females  all  arrayed  in  the  wiute  veila 
which  they  had  worn  at  mass  in  the  aaoming,     I 
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flaw  tbem  an  their  w»y  to  veapeis,  which  w^tt  sung 
in  the  ca&ednd. 

If  Bruges  has  TpressTred  its  andcBt  celelnity  far 
the  beautj  of  its  wwoiaiy  so  has  it  also  handed 
down  in  a  state  of  adndrafafe  preaerTatioin  all  the 
^endid  dnirdies  which  the  miinificenoe  of  its 
once  numerous  and  opulent  merchants  derated 
to  <<  greater  ghiry'*  of  the  Omnipotent.  Exter- 
naUj  the  cathedral,  howerer,  fixinded  by  St.  Aloy« 
mis,  who  first  preached  the  gospel  in  that  country, 
ii  by  no  means  attractive.  It  is  ooostruoted  of 
htkk,  and,  like  many  of  the  chnrches  in  Belgium, 
aad  even  in  Italy,  wants  the  portieo.  The  nave  is 
also  rBtiier  short  in  proportion  to  the  magnitude  of 
the  choir ;  bat  its  internal  ornaments  are  truly  mag- 
nifioent.  It  abounds  in  paintings,  many  of  them  of 
distingoiahed  merit.  There  are  also  two  veiy  re* 
laarkable  bas-reliefs  in  wood,  pamted  and  gilt,  exe- 
cuted with  wonderfol  attention  to  details,  and  in  a 
state  of  perfect  preservation.  They  represent  St 
Aloysiiis  in  his  qiiso^Md  apparel,  holding  in  his 
hand  a  plan  of  thechnrch.  At  his  feet  lie  a  cruci«> 
fix,  a  model  of  a  cathedral,  and  a  representation  of 
that  without  the  aid  of  which  no  cfaureh  of  any 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


112  NOTRE  DAME. 

style  can  be  built ;  t^.  a  sack  of  money.  This 
beautiful  piece  of  carving  is  said  to  be  the  work  of 
Taminn,  celebrated  for  his  skill  in  this  department 
of  the  arts,  which  was  so  much  cultivated  in  the 
thirteenth  and  fourteenth  centuries.  The  choir  is 
ornamented  with  beautiful  cartocms,  executed  by 
Yander  Borght. 

The  church  of  Notre  Dame  possesses  a  statue  of 
the  Virgin,  which  no  person  should  pass  through 
Bruges  without  seeing.  It  is  in  marble,  fiom  the 
chisel  of  Michael  Angdo.  Like  others  of  the  most 
celebrated  sculptors  and  painters,  he  appears  often 
to  have  forgotten,  when  depicting  the  members  of 
the  Holy  Family,  that  they  were  of  the  tribe  of 
David.  The  Jewish  features  are  not  at  all  dis- 
cernible in  this  statue.  The  head  of  the  Virgin  is 
quite  Italian.  The  hands  of  the  two  figures  of 
which  the  statue  in  question  is  composed  are  par- 
licularly  beautiful.  The  drapery  of  the  Virgin  is 
arranged  with  so  much  attention  to  gracefulness — 
a  character  not  usual  in  Michael  Angdo^s  majestic 
productions — that  it  has  given  rise  to  some  doubts 
as  to  the  authenticity  of  the  work. 

The  history  of  this  statue  is  curious.     It  is  said 
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to  have  been  originally  intended  for  a  church  in 
G^noa,  but  that  the  vessel  which  was  carrying  it 
from  Civita  Vecchia  towards  its  destination  was 
captured  by  t  Dutch  corsair,  and  taken  to  Amster- 
dam. A  Bruges  merchant  there  purchased  it  at  a 
very  low  price,  and  upon  his  return  home,  presented 
it  to  the  church  of  Notre  Dame.  This  is  the  statue 
for  which  Horace  Walpde  is  said  to  have  offered 
thirty  thousand  florins. 

But  the  gem  of  Bruges  is  the  hospital  of  St. 
John.  If  is  under  the  care  of  an  order  who  devote 
all  the  time  not  required  for  their  religious  duties, 
or  the  ordinary  necessary  routine  of  life,  to  the 
patients  received  within  the  walls  of  this  ancient  and 
most  admirable  institution.  One  of  its  very  attrac- 
tive features  is  the  perfect  state  of  its  preservation 
thraugh  many  ages ;  the  delicate  cleanliness  of  the 
apartments  is  a  model  for  all  buildings  of  that  de- 
scription. To  see  the  Sisters  of  Charity  move  about 
in  their  ovm  grave  and  collected  manner,  going 
through  their  appointed  offices,  not  like  mercena- 
ries, but  as  if  they  were  the  nearest  relatives  of  the 
persons  upon  whom  they  were  in  attendance,  must 
of  itself  afford  a  healing  influence  to  the  bed  of 
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ackness.  We  saw  a  youBgauter,  lather  remarkable 
fin:  her  beauty,  dressiiig  the  wounds  of  a  very  fin^ 
looking  soldier,  who  bad  been  senring  in  Algiers. 
He  was  n^idly  approaching  conyalescenoe,  and  his 
eyes  beamed  with  gratitude  for  the  care  with  which 
his  protectress  wound  the  bandages  round  his  foot 
She  seemed  pleased  to  observe  that  his  health  was 
80  rapidly  reviving,  and  yet,  on  neither  side  was 
discernible  the  slightest  approach  to  a  mere  human 
ai&ction.  It  was  plain  that  the  invalid  fdt  that 
all  her  care  of  him  originated  soldy  in  the  pure 
spirit  of  her  order. 

While  we  were  going  over  the  curiosities  in  the 
diurch  of  the  hoi^tal,  the  guide  conducted  us,  with 
an  appearance  of  mystery,  as  if  he  concaved  hin^ 
self  to  be  highly  privil^ed  in  being  intrusted  with 
the  care  of  so  great  a  treasure,  to  a  remarkaUy 
curious  antique,  called  ^  la  ch&sse  de  Sainte 
Ursule,^  a  kind  of  cabinet,  about  three  feet  long, 
and  broad  in  proportion.  The  lid  is  of  a  conical 
form.  The  sides  are  divided  into  pands  worked  in 
gold,  which  represent  the  massacre  of  St.  Ursula 
and  the  eleven  thousand  virgins,  by  the  Goths,  at 
Cologne.    It  is  ornamented  wkh   paintings   by 
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Hemling,  a  celebrated  artist,  wbo  was  for  a  long 
time  an  inmate  of  the  hospital.  He  was  a  native 
of  Bruges.  In  the  early  part  of  his  life,  the  dissi- 
pations in  which  he  indulged  rendered  him  miser- 
able. He  enlisted  as  a  common  soldier,  and  having 
been  wounded  on  the  field,  he  was  conveyed  to  the 
hospital.  He  had  already  shewn  taste  and  talent 
as  a  painter ;  and  after  becoming  convalescent,  he 
resolved,  out  of  gratitude,  to  spend  the  remainder 
of  his  days  in  the  institadon  to  which  he  owed  the 
recovery  of  his  healthy  and  to  dedicate  all  his  time 
to  its  decoration. 

Tbe  ^chS^sse^  is  a  sarcophagus  in  miniature. 
It  is  placed  under  a  glass  cover.  The  faces  of 
the  virgins  are  remarkaUe  for  the  variety  of  their 
expression^  and  the  sense  of  beauty  by  which  they 
are  tfaroug^iout  parvaded.  It  is  said  that  the  direc- 
tors of  the  hospital  were  offoed  in  exchange  for 
this  very  curious  work  a  shrine  of  the  same  siae*  in 
solid  silver* 

Bruges  is  a  most  ittteiesting  city  in  many  points 
of  view.    Both  Southey  aad  Wotdsworth  have 
sung  its  praises.    The  latter  has  a  sonnet  upon  it» 
in  which  he  describes  it  as   ■« 
i2 
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''  The  dty  one  vast  temple,  dedicate 
To  mutaAl  Kspect  in  word  and  deed, 
To  leiforey  to  forbearanoes  sedate, 
To  social  cares,  firom  jarring  passions  freed." 

Southey  writes  of  it  in  a  much  more  animated 
strain. 

*'  Fair  city,  worthy  of  her  ancient  (igane  ! 
The  season  of  her  splendour  is  gone  by ; 
Yet  ererywhere  ite  monuments  remain ; 
Temples  which  rear  their  stetely  heads  on  high, 
Canala  that  intersect  the  fertile  plain — 
"Wide  streets  and  squares,  with  numy  a  oonrt  and  hall, 
iSpacioas  and  nndefaoed — ^bnt  ancient  all. 
When  I  may  read  of  tilte  in  days  of  old, 
Of  toomeys  graced  by  chieftains  of  renown, 
Vsir  dames,  graye  citiaens,  and  warriors  bold—- 
If  fancy  oonld  portray  some  stetely  town 
IVhich  of  sodi  pomp  the  theatre  might  be, 
Fair  Bmges  1  I  shall  then  remember  thee  1" 

In  the  chapter-house  of  the  hospital,  the  atten- 
tion of  the  traveller  will  remain  long  fixed  in  ad- 
miration upon  Hemling's  master-piece,  the  Virgin 
and  Child  with  St.  Catherine.  It  is  enclosed  in 
folding-doors,  a  custom  which  had  long  prevailed 
among  the  artists  of  the  Low  Countries,  until  the 
time  of  Rubens.  The  folding-doors  were  painted, 
and  generally  represented  subjects  more  or  less  re* 
lating  to  the  principal  picture ;  but  sometimes  no 
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connection  appears  between  them.  The  shutters 
of  the  painting  just  mentioned  contain  the  decolla- 
tion of  St  John  the  Baptist  and  St  John  the 
Evangelist.'  I  found  it  extremely  difficult  to  quit 
this  admirable  production.  On  the  outside  of  the 
shutters  are  the  figures  of  several  saints,  whose 
faces  are  finished  with  all  the  minuteness  and  care 
that  are  usually  observable  only  in  miniatures. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

Mn.  TVoUope.  Church  of  the  d^nchins.  Attenticms  to  Clean- 
liness. Capuchin  Monks.  Church  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre. 
Hdtel  de  Ville.  Chapel  of  St.  Basil.  Mary  of  Burgondy.  Her 
Monument.  CuriooB  Chimney-piece.  Magnificent  Prospect. 
English  Conrent. 

As  I  have  had  occasion,  in  a  former  chapter,  to 
animadvert  upon  Mrs.  Trollope^s  description  of  an 
image  of  the  Virgin,  I  am  happy  to  have  the  op- 
portunity of  adducing  here  the  generous  evidence 
given  by  her  in  favour  of  the  Hospital  of  St.  John, 
and  of  the  sisters  to  whose  pious  care  the  patients 
in  that  establishment  are  confided.  ^^  On  leaving 
the  chapel,"  she  says,  ''  I  accepted  the  invitation 
of  a  Catholic  lady  to  accompany  her  round  the  fe- 
male wards  of  the  hospital.  The  rest  of  my  party 
declined  joining  us,  from  a  fear  of  encountering 
disagreeable  objects;  but  they  were  decidedly 
wrong.     The  pain  which  the  sight,  or  even  the 
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idea,  of  human  sofferiiig  must  ever  occasioo,  was  a 
thousand  times  overbalanced  by  the  pleasure  of 
witnessiDg  the  tender  caie,  the  sedulous  attention, 
the  effective  usefulness  of  those  heavenljHaainded 
beings,  les  Swura  de  la  CharUi.  It  is  they  who 
are  the  only  nurses  in  this  large  establishment. 
Unpaid,  uncontroUed  by  any  cme,  they  give  their 
lives  to  comfort  and  help  those  who  would  find 
neither  without  them.  My  idea  of  heaven  is  a 
place  filled  with  Sisters  of  Charity.  Perhaps  I 
diall  hear  that  I  am  turned  Catholic,  if  I  confess 
that  the  treasured  symbols  of  that  demonstrative 
fidth,  which  I  there  saw  so  fondly  cherished  in  the 
hour  of  suffering  and  death,  touched  my  heart  more 
than  it  offended  my  orthodaay.  The  dying  eye, 
expending  its  last  beam  in  a  look  of  confiding  hope 
at  the  image  of  the  Redeemer,  at  that  moment  sug- 
gested no  idea  of  superstition.'' 

The  church  of  the  Capuchins— like  those  of  al- 
most all  the  religious  orders  upon  the  Continent — 
pleased  me  much,  on  account  of  the  perfect  clean- 
liness and  neatness  of  the  sanctuary,  and  the  care 
that  appears  to  be  taken  of  all  the  ornaments  and 
utensils  appertaining  to  the  services  of  the  church. 
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Visit  thoee  edifices  at  what  hour  you  may,  after  the 
matin  functions  are  over,  and  you  will  generally 
find  a  monk  or  two  dusting  the  altar,  re4irranging 
the  burnished  candlesticks,  placing  fresh  cloths 
upon  the  altar-slab,  laying  down  carpets,  or  doing 
one  thing  or  another  about  the  holy  place,  with 
that  kind  of  activity  and  attention  which  indicates 
how  much  his  heart  is  wrapped  up  in  his  labour. 
I  have  made  it  a  point,  whenever  I  could  conve- 
niently do  so,  to  steal  away  from  the  bustle  of  the 
world  on  the  vigil  of  a  festival,  and  enter  a  convent 
church,  where  I  should  be  sure  to  find  prepara- 
tions going  on  for  the  joyous  celebrations  that  were 
to  usher  in  the  morning*  I  seldom  failed  to  find 
the  good  brothers  employed  in  suspending  drape- 
ries round  the  choir,  or  on  the  columns  of  the  sa- 
cred edifice;  decorating  the  interstices  between  the 
massive  gilt  or  silver  candlesticks  with  vases  of  real 
or  artificial  flowers,  beautifully  arranged,  and  some- 
times fixing  festoons  of  flowers  over  spaces  in  the 
sanctuary,  capable  of  gracefully  admitting  decora- 
tions of  that  character.  Often  the  organist  attends 
to  try  if  the  instrument  be  in  tune ;  and  after  hav- 
ing satisfied  himself  on  that  point,  he  goes  on  pre- 
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« 

ludiDg,  according  to  the  ideas  which  his  fancy 
suggests  at  the  moment  One  may  always  know 
that  a  festive  function  is  going  on  in  a  convent 
church  when  extempore  ebullitions  of  rgoidng  re- 
sound fircnn  the  organ  in  the  intervals  that  occur 
between  the  anthems  or  psalms  usuaUy  sung  upon 
those  occasions. 

When  I  visited  the  Capuchin  convent  at  Bruges, 
I  was  informed  that  the  number  of  the  brothers 
then  residing  there  was  twenty-one.  They  follow 
the  rule  of  St  Francis  of  Asdssium.  They  abstain 
from  meat,  eggs,  and  cheese.  They  depend  al- 
most entirely  upon  the  voluntary  contributions  of 
the  faithful.  The  primitive  members  of  this  order 
were  forbidden  to  live  in  houses  constructed  of 
brick  or  stone;  their  appointed  dwellings  were  huts 
formed  of  mud  or  osier,  accessible  to  all  the  world, 
and  devoid  of  any  kind  of  door  which  could  be 
made  fast  by  a  lock.  These  injunctions,  of  course, 
have  fallen  into  desuetude.  Their  dress  is  a  coarse 
brown  woollen  cloth,  with  the  hood  and  girdle; 
their  feet  are  slipped  into  sandals.  The  crown  of 
the  head  is  shaved,  and  the  hair  beneath  that  circle, 
as  wdl  as  theu*  beards,  is  generally  remarkable  for 
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tin  eare  which  is  bestowed  upon  its  preseiratioD. 
I  observed  some  excdknt  paintings  intheir  diorch. 

Amongst  the  eedesaastical  edifices  of  Bruges, 
th^e  is  oiie  which  is  always  visited  by  travellers  as 
a  great  curioeitjp — that  which  is  said  to  bear  a  strict 
resemUanee  to  the  x^urch  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre  at 
Jerusalem.  It  was  founded  by  a  pious  Fleming, 
named  Pierre  Adoraes,  who  is  recorded  to  have 
visited  Palestine  three  times,  in  order  to  assure 
himself  that  no  «*ror,  even  the  mc»st  trifling,  was 
committed  in  his  imitation  of  that  veneraUe  edifice. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  amongst  the  public 
buildings  in  Bruges  is  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  a  very 
beautiful  specimen,  though  on  a  limited  scale,  of 
die  Gotlnc  style.  It  was  founded  in  the  year  13T7, 
by  Louis  de  Maele,  Count  of  Flanders,  and  was 
formerly  ornamented  externally  by  mcn^  than  thirty 
statues  of  princes  of  Flanders  and  Burgundy.  The 
principal  windows  were  curiously  surmounted  or 
surrounded  by  arms  and  shields,  and  the  whole 
presented  a  bijou,  which  even  now  looks  unique, 
although,  in  the  days  of  the  French  revolution,  all 
those  monuments  of  the  arts  were  most  wantonly 
destroyed  by  Dumourier  and  his  Vandal  myrmi- 
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dODSi  who  had  them  actually  pocmded  mto  dust,  as 
being,  in  his  estiniatioD,  the  effigies  of  tynuits^ 
whose  memorials  were  not  to  be  t<defated. 

Near  the  H6td  de  Yille  is  the  chapel  ctf  St. 
Basil,  remarkable  for  its  antiquity  and  its  extremely 
beautiful  Gothic  fa9ade.  Nothing  can  exceed  the 
firaahed  taste  with  which  this  fa9ade  is  executed* 
At  least  a  portion  of  the  edifice  is  yery  ancient* 
While  yet  in  its  primitiTe  condition,  a  nobleman  of 
Alsace  is  said  to  have  deposited  in  its  tabernacle  a 
drop  ci  the  Uood  of  our  Saviour,  which  he  had  ob- 
tuned  in  Jerusalem.  The  more  ancient  part  of 
the  edifice  is  the  crypt,  or  subterranean  place  of 
worship,  the  massiye  walls  and  columns  of  which 
partake  of  the  Egyptian  character.  Orer  the  door 
of  the  staircase  which  leads  from  the  lower  to  the 
upper  chapel  is  the  figure  of  a  pelican,  surrounded 
by  a  Gordian  knot,  a  mystical  symbol  of  the  le- 
demption.  The  cofier  in  which  the  gift  of  the 
Alsacian  is  now  preserved  is  a  most  splendid  piece  of 
woikman  Aip,  composed  partly  of  silver  gilt,  partly 
of  solid  gold.  On  its  sides  are  set  several  jewels  of 
great  value.  The  whole  weighs  nearly  eight  hun- 
dred ounces.    Upon  great  festivals,  the  altar  is 
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ornamented  by  a  repreaentntion  of  Mount  Calvary 
in  massive  silver,  surmounted  also  by  a  silver  cross, 
which  is  more  than  eight  feet  in  height. 

Every  traveller  of  any  curiosity  who  has  visited 
Bruges,  must,  I  presume,  have  seen  the  tomb  of 
Mary  of  Burgundy  in  one  of  the  chapels  of  the 
cathedral  of  St  Sauveur ;  and  also  the  sarcophagus 
that  is  near  it,  containing  the  ashes  of  her  father, 
Charles  the  Rash.  They  had  both  been  formerly 
placed  in  the  choir ;  but  when  Napoleon  was  in 
Brussels,  in  1810,  with  the  Empress  Marie  Louise, 
he  left  10,000  francs  to  defray  the  expense  of  thdr 
removal  to  the  chapel  in  which  they  are  now  placed. 
They  are,  in  my  judgment,  much  overloaded  with 
enamelled  shields  and  statues, and  emblazoned  arms. 
All  this  array  of  the  ^^  pomp  of  heraldry"  ill  com- 
ports, I  think,  with  the  solemnity  that  ought  to 
reign  among  the  dead.  The  history  of  Mary  of 
Burgundy,  however,  imparts  a  peculiar  attraction 
to  her  tomb.  She  was  the  last  of  the  native  sove- 
reigns of  Flanders.  Being  out  hawking  one  day, 
she  fell  from  her  horse,  and  was  so  much  injured, 
that  she  soon  after  expired.  She  had  scarcely  be- 
held her  twenty-fifth  summer  when  this  accident 
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occurred;  and  her  premature  departure  from 
amongst  her  people,  who  still  love  to  dwell  upon 
her  memory,  sheds  a  mournful  interest  round  her 
monument.  It  is  inscribed  with  the  following 
epitaph  : — "  She  reigned  as  lady  of  the  Low  Coun- 
tries during  five  years,  for  four  of  which  she  lived 
in  tender  affection  with  my  lord,  her  husband.  She 
expired,  deeply  deplored  by  her  subjects,  and  by 
all  who  knew  her,  as  was  never  princess  before." 

On  looking  over  several  books  of  modem  travels 
through  Belgium,  I  have  been  surprised  to  find 
that  many  of  their  authors  passed  through  Bruges 
without  taking  even  a  momentary  glance  at  the  very 
curious  chimney-piece  of  the  chamber  of  the  court- 
house, specially  devoted  in  former  ages  to  the  judi- 
cial business  of  the  district  called  <<  the  liberty^'  of 
Bruges.  It  is  a  master-piece  of  carving  in  wood> 
by  an  artist  whose  name,  unhappily,  is  unknown. 
It  is  adorned  with  statues,  nearly  of  natural  size,  of 
the  Emperor  Charles  V.;  of  Maximilian  and  Mary 
of  Burgundy,  on  his  left;  and  on  his  right,  of 
Charles  the  Rash  and  Margaret  of  England :  these 
statues  are  all  most  exquisitely  wrought.  The  his- 
torian of  Bruges  assures  us  that  nothing  like  them 
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is  to  be  found  in  the  world.  Bdiind  them  are 
aeen  the  escutcheons  of  Spain,  Burgundy,  Flanden, 
and  England.  In  the  niche  behind  the  statue  of 
Chailes  V.  are  several  beautifully  executed  medal- 
lions, ccxitaining,  in  profile,  the  portraits  of  Philip 
the  Handsome,  of  his  father,  and  of  Jane  of  Spaia, 
his  mother.  The  lower  part  of  the  diimney-piece 
is  in  touchstone ;  it  is  decorated  by  little  genii  in 
alabaster,  and  by  the  well-known  scene  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  chaste  Susanna* 

Those  ever-recurring*  chimes  seduced  me  to 
ascend  the  tower  in  order  to  examine  the  BOAchinery 
by  which  they  are  produced.  While  beneath  k, 
the  sound  was,  as  I  have  already  intimated,  soft 
and  dear ;  but  when  I  mounted  above  the  cylinder, 
every  note  came  upon  my  ear  with  a  painful  loud- 
ness. I  should  like  much  to  learn  from  the  calcu- 
lations of  scioice,  to  what  height  those  sounds  rise 
in  the  atmosphere  before  they  die  totally  away. 
Pope,  I  think,  it  is,  who  sings  of  the  ^*  music  of 
the  spheres.^  Would  not  the  perpetual  drculatioa 
of  the  unnumbered  orbs  which  are  distributed 
through  space  yidd  harmonies  that  may  be  heard 
at  the  gates  of  heaven  ? 
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The  proflpeot  from  the  mmiiiit  of  the  tower  is 
among  the  most  magnificent  scenes  I  have  ever  be- 
held. From  the  level  character  of  the  country  all 
XDund,  the  eye  ranges  without  any  impediment  to 
its  view  over  an  immense  space  of  territory,  reach- 
ing on  tlie  south  the  frontiers  of  France^  and  on  the 
north,  the  shores  of  the  German  Ocean.  Within 
these  grand  outlines  may  be  perceived,  under  a 
favourable  sky,  such  as  we  enjoyed,  a  portion  of 
H<dland,  the  spires  of  Ghent,  and  many  rivets^ 
canals,  villages,  forests,  gardens,  and  cultivated 
£elds,  the  latter  clothed  in  all  the  diversified  attire 
of  summa-,  and  slumbering  in  universal  repose. 

Not  the  least  interesting  part  of  this  endwntiag 
prospect  was  the  city  of  Bruges  itsdf,  below,  ooi^ 
manding  the  fines  of  aU  its  streets,  many  of  them 
animated  by  lindens  and  plane-trees,  in  full  foUage; 
Ihe  roofs  of  all  its  buildings,  the  towers  of  its 
churches,  die  squares  aaad  promenades,  the  private 
gardens  attadied  to  convents  and  palaces,  the  rail- 
roads, with  the  Bmoke  ol  their  engines,  now  curl- 
11^  dark  in  the  air,  now  vanishing  from  view,  as 
the  madiine  rushed  away,  like  some  sorceress  gifted 
with  supernatural  power,  to  a  distance  whence  it 
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was  no  longer  discernible.  To  our  eyes,  thus  on 
high,  the  moving  men  below  were  reduced  to  di- 
mensions which  made  them  appear  ludicrously  in- 
significant. For  the  moment,  one  thus  devated  is 
surprised  to  think,  that  in  the  bosoms  of  such  dimi- 
nutive beings  arn^noe  or  ambition  could  find  any 
room  wherein  to  fix  their  abode. 

Before  leaving  Bruges  I  paid  a  visit  to  the  Eng- 
lish convent,  and  was  surprised  by  what  I  may 
justly  call  the  splendour  of  the  whole  establishment. 
The  chapel  is  a  gem  of  itsdf,  spacious,  cheerful, 
elegantly  decorated,  the  very  emblem  of  a  religious 
mind  rgoidng  in  its  purity  and  in  the  hope  of  future 
happiness  by  which  it  is  animated.  While  I  was  en- 
gaged in  admiring  this  charming  oratory,  the  nuns 
and  young  ladies  of  the  convent  came  in  in  procession 
to  redte  the  Angelus  and  sing  the  Litany  of  theHoly 
Virgin.  The  noiseless  step,  the  grave,  collected, 
fervent  demeanour  ol  the  veiled  mien ;  the  well- 
disciplined  movement  of  the  youthful  train  com- 
mitted to  their  care ;  the  nicely-arranged  hair,  the 
modest  dress,  the  graceful  appearance  of  so  many 
young  English  maidens,  blooming  in  health  and  in 
their  own  native  beauty,  drew  away  for  a  moment 
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(God  forgive  me !)  toy  attention  from  the  shrine  in 
which  they  were  assembled  to  pay  their  devotions. 
Highly  ornamented  though  it  was,  there  reigned 
throughout  a  degree  of  simplicity  and  a  feeling  of 
repose  which  proved  how  well  the  architect  applied 
his  skill,  with  a  view  to  render  the  temple  what 
such  an  edifice  ought  ever  to  be,  a  house  of  prayer 
and  adoration,  rather  than  of  theatrical  display. 


VOL.  r. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

Ghent.  Ladiet  gf  GlMnt.  Gbent  Goitkaun.  The  CathedxiL 
Chtpd  ofTlirLnib.'^  Ity^rOmTtm.  Bhgflrii Cnidflb- 
bru.  Epiioopal  Momnnait.  The  Crypt.  Deieention  of 
Chnidics.  St  Midiaars  Chnrdi.  Church  of  St.  NIdiolai. 
OliTor  MiDJan.    The  Theatre. 

From  these  scenes  of  solitude  and  piety  I  reluc- 
tantly withdrew,  just  as  the  organ  entoned  the 
Litany.  The  steam-engines  of  the  railroad  have 
not  in  them  one  spark  either  of  religion  or  romance 
—no  consideration  for  any  thing  in  this  world,  save 
the  clock ;  and  so  off  we  were,  '^  bag  and  baggage,^ 
at  a  quarter  to  five  p.  m.,  for  the  ancient  dty  of 
Gl|ent.  Our  way  was  through  fields  and  gardens, 
full  of  the  incense  of  flowers  of  every  hue,  and  of 
com  not  yet  quite  ripe  for  the  sickly  standing  al- 
most as  high  as  our  carriage  windows,  yidding,  as 
it  waved  under  the  influence  of  a  light  and  balmy 
sephyr,  a  murmur  which  even  our  **  railing  **  could 
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not  wImAj  mhim.  Nmt  and  Aea.  the  MHie  wm 
vnied  by  our  being  nUrled  iniio  mocby  Inre  aad 
there  intenqperaed  with  iriiite  GDttagB%  fima  wUeh 
issued  gBDupi  of  hnqghing  Teyn%  who  set  up 
ahoatB  m  we  pesied,  thiafcfngr  bo  donfafc  tibei  lee 
came  eo  fkr  Ibr  their  pvticolar  aBonaeBieiit^ 

The  towers  aad  spbes  of  Ghent  epeedily  pre.* 
KDted  tfacnndves  to  view,.  Fram.  the  ciroutoue 
anrae  which  AerailwmypunuBd^  in  order  to  avoid 
die  nwdnlations  of  the  grouadr  it  seemed  as  if  we 
were  about  to  pass  by  altc^ether  the  pUwe  of  ouv 
immeifiate  destiaatioB.  However,  we  readied  our 
temtmus  m  due  time,  haring  been  exactly  an  houv 
and  a  half  upon  the  journey.  The  usual  noise, 
tRmhie^  and  delay,  addng  out  of  the  distribudoa 
of  the  lugga|;e,  hsrving  been  gone  through,  we 
hartsned  atwi^  to  the  <'  H6tei  de  I&  Poste,"".  but 
oouid  find  oo  adouttanoe  there,  the  town  befai^  we 
woe  iofonied,  thronged  with  visiti»8  on  account 
of  the  ap^BoaehiDg  rases  and  balK  After  some 
aessdi  we  obtained  aoGommodation  in.  a  new  esta-- 
Uishnsntp  the  f  Hdtel  deP^radon,"  a  most  in* 
YiAug  titles  of  whkh  the  house  proved  itself  by  no 
naworthy.  The  dianbecs  were  fitted  uy 
x2 
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tnth  great  taste,  were  cleanly,  and  cheerful ;  the 
beds  were  good,  the  attendance  excellent,  and  our 
dinners  were  served  in  a  most  comfortable  manner. 
Much  of  the  luxurious  spirit  of  enjoyment  for 
which  Germany  is  famous,  displays  itself  in  Ghent. 
The  men  and  women  all  appeared,  as  we  should 
say  of  well-fed  oxen,  in  prime  condition.  What 
was  still  better,  they  looked  not  merely  contented, 
but  happy.  Shall  I  be  ever  pardoned  by  the 
Ghentian  demoiselles  if  I  admit  that,  in  point  of 
beauty,  they  must  yield  the  palm  to  the  ladies  of 
Bruges  ?  Would  that  I  could,  with  a  safe  con- 
science, bear  testimony  that  the  fact  were  other- 
wise. But  unhappily  the  difference  is  indisputable. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  former  carry  the  victory, 
so  far  as  dress  is  concerned.  Without  subservience 
to  any  particular  fashion,  they  display  remarkable 
taste  in  the  selection  of  colour  and  the  style  of  their 
apparel,  which  presents  an  endless  variety,  never 
devoid  of  grace.  The  gentlemen,  of  whom  I  per- 
ceived a  greater  number  (perhaps  on  account  of 
the  races)  in  Ghent,  in  proportion  to  the  popula- 
tion, than  in  lany  other  town  in  Belgium,  appeared 
all  to  pay"  the  utmost  attention  to  their  oostume* 
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They  wore,  generaUy,  the  ^^  cutaway  ooat^*^  but- 
toned tightly  at  the  waist  Indeed,  they  required 
some  restraint  in  that  direction,  wfaerdn  the  usual 
consequmces  of  good  living  were  not  easy  to  be 
suppressed.  I  was  not  a  little  pleased  by  their 
frank  and  firee  demeanour,  and  the  confident,  manly 
tone  of  their  conversation.  The  more  I  knew  of 
them,  the  better  I  was  enabled  to  oomprdiend  that 
fine  old  Belgic  feeling  of  independence  which  was 
revived  with  so  much  reason  and  sudi  entire  suc- 
cess in  the  scenes  of  the  late  revolution. 

The  morning  after  our  arrival  being  Sunday, 
June  27,  we  proceeded  to  the  church  of  St.  Bavon 
to  hear  high  mass.  The  bishop  of  the  diocese  was 
present,  and  the  service  was  performed  in  the  most 
edifying  manner,  accompanied  by  a  fine  organ  and 
several  stringed  instruments  in  perfect  harmony. 
During  the  procession  of  the  **  Asperges,^  before 
the  commencement  of  mass,  the  head  of  St.  John 
(the  original  tutelar  saint),  in  silver,  was  borne 
immediately  after  the  crucifix*  The  cathedral,  one 
of  the  most  spacious  in  Belgium,  was  crowded  by 
both  sexes,  nearly  in  equal  proportion.  Their  de- 
meanour was  of  the  most  exemplary  character. 
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The  ostbednl  «f  St  fiOTonis  well  knows  amoi^ 
MM  liUirintr  m  nnr  of  die  oUeit  and  mott  uiftereatiiig 
dttnches  sb  Europe^  The  earlieBt  buil&ig,  b^ 
•neotk  wUch  theve  ts  a  orjpty  is  said  to  liave  been 
ooDttroetad  in  tlie  nintk  cenUny.  It  ma  Aea 
tadkd  Ae  dburcb  df  St.  Jdbn.  But  Cfaarki  V. 
Iwriiig  resokad  to -erect  a  citadel  in  the  pkceivheK 
lAe  nam  of  die  nUbey  of  fit  Baivaii  pveviondy 
jtood,  he  toaigfiwrod  £ie  caUegiate  chapter  of  fit 
-BavoB  to  St  John's.  JkAet  that  time  "the  cbudi 
took  the  name  irhioh  it  naw  bears,  in  eomplianoe 
mUk  aTequest  made  to  bin  t^  Philip  II.,  Kh%  of 
Spain,  the  Pope,  TwA  IV^  xmmd  it,  in  1£69,  to 
fiat  d^naty  4]f  a  caibednd.  Part  of  the  rumK  of 
ibeabbeyof  St  Bavon  majbe  stiD  traced  in  the 
iM  Spaniih  dtadeL  The  id>be7  vnm  founded 
hf  iimt  hcdypielate  about  the  year  806,  amidgt 
the  remaina  ef  an  andent  temple  dedicated  to 
Mercury. 

The  cathedral,  in  its  pristine  form,  was  «f  a 
limitodaijie:;  itbasbeeo^fiwnlanie  totime,  gveady 
jexlendad.  It  suffered  many  injmies  dming  die 
^rarimas  ai^;ei  and  oonteata  «f  which  Ghent  and  its 
environs  bam  been  the  dieatre.    Portions  of  it  have 
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lieeB  fifBywidyiMferft  and  vewty  ommented ;  so 
modi  00,  tin*  it  mmy  be  nod  t»  ^pKflent  to  llie 
flpectactor  « lustoriail  fiiokfire  of  eodesiaiMiefll  -afdn- 
tecture)  oonineMmg  wMh  the  siiith  and  tenrinatibiig 
witfa  the  eighteendi  ceptmj-  emce  uliich  time  it 
fats  renumed  neuiy  ia  the  staite  is  ^plnch  we  now 
find  it.  Tbeie  is  m  pecdiar  dwrm  in  lihe  aspect  of 
a  temple  in  wbidi  eae  can  thas  oontemjdatte  llie 
vesiilts  «f  dpasadona  earned  ^on  tlnough  a  suoces- 
skm  ef  nesrij  a  thoanoid  years — in  ivliicSi,  ire 
inght  mejy  tai  cjegtmfas  are  anemUed  in  the  pie- 
aenoe  of  eadh  briber  %&  hear  -witneB  to  llie  love  of 
Aepast  gommtian  Ibrtfaor  hutynAgieii — to  die 
unaltered,  nncfaangeable  chaiacterof  the  CathoEc 
fiidi— to  tlw  ^ontnuaed  presence  in  its  tribernade 
of  Hxx  who  proansed  that  He  wonld  be  with  ins 
diuxch  tbfoiighout  lA  ages! 

7he  dnqselB  wbidh  aufiuiiiid  lire  tnioir  are  pso* 
foady  onuaaeated  with  maibles  cf  Tarioos  thsts, 
and  dBfewat  speciea  of  vetah.  They  are  deeo- 
xated  by  a  great  auasber  of  pictures,  many  of 
wUeh  are  eaecuiad  ia  -die  naart;  exfointe  style  by 
aitists  of  Banpaan  «eMnaty.  Anongst  theaa  is 
one  of  FmAobs  best  piotuvaa,  <<  Onst 
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( ing  with  the  Doctors.^  The  artist,  aooording  to 
his  usual  manner,  has  btroduced  upon  his  canvass 
portraits  of  persons  of  distinction  who  lived  in  his 
own  time.  The  most  remarkable  are  those  of 
Charles  V«,  his  son  (Philip  II.),  and  Fourbus  him- 
self. In  the  chapel  of  <<  The  Lamb  **  is  a  master- 
piece especially  worthy  of  notice,  not  only  on  ac- 
count of  its  being  the  production  of  the  brothers 
Van  Eyck,  the  inventors  of  the  art  of  pamting  in 
oil,  but  also  of  the  profound  impression  which  it 
leaves  upon  the  mind.  The  subject  is  taken  from 
the  Apocalypse.  It  represents  the  Heavenly  Lamb 
receiving  the  adoration  of  all  the  saints  of  the  Old 
and  New  Testament  On  the  right  of  the  Lamb 
are  ranged  the  patriarchs  and  prophets  on  their 
Imees;  on  the  left,  the  apostles  and  martyrs;  in 
the  distance  are  groups  of  saintly  men,  bishops,  and 
virgins,  holding  in  their  hands  branches  of  palm- 
that  most  venerable,  most  graceful  of  all  trees-^ 
the  beacon  of  the  desert  —  the  dweller  by  those 
fountains  of  sweet  waters,  near  which  encamped 
the  children  of  Israd  cfa  their  way  out  of  the  land 
of  Egypt^— the  tree  whose  feathery  branches,  min- 
gled with  those  of  the  olive,  were  strewed  upon  the 
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road  by  which  the  Mesaah  entered  JeruBalem,  whe^ 
the  descendants  of  that  people  Iiailed  him  as  the 
Blessed  One  who  came  in  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
as  HosAKNA  in  the  highest — ^the  emblem  of  his 
victoiy  oyer  the  powers  of  darkness— one  of  the 
productions  of  nature  annually  gathered  by  his 
church,  sprinkled  by  her  consecrated  waters,  blessed 
by  her  solemn  prayers,  presented  by  her  ministers 
to  her  people,  who  hold  its  branches  in  their  hands 
during  the  reading  of  the  Passion,  as  it  is  written 
by  St  Matthew,  afterwards  publicly  wear  them 
AS  a  symbol  of  their  &ith,  and  preserve  them  in 
their  homes  as  a  token  of  their  reverence  and  af- 
fection for  Him  who  laid  down  his  life  in  atonement 
£ir  the  sins  of  mankind. 

It  is  impossible  for  a  Christian  who  truly  loves 
his  faith  ever  to  behold  the  palm  without  the  most 
lively  emotions ;  but,  in  the  picture  under  considera- 
tion, the  introduction  of  this  accessory  produces  a 
mysterious  feelings  not  unlike  that  which  the  Apo- 
calypse itself  excites  in  the  mind.  Indeed,  the 
artists  seem  to  have  participated  in  the  inspiration 
of  the  sacred  writer  while  they  were  engaged  in  de- 
signing their  noble  work.    It  is  connected,  accord- 
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ing  to  the  Cadiion  ^  those  times  (fourteentSi  cen- 
tury), wHh  three  odier  pobtings,  tiie  jninctpiil  of 
midiAf  the  landcBe  one,  repreMOtB  the  Befleemer  as 
seated  upon  a  thtene,  end  attixed  in  -die  pontifical 
eoBtume.  On  hn  Tight  is  the  Blessed  Virgin, 
heautif  id  as  k  Madonrn  of  Raphael,  and  on  his 
left  is  St.  John  the  Baptist,  presenting  in  his 
ftem,  maacaline  fignre,  a  fine  contrast  to  the  efful- 
gent, heavenly  countenanoe  of  tlie  ^  Mother  of 
Divine  Gtaoe.^  In  the  lower  distance  is  seen, 
upon  akmdnDi»gxoi»id,airie>«rorjFeruBalem. 

The  En^ish  viator  v!H  observe  with  paitieular 
interest  Ibixr  nagnifieent  caadelahra  of  bnmisftied 
jcajppar,  ranged  in  fiont  of  'tiie  great  altar,  which 
originally  were  the  property  of  omr  Cfaaiies  I.,  and 
amongst  the  ornaments  of  Whitehall  Obapel,  that 
were  sold  by  order  of  the  Ccmnieiiwealtii.  His 
arms  exe  eogemei  on  one  «ide,  on  the  other  are 
tiiose  of  the  Bahop  Triest,  who  piesepted  tiiem  to 
tfaechapeL 

Tiie  pulpit  is  a  most  elaborate  psece<if  furmtiwe, 
CQOsiatiDg  partly  of  white  nsaiUe  figsres  mkdtmm- 
meats,  paitly  of  carved  wood.  The  effiaot  of  this 
mixtture  is  tttr  from  being  accordant  with  good 
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taste.  Tliereaie  levneal  eaoeUeiit  nxmimeiili  in 
the  ohoir.  Tint  of  tke  Uahop  jwt  mcBtJopgd  is 
said  to  be  the  fiaeit  pieeecf  aculpteive  im  Belgium. 
Tiie  jSguse  of  tke  buhop,  m  large  as  1i£b,  is  seen 
knedk^  on  hb  tomb,  in  episeopsi  attire,  contem- 
plating  the  CKMs  borne  bjr  tke  Redeemer.  On  the 
opposite  mde  is  a  statue  of  the  Virgin.  These 
limee  figures  are  cKecuted  in  the  aiost  finished 
stjle.  Bttt  the  qpeotator  turns  from  these  magni- 
ficent producdaons  of  die  chisel  of  the  edebnted 
Doquesnoy  with  a  livdy  infeetest  tm  tiwo  beautiful 
snail  asigcis,  supported  on  an  hour-glass,  placed  at 
die  loot  of  die  monumeot.  They  are  models  of 
grace  and  loireiinesB. 

A  Tolume  migbt  be  mattes  upon  the  osoaments 
which  fill  tUs  noble  cathedrsL  It  pfeseots  of  itself 
a  cotfpiTosff  of  the  moat  imposing  desci^xtion.  The 
mnre  and  makn  are  of  surprismg  extent,  affording 
ample  space  ibr  the  display  of  the  psocessiflPSy 
idnch  add  so  xaaAi  to  At  pomp  and  aalemnity  e£ 
the  great  ^sstinds.  itetween  these  parts  of  Ae 
eAifiee  and  tke  okoir  are  seversl  lofty  ednmns  of 
variegated  marbles.  There  are  altogefherfoufWAnd- 
twenty  diapels  in  tins  cathedral,  each  having  in 
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ffXHit  of  its  altar  a  screen  exquisitely  wrought  in 
carved  oak  or  marble,  or  brass  richly  gUt,  or  iron 
fashioned  in  a  style  of  singular  beauty. 

The  crypt  or  subterranean  church  appears  to  be 
a  work  of  Cyclopean  hands.  It  is  irregular  in  its 
design ;  but  this  very  irregularity  speaks  of  those 
primeval  ages  of  the  faith,  when  she  had  not  yet 
ventured  to  point  her  steeples  to  the  skies,  and  was 
obliged  to  carry  on  her  functions  in  caverns  con- 
cealed from  the  eye  of  her  persecutors. 

I  subsequently  visited  the  church  of  St*  Michael 
with  a  painful  interest.  It  was  stripped  of  all  its 
ornaments  by  the  Vandals  of  the  French  republic, 
and  then  desecrated  by  being  used  as  a  "  Temple 
of  Reason."  Upon  its  altar  was  placed  a  statue  of 
the  <'  Goddess  of  Liberty ,""  at  the  feet  of  which 
were  celebrated  the  marriages  contracted^  as  the 
language  of  those  lamentable  days  described  them, 
^^  in  conformity  with  the  law.^'  Nevertheless  it  was 
a  most  gratifying  spectacle  to  behold  sacred  rites 
again  solemnized  in  this  once-degraded  edifice ;  it 
was  a  triumph  to  hear,  as  I  heard  at  vespers,  the 
"Laudate  Pueri,''  and  the  "Magnificat  findy 
chanted  beneath  that  roof  which  had  witnessed  so 
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foul  a  piofanation  of  the  shrine  of  the  archongeL 
^  Who,''  we  might  justly  exclaim,  when  we  think  of 
the  rebellion  against  religion  that  marked  those  years 
of  terror,  **  who,  indeed,'^  to  use  the  seraph^s  own 
words,  when  he  cast  the  accursed  from  the  regions 
of  happiness, "  is  like  unto  Grod  ?"  It  would  seem 
as  if  he  permitted  the  genius  of  evil  to  usurp  even 
his  own  altars  for  a  moment,  in  order  to  give  testi- 
mony  to  the  faithful  of  his  power  to  conquer  and 
chase  away  the  demon,  when  it  suits  his;  ever  wise 
purposes  so  to  do. 

St.  MichaePs  church  ranks  next  to  the  cathedral. 
Its  ornaments  are»  for  the  reason  I  have  stated,, 
chiefly  of  the  modem  school  of  art.  It  possesses, 
however,  a  splendid  .crucifixion^  by  Vandyck,  pro- 
nounced by  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  to  be  '^  one  of  his 
noblest  works."  One  cannot  too  much  admire  the 
figure  oi'  the  horse  which  the  artist  has  introduced 
into  this  fine  painting.  I  afterwards  found  it  re- 
peated in;  his  picture  of  Charles  V.j^  in  the  Sal  di 
Baroccio,  at  Florence.  To  this  church  those  visitors 
must  repair  who  wish  t3  hear  the  anthems  of  our 
ehurch  sung  with  a  truly  aolenm  effect.  The  organ, 
is,  I  think,,  at  once  the  most  powerful  and  melo^ 
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diem  I  ever  heard.  Some  yeasts  i^  die  most 
oelebnited  memb&n  of  the  bsr  weceaceastonied  to 
assemblem  tbis^edifioey  fbr  die  puvpoee  of  ftfibid* 
ing  not  only  k^  adviee  to  the  poor,  but  also  of 
defrayhig  die  expeinea  of  any  mtff  in  which  tfaej 
might  be  eiigi^;ed.  The  bimistera  who  asBemUed 
upon  those  oeeauona  weie  eoxoDed  m  a  confrater- 
nity,calhdthe<^Broth«4ioodof  StlYoyv"  I  could 
not  leant  why  they  hri  discontinued  thdr  meet*' 
ings,  the  last  of  which  was  hdd  so  late  as  die  year 
1830,  I  fear  that  the  charitable  diBposidons  of 
my  learned  brethren  are  rather  on  the  decHne^  not 
4aiily  in  the  Netherianda^  but  elsewhere.  .  Or,  per* 
chanee,  the  poor  hanre  beeofme  less  litigious  than 
they  used  to  be-— a  ehcumstanee  by  no  means  to  be 
lamented. 

SeTevdl  traTeUers  have  erroneously  statted  that 
St.  Baron's  is  the  cMest  church  m  Ghent.  That 
honour  belongs  to  die  church  of  St*  Nicholas, 
whieh  is  situated  near  the  eom-aarket.  It  is  con- 
structed in  the  prumdve  Gothic  slyle,  of  Tbmrnay 
stane,  to  whieh  time  has  imparted  die  eolour  of 
black  marble.  It  w»  burnt  down  in  the  year 
1196^  duriiqp  8  gieat  ftw  whidr  oceuraed  at  that 
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tune  in  Gbeat;  but  k  was.  soon  afitr  xiutatedf 
searodly  woj  deviation  luHnn^  btsft  made  fiom  ita 
aiffnsl  plan*  la  the  fifitetnth  oBDtiivy  tka  tower 
was  added,  to  it  ;r  tlut  andutect^  with.  a.  dcgiee  of 
taste  not  ofin  viable  ia  tbe  bnildioga  a£  diat 
peciody  senderad  hia  work  ao  afrnfonaable  m  every 
xespect  with,  the  <wiginal  a^k  of  the  ehmdi)  that 
it  would  seem.  aa.  if  both,  had  been  of  the  same  age. 
The  portico  ia.  quite  modeBa02SS)«  leannotpay 
a  similar  comfiiment  to  the  deagsasr  of  this  ad* 
ditioD* fiar  itia in. the  Ionic  aader,  which apoib  the 
harmony  of  the  edifioe. 

Sl  Nicholaa  haa  had  ita  vidantalea  during  the 
civil  wars  to  whidL]?d]giouadiq;yQteagKroriae.  At 
one  time  it  was  used  as  ai^  atable^  at  another  as  a 
store  fior  pcoviaona..  The  pictuiea  by  which  it  was 
originally  Qmamented  werer  sIL  taken  awaf  or  dea^ 
troyed*  Thoaewhichiacanow88enu]^itawaUaana 
modern,,  andnot  paidBuladly  worthy  of  notice.  An 
epitaph  on  a  slab  in  this,  abuach  BBOoads  an  cxtrar 
ordinary  fiicfe— that  ai  dtiaea.  of  Ghent^  named 
Oliver  Minj^u^  and  hia  wife,,  Amrilwrggn  9ai:^n» 
had  thir^f-one  children  I    Twan^^^SM  of  these 
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were  boys,  and  ten  girls.  When  Cliarles  V.  made 
his  grand  entry  into  Ghent,  in  the  year  1596,' he 
observed  amongst  the  crowd  Minjau  at  the  head  of 
his  twenty-one  sons,  all  clothed  in  uniform.  In  re- 
compence  for  such  an  addition  to  the  number  of 
his  subjects  the  «mperor  assigned  him  a  penaon. 
Unhappily  he  did  not  long  after  survive  to  enjoy 
his  good  fortune.  The  singular  plague  called  the 
Sweat,  which  at  that  period  swept  away  such  num- 
bers in  England,  extended  itself  to  Ghent  Minjau 
and  his  wife  saw  the  whole  of  their  children  perish 
under  the  effect  of  this  malady,  one  after  another, 
and  eventually  fell  victims  to  it  themsdves !  They 
were  interred  in  the  cemetery  by  which  the  church 
was  formerly  surrounded. 

The  new  theatre  is  very  conveniently  placed  near 
the  "  Hotel  de  la  Poste.^  It  may  be  justly  classed 
among  the  handsomest  buildings  of  its  kind  in 
Europe.  There  are  appended  to  it  concert  rooms, 
which,  together  with  the  theatre,  are  most  splendidly 
ornamented  in  the  style  belonging  to  the  age  of 
Louis  XIV.  This  remarkably  fine  edifice  gives  one 
a  strong  impression  of  the  taste  prevailing  among 
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the  inhabitants  of  Ghent*  Their  love  for  music  is 
proverliial;  their  flmsical  professors  have  long 
and  most  deservedly  enjoyed  a  yery  high  reputa* 
tion.  The  universityy  also  of  modem  date,  is  a 
remarkably  fine  building,  and  well  worthy  of  the 
attention  of  visitors. 


TOL.  I. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

Red  and  White  Roses.  Way  to  the  Races.  Ladies  of  Glient. 
Ghent  Gentlemen.  Race  Booths.  Scene  on  the  Cottne.  Hie 
Spectators.  Gronps  on  the  Coarse.  The  lower  BooUis.  Quit- 
ting the  Field.  The  Retain  Home.  Prosperity  of  Ghent.  Its 
general  Appearanoe.  Coltxration  of  Ftowers.  People  of  Ghent. 
Ancient  Ghent. 

Off  to  the  races !  It  was  one  of  those  fine  days 
of  June,  which,  aflter  a  few  genial  showers  of  rain, 
draw  forth  the  full-blown  red  roses  in  all  their  pride 
and  beauty,  but  still  leave  upon  the  branches  nu- 
merous buds  just  beginning  to  shew  their  blushes, 
and  looking  like  so  many  smiling  daughters  of  as 
many  joyous  mothers.  The  white  rose-trees  seem 
to  be  great  favourites  in  the  suburban  gardens  and 
viUas  of  Ghent  They  were  all  out  in  their  bridal 
attire.  Along  the  margins  of  the  corn-fields,  rows 
of  all  sorts  of  flowers,  of  every  hue,  waved  gaily  in 
the  summer  breeze,  and  yielded  to  the  air  their 
choicest  fragrance. 
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We  ImkI  scarcely  eolared  on  the  rotd  kac&ig  to 
the  raoe-fiekly  when  we  fimnd  ouneiveB  &»miiig 
fMirt  of  a  pnioeaflion  of  a  Ici^  line  of  cai'iiagta  sad 
vehides,  several  of  wUch  recalled  the  fashians  that 
pKTai]6d  in  Ea^nd  a  oenturj  ago*  By  ^  way- 
side were  pedestrians  without  number,  many  <£ 
ibem  muscular,  able-boobed  ytMsag  men,  though 
generally  uador  what  we  hold  to  be  the  military 
sice;  ArriTed  within  a  diort  distance  of  the  scene 
of  amusement)  we  were  stopped  at  a  barrier,  beyond 
which  we  weie  infimned  that  we  ooold  not  adranoe 
in  our  carriage  without  paying  five  francs.  We 
might  descend  and  walk  on  gtads,  if  we  liloed, 
kaYJi^  our  vehicle  in  waiting  £9r  us ;  but  being 
somewhat  experienced  in  the  enjoyaEKnt  of  sm  cb* 
Tated  seat,  whence  we  might  command  a  Tiew  of 
the  whole  oourse,  we  dio^  on,  sufannttmg  to  the 
«Ktortiaa»  and  £Nmd  a  £rrouEable  station  near  the 
tribune  assigned  to  the  juc^es  of  ike  contests 
dbout  to  take  plaoe^ 

The  aiea  prcfiaied  for  the  races  was  not  a  very 
qpaeious  one*  It  was  maaifeBdy  measuind  out  with 
a  niggard  hand  from  amidst  the  «xubeiant  oorh 
fieldfl  by  which  it  was  enciroled.    Benches^  pno- 
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tected  from  the  sun  by  temporarj  sheds,  were  raised 
to  some  extent,  one  above  another,  the  lower  being 
appropriated  to  the  *^  nobles^ — a  public  distinction 
more  aristocratic  than  I  had  expected  to  find  in 
Belgium.  Seats  were  also  set  apart  for  *<  membres 
honoraires  ^  and  <<  membres  effectifs.'"  The  charge 
for  a  place  on  the  benches,  noble  or  not  noble,  was 
ten  francs;  but  the  cards  for  the  former  were  not 
given  without  due  discrimination.  As  soon  as  thejr 
were  filled  by  the  dames  and  demoiselles  formed  out 
of  the  "  porcelain "  earth  of  the  Netherlands,  I 
walked  down  the  lines  to  see  to  what  style  of 
beauty  they  belonged.  I  am  afraid  of  giving  the 
result  of  my  researches,  remembering  my  indiscre- 
tions in  Hungary,  and  the  consequences  thereof  I 
was  guilty  of  having  stated  in  my  <* Danube*' 
pages  that  female  education  had  not  appeared,  so 
far  as  I  could  observe  or  learn,  to  have  made  as  yet 
much  progress  in  that  portion  of  the  Austrian  do- 
minions; and  for  this  statement  I  have  been 
soundly  scolded  In  every  company  from  Presburg 
to  the  mountains  of  Transylvania — nay,  and  be- 
yond them  !  Taught  by  experience,  therefore,  I 
am  become  sage,  and  so  cautious  in  all  such  mat- 
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ters,  that  I  ndU  not  even  venture  upon  an  innu- 
endo. 

The  benches  of  every  degree  exhibited  numerous 
specimens  of  high  corporal  condition  amongst  the 
male  sex.  In  fact,  I  never  saw  in  any  country  so 
many  examples  of  that  *^  manner  of  man"  which 
on  one  occasion  puzzled  Washington  Irving  so 
excessively,  and  gave  origin  to  one  of  the  most 
amusing  of  his  "  crayon  "  sketches.  I  allude  to  his 
story  of  the  f *  Fat  Gentleman."  The  "  cut-a-way '' 
coat  was  universal,  and  the  difficulty  of  compelling 
the  lower  button  to  go  into  its  proper  receptacle 
seemed  to  have  been  generally  no  very  easy  matter. 
Cheerful,  good-natured  faces,  however,  were  beam- 
ing everywhere  with  the  joyous  feelings  which  the 
genial  weather  and  sports  of  the  day  so  naturally 
excited.  Not  a  little  amusement  arose  from  the 
whitened  patches  which  defiled  the  gloss  on  the 
cut-a-ways  of  the  "  honoraires  "  and  the  "  effectifs  ^ 
after  they  were  placed  in  contact  with  the  backs  of 
the  benches.  In  order  to  save  paint,  these  were 
all  washed  over  with  lime,  with  a  view  to  impart 
to  them  a  gay  appearance.  Ttie  consequence  was, 
that  all  who  came  in  contact  with  them  presented. 
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wheo  tbey  afterwards  oondescasded  to  walk  about^ 
much  of  the  appearance  of  so  many  hodmen  or 
dusty  mfllera! 

There  were  nmnaous  hooths  oa  the  fieldi  of  ▼&• 
rioua  dbapes,  BignaHaed  by  flags  and  streamers  of  a 
hundred  colours,  iridch  gave  a  highly  picturesque 
aq)ect  to  the  scene.    During  the  intcmds  of  the 
races,  these  pkces  of  entertainment  were  crowded 
by  the  baurgeoUie  of  Ghent,  and  the  peaasntry 
who  flocked  m  fiom  all  the  country  round.    The 
variety  of  their  costumes,  though  many  of  them 
wore  the  bkxuse,  presented  an  interestii^  spectacle. 
Beer  was  the  general  beverage,  and  the  savoury 
odours  that  came  from^the  fires  within  and  without, 
gave  token  of  ample  (Hrovision  having  been  made 
for  the  consumption  of  the  day.    The  circuit  of 
the  course  was  kept  five  from  intrusion  by  soldiers, 
who  were  stationed  at  equal  intervals  from  each 
other.     The  contrast  of  tlieir  uniform  with  the 
varied  dresses  of  the  multitude^  the  glancing  lights 
from  their  bayonets,  when  touched  by  the  rays  ci 
the  sun,  gave  the  cirde^  thus  so  completely  de- 
scribed, an  aspect  novel  to  my  eye^  and,  I  must 
add,  peculiarly  striking  and  brilliant 
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When  I  took  m  j  seat  on  the  nxif  of  our  cmiage, 
and  oontenpkted  dtt  whole  of  the  picture  before 
me  — the  masaeB  rf  pedestrians  already  aaaemUed 
in  the  fidd— the  nuBsercMis  groups  still  bendiog 
their  way  towards  it,  thiough  the  teeming  and 
flowery  corn-fields  and  meadows  all  around — the 
numbers  of  Bdgian  gentlemen  galloping  here  and 
there  over  the  green  turf*—-  the  equipages,  some  of 
them  splendidy  others  suficiently  elegant,  seyeral 
grotesque,  from  their  obsolete  fsshion— the  grand 
wkiU  stand,  filled  with  «« lords  and  ladies  gay  ""— 
and  the  booths  and  tents^  with  Uieir  streamers  and 
ccdours  flying  on  high,  illumined  by  the  sun,  and 
gently  agitated  by  light  and  TariaMe  sepbyrs, 
which  prevented  the  summer  heat  from  being  op- 
pressive—-I  Mi  that  there  are  moments  of  happiness 
even  in  this  life— the  hapfnness  of  seemg  so  many 
of  our  species  free  from  all  care,  and  enjoying  in 
common  one  of  the  most  exciting  and,  at  the  same 
time,  most  innocent,  of  all  recreations.  A  military 
band  was  in  attendance,  and  added  to  the  feelings 
of  the  hour  that  thrilling  sense  of  pleasure  which 
music,  especially  in  the  open,  healthy  air,  never 
fails  to  awaken. 
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Cobipftred  with  the  running  at  Epsom,  Ascot, 
or  Doncaster,  that  of  the  course  near  Ghent  was 
immeasurably  inferior,  as  one  might  expect;  ne- 
vertheless it  was  not  without  a  strong  degree  of  in- 
terest. Manj  more  horses  were  entered  than  those 
which  made  their  appearance.  There  were,  how- 
ever, two  or  tiiree  very  good  races.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  see  even  a  pair  of  jockeys,  ordinarily 
mounted,  drawn  up  abreast,  waiting  for  the  signal, 
off  at  the  same  instant,  watching  each  other  in  the 
early  movements  of  the  contest,  restraining  tbdr 
own  eagerness,  pushing  on  gradually,  coolly  quick- 
ening their  pace,  still  reserving  their  strength  until 
the  goal  appears  in  sight,  and  then  the  rush  on- 
wards, the  eagerness  both  of  horse  and  rider,  the 
lash  of  the  whip,  the  fiery  look  of  the  antagonists 
at  each  other,  the. flight  of  the  weU-trained,  grace- 
ful, rival  steeds,  panting  quite  as  much  as  their 
masters  for  the  victory,  without  forgetting  for  the 
moment  that  there  is  in  the  world  any  other  spec- 
tacle worth  attention. 

Before  quitting  the  course,  I  visited  the  lower 

classes  of  booths,  which  were  undistinguished  by 

*  any  flags,  and  were  of  a  much  ruder  construction 
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than  tho6e  already  described.  Here  were  ataembled 
(he  peasantry  and  the  labouring  ordera  from  Ghent, 
wholly  given  up  to  the  pleasures  of  the  hour.  The 
dandng-booths  were  crowded.  Fiddlen  and  pipers, 
placed  upon  the  tops  of  barrels,  rasping  and  dron- 
ing with  all  their  might ;  the  stout,  well-fed  Fle- 
mish gallants,  and  their  fair  partners,  scarcely  less 
ponderous  than  themselves,  decomted  by  enormous 
gold  ear-rings,  stamping  on  the  floor  with  swag- 
gering gaiety ;  now  crossing  hands,  and  changing 
ndes,  and  wheeling  round  in  circles ;  an  occasional 
wink  of  the  eye^  sly  coquettish  glances,  and  shouts 
of  universal  merriment,  placed  before  me,  in  life 
and  action,  one  of  those  old  Flemish  pictures  in 
which  holiday  rejoicings  are  so  minutely,  so  ex- 
quisitely, represented.  Nor  were  there  wanted  to 
fill  up  the  scene  the  ballad-singers,  with  troops  of 
chubby  urchins  around  them  ;  the  sleight-of-hand 
men,  with  their  brass  balls,  their  tumbling,  face- 
painted  clowns,  their  noisy  drums,  and  still  more 
noisy  orations ;  the  gaming-tables  for  thimblerig- 
gers;  monkeys  riding  on  dogs;  dogs  dancing 
quadrilles;  girls  on  stilte;  the  merry-go-rounds; 
the  gingerbread  lotteries;  the  vendors  of  cheap 
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iibfliidB»  ea|%  aad  shawls,  puSi^  oS  thdr  wa 
in  grandikxiufittt  pbnueokgj ;  the  toalb-dniwen 
MKi  dnksa  in  dixxn^  by  the  use  of  whi«h  one 
might  Eve  to  die  afe  of  Noah  ;  hi  cooks,  veighing 
out  th^  moking  fork  and  beef  a  la  mode,  and 
active^  laiigfaingy.  neaily-dtessed  female  waitess, 
handing  round  their  tall  glasses  of  beer,  or  didr 
snudkx  measinea  of  genuine  Schiedam. 

The  ocder  wkb  which  the  eoisae  was  kept — the 
regularity  with  which  the  hours  meirtioBed  in  the 
card  for  each  start  wesre  observed— the  quietness 
with  whieh  every  necessary  arrangement  was  car- 
ried on,  reflected  gywt  credit  upon.  <<  themembres 
effeetils,"  whose  exceUent  arrangements  enabled 
the  carriage  iblk  and  the  equestrima  to  quit  the 
field,  after  the  laoea  weie  over,  with  die  most  pei^ 
feet  order..  There  was  none  of  that  ciowding  and 
racing,  upsetting  and  blocking  up^  lashing,  and 
swearing,  snd  by4MittIing,  which  vender  the  hour 
of  departure  at  Epsom  so  disi^reeable  and  danger- 
ous. Every  thing  went  off  with  the  greatest  tran- 
quillity and  regularity ;  nor  did  I  hear  ei  a  single 
accident  to  mar  the  enjoyments  of  the  day. 

The  return  from  the  course  was  a  highly  int^ 
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resdng  scene.  The  processiQii  of  Tehides  and 
horses  extoded  more  thaa  a  mile  in  length,  mov- 
ing at  a  aknr  pace,  and  attended  on  each  aide  by  a 
long  line  of  pedestzimA.  The dwdlersof  numerous 
▼lUas  on  the  way,  bdooging  to  wealthy  merchtots 
and  gentry,  were  seated  in  semicircles  in  front  of 
their  baUtations^  amidst  gardens  cultivated  with 
remarkable  taste,  at  tables  ornamented  with  flowers 
(amongst  whidi  the  dahliaa  were  pre-eminently 
beautiful),  taking  their  coffee  and  fruit  in  shady 
arbours,  or  the  open  air,  and  obserring  with  joy- 
ous looks  the  i^Kctacle  exhibited  to  their  view. 
Groups  of  laughii^  faces  filled  the  windows  of  the 
houses  nearer  to  the  highway ;  and  in  front  of  all 
the  cabarets  were  assembled  numerous  guests,  at- 
tired in  holidaj  costume,  fathers  and  mothers,  with 
their  juTenile  tribes,  and  loring  pairs,  and  single 
gentlemen  of  every  degree*  The  waiters  seemed, 
with  all  their  runnii^  here  and  there,  to  have  more 
upon  their  hand  than  they  could  go  through.  They 
were  in  agonizing  requisition. 

Certainly  Ghent  presented  to  me  no  signs  of 
decay.  The  scenes  just  described  speak  of  general 
prosperity  and  content.   The  dty  may  be  described 
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as  compoeed  of  many  islets  (twenty-six,  it  is  said) 
connected  by  nearly  ninety  bridges  of  wood  or  stone. 
It  is  seated  on  the  Scheldt,  the  Lys,  the  Lieve,  and 
the  Moer,  which  communicate  with  each  other  b^ 
their  own  branches  and  the  canals.  One  of  these 
canals,  a  splendid  work,  forms  a  communication 
between  Ghent  and  Bruges.  The  scenery  upon  its 
margin  is  not  destitute  of  beauty.  Upon  its  sur- 
face may  be  seen,  strewed  in  elegant  variety,  the 
bog-bean  and  the  water-lily,  and  dependent  over 
these,  from  the  steep  banks,  the  tassels  of  the  flow- 
ering rush.  The  numerous  tall  chimneys  belong- 
ing to  manufactories  for  spinning  yarn,  the  fabri- 
cation of  clothing  of  every  description,  of  linens, 
and  especially  of  damask,  so  called  from  the  city 
of  Damascus,  whence  the  art  of  weaving  it  was 
originally  brought  by  the  Crusaders,  mark  Ghent 
at  once  as  the  Manchester  of  Belgium,  while  its 
towers  and  steeples  rising  still  higher,  and  almost 
as  numerous,  proclaim  it  as  the  religious  capital  of 
the  kingdom. 

The  principal  promenade  is  much  frequented  in 
the  afternoon  by  all  the  fashion  of  the  town.  It  is 
shaded  by  a  triple  row  of  trees,  and  refreshed  by 
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the  waters  of  the  Coupure,  which  connects  the  Lys 
with  the  canal  of  Bruges.  Not  far  from  the  pro- 
menade is  the  Casino,  an  extensive  and  not  inde* 
gant  building,  in  the  Grecian  style,  surrounded  by 
gardens  filled  with  all  kinds  of.  flowers,  and  laid 
out  with  great  taste.  The  Casino  serves  for  the 
concerts  of  several  musical  societies,  and  the  exhi- 
bitions of  flowers  in  summer  and  autumn  given  by 
the  botanical  association  of  Ghent.  Bdiind  the 
building  is  an  amphitheatre  open  to  the  sky,  which 
reminded  me  of  that  of  Argos,  from  its  having 
been  excavated  out  of  a  steq>  bank.  It  is  planted 
with  flowers,  intermingled  with  a  variety  of  mosses, 
and  presents  in  the  fine  season  a  charming  appear- 
ance, which  must  be  rendered  still  more  enchanting 
on  those  occasions  when  the  brotherhood  ot  St 
Cecelia  summon  all  the  musical  population  of  Ghent 
—a  numerous  race— to  hear  their  admirable  per- 
formances. The  amphitheatre  afibrds  acoommoda* 
tion  to  six  thousand  persaas,  and  is  said  to  have 
been  often  entirely  filled. 

I  need  hardly  remark  that  the  neighbourhood  of 
Ghent  has  been  long  celebrated  for  its  cultivation 
of  dahlias,   orange  trees,  camdiias,   azaleas,  and 
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Other  TaluaUe  and  splendid  exotic  plants,  ^wfaich  it 
exports  to  ail  parts  of  Eufope*  coiistitttting  in  fact 
a  regular  trade,  diat  produces  in  some  years  a  re^ 
turn  of  nearly  two  millions  of  francs.  The  city 
wears  a  much  more  modem  and  cheeaHEul  aspect 
than  Bruges.  Many  of  the  houses  are  spacious 
and  palace-like,  quite  in  the  Italian  style ;  the  ef- 
fect of  theur  fine  fronts,  however,  decorated  though 
they  be  by  bas-reliefs  and  frescoes,  is  much  im- 
paired by  the  inferior  quality  of  the  window-glass, 
which  has  a  muddy  greenish  odloor.  It  is  manu- 
factured chiefly  at  Charleroi.  The  roguish  eepkm 
of  whidi  I  made  mention  in  my  notes  on  Bruges, 
is  also  much  in  use  here.  Thete  are  several  ex* 
tensiTe  squares  in  Ghent,  well  planted  widi  trees. 
Considerable  bustle  prevails  in  the  streets  during 
the  hours  of  business.  The  people  moving  through 
them  seem  by  no  means  addicted  to  that  splenetic 
mien  which  characterises  Jdin  Bull,  as  he  hastens 
through  Chei^side.  Oa  the  contrary,  they  usually 
appear  frank,  communicative,  and  livdiy,  as  if  they 
had  been  just  enjoying  good  eariy  dinners,  and 
foresaw  no  great  difficulty  in  the  management  of 
their  affairs.    The  shcqps  are  well  stored  with  eveiy 
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species  of  attractive  wares.  They  abound  espe- 
cially in  jewellery,  gold  and  silver  ornaments,  and 
watches,  wrought  in  the  most  elegant  style.  Some 
of  these  are  so  small,  that  they  would  easily  fit  with- 
in a  lady^s  ring« 

Near  the  old  qnays  of  the  canal?,  however,  and 
the  earlier  haunts  of  commerce,  may  still  be  seea 
narrow  lanes  and  streets,  ia  wbicfa  the  imddle-age 
style  of  bouses,  with  their  fimtastic  gables  and 
chimneys,  and  their  sharp-tilted  roolis,  still  pre- 
dominate. In  thede  quarters,  also,  one  encounters 
several  antique  lofty  towen  and  belfries.  Amongst 
the  most  curious  of  the  old-fiohioiied  forms  of 
bdMing  in  Ghent  is  the  ^  Hall  of  the  Watermen" 
on  the  Quai  an  HeAes.  Its  numerous  Saxon 
arAes  and  carvings  in  stone  are  well  worth  exa- 
minatiinu  The  ownen  of  it  were  in  fonner  days  a 
most  turbulent  band,  as  we  may  kam  from  the  pages 
of  Froisaart.  The  long  old-fiuhakmed  waggons, 
made  for  their  coeval  streets  and  lanes,  present  a 
striking  contrast  with  the  gay,  light  carriages  which 
may  be  frequently  observed  in  the  modem  quarters 
of  Ghent. 
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CHAPTER  XL 

The  Wonder  of  Gbe&t.  The  BegniiMige.  Manage  oC  a  B^guine. 
Her  Fencf -work.  HerDntiei.  BcgaineDran.  Evenmg  Ser- 
Tice.  The  Benedietiini.  Solenin  Scene.  Antiquitf  of  Be- 
guinei.  Mj  Unde  Tobj.  Carmelite  Chapd.  Elaborate  Carr- 
inga.    A  Cowled  Monk. 

Thbrb  is  hardly  a  spot  within  the  precincts  of 
this  interesting  dty  which  has  not  a  place  in  the 
story  of  the  numberless  civil  commotions  or  wars 
with  external  foes,  in  which  Ghent  has  be^n  engaged 
from  time  to  time.  In  the  street  near  the  Maxdie 
de  Vendredi,  called  the  Mannekens  Aert^  is  a  huge 
cannon  caUed  '*  Mad  Margaret,^  after  a  countess  of 
Flanders,  oelelntited  for  the  terriUe  violence  of  her 
temper.  It  is  also  commonly  designated  the  ^  Won- 
der of  Ghent  C*  it  is  constructed  of  malleable  iron, 
and  was  used  by  Philip  Van  Artevelde,  at  the 
siege  of  Oudenarde,  in  1S82.  Fnnssart,  speaking 
of  this  monstrous  weapon  of  war,  declares  in  his 
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own  racy,  though  quaint  language,  that,  when  it 
was  used  in  the  siege  of  the  place  just  mentioned, 
the  report  of  its  discharges  was  heard  at  a  distance 
of  five  leagues  by  day  and  of  ten  by  night  !  It 
sounded,  he  adds,  *^  as  if  all  the  devils  of  hell  were 
out  !^  Ghent  may  be  said  to  be  a  seaport,  as  the 
Sas  de  Gand  canal  connects  it  with  the  mouth  of 
the  Scheldt  at  Temeuse.  I  observed  several  mer- 
chant-vessels in  it9  splendid  basin,  and  I  was  in- 
formed that .  its  maritime  trade  was  annually  in* 
creasing.  The  latest  returns  shew  that  the  inter- 
nal commerce  of  Belgium  has  been  trebled  since 
the  establishment  of  the  railways.  Many  new  build- 
ings are  in  progress  of  erection  at  Ghent,  amongst 
which  the  Palais  de  Justice  stands  conspicuous. 

There  is  scarcely  any  religious  establishment 
upon  the  continent  which  a  traveller,  no  matter 
what  his  faith  may  be,  visits  with  greater  interest 
and  satisfaction  than  that  which  here  goes  under 
the  name  of  the  "  fieguinage.^  There  are  two 
communities  of  this  order  in  Ghent,  one  belonging 
to  the  greater  fieguinage,  the  other  to  the  smaller. 
I  took  an  early  opportunity  of  driving  to  the  for- 
mer.   Upon  entering  within  its  gate,  I  found  that 

VOL.  I.  M 
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It  was  a  village  in  itsdf,  enclosed  within  a  fosse  and 
a  wall,  a  square  in  the  middle,  in  which  was  a 
Spanish-looking  church,  neat  small  booses  all 
round,  accessible  by  short  passages  in  froaty 
dirough  doors  with  small  grills  in  them,  through 
which  questions  were  asked  before  Admission  wis 
given  to  a  stranger.  Plates  are  on  or  over  these 
doors,  upon  which  are  inscribed  the  names  of 
saints  or  of  sisters  of  the  order. 

Approaching  one  of  the  houses  nearest  to  the 
gate,  I  pulled  the  bdl-ring ;  a  sister  immediately 
appeared  at  the  grill,  and  asked  if  I  wished  to  see 
any  particular  person  in  the  house.  I  answered 
that  I  merely  wished  to  see  the  house  itsdf,  upon 
which  I  was  shewn  into  a  large  apartment,  where 
several  females,  not  dressed  in  the  habit  of  the 
order,  were  engaged  in  knitting  and  sewing.  Three 
or  four  of  the  community  were  also  present  similarly 
occupied.  The  nun  who  acted  as  my  guide,  then 
approaching  a  cupboard,  informed  me  that  it  con- 
tained the  whole  of  her  part  of  the  establishment. 
It  was  fitted  up  with  shelves,  upon  whidi  were  a 
few  plates,  a  cup,  saucer,  teapot,  and  coffee-pot, 
part  of  a  loaf  of  btead,  a  pardon  of  butter,  a  kmfe 
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wad  forkt  and  a  napkin*    '<  Here  is  mj  table,^  said 

she,  drawing  out  a  square  board  from  beneath  the 

k)wer  sb^  of  the  cupboard,—-*'  we  do  not  dine  or 

take  any  of  our  meals  in  oomnton,  because  we  afe 

usually  out  the  greater  part  of  the  day,  and  our 

return  is  uncertain.  When  our  engagements  abroad 

are  discharged,  then  we  cone  home  and  prqpare 

our  own  breakfasts  and  dinners.    We  have  each  of 

us  a  cupboard  like  this,  with  its  small  table,  at 

which  each  of  the  sistera  sits  alone.    Here,^  she 

added,  opemng  the  lower  doors  of  the  cupboard 

under  her  table,  ^  are  some  specimens  of  my  work 

— pofaaps  you  would  like  to  look  at  them  ? '''    She 

then  produced  several  specimens  of  fancy-work, 

very  neatly  executed.    Among  these  were  purses 

&8hi<med  in  the  old  style,  consisting  of  cards  cut 

three-comet^wise,  covered  with  silk    of   different 

colours,  a  gold  tassel  at  the  bottom,  edged  with 

gold  cord,  and  at  top  capable  of  being  opened  or 

ck>8ed  by  gold  cords,  which  were  arranged  for  the 

purpose.    Nice  pmcnshions,  kettle-holders,  and  aU 

that  knick-knackery  of  small  affairs,  the  names  of 

which  my  **  gentle  readers'*  know  a  great  deal 

better  than  I  do,  abounded  in  the  nun's  little  closet. 
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I  purchased  a  few  specimens  of  her  industry,  as 
memorials  of  my  visit  to  this  interesting  establish- 
misnt.  She  then  shewed  me  over  her  cell,  and  an 
apartment  attached  to  it,  in  which,  she  said,  she 
had  the  privilege  of  lodging,  for  such  length  of 
time  as  she  pleased,  any  female  relative  who  came 
'"  to  see  her.  Both  her  cell  and  its  adjoining  cham- 
ber were  furnished  in  a  plain,  comfortable  style, 
and  were  kept  delicately  clean.  This  description  of 
my  kind  guide's  abode  may  serve  for  that  of  every 
other  sister  of  the  community.  In  each  house  there 
are  two  or  three  cells,  with  adjoining  apartments  for 
hospitality.  The  members  of  the  Beguinage  are 
not  bound  by  their  vows  to  remain  in  the  commu- 
nity an  hour  longer  than  they  think  fit.  While 
they  do  remain,  they  are  pledged  to  celibacy.  They 
employ  the  whole  of  their  time  in  the  duties  of 
religion,  in  attending  on  the  sick,  assisting  the 
clergy  in  preparing  for  death  those  who  may  be  in 
need  of  their  most  consoling  services,  in  administer- 
ing charity  secretly  amongst  those  families  whom 
they  may  discover  to  be  in  want,  preparing 
articles  of  dress  for  the  poor,  and,  in  short,  in  every 
kind  of  good    work  that  is    acceptable    to  the 
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DiTiKE  Master  whom  they  serve.  Though  free 
to  quit  the  oommuDity  whenever  they  please,  1  was 
informed  that  very  few  instances  had  occurred  of  a 
sister  divesting  herself  of  her  veil,  and  that  those 
instances  wa-e  chiefly  attributable  to  maladies 
which  required  change  of  climate. 

Although  separated  during  the  course  of  the 
day,  after  the  morning  service  the  whole  of  the 
community  assemble  at  seven  o'clock,  p.m.,  in  the 
church,  to  attend  the  benediction.  I  returned  to 
the  Beguini^  a  little  before  that  hour,  and  ob- 
served with  great  interest  the  constant  streaming 
in  through  the  gate  of  these  admirable  women, 
hastening  to  their  devotions  from  all  quarters  of 
the  city,  in  which  they  had  been  during  the  day 
exercising  the  saintly  functions  of  their  order. 
Their  head-dress  is  peculiar,  and  highly  pictu- 
resque. Over  a  black  silk  hood  they  carry  a  veil, 
called  a  beguine,  folded  flat  in  form  of  a  square, 
and  laid  upon  the  top  of  the  hood.  It  is  formed 
of  a  snowy  white  lawn:  when  they  enter  the 
church,  they  stop  for  a  moment  to  remove  the  be- 
guine from  their  heads,  open  it  out,  and  then 
arrange  it  gracefully  over  the  silk  hood,   so  as 
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partly  to  oonceal  the  face.  They  then  proceed  to 
their  places  among  the  benches  and  genuflectories 
ranged  on  both  sides  of  the  nare^  and  occupy  them- 
selves for  awhile  in  meditation  and  prayer. 

When  I  beheld  the  whole  of  the  sisterhood,  ooi»- 
sisting  of  nearly  seren  hundred  imfividuals,  thus 
congregated,  kneding  before  the  altar,  which  was 
lighted  up  for  the  solemn  function  of  the  erening 
with  numerous  tapers  ornamented  with  flowers, 
and  arrayed  in  pore  white  draperies,  rkhly  fringed 
with  gold ;  not  a  breath  audible  throughout  the 
whde  assembly,  all  with  one  soul  waiting  for 
the  blessing  they  were  about  to  receive  as  the 
crowning  reward  for  the  labours  of  the  day,  I  sud* 
deniy  felt  as  if  I  had  bem  for  a  moment  admitted 
to  behold  the  choir  of  heaven  prostrate  befi^e  the 
throne  of  Gron. 

A  peal  from  the  organ  announced  the  approach 
from  the  vestry  of  a  procession  of  boys  clothed  in 
red  cassocks  and  muslin  surpKces,  beariiig  l^ts 
and  incense,  and  followed  by  the  officiating  priest, 
clothed  in  a  rich  cope.  Arrived  at  the  steps  of  the 
altar,  he  ascended  to  the  tabernacle,  and  having 
taken  from  its  depository  the  sacred  host,  arranged 
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it  in  the  reomstnnce^  wbich  be  placed  before  the 
tabernade;  be  tben  kadt  down,  and  bowing  bis 
Tenerable  head,  rraoaiaed  £or  awUk  ia  the  attitude 
of  adoratioB,  the  fin^;raat  f unes  of  the  incenae 
rising  like  a  cloud  axotuid  hiou  The  ieren  hun- 
dsei  white>Yeiled  aaten  vere  all  seen  in  a  similar 
attitude  of  homage  for  a  few  nKoanasts,  when  the 
organ  again  preluding,  tbcy  intoned  in  perfect  har- 
mony the «« O  Salutaria  Hoatia"*  The  effect  of  so 
many  female  Toicea^  thrilUng  wiih  the  iieryour  of 
enthusiastic  devotion,  accompanied  by  the  sounds 
of  the  orgio^  bow  swdling  through  the  lower 
clarioos  of  the  instrument,  now  running  in  joyoua 
modulationa  throngh  the  notes  of  the  higher  oc- 
tavesy  was  well  cakokted  to  excite  the  feelings  of 
such  aB  asBemUy  aa  this  to  a  aoraphie  tapture* 

When  they  ooocluded  the  beautifol  hymn,  so 
lull  of  the  aapiratioDs  of  a  scad  knowing  (^  no  aid 
against  the  mlence  of  warring  passiona  except  that 
which  it  may  receive  from  the  '<  saving  host,""  the 
host  that  <<  opens  the  ^ite  of  heaven,"  and  pcHOts  to 
theabodeaofetemallifey and  light,  and  peace;  the 
priest  havmg  offeied  hia  tribute  of  incense  to  the 
eueharist,  received  from  one  of  the  attendants  a 
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silk  scarf,  decorated  in  the  middle  with  the  figure 
of  the  Lamb  embracing  the  crucifix,  worked  in 
gold,  and  surrounded  by  a  glory,  arranged  it  on 
his  shoulders  over  his  cope,  and  again  ascended  the 
altar  ;  then  covering  his  hands  with  the  scarf,  he 
took  between  them  the  remonstrance,  and  gave  the 
benediction  in  the  usual  form.  All  was  again 
breathless  silence — profound  adoration.  The  scene 
has  nothing  like  it  upon  earth;  so  many  virgins 
veiled  in  white,  jMrostrate  in  the  Divine  presence, 
and  wrapped,  for  the  moment,  in  one  common  aspi- 
ration of  prayer  and  praise  to  the  Great  Jehovah; 
it  was  a  spectacle  which  filled  me  at  once  with  the 
most  sublime  emotion  and  awful  dread  lest  I  should 
never  find  myself  repeating  that  homage  before  the 
indivisible  Trinity  in  the  regions  of  the  blessed ! 

After  repeating  the  Rosary  and  the  Litany  of 
the  Holy  Name,  the  greater  majority  of  the  sisters 
rose,  and  having  re-arranged  their  beguines  upon 
their  heads,  took  their  departure.  The  rest  re- 
mained to  pursue  tlieir  meditations. 

The  establishment  of  the  Beguinage  in  Ghent  is 
the  principal  one  of  their  order,  which  consists,  alto- 
gether, of  between  six  and  seven  thousand  members. 
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spread  throughout  Belgium.      It  has  been  in  ex. 
istence  upwards  of  twdve  hundred  years,  without  - 
interruptioD,  having  been,  on  account  of  its  truly 
benevolent  and  useful  objects,  respected  equally  by  - 
Joseph  II.  of  Austria,  when  he  suppressed  almost- 
every  other  convent  in  the  Low  Countries,  and  by 
the  French  Directory,  when  Belgium  became  part* 
of  the  French  republic.   The  late  King  of  Holland, 
bigc^ted  though  he  was  against  their  religion,  gave 
them  a  charter  in  1827,  confirming  them  in  the 
possession  of  their  property  and  their  privileges. 
It  is  well  known  that  they  have  amongst  them* 
several  members  of  ancient  families. 

Few  Catholics,  I  apprehend,  will  agree  in  the 
wish  expressed  by  Sterne  concerning  the  motives 
by  which  the  Beguines  are  actuated  in  the  execu- 
tion of  their  pious  and  charitable  functions.  *^  She 
was  in  black,*'  said  Trim,  *♦  down  to  her  toes,  with 
her  hair  concealed  under  a  -cambric  border,  laid 
dose  to  her  forehead.  '  She  was  one  of  those  kind  * 
of  nuns,  and  please  your  honour,  of  which  there 
are  a  good  many  in  Flanders.**  *<  By  thy  descrip* 
tion.  Trim,**  said  my  uncle  Toby,  <*  I  dare  say  she 
was  a  young  Beguine,  of  whom  there  are  none  to  be 
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fwmd  agy  whweeicept  in  the  ^MnUi  NcAeriaadft ; 
they  dilTer  from  odier  amM  in  llii»-*->tlMt  ibey  can 
quit  their  douten  if  tiiey  dioaae  tf>  marry ;  they 
visit  the  nek  by  profenrion,  but  I  had  rather,  for 
my  own  part,  they  did  it  out  of  good-oatuie.* 
Steme  ought  to  have  known  better.  Grood-niUtuie 
falls  very  short  <^  reGgioQs  charily  and  would  be» 
as  compared  with  tibe  ktter,  but  a  very  frail  sup* 
port  durii^  tfie  perfiniaiice  of  the  duties  wfaidi 
the  Beguine  has  to  undergo. 

liOitCfii^  homewiirdsy  still  reflectiDg  i^kni  the 
solemn  scene  I  had  just  witnessed,  I  found  open  an 
old  iron  gate  leading  to  a  building  which,  from  its 
neglected  appearance  in  front,  I  supposed  to  have 
been  one  of  the  dd  diurchea  ^secrated  by  the 
vandal  soldiers  of  the  French  republic.  Seeing 
two  or  three  women,  however,  pass  through  the 
gate,  I  followed  their  footsteps,  and  was  surprised, 
on  entermg  the  edifice,  to  find  myself  within  one  of 
the  most  interesting  and  neatly-kept  cfaurdiea  in 
Ghent.  It  bdonga  to  the  order  of  the  Canmes  dt^ 
chauMsis,  with  whose  convent  it  oommuBicates,  and 
stands  in  the  middle  of  the  Rue  du  Bourg.  One 
of  the  monks,  who  wa&  engaged  in  preparing  the 
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altar  for  the  Krviees  of  the  eneuing  morning,  and 
wfaoee  fine  head,  shaven  all  voond  the  ciown^ 
Icmng  adnle  of  raven  black  hair  beneath  it,  was 
wdl  dwplayed,  his  cowl  being  throim  baekwards, 
immediately  desisted  from  his  work,  and  kindly  <^- 
ftved  to  shew  ne  oirer  the  <<  oratorr/'  as  he  called 
it.  It  is  particubrlj  distinguished  for  its  extremely 
eidborate  carvings,  all  exquisitdy  finidied,  and  pre- 
served widi  so  moeh  care  that  they  seem  as  if  they 
had  been  recently  executed,  although  at  least  three 
centuries  old.  The  sides  of  the  oratory,  which 
GOQsists  simply  of  a  nave  and  sanctuary,  are 
pandled  all  round  to  the  height  of  nearly  twenty 
liset ;  the  panelling  is  divided  into  oompartraentSy 
in  each  of  which  th^e  is  a  medallion  head,  carved 
out  of  the  solid  wood,  and  wrought  with  remark* 
able  d^ganoe*  The  head  stands  out  in  rdief,  the 
leaf  of  the  panel  having  been  planed  down  after 
the  block  for  the  medallion  was  outlined.  The 
balustrade  of  the  sanctuary,  the  pulpit,  and  the 
doors  of  the  confessionals  are  also  carved  in  the 
most  admirable  style.  But  the  masterpiece  of  all 
these  wonderful  works  is  the  great  door  of  the 
church,  which  presents  a  unique  specimen  of  this 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


172  A  COWLED  MONK. 

species  of  decoration.  I  was  astonished  to  hear 
from  my  intelligent  guide,  that  all  these  produc- 
tions of  an  art  now  so  little  cultivated  are  the  result 
of  the  industry  and  skill  of  one  individual,-— a 
monk  of  the  order  to  which  he  belonged.  He 
mentioned  the  circumstance  with  a  manifest  feeling 
of  pride,  which  may  well  be  excused.  The  whole 
of  these  performances  occupied  the  author  of  them 
thirty  years.  His  must,  indeed,  have  been  a  labour 
of  love. 

While  I  was  examining  these  curious  legacies  of 
a  pious  age,  an  elderly  monk  came  out  from  the 
vestry  in  surplice  and  stole.  Putting  his  cowl  upon 
his  head,  he  entered  one  of  the  confessionals,  where 
three  or  four  female  penitents  were  waiting  to  be 
heard.  I  glanced  over  the  paintings  in  this  chapel; 
but  they  are,  for  the  most  part,  of  an  indifferent 
character. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

Journey  to  M alines.  Cardinal  of  Malinea.  Cathedral.  Splendid 
Monument.  Vandyk.  Rubens.  Rubens's  Charges.  Pork  Pie. 
O'ConneU.  Brussels.  Dr.  Lever.  The  PUrk.  The  Library. 
St.  Gndule.    Dullness  of  Brussels. 

From  Ghent  .we  proceeded  to  Malines,  the  cen- 
tral spot  where  all  the  railways  of  Belgium  meet. 
We  arrived  at  a  quarter  before  eleven,  a.m.  Bustle 
—bustle— bustle  in  every  direction — ^trains  every 
moment  arriving  and  departing— portmanteaus— 
bonnet-boxes— hat-cases — dressing-cases— and  all 
sorts  of  carpet-bags,  pulled  about  by  porters  here 
and  there,  followed  by  ladies  and  gentlemen,  in 
feverish  watchfulness,  to  see  if  they  had  all  their 
baggage— policemen  endeavouring,  often  in  vain,  to 
appease  the  anxieties  of  crowds  of  passengers,  some 
of  whom  wanted  to  go  to  Antwerp,  some  to  Lou- 
vain,  same  to  Termonde,  some  to  Brussels,  some  to 
Liege,  all  in  an  instant,  everybody  fearing,  so 
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many  were  the  lines  of  road  radiating  from  this 
centre,  that  he  might  enter  a  wrong  carriage,  and 
instead  of  getting  forward  to  his  destination,  return 
to  the  place  whence  he  had  set  out.  Very  much  to 
the  credit  of  the  establishment,  however,  be  it  said, 
that  eventually  order  prevailed.  A  vast  space  is 
given  to  this  general  meeting-ground  of  all  the  rail- 
ways, which  renders  it,  with  its  numerous  engines 
hastening  to  their  proper  stations,  and  its  many 
handsome  buildings,  one  of  the  most  interesting 
spectacles  in  Europe. 

We  reached  the  cathedral  in  time  to  bear  part  of 
a  high  mass,  at  which  the  Cardinal  Ardibishop  and 
Primate  of  Belgium  was  present  When  the  divine 
service  was  over,  he  proceeded  to  a  genufiectory  in 
the  middle  of  the  sanctuary,  where  one  of  the  at- 
tendants held  before  him  a  large  silver  crucifix. 
Having  remained  on  his  knees — almost  prostrate — 
for  some  time,  engaged  in  profound  devotion,  he 
arose,  and  proceeded  down  the  nave,  administering 
his  blessings  as  he  went  to  the  crowds  by  which  the 
cathedral  was  filled.  Wherever  he  observed  chil- 
dren near  him  on  the  floor,  or  in  their  mothers* 
arms^  he  laid  his  right  hand  on  their  heads  with  an 
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emodon  tralj  patenuiL  It  is  understood  in  the 
political  circles  that  the  pnmate  exefcises  a  power- 
ftil  influeaoe  upon  the  fluuu^ement  of  pcditical 
affidrs  IB  Belgium.  The  Catholic  party,  of  oourse, 
look  up  to  his  aninence  js  their  prtncipal  support, 
asnd  they  vere,  no  doabt^  the  party  ivho  hroogfat 
about  one  of  the  most  jusdfiafafe  revoiatiiiBs  which 
has  ever  taken  plaoe  in  any  coontry. 

The  first  oljgeet  whidi  stiikes  the  eye  of  a  stran- 
ger, jmmedictely  after  entmng  this  nebk  cathedral , 
is  a  new  inanument  in  white  maeiUe^  terected  in 
honour  of  the  late  saidibiahap.  It  is  an  admirable 
piece  of  workauunhip,  presenting  ia  its  general  de- 
sign and  details  a  degree  of  good  taste,  simplicity^ 
and  effect  not  often  to  be  seen  in  productions  of  this 
<fescription.  The  epitaph  tdls  us  that  the  departed 
had  ^fisdiarged  his  arduous  fuDctkns  in  the  most 
exemplary  manner,  under  cioeumatanoes  of  no  or- 
dinary ififfioolty,  created  by  the  tenors  that  every- 
where attended  the  mardi  of  the  barbarians  in  the 
service  of  the  Freodi  Directory.  He  was  the  con- 
soler of  the  afflicted,  the  friend  of  the  poor,  the 
Inuch-bdoved  pastor  of  his  flock*  He  is  represent- 
ed kneeling  and  dotbed  in  his  pondfioal  appareL 
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An  angel,  holding  a  flaming  torch  in  his  hand, 
seems  to  announce  to  him  that  he  is  to  appear  im- 
mediately before  the  throne  of.  God,  and  pointing 
the  torch  towards  heaven,  invites  the  prelate  to  fol- 
.  low  him.  The  conception  is  grand,  and  the  exe- 
cution of  it  does  not  impair  the  strong  impression 
which  the  scene  produces  in  the  first  instance  upon 
the  eye  of  a  stranger.  It  is  a  model  of  excellence, 
and  must  add  greatly  to  the  already  distinguished 
reputation  of  the  sculptor,  M*  Jehotte,  of  Liege. 

The  cathedral  abounds  in  admirable  paintings, 
the  principal  of  which  is  Christ  crucified  between 
the  two  thieves,  by  Vandyk.  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds^s 
criticism  upon  this  picture  must  supersede  all  other 
panegyrics.  He  pronounces  it  to  be  '*  the  most 
capital  of  all  Vandykes  works,  in  respect  to  the  va- 
riety and  extensiveness  of  the  design  and  the  judi- 
cious disposition  of  the  whole.  In  the  efforts  which 
the  thieves  make  to  disengage  themselves  from  the 
cross,  he  has  successfully  encountered  the  difficul- 
ties of  the  art,  and  the  expression  of  grief  and  resig- 
nation in  the  Virgin  is  admirable.  This  picture, 
upon  the  whole,  may  be  considered  as  one  of  the 
first  pictures  in  the  world,  and  gives  the  highest 
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idea  of  Vandyk'^s  powers;  it  shews  that  he  had 
truly  a  genius  for  historical  pointing,  if  it  had  not 
been  taken  off  by  portraits.  The  colouring  of  thjs 
picture  is  certainly  not  of  the  brightest  kind,  but  it 
seems  as  well  to  correspond  with  the  subject  as  if  it 
had  the  freshness  of  Rubens*^ 

Besides  the  cathedral,  there  are  several  churches 
in  Malines  well  worthy  of  examination,  two  of 
ivhich  bear  the  title  of  *^  Notre  Dame,^  One  of 
these  is  so  called  from  a  tradition  which  relates  that 
a  boat,  having  on  board  a  silver  statue  of  the  Holy 
Virpn,  which  was  saved  from  a  church  destroyed 
by  fire,  stopped  of  itself,  on  its  way  up  the  Dyle 
river,  and  that  .the  church  now  called  Notre  Dame 
d^answyk  was  founded  near  the  spot  where  the 
boat  rested.  In  the  other  church  bearing  the  same 
name  is  to  be  seen  the  celebrated  picture  of  '*  the 
Miraculous  Draught  of  Fishes,^  by  Rubens*  It  is 
universally  admitted  to  be  one  of  his  most  masterly 
productions.  His  ^'  Adoration  of  the  Magi,^  a 
magnificent  composition,  is  placed  in  the  church  of 
St.  John,  Indeed,  there  is  hardly  an  ecclesiastical 
edifice  in  Malines  which  is  not  filled  with  the 
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works  of  this  great  painter.  But  when  his  friends 
complimented  him  upon  his  great  success  in  his  art, 
he  used  to  say  to  them,-^"  If  you  wish  to  see  the 
best  of  my  works,  you  must  go  to  the  church  of 
St.  John,  in  Malines.^  His  ordinary  charge  for  the 
employment  of  his  time  was  a  hundred  florins  of 
Brabant  a  day,  and  the  attendant  who  shews  tlie 
stranger  over  the  church  just  mentioned  seldom 
fidls  to  invite  him  into  the  sacristy,  where  he  places 
befbre  him  the  receipt  written  and  signed  by  Ru* 
bens  for  eighteen  hnndred  crowns,  being  the  price 
of  eighteen  pictures  which  he  painted  in  as  many 
days  for  that  edifice. 

Malines,  formerly  m(»e  commonly  called  Mechlin, 
was  once  celebrated  for  its  manufiictuie  of  laoe.  Its 
Imputation  fcnr  the  finest  species  of  that  beautiful 
hbnc  has  passed  altogether  to  Brussels.  It  is  a 
picturesque  town,  but  wears  a  desolate  air,  espe- 
ciatty  to  a  traveller  who  visits  it  immediately  after 
fitting  Ghent,  with  whose  gay  and  joyooa  aspect 
it  farms  a  disadvantageous  contrast.  We  were  much 
pleased,  however,  with  its  botmical  garden,  which 
is  extensive  and  kept  in  the  neatest  order.  We 
dined  at  the  table  d'hote  oi  the  hotel  called  ^  the 
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Crane.^  Malines  being  famous  for  the  delicacy  of 
a  dish  composed  chiefly  of  pigs^  feet  and  ears,  we 
expected  a  spedmen  of  this  luxury  on  the  table ; 
but  it  was  not  to  be  had.  In  lieu  of  it,  however, 
there  was  a  pork-pie,  which  the  guests,  composed 
chiefly  of  the  oflicers  of  the  Lancers,  unanimously 
pronounced  to  be  delicious. 

A  little  incident  occurred  on  this  occasion  which 
I  cannot  help  relating.  It  appeared  that  the  sui^ 
geon  attached  to  the  regiment  of  the  Lancers,  wlio 
dined  with  us,  had  been  some  years  ago  in  Ire- 
knd,  where  he  happened  frequently  to  hear  Mr. 
O^Connell  at  public  meetings.  The  moment  we 
sat  down  to  the  table,  I  observed  the  doctor  look- 
ing at  me  with  a  strong  emotion,  which  I  could 
not  con^nrehend.  He  whispered  to  one  of  the  offi- 
cers near  him,  and  the  commnnicatioawent  rapidly 
round.  All  eyes  were  at  once  turned  upon  me, 
with  smiles  of  the  utmost  good-nature,  whidi  not  a 
little  increased  my  astonishment  At  length  I  was 
asked  whether  I  was  not  the  <<  Great  Agitator'' 
hunself  ?  Mr.  Bellew  and  I  laughed  aknid  at  this 
droll  mistake.  He  assured  the  company  that  I 
was  not  even  related  in  any  shape  or  way  to  that 
n2 
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celebrated  personage.  The  doctor,  however,  wlio 
seemed  to  pride  himself  upon  his  skill  in  physio- 
gnomy, remained  for  awhile  incredulous.  •*  Well,'* 
aaid  he,  at  last,  <^  if  you  be  not  O^Connell,  I  can 
only  affirm  that  I  have  never  seen  two  faces  more 
idike  in  my  life,  especially  from  the  lip,  upwards," 
drawing  at  the  same  time  a  line  across  his  up|jer 
lip,  to  add  force  to  his  assertion.  There  was  a 
general  laugh  at  his  expense,  in  which  he  soon 
joined  with  perfect  good-humour. 

We  had  at  dessert  some  of  the  gingerbread  for 
which  the  Malines  confectioners  are  said  to  be  unri* 
vailed.  When  we  arose  from  the  table,  the  officers 
very  civijly  pressed  us  to  take  coffee  with  them  at 
their  sodStS^  which  they  said  was  just  at  hand. 
But  we  were  obliged  to  decline  their  friendly  invi- 
tation, as  the  train  was  to  start  in  a  few  minutes  for 
Brussels,  where  we  found  ourselves  half  an  hour 
after  we  bade  them  good  bye.  Assuredly  the 
fable  of  Fortunatus  and  his  seven-leagued  boots  is 
nothing  to  the  realities  of  the  railway. 

Our  first  view  of  Brussels,  as  we  approached  it, 
was  not  advantageous,  owing  to  the  evening  being 
rloudy,  with  showers  of  rain.    The  lofty  tower  of 
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the  cathedral  looked,  even  through  the  mist,  grace- 
f  ul  and  imposing,  although,being  then  under  process 
of  repair,  it  was  surrounded  to  the  very  top  with 
scaffolding.  We  took  up  our  quarters  at  the  Hdtel 
Royal,  where  we  experienced  every  possible  degree 
of  attention.  Anxious  as  we  were,  the  day  after 
our  arrival,  to  explore  all  the  "lions"  of  the 
*^  Belgian  Paris,"  we  were  detained  within  doors 
the  greater  part  of  the  day  by  a  prolonged  and 
violent  thunderstorm  and  an  incessant  fall  of  rain, 
accompadied  by  that  most  uncomfortable  of  all 
atmospheric  influences,  a  mist  of  the  true  Scottish 
order.  As  soon  as  the  weather  permitted,  we  sallied 
out  to  the  news-room,  where  we  had  the  pleasure 
of  making  the  acquaintance  of  Dr.  Lever,  the. 
author  of  one  of  the  pleasantest  books  in  the 
world— « Charles  O'Malley."  We  had  to  thank 
him  and  his  amiable  lady  for  many  acts  of  kindness 
during  our  sSjour  at  Brussels. 

With  the  exception  of  some  parts  of  the  old 
city,  where  one  still  encounters  public  and  private 
edifices  in  the  favourite  style  of  Brabant,  there  is 
not  much  to  be  seen  in  Brussels  which  is  in  keeping, 
as  the  painters  say,  with  such  towns  as  Ghent  and 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


162  THE  PARK. 

Bruges.  The  new  quarters  of  tbe  cajnUl  are  indeed 
admirably  laid  out— the  streets,  and  squares,  and 
boulevards  are  qpacious,  and  iron  gOt  railings,  and 
long  lines  of  lofty  numrions,  and  shady  trees  put  one 
constantly  in  mind  of  the  gay  metropolisof  France, 
though  they  want  the  busy  and  lounging  multi- 
tudes by  which  the  places  of  great  resort  in  Paris 
are  filled,  as  if  they  were  the  scenes  of  a  perpetual 
carnival  The  splendid  districts  of  Brussels  present 
for  the  most  part  a  lonely  though  stately  af^Mar- 
ance,  and  in  this  respect  brought  strongly  to  my 
mind  the  (»dinarily  deserted  appearance  of  the 
principal  street  of  Madrid,  the  Calle  de  Alcala. 

The  palace  of  the  King  is  not  worth  visiting; 
that  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  is  remarkable  fcv  the 
splendid  style  of  its  furniture  and  decorations,  in- 
eluding  a  vast  number,  of  paintings  of  great  value. 
The  King,  with  a  delicacy  that  confers  great  credit 
upon  him,  has  refused  to  appropriate  this  sump- 
tuous edifice  to  his  own  use.  The  park  forms  one 
of  the  handsomest  public  promenades  I  ever  saw. 
It  was  the  scene  of  the  most  sanguinary  contest 
between  the  Dutch  and  the  Belgians  during  the  late 
revolution.     Several  of  the  trees  still  retain  the 
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traces  of  that  conflict  The  museums  of  paintings 
and  natund  history^  as  well  as  <*tbe  library,** 
deserve  to  be  vexy  fully  examined.  In  the  latter 
thare  is  a  great  number  of  very  curious  missals, 
several  of  which  are  embellished  with  miniature 
paintings  of  matchless  beauty,  by  Van  Eyck  and 
his  pupils.  Here,  also,  may  be  seen  the  celebrated 
'<  Chronicle  of  Hainault,^  in  seven  folio  volumes^ 
illuminated  by  the  masterly  hand  of  Hemling. 

The  noble  tower  of  the  Hdtel  de  Ville  attracts  the 
attention  of  the  stranger  at  once  to  that  remarkable 
building,  which  has  been  justly  styled  a  municipal 
palace.  In  its  grand  hall  took  place  the  abdication 
of  Charles  Y.  Its  tower  is  the  most  imposing 
structure  of  the  kind  to  be  found  in  Belgium. 
On  the  top  is  a  figure,  in  copper,  of  St.  Michael, 
which  turns  as  easily  as  a  small  vane  with  the  wind, 
though  seventeen  feet  high.  From  the  top  of  the 
tower  the  *^ storied"  field  of  Waterloo  may  be 
distinctly  seen,  weather  permitting. 

The  only  church  in  Brussels  deserving  of  par- 
ticular notice  is  the  cathedral  of  St.  Gudule. 
The  painted  glass  in  its  windows  is  said  to  exhibit 
one  of  the  finest  specimens  of  that  art  which  are  to 
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be  found  in  the  world.  The  nave  preaento  a  most 
imposing  appearance,  on  account  of  the  statues  of 
the  twelve  apostles  which  are  ranged  against  its 
piUars.  In  one  of  the  side-chapels  are  still  pre- 
served the  *<  consecrated  particles,"  which  are  said 
to  have  been  stolen  from  the  tabernacle  in  the  four- 
teenth century  by  a  sacrilegious  Jew,  and  subjected 
by  him  and  his  brethren  in  the  synagogue  to  the  most 
blasphemous  insults.  I  need  say  nothing  in  com«- 
mendation  of  the  principal  manufactory  of  Brussels 
«— its  unrivalled  lace.  All  my  <*  gentle  readers  ** 
are,  doubtless,  aware  that  every  pattern,  howevw 
minute  and  fine,  is  first  wrought  separately  by  the 
hand,  and  then  sewed  on  a  groundwork  prepared 
for  it. 

The  <*  curiosity-shops  ^  in  Brussels  are  abundant 
and  extremely  tempting.  I  much  regretted,  how- 
ever, to  see  in  some  of  than  exposed  for  sale 
specimens  of  ingenuity  very  far  from  being  fit  for 
public  exhibition.  I  had  occasion  to  call  upon 
some  esteemed  friends  of  mine  on  the  Boulevards 
de  rObservatoire,  which  appeared  to  me  a  remark- 
ably cheerful  situation  for  a  residence ;  they  informed 
me  that  although  Brussels  was  by  no  means  so 
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much  frequented  lately  by  the  English  as  it  uaed 
to  be,  neyertheless  houses  were  not  to  be  had  upon 
any  thing  like  economical  terms*  I  cannot  think 
Bnisiela  a  very  attractive  place  for  a  prolonged 
Mjoura*  It  is,  after  all,  but  an  imperfect  imita- 
tion  of  Paris,  and  the  measures  taken  to  accomplish 
this  object  have  deprived  it,  in  a  great  measure,  of 
that  peculiarity  and  antiquity  of  character  which 
renders  most  of  the  other  towns  of  the  Netherlands 
so  very  attractive.  We  had  letters  from  Lord 
Pahnerston  and  a  much-valued  friend  of  ours,  Mr, 
St.  Greorge,  to  the  minister.  Sir  G.  Seymour.  His 
excellency  was  not  in  town  for  some  days  after  our 
arrivaL  As  soon  as  he  returned,  he  most  kindly 
invited  us  to  his  hotel,  and  placed  his  opera-box  at 
our  disposal.  We  had  only  time  to  avail  ourselvea 
of  his  friendly  attentions  in  the  latter  respect,  as 
our  arrangements  were  already  made  for  a  trip  to 
Waterloo.  The  orchestral  and  vocal  establish- 
ments at  the  opera  were  of  a  very  indifferent  order. 
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Waterloo.  Sergeant-Major  Cotton.  Britiah  BiTooae.  Inda- 
ment  Weather.  Chatean  of  Hofugoamont.  FMd  of  Battls. 
Foreat  «f  Hirigaiai.  Chapel  of  Hongonmoiit*  Ita  CnicUix. 
Statue  of  the  Ytigin.  Terrible  Slanghter.  M.  Robiano.  Po- 
aition  of  the  Guards.  The  Pyramid.  The  Weather.  Antweip. 
The  Cathedral.  The  Golden  neeoa.  Veapen.  FiintBd  Win- 
dows. Dixit  Domimis,  The  Confitebor.  The  Beatua  Vir. 
The  Landate.  The  Mass.  The  Song  of  ETening.  The  Mag- 
nificat.   Recal  of  the  Jews.    The  Proceasion. 

During  the  whole  time  of  our  stay  at  Brussels 
the  weather  was  gloomy  and  oppressive^  accompa- 
nied by  frequent  squalls  and  showers  of  rain.  The 
morning  we  set  out  for  Waterloo  the  rain  was  in- 
cessant the  whole  way.  We  stopped  at  the  -Coo- 
ronne,  and  thought  that  we  should  have  been 
obliged  to  return  to  Brussels  without  accomplishing 
our  object,  as  we  could  not  stir  ten  paces  beyond 
our  hotel  without  being  drenched  to  the  skin. 
However,  an  hour  or  two  after  mid-day  the  weather 
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cleared  up  m  little,  and  we  proceeded  towards  the 
nemorabk  aoeae  of  kittle,  under  the  guidance  of 
Sergeant-Major  Cotton,  who  bad  senred  in  the  7th 
Hussars,  and  was  himself  engaged  in  the  great 
*^  battle  of  the  nations,^*  as  somebody  has  most  ap* 
propriatdy  deai^ated  that  tremendous  combat. 

The  sergeant  we  soon  found  to  b^  a  *^  chaiao* 
ter.*^  He  displays  his  medal  on  his  breast  with  a 
Tery  becomiog  pride ;  he  is  of  a  good  figure ;  has 
much  of  a  veteran  militaiy  air,  and  yet  seems  as  ac- 
tive and  as  full  of  spirits  as  if  he  had  not  counted 
half  the  number  of  winters  wbidi  have  passed  over 
his  head.  A  few  years  ago  he  married  a  young* 
English  woman,  and  built  himself  a  house  in  the 
village  of  Waterloo,  from  the  gratuities  presented 
to  him  by  visitors.  We  -fbund  two  or  three  fat 
little  urchins  running  about  his  kitchen  and  a  fine 
infant  in  a  cradle.  He  is  a  native  of  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  and  his  commanding  officer  during  the 
battle  was  Sir  Edward  Kerrison. 

The  sergeant  commenced  operations  by  pointing 
out  to  us  the  small  inn  at  which  the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington estaUisbed  his  head-quarters  on  the  even* 
ing  preceding  the  day  that  was  to  fix  the  destinies 
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of  Europe.  Proceeding  onwards  about  a  mile,  he 
pointed  out  the  summit  of  a  gentle  declivity,  on 
which  the  British  army  bivouacked  during  the 
night,  under  heavy  falls  of  rain,  accompanied  by 
violent  peals  of  thunder  and  continued  flashes  of 
lightning.  The  whole  country  was  covered  with 
standing  com.  It  was  in  vain  to  attempt  cooking 
any  thing  for  supper,  as  there  was  no  posability  of 
lighting  fires.  *^  Indeed,  in  some  places,''  said  the 
sergeant,  **  we  were  up  to  our  knees  in  water,  and 
we  had  nothing  to  eat  except  a  little  dry  biscuit.'' 
The  rain  descended  still  as  the  morning  broke,  and 
did  not  clear  off  until  about  nine  o'clock,  when  the 
English  and  French  troops  appeared  in  presence  of 
each  other.  **  We  were  many  of  us,"  said  our 
guide,  ^^  trying  to  kindle  fires,  to  boil  a  little  coffee, 
but  before  we  could  succeed,  word  went  round  to 
stand  to  our  arms,  as  the  French  were  oondng^ 
These  words  make  one  even  now  startle,  coming 
from  one  of  the  actors  in  that  scene  of  slaughter. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  pursue  the  narrative 
of  the  battle  which  ensued,  already  told  and  sung 
by  historians,  and  travellers,  and  poets,  and  poet- 
asters of  every  degree.    The  famous  chateau  of 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


FIELD  OF  BATTLE.  18S 

Hougoumont,  the  little  fann-house  of  La  Haye 
SaiDte,  at  both  of  which  points  the  contest  raged 
with  the  most  terrible  fury,  still  exist  ;  we  in- 
spected both  with  a  thrilling  interest.  The  sergeant 
pointed  out  at  the  distance  of  little  more  than  a 
mile  the  village  of  Genappe,  near  which  the  French 
lines  were  drawn  up»  and  also  the  eminence  where 
Napoleon  took  his  station  at  the  commencement  of 
the  action.  The  whole  area  filled  during  the  day 
by  the  contending  hosts  may  be  described  as  a 
large  tract  of  undulating  ground,  well  calculated  for 
the  operations  of  every  description  of  force.  In  the 
rear  of  the  British  lines,  however,  was  the  forest  of 
Soignies,  which,  from  its  being  almost  entirely  with- 
out brushwood,  offered  a  safe  place  of  retreat  for  in- 
&Dtry,  if  retreat  should  have  become  necessary.  The 
position  of  the  enemy  possessed  no  similar  advantage 
in  the  rear— nothing,  in  fact,  buthighroads  and  open 
places,  where  a  pursuing  cavalry  might,  as  it  after- 
wards did,  cut  down  the  fugitives  with  terrible  car- 
nage. 

We  visited  the  garden  where  the  Marquis  of 
Anglesey's  leg  is  interred  beneath  a  monument. 
Our  attention  was  particularly  attracted  by  the 
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diapel  which  still  remains  in  the  farm-yard  of  Hon. 
goumont.  It  was  set  on  fire  at  an  early  period  of 
the  battle,  and  the  still  blackened  walls  attest  that 
the  flames  reached  eyery  part  of  the  chapel,  until 
they  approached  the  feet  of  a  wooden  figure  of  our 
Saviour,  when  they  instantly  ceased.  The  con- 
flagration in  a  similar  manner  spared  a  fidlen  sta- 
tue of  the  Blessed  Virgin  and  child.  These  are 
&cts  that  cannot  be  doubted,  for  all  Ae  figures  still 
remain  in  the  chapety  unscathed-by  fire,  untouched 
by  ball  or  sabre,  just  as  they  were  before  the  battk 
commenced,  although,  as  everybody  knows,  it  was 
in  this  farm-yard,  in  the  chateau  of  the  prc^»ietar 
hard  by,  and  in  this  chapel  itself,  that  the  fkte  of 
the  day  may  be  said  to  have  been  decided.  At  one 
period  twelve  thousand  men,  accompanied  by  nu- 
merous pieces  of  artillery,  were  brought  against  this 
post — a  post  of  the  last  importance  to  the  allied 
troops  then  in  possession  of  it.  The  first  attadc 
was  bravely  repelled;  another  assault  fdlow- 
ed,  and  was  made  by  the  French  with  such 
impetuosity  that  the  orchard  outside  the  chapel 
was  fer  a  moment  abandoned.  The  firing  then 
on    both  sides  became  awful;  in  a  few  minutes 
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fifteen  hundred  men  were  slain  on  the  spot.  It  was 
tben  that  the  chateau  and  chapd  were  set  on  fire : 
beth  parties  were  enveloped  in  the  ^flames.  The 
wounded  and  the  dying  were  heaped  upon  one  an* 
other;  their  shrieks  were  heard  even  amidst  the 
rear  of  the  artill«ry :  many  of  them  were  burnt  to 
death.  The  chateau  was  reduced  to  a  mere  shell ; 
and  yet  those  flames,  dealing  such  awful  destruc- 
tion around  them,  lost  all  their  fury  the  moment 
they  approached  the  precious  emblems  of  the  Ca» 
tho&  faith*  They  recoiled  from  the  spot  where 
sacred  figures  still  may  be  seen,  testifying  an  oc- 
currence which  admits  of  no  denial !  Enormous 
sums  have  been  offered  for  these  figures  to  the  pro- 
prieter,  the  Count  Robiano^  with  whom  I  have  the 
honour  to  be  acquainted.  All  these  offers  he  has 
declined. 

The  sergeant  also  pointed  out  to  us  the  place 
where,  bdiind  a  very  dight  rise,  the  Guards  laid 
down  concealed  until  the  French  made  their  last 
advance,  when,  at  the  laconic  summons  of  the  duke, 
the  fono&r  arose  as  one  man  and  decided  the 
fcrtune  of  the  field.  I  was  satined  with  bdiolding 
from  a  distance  the  vast  pyramid  of  earth  intended 
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to  be  a  perpetual  monument  of  the  victory.  It  is 
raised  on  the  spot  on  which  the  brave  Prince  of 
Orange  was  wounded;  it  is  nearly  liOO  feet  in 
height,  and  is  surmounted  by  a  gigantic  lion. 
The  field  was  so  much  saturated  with  the  rains 
which  had  fidlen,  that  those  of  our  party  who  went 
in  sank  to  the  ankle  at  every  step.  The  sun, 
which  had  been  for  a  short  time  out,  again  retired 
behind  the  douds,  the  rain  returned,  and  I  was 
glad  to  get  back  to  the  village  of  Waterloo  and 
reenter  our  carriage.  The  roads  were  so  deep 
that  it  was  late  before  we  arrived  at  our  hotel. 

The  following  morning,  after  hearing  High 
Mass,  we  proceeded  to  Antwerp,  where  we  arrived 
just  in  time  for  vespers,  which  we  found  going  on 
in  the  cathedral  of  Notre  Dame,  admitted  upon 
all  hands  to  be  one  of  the  most  splendid  specimens 
of  Grothic  architecture  in  the  Netherland3.  On 
each  side  of  the  nave  there  are  three  aisles.  It 
was  commenced  in  the  thirteenth  century,  and  took 
nearly  ninety  years  for  its  completion.  The  whole 
building,  with  the  exception  of  the  tower  and 
choir,  was,  by  one  of  those  accidents  to  which  most 
of  the  great  churches  have  been  strangely  subject. 
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both  at  home  and  abroad,  burnt  down  in  158S. 
But  by  the  munifioence  of  the  then  princely  mer- 
chants of  Antwerp,  it  was  restored  in  the  following 
year.  A  chapter  of  the  celebrated  order  of  the 
Golden  Fleece  was  held  in  the  choir  twenty-one 
years  after  that  period  by  Philip  II.  of  Spain,  at 
which  nine  kings  assisted  as  Knights  of  the  Order. 

It  was  truly  elevating  to  the  soul  to  hear  the 
vesp^  psalms,  anthems,  and  hymns,  sung  in  this 
majestic  temple,  the  bishop,  and  a  great  number  of 
his  clergy,  including  the  canons  of  the  cathedral, 
bemg  all  assembled  in  the  most  sumptuous  attire, 
the  fine  organ  yielding  its  ever-enchanting  music, 
the  junior  chaunters  raising  to  the  vaulted  roof 
their  cherub  notes,  which  sounded  in  such  brilliant 
contrast  to  the  tenor  and  bass  voices  of  the  graver 
portion  <^  the  choir.  The  altar  was  lighted  up  by 
numerous  wax-lights,  but  they  burned  dimly  in 
the  rays  of  the  summer  sun,  which  streamed  in 
varied  magic  cdlours  through  the  great  western 
window.  The  rich  paintings  on  the  glass  of  that 
masterly  piece  of  workmanship  were  all  displayed 
in  gorgeous  style,  and  as  the  penetrating  beams 
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passed  over  tbe  beads  of  the  pe^le  asaembled  ia 
the  churchy  here  a  deep  purplie^  kk  another  quartar 
YermiUioD,  in  another  a  beautiful  asure,  now  light* 
ing  up  tbe  side  of  a  column  in  dasalsag  brightness) 
now  bringing  into  relief  the  darker  parts  c^  some 
majestic  picture,  now  touching  a  moiiuineBt  or  a 
statue  with  a  bkze  of  gold^  no  true  Christian 
could  contanplate  such  a  scene  without  exdaiadng 
nearly  in  the  words  of  the  Fsalmist :  <^  Lardj  I  do 
love  the  beauty  c^  thy  house,  and  the  place  where 
thy  glory  dwelleth.'^ 

What  a  meet  and  fitting  tonple  was  Ais  whereia 
to  hear  those  prc^hedes  triwrophantly  pEodeomed 
which  are  now  realities — the  prophecaes  now  pav 
jbrmed,  that  the  enemies  of  the  Messiah  should 
eventually  be  the  *'  footstool  of  his  feet"— that  he 
should  hold  in  his  hand  the  <^  sceptre  of  Zion," 
<^  rule  in  the  midst  of  his  enemies^''  surrounded  by 
the  <^  brightness  of  the  saints,"  and  of  that  etemi^ 
wherein  he  was  b^otten  before  the  ^'  day  star  '^  first 
arose ;  truly  a  '^  Priest  tot  ever  acoording  to  the 
order  of  Melchisedech  ;^  who  hath  seen  <^  kings 
broken/'  nations  fallen  into  <<  ruiD> '  and  yet,  with 
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UDdiminished  might,  hath  stooped  to  <<  drink  of 
the  tDrrent  in  the  way/'  aod  then,  ^  lifting  up  his 
head,*^  hath  porooeeded  in  his  glorious  course. 

Peal  on,  thou  ^*  Tuba  mirum  spargens  sonum," 
—sing  aloud,  ye  alternate  choirs,  ^'  Praise  the  Lord 
with  all  your  hearts,^  exhibit  to  our  view  the 
<^  ooDgregation  at  the  just  in  council,'"  say  how  the 
<^  wonderful  works  of  God"  are  in  all  things  in 
exquisite  harmony  with  his  designs,  deserving  of 
all  <*  admiration,"  and  abounding  in  ^^  magnifi- 
cence !^  Again  and  again  proclaim  His  "  cove- 
nants ^  as  ^^  shewn  forth  to  all  His  pec^le."  Bid 
the  Grentiles  cherish  the  beauty  of  the  ^'  inheritance" 
which  they  now  enjoy,  and  syllable  forth  in  your 
moat  solemn  accents  that  ^  Holy  and  terrible 
Name,  the  fear  of  which  is  the  beginning  of 
wisdom." 

Oh !  truly  ''  blessed  is  the  man  who  fears  the 
liCNrd,"  for  he  shall  <'  delight  in  His  command- 
ments^^  and  pursue  the  paths  ci  true  "glory."' 
To  him  shall  be  given  "mercy,"  " compassion,'^ 
**  judgment,"  indifference  to  ^  evil  hearing," 
"  h^pe,"  "  diarity,"  and  "  justice."  Against  him 
the  "  desires  of  the  wicked  shall  not  prevail." 
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Where  is  the  soul^  possessing  within  it  a  single 
spark  of  religious  fire,  that  has  ever  heard  without 
emotion  the  **  Laudate  pueri  dominum  ?^  —  or 
that  shout  of  the  angelic  choir,— -*^  From  the  rising 
of  the  sun  unto  the  going  down  of  the  same,  the 
name  of  the  Lord  is  worthy  of  praise," — of  that 
Lord,  who  though  "  above  all  nations,^  whose 
"  glory  is  even  above  the  heavens,"  still  condescends 
to  look  down  upon  the  **  poorest  of  His  creatures 
upon  earth,'*  lifts  them  by  His  spiritual  gifts  to  a 
level  with  **  the  princes  of  His  people,*'  and  "  mak- 
eth  the  barren  woman  to  dwell  in  her  house,  the 
joyful  mother  of  children  ?" 

Such  are  amongst  the  ennobling  thoughts  and 
aspirations  with  which  the  Vesper  service  of  the 
Catholic  church  renders  her  children  familiar.  The 
liturgy  of  the  morning  sacrifice  is  indeed  of  a 
more  grave  and  majestic  character,  and  performed 
with  a  more  solemn  pomp,  on  account  of  the  won- 
derful mysteries  which  constitute  and  ^consecrate 
its  whole  character.  But  there  is  something  pecu- 
liarly consoling  in  the  evening  office  of  the  church. 
It  is  a  beautiful  sequel  to  her  matin  occupations, 
when  she  displays  before  the  faithful  all  her  energy 
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and  grandeur— all  her  glorious  privileges — sum- 
mons  them  to  join  in  her  most  exulting  anthems, 
to  listen  to  the  proclamation  of  the  invariable  tenets 
of  her  faith,  and  to  bow  down  in  awe  while  she 
repeats  the  miraculous  sounds  which  change  the 
offerings  on  her  altar  into  the  body  and  blood  of 
Him  who  died  for  the  redemption  of  mankind. 
The  early  sun  gleams  upon  her  tabemade  while 
those  heavenly  functions  are  in  progress.  When 
that  sun  is  about  to  go  down,  when  all  nature  is 
about  to  sink  into  repose,  while 

'«  The  kiwiDg  herd  winds  dowly  o'er  the  lea," 
while  the  tenants  of  the  grove  are  warbling  their 
last  hymns  in  that  low  tone  of  happiness,  and  love, 
and  thanksgiving  for  the  blessings  of  the  day, 
whidi  is  so  infinitely  more  endearing  than  the  most 
thrilling  song  of  the  soaring  lark ;  again  does  she 
call  her  flock  around  her,  and  by  her  psalms,  and 
prayers,  and  promises,  and  benedictions,  cheers 
them  onward  in  their  journey  through  this  "  valley 
oftears." 

It  is  impossible,  I  think,  for  any  person  of  any 
religion,  who  has  heard  the  Magnificat  sung  in  one 
of  the  fine  old  Flemish  churches,  to  go  away  witb- 
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out  feeling  something  of  the  lofly,  ardent  spirit  of 
joy,  by  ivhich  that  beauttfol  canticle  of  the  Holy 
Virgin  is,  aboTe  all  others,  distingaished.  When 
the  moment  comes  for  its  being  entoned,  all  the 
attendant  clergy,  the  choir,  and  the  oongregatimi 
instantly  arise;  and,  without  prelude,  forth  at 
once  bursts  the  triumphant  exclamation,  as  if  it 
could  be  no  longer  suppressed,  ^  My  soul  doth 
magnify  the  Lord,  and  my  spirit  hath  rejoiced  in 
God  my  Saviour  !^  But  that  sfnrit,  privileged 
though  it  was  beyond  all  other  human  beings,  fear- 
ful of  its  own  exultation,  trembles  lest  it  should 
have  gone  too  far,  and  falls  back  upon  its  own 
natural  humility.  But  why  do  I  rgoice  in  my 
Saviour?  It  is  ^^  because  he  hath  r^arded  the 
humility  of  his  handmaid  ;*'  and  yet  how  can  I  fed 
otherwise  than  inspired  with  rapture,  when  I  am 
assured  that  *^  henceforth  all  generaticms  shall  call 
me  blessed  ?^ 

Then  flow  on  in  a  nobl^  fervid  strain  the  [Mraiaes 
of  the  Redeeming  God : —  ^<  Holy  is  His  n^one  ^— - 
infinite  <^  His  mercy  to  those  who  fear  Him  ;*  He 
hath  «<scattered  the  proud,'' "  put  down  the  nnghty/' 
given  abundance  to  the  «  poor,"  "  sent  Ae  rich 
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avay  empty >^  and  received  back  into  his  arms,  as 
a  <'  son,^  the  '^  wandering  Israel  ;^  thus  fulfilling 
the  promise  he  had  made  to  ^<  our  fathers,  to  Abra- 
ham, and  his  seed  for  ever.^  To  her,  who  was 
herself  of  that  people,  the  hope  of  their  eventual 
recall  to  the  home  in  which  they  were  once  so 
dearly  cherished— a  people  whom,  notwithstaading 
the  Crimea  which  thiey  were  to  expiate,  die  ooold 
not  bat  love,  it  was  a  peculiar  source  of  joy,  that 
long  as  Uiey  might  wander  over  the  hoe  of  the 
«artb,  they  were  stffl  to  meet  witii  that  mercy  which 
endureth  firom  ^^  generation  to  generation.^ 

The  vespers  terminated  with  a  magnificent  pro- 
cesnoD,  during  which  the  deseending  sun  stfll  con« 
tinned  to  dieot  ka  undouded  beams  thiough  the 
great  weston  window,  rendering  '<  pale  and  inef- 
ftctuai  "  the  awncMms  lighted  torches  whidi  wete 
canied  by  the  clergy,  and  the  long  Une  of  attend- 
ants, and  eonwrting  ialo  ^  dast  of  gold^  the 
douds  of  inocaaae  by  whidi  the  canepy  over  the 
pvdate  who  bove  the  host  was  preceded.  Tlie 
wh(de  cadiedml  was  flinmined  by  a  variety  of  oe* 
lours  that  seemed  as  if  they  had  been  designed  to 
give  peculiar  magnifieenoe  to  the  spectacle. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

The  Blacksmith  of  Antwerp.  The  Two  ATnen.  Tower  of  the 
CftthediBL  View  from  the  Tower.  iSeunlChan^.  The  lute 
King  of  Holland.  Chimes  of  Antweqi.  Tomb  of  Rubens.  St 
Jacqnes.  The  Holj  FamUj.  Fus-simile  of  Calvaiy.  Chnrdi 
of  St.  Andraw.  Hie  Mvseimi.  Departure  for  Uege.  Varied 
aspect  of  tiieCoantiy.  Lonvmne.  Ihelibcary.  FonnerMa* 
nuftctories.  Expulsion  of  the  WeaTors.  Their  GoiUhaU.  Hie 
UniTersity.    The  Hdtd  de  ViUe.    The  CathedraL 

I  SPENT  some  hours  the  following  morniiig  in 
the  cathedral^  admiring  the  numberless  wwks  of 
art  by  which  it  is  ornamented,  many  of  them 
master-pieces  of  Rubens,  and  wdl  known  to 
amateurs  of  every  description,  if  not  from  actual 
inspection,  at  least  through  the  eloquent  panegyrics 
of  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds.  The  curious  visitor,  be* 
fore  entering  the  cathedral,  should  not  fiedl  to  look 
at  the  iron  cover  of  the  pump  near  the  foot  of  the 
tower ;  it  is  said  to  be  the  work  of  Quentin  Matsys, 
the   <^  blacksmith  of   Antwerp,^   of  whom  it  is 
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idated  that  he  had  conoeiTed  a  violent  affecdoo  for 
the  daughter  of  a  painter,  but  that  her  father  having 
resolved  to  pve  her  in  marriage  to  no  suitor,  except 
of  his  own  profesaiao,  he  (the  blackamith)  imme-  ' 
diatdy  resolved  to  abandon  his  trsde^  in  which  he 
had  obtained  celebrity  for  his  many  ingenious  pro- 
ductions in  brass  and  iron,  and  to  adopt  that  which 
would  qualify  him  to  obtain  the  great  object  of  his 
solicitude.  He  speedily  became  more  eminent  as  a 
painter  than  he  had  been  even  in  his  previous  pur- 
suits, and  he  eventually  won  the  hand  of  the  lady. 
Those  who  have  visited  Windsor  Castle  will 
remember  his  celebrated  painting  of  the  <*  Two 
Misers.^  The  museum  at  Antwerp,  however,  has 
the  good  fortune  to  possess  his  master-piece,  the 
<^  Descent  from  the  Cross,"  the  heads  in  which  are 
held  to  be  equal  to  any  evar  produced  by 
Baffaelle. 

Wishing  to  ascend  the  tower,  it  was  with  some 
difficulty  we  obtained  admittance,  as  the  keeper 
happened  to  be  out  of  the  way.  Some  workmen, 
however,  who  were  engaged  in  repairing  the 
pinnacles  which  were  knocked  down  by  the  Dutch 
artillery  under  Greneral  Chasse,  when  they  were 
bombarding  the  town  from  the  dtadd  in  1830, 
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having  opened  the  door  on  the  inside,  we  made  oar 
way  to  die  upper  gaUny,  whence  the  prospect  is 
superb.  GrMmpses  maj  be  disoenied  of  the  spires 
of  Br uaaels^  Mifines,  and  even  of  Loovaine,  and 
also  of  Ghent,  Bruges,  Fhishing,  and  Bergen- 
op*Zoom.  The  winding  course  of  the  Scheldt  we 
distincdy  tmoBd ;  while  we  weve  obsernng  it,  the 
steamer  fixim  London  appeared  at  a  distaace  of 
aearly  twoity  miles,  with  its  black  smoke  curling 
upward  in  the  calm  atmosphere.  The  fine  old  cky 
itself  lay  benesth  us,  like  a  picture  painted  by  one 
of  the  old  Flenush  masters,  widi  its  numerous 
diurches,  oonyents,  and  magnificent  puUic  build- 
mgs,  its  daborate  and  extensiTe  fortifications,  and 
its  peculiarly  fine  citadel,  fimning  one  of  the  most 
attracttre  features  in  the  whole  seene,  on  account 
of  the  chivalrous  resistance  made  within  its  walls 
by  Chass6  in  1892  against  its  French  assaflants^ 
Heroic  as  was  the  conduct  of  the  Dutdi  general 
upon  that  occasion,  one  can  never  recall  to  mind 
the  drcumstanoes  which  gave  rise  to  it,  without 
abhorrmg  the  author  of  so  much  unnecessary 
bloodshed.  The  obstinacy  of  the  late  King  of 
Holland,  in  attempting  to  retain  possession  of  the 
capitol  of  a  city  which  had  already  ceased  to  be  a 
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part  of  bis  doratnions,  and  which  he  perfectly  well 
knew  cooid  not  be  held  for  anj  length  of  time 
against  the  forces  assembled  to  wrest  it  from  him, 
can  never  be  too  sevetelj  stigmatised.  One  of  the 
workmen  Terj  cinUy  shewed  us  over  the  ninety- 
nine  bells  which  form  the  dbxmes.  The  nnallest 
bell  is  full  fifteen  inches  in  diameter.  A  full-grown 
Boan  mdgfat  easily  skep  without  inconvenience  in 
the  largest.  When  this  wonderful  production  of 
the  foundry  was  baptised,  aecardxng  to  the  old  reli- 
gious custom  of  the  Netherlands,  Charles  V.  stood 
sponsor  for  it.  We  had  not  the  good  fortune  to 
hear  this  Carillon  give  out  its  harmonies. 

The  artist-pilgrim  will  no  doubt  make  his  way  to 
the  tomb  of  Bubens,  which  he  will  find  immedi- 
ately bdiind  the  high  altar  in  the  beautiful  church 
of  St.  Jaqnes,  a  perfect  gem  for  its  paintings, 
carvings  in  wood,  variegated  marbles,  and  richly 
pamted  windows.  Here  also  he  will  find  one  of  the 
most  precious  of  all  the  works  of  that  great 
master— <<  The  Holy  Family''— in  which  the  por- 
trait  of  the  painter  appears  under  the  figure  of  St. 
CveoKge,  those  of  his  two  wives  as  Martha  and 
Mary  Magdalen,  that  of  his  fisither  as  St.  Jerome, 
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of  bis  grandfather  as  Time,  and  of  his  son  as  an 
angel.  It  is  a  most  lovely  picture,  a  characteristic 
which  does  not  usually  belong  to  the  works  of 
Rubens.  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  particularly  recom- 
mends  it  to  students  as  a  perfect  specimen  of  co- 
louring. <<  It  is  as  bright,^  he  says,  <^  as  if  the 
sun  shone  upon  it.'' 

I  went,  of  course,  to  see  one  of  the  greatest  re- 
ligious curiosities  in  Belgium— the  representation 
of  Calvary,  in  the  Dominican  church.  It  is  lite- 
rally a  small  hill,  formed  artificially  of  rock-work; 
on  the  summit  are  the  crosses,  bearing  images  of 
the  Redeemer  and  the  two  thieves ;  on  the  declivi- 
ties  are  several  kneeling  statues  of  patriarchs,  pro- 
phets, and  saints,  and  at  the  foot  is  a  grotto,  copied 
from  the  Holy  Sepulchre  in  Jerusalem,  containing 
another  figure  of  Christ.  I  own  I  did  not  much 
admire  this  elaborate  specimen  of  ingenuity. 

There  is  a  carved  pulpit  in  St.  Andrew^s  Church, 
which  is  reputed  to  be  the  finest  model  of  wood- 
work existing  in  the  Netherlands.  Here  also  is  to 
be  seen  a  monument  raised  in  honour  of  two  "Eng- 
lish  ladies  named  Curie,  who  had  been  ladies  in 
waiting  to  Mary  Queen  of  Soots.    Attached  to  the 
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monument  is  a  portrait  of  the  ill-fated  sovereign, 
whose  name  always  stirs  up  our  deepest  sympathies. 

Although  the  museum  of  Antwerp  is  open  to 
the  public  only  on  Sundays,  on  account,  I  presume, 
of  the  number  of  students,  male  and  female,  who 
assemble  there  during  the  week-days,  engaged  in 
copying  its  best  pictures,  nevertheless  we,  as  stran- 
gers, were  very  civilly  admitted  by  the  doorkeeper. 
We  found  every  part  of  the  gallery  redolent  with  the 
oils  and  other  ingredients  used  by  the  young  artists, 
all  of  whom  were  most  industriously  occupied  in 
pursuing  their  labours.  If  I  might  judge  from  a 
hasty  glance  of  the  many  copies  I  saw  in  progress, 
I  should  say  that  they  generally  exhibited  highly 
promising  specimens  of  the  talents  of  these  young 
painters. 

When  I  add,  that  in  this  museum  may  be  seen 
several  pictures  by  Rubens,  Quentin  Matsys,  Fran- 
cis Floris  (usually  honoured  with  the  title  of  the 
Flemish  Raffaelle),  Vandyk  (the  celebrated  portrait 
painter),  de  Vos,  and  Titian,  I  need  not  remark  that 
it  abounds  in  attractions  of  the  very  first  order. 
The  chair  of  Rubens  is  preserved  here  under  a 
glass  case. 
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Returning  to  Brussels,  we  took  our  places  for 
Liege.    On  our  way  thitber  Mr.  BeUev  paid  a 
flying  visit  to  Louvaine,  a  name  more  familiar^ 
perhaps,  than  that  of  any  other  dty  in  Bdgium  to 
British  and  Irish  Catholic  ears,  as  it  was  in  the 
celebrated  university  established  there,  in  the  early 
part  of  the  fifteenth  century,  diat  many  of  their 
ecclesiastical  students,  and  the  sons  of  the  Catholic 
nobility  and  gentry,  received  that  education  which 
the  penal  laws  denied  them  at  home.    The  country 
towards  Louvaine,  and  still  more  towards  Liege, 
begins  to  assume  a  mvch  more  varied  aspect  than 
the  lower  parts  of  the  Netherlands,  which,  with  but 
few  exceptions,  present  one  entire  almost  level  sur- 
face, peculiarly  well  adapted  for  the  railway  system. 
The  territory,  particularly  after  leaving  Malines, 
becomes  undulating,  the  cuttings  are  more  exten- 
sive,  and  Tiriemoot  is  approadied  through  a  tunnel 
of  considerable  length  (1000  yards).     The  river 
Dyle^  to  which  the  railroad  runs  paralldi  occasioa- 
ally,  presents  many  agreeable  prospects,  and  bey<md 
the  town  of  Louvaine  is  seen  a  vast  extent  of  forest, 
said  to  be  a  part  of  the  ancifiiht  forest  of  Soignies. 
It  is  in  this  district  that  the  most  extensive  coal- 
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beds  of  Belgium  are  found.  Piles  of  excellent 
turf  may  also  be  observed  by  tbe  roadside,  which 
mark  at  once  the  diffaeenoe  of  character  in  the 
country  we  had  now  to  traverse. 

A  few  hours  were  sufBdent  to  aiable  my  friend 
to  visit  the  ^^hoas"  o£  Louvaine^  the  more  espe- 
cially as  he  was  most  kindly  assisted  upon  the  oocfr* 
sion  by  ooe  of  the  members  of  the  university^ 
whom  he  had  accidentally  met  on  his  way  to  that 
institution.  The  libcaiy  is  cae  of  the  most  mag* 
nificent  diambws  of  the  kind  in  !Europe»  It  exp- 
iated more  than  a  century  before  the  umversity 
itself,  having  be»i  originally  (1317)  constructed 
as  a  Guildhall,  by  the  weavers  of  Louvaine»  then  a 
wealthy,  numerous,  and  at  all  times,  until  dieir  ex* 
pulsion,  a  most  turbuknt  pcntion  of  the  population. 
It  is  recorded  that  in  1860  there  were  from  three 
to  four  hundred  cloth  manufactcnies  in  Louvaine^ 
which  affcnrded  employmmt  to  150,000  artizans. 
The  chrcoucler  (Justus  Lip6i«s),upon  whose  autho* 
lity  this  statement  chiefly  rests,  adds  that  a  few 
minutes  befiure  the  men  engaged  in  those  establish-' 
ments  weie  accustomed  to  go  home  to  take  their 
mods,  the  great  beU  of  the  cadiedral  wae  tolled,  in 
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order  to  caution  parents  to  prevent  their  children 
from  appearing  in  the  atreets,  lest  they  idiould  be 
tramfdied  down  by  the  multitudes  issuing  from  the 
manufactories. 

Acts  of  the  government,  of  the  most  impolitic 
character,  subsequently  drove  all  these  people  from 
Louvaine,  in  consequence  6f  various  tumults  in 
which  they  were  engaged.  Many  of  them  settled 
in  England,  whither  they  were  followed  by  their 
employers.  They  most  materially  assisted  in  estab- 
lishing amongst  us  the  wodUen  manufiu^nres,  for 
which  our  country  has  since  become  so  eminent. 
Their  Guildhall  was  a  superb  structure,  displaying 
a  fine  taste ;  no  expense  seems  to  have  been  spared 
to  render  it  worthy  of  its  opulent  proprietors. 
According  to  the  fashicm  of  the  times,  it  was  most 
elaborately  ornamented  with  antique  carvings  in 
wood,  which  are  still  in  admirable  preservation. 
The  colleges  of  the  university  at  one  time  amounted 
to  nearly  fifty  in  number,  giving  to  the  dty  an  ap- 
pearance not  unlike  Oxford,  and  frequented  by 
from  five  to  six  thousand  students.  Scarcely  twenty 
colleges  now  remain ;  the  number  of  the  students 
has  dwindled  down  to  four  or  five  hundred.    The 
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wiiole  locality  in  consequence,  as  well  as  the  dty 
Itself,  present  a  deserted  and  gloomy  appcAjrance, 
the  population  having  been  reduced  from  two  hun- 
dred thousand  souls,  which  were  at  one  time  num* 
bered  within  its  walls,  to  nearly  twenty  thousand. 

There  is,  nevertheless,  a  solemn,  religious,  and 
classic  air  about  Louvaine,  which  invests  it  with 
an  interesting  character.    The  Hotel  de  Ville  is 
admitted  to  be  the  most  beautiful  edifice  of  the 
kind  in  Europe.     It  abounds  in  traceries  and  orna- 
ments of  the  Grothic  strain  of  poetical  conception, 
most  exquisitdy  elabcvated.     The  dilapidations 
caused  by  time  from  the  period  (146S)  when  it 
was  finished,  have  been  recently  restored  with  a 
degree  of  skill  and  genius,  not  unworthy  of  the 
artists  by  whom  the  original  chiseling  was  executed. 
Not  exempted  firmn  the  fate  to  which  almost  all 
old  ecclesiastical  edifices  have  been  at  one  time  or 
another  sacrificed,  the  cathedral  of  Louvaine  (dedi* 
cated  to  St.  Peter),  which  was  founded  in  1040, 
was  twice  burnt  down.    A  tower,  of  the  extraordi- 
nary altitude  of  five  hundred  and  thirty  feet,  for- 
merly attached  to  it,  was  blown  down  in  1604,  and 
has  not  since  been  restored.     It  contains  a  good 
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many  pictures  by  the  elder  masters,  which  are  mote 
curious  than  inspiring.  The  scholar  will  be  difr> 
posed  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  tower  in  which  Janse- 
nius  composed  his  peculiar  theological  works.  The 
stranger  cannot  be  long  in  Louyaine  without  feel- 
ing, from  the  not  unpleasant  odours  which  meet  him 
in  all  quarters,  that  he  is  amidst  numerous 
brewmes.  The  produce  of  these  establishments^ 
which  is  in  high  repute,  exceeds  5M)0,000  casks 
per  annum,  and  is  consumed  all  over  Belgium. 
Some  part  is  exported. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

AniTal  at  Lkge.  Its  bnaj  appeannoe.  Qaentin  Dnrward.  Hie 
Wonder  of  Uage.  Mineral  Fonntaina.  CaTema.  Chand- 
fontaine.  Ita  naay  Attraotku.  Baafltiftil  Landaaqpe.  Ymmi 
Blanduaenaea.  A  Dwarf.  A  BiUe  Distributor.  Translationa 
of  the  Scriptnrea.  The  Wann  Fountain.  Railway  to  Cologne. 
The  Brigand  Idrlel,    ScheoM  for  hia  Captue. 

Thk  nul-ioad  tenninatei  wilhin  three  miles  of 
liege ;  the  lemainuig  distance  is  aooomplished  bj 
omnibuses,  one  of  which  conducted  me  to  the 
<<  Pommdett^^  a  very  good  hotd,  and  much  fre* 
quented  by  mercantile  men»  of  whom  I  saw  great 
numbers  here»  impressing  me  at  once  with  the  im- 
portance of  this  city,  as  the  principal  commercial 
city  of  Belgium.  It  strongly  reminded  me»  upon 
first  passing  through  its  narrow,  dingy,  smoky 
streets,  filled  with  dirty-looking  houses,  fiom  which 
proceeded  incessant  sounds  of  hammers  and  anvils, 
of  Birmingham  and  SheflSeld.  Its  principal  ma- 
p2 
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nufactory  is  that  of  cannon  and  fire^anns  of  every 
kind.  Thej  are  said  to  be  inferior  to  those  of 
France  and  England,  but  they  are  much  cheaper ; 
a  good  double-barrelled  gun  may  be  had  for  twenty 
or  thirty  francs.  The  workmen  generally  carry  on 
their  several  operations  at  home ;  some  being 
employed  in  forging  the  bars,  others  in  turning 
them  into  the  rough  barrel,  othei*s  in  boring,  and 
so  on  with  all  the  other  branches  of  the  trade. 

Notwithstanding  the  gloomy  atmosphere  of 
Liege,  and  its  inferiority  to  the  greater  number  of 
the  cities  of  Belgium,  in  an  architectural  point  of 
view,  nevertheless  its  murkiness  is  much  relieved  by 
the  business-like  bustle  and  hum  of  industry  which 
prevail  in  all  quarters.  There  are  many  iron-mines 
in  the  neighbourltood,  and  also  extensive  coal  floors. 
The  latter  have  been  worked  not  only  to  the  verge 
of  the  town,  but  beneath  it,  so  much  so  as  to  un- 
dermine many  of  the  streets  and  houses.  The  out- 
skirts present  a  succession  of  highly  picturesque 
scenery,  characterized  by  lofty  hills,  and  the  broad 
valley  of  the  Meuse,  which  is  navigable  to  the  sea, 
and  here  forms  a  junction  with  the  Ourthe  and 
the  Vesdre.    From  the  summit  of  the  hill  of  St. 
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Walberg,  upon  which  several  churches  and  palaces 
have  been  erected,  the  views  of  the  country  all 
round  constitute  a  panorama  of  the  most  diversified 
and  animated  description. 

Those  who  have  read  Soott^s  charming  <<  Quentin 
Durward,**  will  no  doubt  set  about  exploring  the 
localities  of  Liege  with  peculiar  feelings  of  interest. 
But  those  feelings  will  be  of  very  short  duration, 
for  Sir  Walter  Scotf  s  Liege  bears  no  more  resem- 
blance of  the  real  city  than  it  does  to  Edinburgh. 
He  has  indeed  caught  the  spirit  of  its  former  tur- 
bulent character,  and  related  with  tolerable  fidelity, 
as  a  chronicler,  some  of  the  most  exciting  passages 
of  its  history,  for  which  he  is  indebted  to  Monstre- 
let  and  Philip  de  Comincs.      But  upon  almost  all 
points  of  topography,  he  has  allowed  his  imagina- 
tion a  license,  which  is  rather  surprising,  consider- 
ing that  if  he  had  paid  only  a  short  visit  to  the 
scene  of  his  romance,  or  even  taken  the^trouble  to 
make  himself  acquainted  with  it,  through  the  ^^  spec- 
tacles of  books,'*  he  might  have  easily  avoided  all 
the  errors  into  which  he  has  fallen— errors,  however, 
which,  after  all,  do  not  impair  the  attractions  of  the 
story. 
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There  are  very  few  objects  in  Liege  worth  the 
attention  of  a  traveUer,  except  the  Church  of  St. 
Jacques,  the  Bishop^s  palace,  and  tlie  modem  uni- 
versity. The  former  is  generally  called  the  **  Won- 
der of  Liege."  It  is  constructed  principally  in  the 
Grothic  style,  intermingled  with  what  has  been  not 
inappropriately  called  the  **  coquetry"  and  graces 
of  Arabian  art ;  it  was  founded  about  the  year 
1014,  during  the  reign  of  Henry  II.,  Emperor  of 
Grermany.  It  was  originally  attached  to  a  Ceno- 
bite  convent,  in  the  bosom  of  a  vast  forest  by  which 
Liege  was  then  surrounded.  The  nave  is  vast  and 
majestic,  and  yet  so  light  in  appearance  that  it 
seems  to  lift  the  soul :  the  whole  style  of  decora- 
tion is  singularly  beautiful.  The  arches,  says  Mr» 
Hope,  whose  architectural  skill  and  taste  need  no 
praise  from  me,  are  elegantly  fringed*  It  possesses 
wide  and  splendid  windows  of  painted  glass,  ele- 
gantly muUioned  net-work  screens,  reeded  pillars, 
branching  into  rich  tracery,  studded  with  embossed 
ornaments,  containing  within  them  gay  Arabescoes, 
medallions  of  saints,  sovereigns,  and  prelates  innu- 
merable. Amongst  the  medallions,  are  portraits  of 
the  kings,  queens,  prophets,  and  prophetesses  of 
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Scripture,  with  their  names  and  the  verses  relating 
to  them,  which  form  on  each  side  of  the  nave  a 
continued  inscription,  written  in  Grothic  charac- 
ters. 

The  whole  of  this  district  of  Belgium  offers 
many  objects  of  great  interest  to  geologists.  Not 
fiir  from  it  commences  that  series  of  warm  fountains 
of  mineral  waters  which,  taking  an  eastern  and 
north-eastern  direction,  extend  to  Spa,  Aix-la- 
Chapdle,  and  so  on  to  Grermany.  To  the  south 
aie  many  hills  and  mountiuns,  bearing  decided 
tokens  of  Tcdcanic  action,  presenting  external  fea- 
tures of  the  most  divendfied  and  extraordinary 
character,  and  containing  within  their  bosom  ca- 
verns of  great  extent,  filled  with  stalactites,  fossil 
bones  of  men  and  animals,  and  other  very  curious 
objects,  of  which  specimens  may  be  seen  in  the  mu- 
seum at  Liege,  and  also  rendered  particularly  inte- 
resdng  by  the  romantic  lakes,  galleries,  vaulted 
diambers  and  halls  which  have  been  recently  disco- 
veied  in  their  recesses.  It  is  a  country,  in  fact, 
which  has  not  been  yet  sufficiently  explored ;  it 
has  even  a  language  of  its  own — the  Walloon- 
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ivhicb  is  said  to  reaemUe  the  old  French  of  Nor- 
mandy more  than  any  other  dialect.  In  former 
ages,  the  Walloons,  like  the  Swiss,  served  in  the 
army  of  any  state  that  would  pay  them. 

From  Liege  we  took  an  excursion  to  Chaud- 

fontaine,  by  a  diligence  which  {dies  twice  a  day 

between  those  two  places.     The  distance  being 

little  more  than  five  miles,  we  found  ourselves  in 

about  an  hour  before  the  Hotel  des  Bains,  having 

journeyed  through  a  very  charming  country,  an4 

by  the  light  of  a  brilliant  sun,  which  was  peculiarly 

refreshing  to  us  after  leaving  the  dismal  climate  <^ 

Liege.  Outside  of  the  hotel  benches  were  aminged, 

on  which  were  seated  several  invalids,  who  were 

undergoing  a  course  of  warm  bathing.     The  baths 

are  under  the  superintendence  of  government,  and 

are  got  up  in  a  very  handsome  style.    The  hot 

spring  rises  in  an  island  of  the  Vesdre  just  hard  by, 

and  is  pumped  up  by  a  wheel  turned  by  the  current 

of  the  river.     The  waters  of  the  fountain  are 

remarkably  clear ;  the  valley  in  which  the  village 

is  situated  is  extremely  picturesque;    the  river 

abounds  in  grayling,  offering  sport  to  the  anglar; 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


BEAUTIFUL  LANDSCAPE.  217 

the  country  around  affords  many  enchanting  pros- 
pects, and  most  agreeable  walks  and  rides  for  those 
who  are  in  search  of  health  or  amusement. 

I  was  quite  struck  with  this  pleasant  village, 
and  wished  that  I  could  repose  a  few  days  within 
its  quiet  and  beautiful  retreats.    While  I  stood 
upon  its  wooden  bridge,  looking  towards  the  east, 
I  ranged  in  fiincy  over  a  lofty  hill  in  that  direction, 
whose  declivities  and  summits  were  ornamented  by 
groups  of  trees,  dressed  out  in  all  their  summer 
foliage.     The  Vesdre  beneath  me,  swollen  by  the 
late  rains,  and  tinged  with  a  yellow  colour,  rolled 
rapidly  through  the   arches,  sending  out  angry 
voices  as  it  pursued  its  course.    A  cascade  just 
near,  added  to  the  chorus  which  they  formed ;  and, 
as  if  for  my  particular  entertainment  at  the  mo- 
ment, an  Italian  organist  stood  for  a  while  at  the  end 
of  the  bridge,  playing  some  of  Mozart's  most  ex- 
quisite airs,  whose  modulations  seemed  to  receive 
fresh  powers  of  fascination  from  the  hoarse  mur- 
murs of  the  neighbouring  waters. 

The  shrubs  and  green  turf  of  the  island  were 
spread  with  clothes  which  had  been  just  washed  in 
the  river.     While  the  sun  was  drying  them,  the 
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fiiir  and  youthful  blanchiseuses  amused  themselves 
hy  various  games ;  some  running  over  the  island 
in  chase  of  one  another ;  some  laughing,  some 
singing,  some  dancing ;  all  full  of  meriment  inoon- 
troUahle,  A  wearied  traveller,  dressed  in  a  blue 
blouse,  now  and  then  trudged  his  way  over  the 
bridge,  stopping  a  few  minutes  to  admire  the  in- 
dustry and  talents  of  a  dwarf,  who,  bom  without 
arms,  nevertheless  taught  himself  to  write  with  his 
toes,  which  he  used  with  all  the  facility  that  fingers 
could  have  given  him. 

As  a  characteristic  of  the  dmes  in  whidi  we  live, 
I  may  mention  among  the  passengers  on  the 
bridge,  an  English  Bible  distributor,  attended  by  a 
youth  from  Highgate,  whom  he  appeared  to  have 
captivated  by  his  discourses.  He  addressed  me,  at 
the  same  time  placing  in  my  hand  a  tract  in  the 
French  language,  very  neatly  printed  at  the  "  Bel- 
gian Evangelical  RepositdTy,^  in  Brussels,  and 
entitled,  **  Why  does  your  curate  forbid  you  to 
read  the  Bible  in  the  vidgar  tongue  f^  The  form 
of  the  question  is  odd  enough,  for  assuming  the 
veto  to  have  been  issued,  it  would  extend,  upon  the 
hypothesis,  only  to  Bibles  in  the  vulgar  tongue. 
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and  not  to  the  Greek  or  Latin !  The  tract  was  in 
the  form  of  a  dialogue  between  a  messenger  engaged 
in  carrying  about  Bibles  for  distribution,  and  a 
labouring  man,  to  whom  he  offers  a  copy,  but 
whom  he  could  not  persuade  at  first  to  accept  it, 
because  the  peasant  is  made  to  say,  that  his  curate 
had  forbidden  him  to  read  that  book.  In  the  course 
of  the  dialogue,  the  poor  man  is  made  to  declare, 
that  even  if  he  did  read  the  Bible,  he  could  not  un- 
derstand much  of  it,  and  that  he  preferred  saying 
his  rosary — a  well-known  form  of  Catholic  prayer 
•—always  repeated  in  the  language  of  the  country 
where  it  is  used.  The  tractarian,  however,  is 
pleased  to  represent  the  ignorant  peasant  as  ledting 
his  rosary  in  Latin  !  My  eye  happening  to  light 
on  this  passage,  I  pointed  out  to  my  evangdical  ac- 
quaintance the  pretty  chapel  of  the  village,  where, 
if  he  attended  in  the  evening,  he  would  very  pro- 
bably hear  the  rosary  repeated,  not  in  Latin,  but 
in  the  language  of  the  congregation.  These  Bible 
distributors  and  their  employers  are  all,  I  really 
believe,  well-intentioned  persons;  but  marvellous 
is  the  number  of  chimeras  which  they  put  forth  in 
their  publications,  as  forming  parts  of  the  faith  or 
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discipline  of  the  Catholic  Church.  Every  well- 
instructed  member  of  that  church  perfectly  well 
knows  that  he  is  not  forbidden  to  read  the  Bible ; 
that  it  was  first  translated  into  Latin  by  one  of  the 
brilliant  line  of  fathers  belonging  to  that  church ; 
that  it  was  first  printed  in  the  original  Hebrew  and 
Greek,  and  first  translated  into  all  the  modem 
languages  of  Europe,  by  members  of  that  church  ; 
that  the  English  Bible  used  by  the  dissenters,  of 
every  hue  of  doctrine,  is  for  the  most  part  only  a 
copy  of  the  one  originally  translated  into  our  lan- 
guage by  English  Catholic  clergymen,  who  were 
obliged  to  seek  refuge  in  the  colleges  of  Douay 
from  the  persecutions  of  the  British  government ; 
and  that  in  the  United  Kingdom  at  this  moment, 
reprints  of  that  admirable  translation  may  be  found 
in  the  hands  of  everybody  who  chooses  to  purchase 
them.  The  veto  of  the  cur6,  or  rather  of  the 
church  itself,  is  not  against  the  reading  of  the 
Bible,  but  against  the  interpretation  of  it  by  any 
person  not  duly  authorized  by  her  to  perform  a 
task  admitted  on  all  hands  to  beat  once  so  delicate 
and  so  arduous. 

Towards  the  west  is  a  double  row  of  poplars. 
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between  which  there  is  a  handsome  promenade  along 
the  margin  of  the  Vesdre,  whose  waters  are  said  to 
be  remarkably  cold  at  all  times  of  the  year.    This 
oddness  is  the  more  remarkable,  as  the  springs 
which  are  found  in  the  island  just  mentioned  are 
rather  warm  (82^  5(y),  though  more  temperate  than 
those  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  or  Borcette.    Nor  is  the 
interest  which  this  pleasant  village  excites  at  all 
diminished  by  the  constant  clacking  of  a  water- 
mill  hard  by,  which  is  connected  with  a  series  of 
forges  for  the  manufacture  of  guns  and  pistols. 
While  I  was  standing  on  the  bridge,  my  eye  was 
attracted  to  the  heights  beyond,  by  the  sudden  rush 
of  a  number  of  workmen  down  the  hill.   They  had 
not  descended  far  when  a  loud  explosion  followed, 
caused  by  the  blasting  of  rocks  in  the  line  marked 
out  for  the  prolongation  of  the  line  of  the  railway 
from  Liege  to  Cologne.     It  must  have  been  the 
most  expensive  of  any  of  the  Belgian  railways,  as  it 
has  required  a  great  number  of  cuttings  and  tun- 
nels through   the  hills,  and  of  bridges  over  the 
rivers  which  it  passes  on  its  course. 

Not  far  from  Chaud-fontaine  are  the  ruins  of  the 
famous  stronghold  of  Chievremont,  built  during 
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the  times  of  the  earliest  kings  of  France^  upon  the 
summit  of  a  mass  of  rocks  inaccessible  on  all  sides. 
In  the  tenth  century  it  was  occupied  by  a  brigand 
named  Idriel,  who  supported  a  numerous  train  of 
followers  by  plundering  the  country  around  him, 
fearless  of  all  consequoices^  as  h^  was  sure  to  find  an 
impregnable  refuge  from  his  enemies  in  his  casde. 
His  motto  was,  as  the  old  chroniclers  say — *^  The 
enemy  of  all  men,  the  friend  of  Grod  alone  V*    His 
sanguinary  proceedings  roused  the  anger  of  the 
Bishop  of  Liege,  who  meditated  all  kinds  of  pro- 
jects for  seizing  on  the  castle  by  surprise,  but  to  no 
effect,  as  the  walls,  besides  being  so  well  fortified 
by  nature,  were  always  carefully   guarded.     At 
length  the  birth  of  an  hdv  to  Idriel  offered  the 
much  desured  opportunity  for  the  accomplishment 
of  the  preUte^s  designs.    The  brigand  despatched 
a  messenger  to  him  to  request  that  he  would  repair 
to  the  castle  to  baptize  the  infant.    The  bishop 
eagerly  accepted  the  invitation,  and  proceeded  to 
the  chateau,  attended  by  a  numerous  retinue,  as  if 
with  the  view  of  giving  to  the  ceremony  the  greatest 
possible  degree  of  pomp  and  pageantry.    His  fol- 
lowers all  wore  coats  of  mail  beneath  then:  clerical 
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dresses,  which  served  also  to  conceal  their  weapons 
of  war.  When  they  were  all  assembled  in  the 
church,  at  a  given  signal,  they  threw  off  their  ex- 
ternal habits,  and  proceeded  to  cut  down  without 
mercy  the  guardians  of  the  castle.  Idriel,  finding 
himself  betrayed,  grapsed  his  child  in  his  arms, 
jmd  taking  with  him  also  his  only  daughter,  he 
precipitated  himself  from  the  waUs,  and  perished, 
together  with  his  children,  on  the  wpoL  In  the 
l^aee  where  the  castle  stood  there  is  now  a  small 
duqpeL 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

Vint  to  Spa.  Caitle  of  FhtndUmont.  Iti  conoeiled  TVeasoret. 
Appeanooe  of  Spa.  Its  Pid>lic  Establishments.  Its  Waters. 
TMr  dangeroiis  EllbcCs.  Ardennes  Ponies.  Countiy  nmnd 
Spa.  Cnrimis CsYO.  TojsofSpa.  Retom to li^ge.  Dqpar* 
tnro  from  lAegb.  Sersng.  Mesws.  Godcerill's  EstaUidimeoti. 
Vineyards.  Banks  of  the  Mease.  Hay.  Its  CitadeL  Joor- 
ney  toNamor.  Bztnordinary  Rocks.  TUr  strange  Configu- 
rations.   AbeaatifnlSolitade.^eirofNamvr. 

We  had  an  exodlent  dinner  at  the  taUe  dlidte 
of  Chaud*f(mtaine,  after  which  we  intended  to  re- 
turn to  Li^e,  but  a  diligence  coming  up  on  its 
way  to  Spa,  we  mounted  it,  and  immediately  drove 
off!  The  road  is  for  a  part  of  the  way  paralld 
with  the  charming  banks  of  the  Vesdre  as  far  as 
Pepinster ;  thenoe  it  turns  off  to  the  right  and  pro- 
ceeds to  Spa.  The  ancient  vilkge  of  Theuse,  in 
the  ndghbourfaood,  is  rendered  peculiarly  interest- 
ing to  all  lovers  of  romance,  as  having  been  fonnerly 
the  capital  of  the  Marquisate  of  Franchimont,  the 
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the  ruins  of  whose  renowned  castle  are  seen  tower- 
ing over  a  pile  of  lofty  rocks.  If  any  credit  be 
due  to  the  legendary  history  of  the  castle,  there 
is  a  vast  treasure  buried  in  its  vaults,  amassed  by 
its  lords  from  time  to  time  by  plundering  the 
adjacent  country.  The  treasure  is  kept  in  an  iron 
chest,  and  guarded  by  a  demon  in  the  garb  of  a 
huntsman,  who  id  constantly  sitting  upon  it  No 
human  hand  can  draw  the  bdts  l^  which  the  lid  of 
this  chest  is  made  fast  until  some  favoured  mortal 
diall  arrive  who  can  repeat  the  very  words  of  the 
spell  which  the  last  lord  pmounced  when  he  com- 
mitted the  treasure  to  the  care  of  the  demon-hunts- 
man. 

Spa  is  also  within  the  ancient  Marquisate  of 
Franchimont,  and  was  a  miserable  little  village 
until  its  mineral  springs  were  discovered  in  the 
fourteenth  century.  It  is  now  a  very  handsome 
though  irregularly  built  town  situated  in  a  beautiful 
valley  of  the  Ardennes  mountains.  Its  general 
appearance  is  cheerful,  and  a  visitor  would  at  once 
say  that  it  seems  the  very  abode  of  health.  It  was 
for  centuries  the  most  frequented  watering-place  in 
XSurope,  and  is  celebrated  as  the  spot  where  monarchs 
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often  asBembled  in  Congress  to  discuss  and  arrange 
their  affairs.  We  found  it  almost  wholly  desertedy 
thoughinthe  beigiit  of  the  season. 

The  establidiments  constructed  for  the  accommo- 
dation and  amusement  of  the  visitors  are  all  upon 
a  very  splendid  scale.  The  principal  are  the  Re- 
dottte,  and  a  very  handsome  colomiade  erected  at 
the  expense  of  Peter  the  Grreat,  as  a  memorial  of 
his  gratitude  fi>r  the  benefit  which  he  received  from 
the  watersof  the  qpring  that  rises  is  the  very  centre 
of  the  town.  The  Redoute  is  a  very  extendve 
building,  containing  i^in  its  comfiass  a  ball* 
nxHn,  rocxns  for  gambling,  a  caf^^,  and  a  theatre. 
The  colonnade  includes  a  large  pump-room,  where 
those  who  are  able  to  take  exercise  may  walk  when 
the  weathw  is  unfavooraUe.    ' 

The  waters  of  Spa  are  carried  in  well-sealed 
bottles  to  all  parts  of  Europe.  They  are  con- 
sidered as  particularly  useful  in  cases  of  bilious  and 
nervous  disorders.  They  are  strongly  impr^nated 
vrith  iron—- more  so,  the  chemists  say,  than  any 
other  mineral  spring  which  has  been  yet  discovered* 
They  are,  moreover,  so  replete  with  carbonic  acid 
gas,  that  they  require  to  be  uaed  at  first  with  very 
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great  caution,  as  they  have  been  known  in  some 
instancea  to  fly  to  the  bead  and  to  produce  dan- 
gerous effects.  A  friend  of  mine  told  me  that  his 
memory  was  so  much  affected  by  the  first  glass  of 
the  qpringy  which  he  drank  early  in  the  morning, 
that  he  foigot  to  eat  his  breakfast ! 

The  fiody  wooded  heights  which  overhang  the 
town,  present  on  all  sides  prospects  of  the  most 
varied,  and  interesting  description.  Desirous  of 
becoming  more  nearly  acquainted  with  them,  we 
bired  a  pair  of  the  capital  Ardennes  ponies,  which 
abound  in  Spa,  and  set  off  at  full  gallop.  I  placed 
the  Inridle  upon  my  steed's  head,  and  desired  him 
to  take  me  wherever  he  liked.  He,  I  suppose, 
knowing  what  he  ought  to  do  upon  the  occasion, 
conducted  me  at  once  up  the  nearest  hill,  along  the 
bed  of  a  winter  torrent ;  then  descending  by  a 
bridle-road,  he  trotted  on  until  we  found  ourselves 
upon  a  splendid  Mac-Adamised  road,  whence  I  had 
ji  vast  view»  limited  only  by  the  horizon,  over  fine 
plains  and  slightly  imdukting  grounds,  towards 
the  Prusnan  boundary.  The  morning  was  mild 
and  balmy,  and  I  came  easily  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  invalid  who  cannot  recover  his  health  in 
q2 
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Spa  and  its  enyirons,  may  as  well  make  up  his 
mind  at  once  for  a  journey  towards  that  bourne 
whence  there  is  no  return. 

I  was  anxious  to  pay  a  visit  to  Adseaux,  where, 
I  was  informed,  a  river  precipitated  itself  into  a 
natural  grotto,  taking  its  course  subsequently 
through  a  subterraneous  channel  of  several  miles  in 
extent,  to  the  cave  of  Remouchamps,  which  it 
traverses.  Although  I  made  all  due  inquicy  as  to 
the  locality  of  Adseaux,  I  missed  my  way.  Some 
few  years  ago  a  discovery  of  a  new  cavern  was 
made  by  an  Englishman,  the  entry  to  which  is 
through  the  floor  of  the  cave  of  Remouchamps, 
which  had  long  been  well  known.  It  is  much  more 
extensive  than  the  latter,  and  is  filled  with  stalac- 
tites. The  rock  in  which  these  caverns  are  situ- 
ated is  composed  of  limestone,  alternating  with 
clay  slate.  Near  Spa  may  be  seen  the  ruins  of  the 
castle  once  occupied  by  William  de  la  Marck,  the 
celebrated  "  Boar  of  Ardennes.''  The  shop  win- 
dows of  the  town  display,  in  abundance,  specimens 
of  the  wooden  toys  for  which  Spa  is  famous. 
They  are  after  the  fashion  of  our  Tonbridge  ware, 
but  rather  more  elegantly  painted.    The  wood  of 
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which  they  are  numufiictured  is  steeped  in  the 
mineral  spings  before  it  is  used^  and  when  taken 
out,  is  curiously  stained  by  the  iron  ingredient  of 
the  waters.  Unfortunatdy  for  the  many  poor  ar- 
tisans who  have  been  brought  up  to  this  species  of 
employment,  the  rush  of  the  fashionable  crowds  of 
hypochondriacs  has  been  for  some  time  towards  the 
wells  of  Nassau  and  Bayaria,  although  the  doctors 
assure  us  that  there  is  hardly  any  malady  affecting 
the  digestive  or  nervous  system  which  may  not  be 
relieved,  if  not  even  effectually  cured,  by  the  inter- 
nal or  external  application  of  one  or  other  of  the 
fountains  in  Spa  and  its  environs.  If  one  glass  be 
sufficiently  potent  to  make  a  man  forget  his  break- 
fiEist,  and  five  be  certain  to  make  him  quite  drunk, 
I  confess  I  should  like  to  have  seen  the  Great  Peter 
after  his  morning  dose  of  no  fewer  than  twenty-one 
glasses  of  this  formidable  beverage ! 

Leaving  behind  us  the  numat>us  empty,  and  by 
no  means  economical  hotels  of  this  place,  the  at- 
tractions of  its  Ardennes  mutton,  which  almost 
tempted  us  to  prolong  our  visit,  and  the  pretty 
scene  of  the  loves  of  Lubin  and  Annette,  celebrated 
by  Marmontd,  we  returned  to  Liege,  where  we 
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were  onoe  more  immerged  in  all  the  horrors  of  that 
dismal  atmosphere  ~-the  more  dismal  to  us  afte? 
having  eii}oyed  the  pure  skies  of  SfMi  and  Chand- 
fontaine.  We  therefore  set  out  (llth  July)  as 
early  as  we  could  upon  our  journey  southward, 
quitting  Liege  by  the  raagmficent  quay  of  the 
Meuse,  under  a  dduge  diat  had  been  pouring 
down  all  the  m<Mmng.  By  the  time  we  readied 
Seraing,  however,  the  heavy  clouds  b^an  to  dis- 
sipate, and  to  reveal  some  azure  fidds  in  Ae  hea» 
Tens,  whidi  promised  more  agreeable  weather. 

Columns  of  fire  rising  in  the  air  out  of  numenms 
diimneys,  indicated  our  approadbi  to  the  cdetxatied 
manufacturing  estabiishments  of  the  Messrs.  Cock- 
crill,  jusdy  styled,  when  they  were  in  the  height  of 
their  prosperity,  one  of  the  wonders  of  Be%ium. 
The  principal  edifice  visible  fixim  the  road,  was 
formerly  the  palace  of  the  Prince  fiish(^  of  Liege» 
It  subsequently  became  the  property  of  die  crown, 
and  was  purchased  by  the  late  Mr.  Cockeriil,  wlio 
had  previously  erected  in  Li^  several  founderies 
ibr  the  fabrication  of  machinery.  Upon  its  being 
discovered  that  coal  and  iron  ore  were  to  be  ob- 
tained in  the  iaunediate  neighbourhood  of  each 
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Other,  withm  die  precincts  of  the  land  adjacent  to 
the  palace,  he  endosed  the  Whole  within  a  high 
wall,  beneath  which  flows  the  Mease.  Thufe,  within 
the  limits  of  one  establishment,  were  produced  omI, 
iron,  steam-engines,  and  all  kinds  of  Iron  machinerjr, 
fer  which  the  proprietors  received  orders.  In  con- 
sequence, however,  of  the  vidsidtudes  in  trade 
winch  had  occurred  in  Bel^mn,  aoon  after  its 
separation  from  Hollknd,  and  particularly  since 
the  ocMitracts  for  the  raiboads  hare  been  nearly  all 
executed,  the  works  at  Sendng  haire  been  con- 
ducted latdy  tqxm  h  limited  scale.  They  are  said 
to  have,  at  one  time,  given  employment  constantly 
to  upwards  of  two  thousand  men. 

Seraing  ooniosts  of  a  singk  street,  of  nearly  a 
mile  in  length,  and  occupies  a  valley,  over  which 
tower  <»  each  side  lofty  cliffs,  crowned  with  villas 
and  convents*  The  human  ^  face  divine  ^  does  not, 
certainly,  shew  itsdf  to  much  advanti^  in 'these 
districts;  but,  by  way  of  compensation,  it  was 
pleasant  to  observe  that  the  iehabitants  in  gene- 
ral,* male  and  female,  -were  comfortably  clothed. 
The  wind;  ivhitk  had  been  blowiag  coldly  all  the 
morning,  ceased  at  noon,  when   the  sun  broke 
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through  the  douds,  and  bestowed  a  cheerful  aspect 
to  the  banks  of  the  Meuse^  near  which  we  still 
pursued  our  course.  Vineyards  began  already  to 
make  their  appearance,  interspersed  with  neat 
cottages,  and  occasionally  with  immense  formations 
of  limestone  in  an  inclined  direction,  and  huge 
walls  of  brown  stone,  which  give  a  wild  and 
peculiar  character  to  the  scenery.  Plantations  of 
hops  were  now  and  then  Uf  be  observed  amongst 
the  vineyards,  and  also  gardens  for  the  production 
of  vegetables  wherever  strips  of  cultivable  soil  were 
to  be  found  between  the  enormous  difb. 

Nearer  to  the  river,  on  either  side,  there  are 
tracts  of  alluvial  soil,  every  part  of  which  was 
turned  to  advantage,  the  whole  teeming  with  wheat, 
oats,  barley,  and  what  is  here  called  saigle^that 
is,  here, — chiefly  used,  when  mixed  with  a  small 
proportion  of  wheaten  flour,  for  bread.  Lucerne, 
clover,  and  poppies  were  also  abundant  on  the 
margin  of  the  river,  and  occasionally  oonnderable 
fields  of  pasturage. 

The  approach  to  Huy  is  striking.  Towering 
high  above  the  town  is  its  magnificent  citadel,  not 
long  before  the  Belgian  revolution  repaired,  and 
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greatly  extended  upon  the  most  approved  plans, 
by  English  engineers,  under  the  direction  of  Colo- 
iiel  Blanahard,  and  at  the  expense  of  the  King  of 
Holland.  It  is  seated  upon  a  lofty  and  precipitous 
rock,  and  completely  commands  the  passage  of  the 
Meuse,  by  which  this  old  town,  wearing  the  aspect 
of  a  former  age,  but  still  hardy  and  yigorous  in  its 
condition,  is  divided.  Beneath  the  citadel  we 
bdield  the  cathedral,  and  in  every  part  of  the 
town  the  steeples  and  spires  of  many  churches. 
All  round  were  very  curious-looking  rocks,  like 
the  fragments  of  ruined  castles. 

We  stopped  at  the  Hdtel  de  la  Poste— beds  not 
bad — dinner  indififerent — wines  not  drinkable. 
According  to  my  habit,  I  repaired  to  the  bridge, 
to  fix  in  my  memory  some  general  idea  of  the  town. 
To  the  south,  the  fortress,  the  cathedral — beyond 
the  fortress,  a  bold  ridge  of  rocks  running  to  a 
considerable  distance  parallel  with  the  river,  and  in 
some  parts  wdl  wooded — ^beneath  it  some  of  the 
streets  of  the  town.  To  the  north,  a  long  street  of 
rather  mean-looking  houses  near  the  bank  of  the 
Meuse — ^which  rolled  beneath  me,  turbulent  and 
yellow  from  the  recent  rains.     The  whole  aspect  of 
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the  place  was  dieerkss,  owing  peiliaps,  in  a  great 
measure,  to  the  state  cfihe  weather,  i^ich,  thou^ 
stinoy  and  warm  in  the  early  part  of  the  after- 
Aoon,  became  exceedingly  cdid  and  cloudy  in  ihe 
evening. 

I  ascended  the  ftntress  by  an  easy  win£i^  road, 
whidi  temiiiiates  at  the  gate.  Thence  I  prtxseeded 
by  flights  of  stairs,  and  rambled  at  discretion  over 
every  part  of  the  pile,  without  meeting  a  angle 
human  being.  The  vaults  are  diiefly  excavated 
out  of  the  solid  lock,  and  the  thick  masave  wiAs 
would  seem  capable  of  offering  great  resiatanee  to 
a  host  of  assailants.  But  strong  as  the  whole  bul- 
wark may  be,  I  fancy  it  could  not  long  hold  out 
against  the  diells  and  bombs  and  powerful  artillerj 
of  the  present  day.  Moreover  it  is  commanded  by 
the  neigfabouiing  heights.  In  one  of  the  suburbs 
may  be  traced  the  ruins  of  an  abbey  founded  by 
Peter  the  Hermit,  the  preacher  of  the  first  Crusade. 
His  remains  weie  interred  in  the  abbey. 

We  left  Hoy  by  diligence  at  five  o^dodc  in  the 
morning  (12th  July)  for  Namur,  having  the  Meoae, 
which  had  been  hitherto  to  our  left,  now  on  our 
right.     We  passed  by  seveidi  £sui»ries,    one  of 
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which  was  a  paper-mill,  establitlied  by  the  late 
Mr.  CodceriD.  The  weather  was  still  Temtakthlj 
ooid.  The  river,  though  oorigable,  exhibited  no 
agii  of  Gommeroe.  We  had  scarcelj  adTanoed 
three  leagues  from  Hajwhen  out*  attention  waa 
drawn  to  the  extraordsnarf  features  of  the  lime^ 
stone  rocks  which  presented  themselves  for  a  oon- 
aderaUe  distance  along  the  opposite  side  of  the 
liver.  Some  of  these  started  up  to  a  great  height^ 
isolated,  and  of  slender  shape,  Ixarir^  a  dose  re* 
semblance  to  so  manj  towers  bdon^ng  to  fortifr- 
cations,  which  it  searcdj  required  anj  force  of 
imagination  to  trace  in  the  masses  of  rock  from 
which  they  stood  out.  Some  of  these  tower-like 
colunms  were  dustered  dose  together,  as  if 'for  the 
purpose  of  strengthening  each  odier. 

As  we  advanced,  a  still  more  interesting  succes- 
sion of  these  sports  of  nature  became  visible  on  our 
left,  the  great  designer  passing  fiom  one  side  dTthe 
liver  to  the  other,  apparendy  wlnle  in  some  of  her 
most  firndfiil  mod  capricioiis  moods  of  creation* 
The  objects  shaped  out  in  a  thousand  varyii^ 
forms,  were  upon  a  more  g^antic  scale,  hoary  widi 
age,  indeMed  by  many  a  winter's  vident  rain,  and 
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exhibiting  frequently  horizontal  strata  of  black 
marble,  which  added  not  a  little  to  the  peculiarity 
of  their  appearance,  especially  where  the  formations 
stretched  inwards  like  perpendicular  walls,  as  if  to 
guard  some  once  proud,  but  now  ruined,  capital  of 
the  elder  days.  These  mural  precipices,  sublime 
in. their  effect,  from  their  great  height,  vast  extent, 
and  solid  construction,  were  crowned  occasionally 
with  round  castles,  the  work  also  of  nature,  follow- 
ing up  the  idea  of  fortifying  the  whole  of  that  line, 
and  commanding  the  passage  of  the  noble  river  be- 
low. High  above  the  most  elevated  of  these  towers, 
a  falcon  was  observed  soaring  on  his  expanded 
wings,  engaged  in  pursuit  of  quarry,  which  seened 
destined  soon  to  become  his  prey.  It  was  a  meet 
accessory  to  the  picture  we  had  been  contemplating 
with  such  profound  interest. 

As  if  to  diversify  the  prospect,  a  deep  ravine 
suddenly  presented  itself  to  the  view,  in  which, 
amidst  rich  foliage,  were  embosomed  a  charming 
villa,  two  or  three  neat  white  cottages,  and  a  small 
church  with  its  tapering  spire.  The  smoke  curling 
from  the  chimney-tops  of  the  mansion  and  the 
cottages,  shewed  that  they  were  not  unoccupied. 
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One  could  not  avoid  assodating  ideas  of  happiness 
with  that  scene  of  beautiful  solitude. 

Further  on,  those  fine  rocky  walls  were  still  con- 
tinued, but  the  inost  imposing  effect  having  been 
apparently  yielded  to  those  already  passed,  those 
which  now*  came  within  sight  were  vefled  within  a 
long  line  of  poplar  trees.  By  degrees  the  sublime 
descended  to  gracefulness;  variety  of  form  still 
kept  up  the  charm  of  a  picture  perpetually  chang- 
ing, as  if  imder  the  influence  of  some  scene^shifter 
possessing  magic  power  over  the  whole  of  this  re- 
markable territory,  and  shewing  occasionally  the 
most  skilful  contrasts  between  ranges  of  barren 
rock  and  gentle  declivities  clothed  in  rich  green 
herbage,  unfil  at  length  this  procession  of  unrivalled 
grandeur  and  loveliness,  having  reached  its  ter- 
mination, it  was  succeeded  by  a  style  of  scenery 
altogether  rustic  in  its  character,  until  at  length 
the  fortresses,  steeples,  and  ample  domes  of  Namur, 
came  within  our  horizon,  glistening  under  the  va- 
rying lights  of  the  noon-day  sun,  and  reminding 
me  forcibly  of  my  first  view  of  Constantinople. 
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CHAPTEB  XVIL 

Kamur.  CSiarch  of  St.  Loap.  Jesoit  College.  Jonmey  to  Dinant. 
First  Tiew  of  Dinant.  Origin  of  its  Nome.  Hie  Care  of  TVoa  de 
H«M.  Boedto^Csve.  Tte Rojr«l Hmtiiv Lodge.  Frettj 
Soeaery.  Foreit  of  Ardennes.  Its  abundant  Game.  Open 
Country.  Its  Hungarian  Appearance.  Our  Voitnrier.  The 
Village  of  Hani.    M.Lefem.    Diaoorery  o(F  the  Care. 

NAMUEis  seated  near  the  junction  of  die  Sambie 
«nd  the  Meuse^  a  position  wfaicb>  combined  with 
the  neighhouring  heights,  their  richly  cultivated 
declivities,  gardeps,  masses  of  fine  foliage,  villas, 
vineyards,  and  scattered  hamlets,  the  two  magnifi- 
cent rivers,  one  of  which  comes  as  a  tributary  Grom 
France,  renders  it  singularly  picturesque.  It  has 
nearly  twenty  thousand  inhabitants,  who  find  am- 
ple employment  in  the  quarries  of  valuable  marble, 
and  the  coal  and  iron  mines  in  its  neighbourhood, 
and  in  the  manufacture  of  brass  ware  and  cutlery. 
It  is  called  the  ''  Belgian  Sheffield.''    It  has  been 
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the  scene  o£  much  strife  in  its  time,  and  especially 
during  the  war  between  the  EngUah  and  Fxench, 
during  the  rdgn  of  William  III.  Sterne  would 
have  us  believe  that  unck  Toby  was  present  at  the 
recapture  of  this  dtj  by  the  English  in  1696^  after 
a  si^  of  tea  weeks,  and  that  his  much  boasted 
wound  was  lecdved  on  the  point  of  the  <<  advanced 
counterscarp,  before  the  gate  of  StNidiolas; 
which  enclosed  the  great  sluice  in  one  of  the  toisefl^ 
from  the  returning  angle  of  the  demibastion  of  St 
Boche'*— a  descriptkn  sufBdentiy  minute,  but 
wh]ch»  I  fear^  would  pioveof  little  assistance  to  any 
nnlitary  traveUer,  who  would  endeavour  to  find  out 
the  said  counterscarp,  sluice,  or  dcmi*bastion,  at  the 
present  day.  The  history  of  the  siege  was  written 
by  Radne^  and  fixrms  tibe  sul^ect  of  one  of  the  odes 
of  Boileau* 

The  cathedral  is  of  compantively  recent  oon^ 
structiooy  having  been  finished  as  late  as  1767.  It 
is  dedicated  in  honour  <^  St.  Aubin,  whose  relics  it 
contains,  is  constructed  in  the  Corinthian  order, 
surmounted  by  a  beautiful  dorne^  and  may  be  con- 
sidered as  one  of  the  handsomest  modem  churches  in 
Belgium.   The  most  interesting  ecclesiastical  edifice 
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in  Namur  is,  however,  that  of  Stl  Loup,  which  was 
erected  in  the  year  164S.  The  vaulted  roof  is  com- 
posed of  solid  white  stone,  most  elaboratelj  chased 
in  the  Arabesque  style,  all  executed  by  the  hand  of 
a  single  artist,  a  Jesuit,  under  whose  superinten- 
dence the  temple  was  raised  from  its  foundation. 
The  roof  is  sustained  by  twelve  rustic  colunms  of 
highly  polished  porphyry  and  red  jasper,  with 
Ionian  capitals ;  and  the  floor  is  of  variegated  mar- 
bles, the  produce  of  the  neighbouring  quarries. 
The  confessionals  are  also  of  marUe,  richly  carved; 
and  the  sides  of  the  high  altar  present  a  variety  of 
the  same  material,  whidr,  in  every  part  of  die 
church,  is  also  gilt  to  an  extent  that  rather  palls 
upon  the  eye. 

The  Jesuits,  to  whom  this  church  bdongs,  have 
established  a  college  also  in  Namur,  under  the  tu- 
telage of  ^  Notre  Dame  de  la  Paix.**  It  is  under- 
stood to  be  exceedingly  well  conducted,  and  upon 
very  economical  terms.  The  scape  of  its  studies 
embraces,  courses  in  grammar,  literature,  ancient 
and  modem,  rhetoric,  mathematics,  phfloaophy, 
zoology,  botany,  chemistry,  algebra,  and  practical 
geometry.    Public  examinations  are  held  in  the 
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month  of  August  There  are  some  English  pupils 
in  this  establishment,  but  the  great  majority  of  the 
students  are  Belgian. 

From  Namur  to  Dinant^we  still  pursued  the 
charmmg  valley  of  the  Meuse.  The  scenery,  for 
some  time  after  quitting  the  former  dty,  was  in- 
deed of  a  less  striking  character  than  that  which  we 
bad  witnessed  on  our  approach  to  it ;  but  as  we 
advanced  on  our  course,  the  river  presented  a  wider 
expanse,  rolling  more  rapidly  and  with  a  grander 
effect,  between  bold  and  lofty  declivities,  sometimes 
densely  wooded,  sometimes  utterly  barren  of  vege- 
tation and  blanched  by  age. 

The  first  view  of  Dinant  ccmstitutes  a  very 
peculiar  and  imposing  picture.  Immediately  above 
the  town  rises,  in  a  l»oken  pyramidal  form,  to  a 
great  height,  an  accumulation  of  limestone  cliffs, 
crowned  by  one  of  those  costly  fortresses  which  were 
arranged  to  be  erected  under  the  terms  of  the  treaty 
of  1816.  The  cathedral,  with  its  lofty  and  singular 
tower,  partaking  somewhat  of  the  shape  of  a 
Chinese  pagoda,  occupies  a  commanding  position, 
and  the  principal  street  runs  along  the  bank  of  the 
river,  which  here  opens  out  still  more  widely  than 
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befoie.  The  city  is  a  rery  andent  one,  and  is 
odd  to  have  taken  its  name  fiom  Diana,  who  is 
supposed  to  have  had  a  temple  here  dedicated  to 
her  wordiip;  it  has  fignied  a  good  deal  in  the 
"Wars  between  Louis  XI.  and  the  Duke  ct  Bur- 
gvrndy.  The  populaticm,  at  the  present  day,  does 
not  much  exceed  five  thonmid  souls. 

I  have  already  stated  that  in  most  of  the  moun* 
tains  in  this  district  of  Belgium,  nunerous  and 
very  curious  caverns  have  been  discovered  from 
time  to  time.  Having  been  informed  by  oar 
esteemed  friend,  the  Bev.  Thomas  TyrwUtt  (vicsr 
of  Whitterbome  church,  near  Bknd&cd,  Dorset- 
shire),  whose  name  I  ba;^  already  mentioned,  and 
whom  we  had  again  the  good  fortune  to  meet  at 
Dmant,  that  Aft  cave  i^Miat  fifteen  miles  distant 
from  this  place,  called  the  ^Tiou  de  Hans,"  was 
well  worth  examination,  and  that  he  and  his 
amiable  lady  had  just  retunied  from  visitii^  it,  we 
engaged  a  voiture  to  proceed  thither  forthwidi. 

Quitting  Dinant  by  the  load  windi  kada  be* 
tween  a  steep  dedivity  and  a  xeniarkably  tall 
isokted  mass  of  rock,  to  whidi  the  people  here  have 
g^ven  the  well-known  chivalmus  name  of  Bayard, 
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we  soon  gamed  the  open  oountrj.  The  meniing 
was  bright  and  genial;  butterflies  weie  chasii^ 
each  other  along  the  fields  and  hedges,  and  we  met 
several  peasant  girls  wending  their  way  to  the 
flurket  with  baskets  of  flowers.  It  was  not  long 
beflive  we  entered  upon  a  tract  of  forest^  a  part  of 
idiich  Sang  Leopold  has  purchased  for  his  huntii^ 
expedkioBs..  He  lua  constmcted  ttpcm  a  veiy  pic- 
turesque eminenee  a  hunting-lodge,  wfaidi,  without 
any  pretenrioiis  to  show,  bears  about  it  every  sign 
of  oonyeBienee  and  oorafiirt.  The  cottage  is  on 
the  right  of  the  road ;  the  ibrest  is  on  the  left, 
and  pvesents  hcve  and  there  openings  in  which 
faricHe-roads  have  been  .formed^  for  the  acoom- 
nodatiaii  of  the  royal  sportsman  and  his  com- 
patmoBs.  We  passed  also  in  the  way  by  two  or 
tluee  other  haadsoaae  yfllas,  one  of  which  belongs 
to  the  Duchem  of  Beaufort 

A  pretty  little  scene  presented  itself  to  our  view 
.«a  we  drove  along.  In  a  smiling  Talley  on  our 
•lefk  tibe  watcfs  of  a  brook  were  dammed  up  until 
Acj  Conned  a  suiBcisBt  pcfwev  to  torn  a  mill  beneadi 
them.  The  mill  seemed  fuU  of  basmeas^  and  in 
ita  neigfaboorhood  were  a  few  rustic  cottages^  which 
r3 
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seemed  quite  away  from  all  the  cares  of  the  world. 
A  little  farther  on  we  came  upon  a  deep  ravine, 
the  sides  of  which  were  well  wooded  with  ash,  oak, 
birch,  and  beech;  a  torrent  tumbling  down  the 
rocks  fell  into  tlie  bottom  of  the  ravine,  producing 
a  pleasing  murmur,  and  along  the  margin  of  the 
stream  which  supplied  the  waters  of  the  torrent 
there  was  a  path,  which  is  said  to  be  a  favourite 
haunt  of  Leopold  when  hevisits  this  part  of  his  happy 
kingdom.  His  majesty  has  also  a  farm  on  the  left 
of  the  road,  in  the  cultivation  of  which  he  is  said  to 
feel  a  lively  country-gentleman-like  sort  of  interest. 
The  day  continued  delightful ;  a  refreshing 
breeze  was  in  the  air,  repaying  us  by  its  balmy 
healthy  odours  for  all  the  late  cold  and  rainy 
weather  which  we  had  experienced.  Com-fidds 
and  copses  served  to  give  variety  to  our  route, 
until  descending  towards  a  small  stream,  our  voi- 
turier  informed  us  that  it  was  the  Lesse,  which 
passes  through  the  cavern  we  were  about  to  visit. 
The  forest  of  Ardennes  here  assumes  a  most  mag- 
nificent character,  extending  to  an  apparently 
boundless  extent  on  our  right.  We  caught  at 
some  distance  a  glimpse  of  a  white  house,  which 
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indicated  the  village  of  Hana.  Could  we  have 
gone  thither  as  the  crow  flies,  we  might  apparently 
have  reached  it  in  less  than  half  an  hour ;  but  the 
road  takes  a  very  circuitous  course,  leading  us, 
Iiowever,  through  a  tract  of  country  by  no  means 
destitute  of  romantic  features. 

In  this  neighbourhood  the  Count  de  Kirk,  for- 
merly  an  oflBcer  in  the.  guards  of  Niqpoleon, 
possesses  an  ext^isive  property.  The  rood  now 
passes  partly  through  the  forest,  through  which 
the  hunting-paths  presented  us  occasionally  with 
some  charming  vistas.  The  fateat  is  said  to  abound 
with  foxes,  hares,  rabbits,  wild  boars,  and  several 
other  kinds  of  game  We  were  cheered  by  the 
notes  of  the  thrush,  the  blackbird,  and  the 
nightingale,  and  by  ^the  sports  af^he  beautiful 
squirrel,  who  gamboled  merrily  from  tree  to  pee. 
Emerging  from  the  forest,  we  passed  through  a 
wild  and  heathy  country,  until  we  reached  a 
turn  <m  the  left,  where  we  quitted  the  capital  road 
which  we  had  hitherto  traversed,  exchanging  it  for 
a  rough  cart-way,  that  threatened  to  upset  our 
vehicle  every  m<xnent. 

The  scene  through  which  we  were  now  passing 
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RfniBded  me  a  good  deal  of  my  rides  over  the 
(bins  of  Httogary.  GfoupB  of  dieep,  with  their 
flhephods  and  shcpherdleneB,  were  aseenUed  wher- 
ever a  graen  ossis  supplied  a  scanty  herbage.  We 
had  a  iratt  opea  horizon,  and  apon  aeoending  an 
eminence  of  conddeiaUe  height,  our  voitorier 
stopped  awhile  to  rest  hw  bosses  and  to  enaUe 
us  to  take  a  view  of  tiie  country  bcsirath,  whidi 
was  indeed  wdl  worthy  of  all  the  praise  he  ga^ 
it,  induding  a  great  part  <^  thelbrestof  ArdeiiBes, 
lying  behind  us,  and  a  boundless  sweep  of  undo- 
lating  territory  in  the  distance,  pennitting  us  to 
catch,  far  beyond  all,  glimpses  of  mountains  so 
ranch  die  ccdour  of  the  azure  sky,  that  they  were 
ftearcdy  discernible  from  it.  We  drank  in  with 
zenewed  delij^the  healthy  breezes  which  visited 
these  rarely-trodden  wilds. 

Kemounting  our  carriage,  we  jMxxreeded  towards 
oiir  destination,  observing  how  carefully  any  little 
spot  which  was  at  all  capable  <^  cultivation  was 
tamed  to  the  greatest  possible  advantage.  We 
had  already  become  great  friends  with  our  voitu- 
rier,  whose  name  was  Antoine  Baugn^,  and  who 
shewed  a  great  deal  more  of  intelligence  and,  I 
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inay  add,  of  fleniimeBt»  thaa  one  generaily  meets  ia 
ponBons  of  his  vocation.  He  was  wdl  acquainted 
with  the  iaad«  and  never  fidled  to  call  oyr  attendoii 
to  any  object  which  be  thought  might  interest  lis. 
Sedng  my  Bote-book  and  pencil  constantly  in  my 
liand,  he  suimised  that  I  was  preparing  to  give  an 
account  of  my  travels.  He  was  much  pleased 
when  I  asked  him  to  give  me  his  name,  and  added 
that  I  should  veoommcnd  him  to  my  countrymen 
who  might  be  disposed  to  visit  the  cavern  of  Hans- 
(m-Lesse. 

Descending  through  an  agreeable  vallejr,  whose 
declivities  on  either  side  wore  wdl  stocked  with 
sheep,  we  passed  by  the  village  of  Epraffe,  and 
Aen  cttne  within  s^ht  of  the  hill,  not  .quite  lofty 
enough  to  be  called  a  mountain,  within  whose 
bosom  was  situated  the  object  of  our  journey. 
The  hill  is  thickly  wooded,  and  the  cavern  opens 
a  way  through  it  from  one  side  to  the  other,  thus 
affording  a  passage  to  the  Lesse,  which  had  already 
begun  to  assume  the  appearance  of  a  considerable 
liver.  Arriving  near  an  old  wooden  bridge,  which 
passes  over  it,  but  is  wide  enough  only  for  pedes- 
trians, Antoine  was  obliged  to  drive  through  the 
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current,  which  was  somewhat  deeper  than  usual, 
on  account  of  the  recent  rains.  We  walked  across 
the  bridge,  and  followed  our  Tehide  to  the  village 
oi  Hans,  which  was  close  by. 

Hans  has  much  the  appearance  of  a  Spanish 
village ;  its  church  and  spire  gave  an  air  to  the 
picture,  which,  seoi  from  a  distance^  would  have 
tempted  a  traveller  to  visit  it,  expecting  that  he 
might  find  here  a  neat  and  pleasant  resting-place 
from  the  heat  of  the  day;  but  true  to  the  simili- 
tude I  have  stated,  Hans  presents  every  token  (^ 
wretehedness:    ruined  cabins,  broken  windows,  a 
scarody   passable  road,    groups   of  little  naked 
urchins  staring  at  the  new  comers,  as  if  they  had 
never  seen  a  deoently-dad  person  before,  and  nu** 
merous  dunghiUs  tainting  the  air.    The  cabaret 
of  the  place  is  kept  by  the  guide,  John  Joseph  Le- 
fevre,  who,  in  company  with  a  labouring  peasant 
named  Fran9oi8  Mar^,  first  accidentally  discovered 
the  cavern  so  far  back  as  the  year  1814 ;  but  it  at'* 
tracted  no  attention  until  within  these  last  few  years, 
when  a  short  notice  of  it  having  appeared  in  a 
scientific  journal,  some  geologists  were  induced  to 
explore  it.    Very  few  tourists,  however,  have  taken 
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the  tiouble  to  go  out  of  the  usual  tracks  to  ex- 
amine thb  great  natural  curiosity.  The  names  of 
the  visitors  which  we  found  in  the  guide's  book 
were  those  chiefly  of  Grermans,  few  French,  and 
still  fewer  English.  Lefevre  must  have  been  very 
young  when  he  first  attempted  to  make  his  way 
through  the  cavern,  for  when  we  saw  him  he  said 
he  was  only  thhrty-eight  years  old.  His  wife,  to 
wl^om  he  had  been  married  seven  years,  confesses 
only  to  the  age  of  twenty-six.  They  have  chil- 
dren, of  whom  two  were  twins,  then  in  their 
cnuUe— £ne  little  rcdl-about  infimts,  who  were 
playing  with  each  other's  fingers.  Marfe  is  rather 
an  elderly  man. 
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CHAPTER  XVIIL 

Gabaitt of H»i.  ttt Fadour  OrnamoitB*  Lodge  nctrtbeCaTa. 
Entnnoe  to  the  CaTe.  Romantic  Lake.  Wonderftil  Echoes 
Straw  Torelies.  Picture  of  Cbaron  and  Ui  Barib  KangaCica 
oltlieLdke.  Stdactta*  BeakaofBUk  Cwtem Di^mr. 
Morning  Star.  Eiflh-Maiket.  The  Hall  of  Debarkation.  Bov- 
doir  of  Prooerpbe.  Her  Wardrobe.  29niioaHiea  of  the  Cafonu 
ItBYaat  extent.  CUb  of  Heradaik  Gmtto  of  Mo^  Blaa^ 
Oatnch  BaathflK  CdLoanl  Done.  Perikms  Retem.  Remaiks 
on  the  Casern.    Ladiea  adYiaed  not  to  enter  it. 

My  Spanish  remonbrances  were  not  dissipated 
upon  entering  the  cabaret,  in  the  kitchen  of  which 
was  one  of  those  large  chimney  spaces  so  charac- 
teristic of  the  Posada,  with  its  blazing  wood  fire; 
an  old  man  of  fourscore  was  in  the  snug  comer  on 
one  side  rocking  the  cradle,  and  the  housewife  was 
active  in  preparing  various  savoury  stews,  whose 
odour  was  by  no  means  disagreeable  to  us  after  our 
morning's  ride.  We  had  armed  ourselves  with 
some  cold  ham  and  chicken  and  a  bottle  of  cham- 
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pSsgne ;-  but  we  bad  no  objeetioB  to  preface  our 
repast  bj^  a  warm  potage,  wbich  Madame  plaeed 
Jmrnediaitdj  bcfioie  us  on  an  old  oak  table,  spread 
with  a  damask  clotb  as  wbite  as  aoow^  and  in  a 
parlour  infimtdj  neater  than  any  thing  of  the 
kind  we  had  expected  to  behold  in  Hans. 

Upon  the  walls  of  our  refectory  was  suq)ended 
a  series  of  coloured  prints  representing  the  yarious 
sports  of  the  nesghbouiing  forest  of  Ardennes — the 
shooting  of  partridges,  and  the  hunting  of  the 
wild  boar,  die  stag,  and  the  fox.  Bellew  (who  isa 
keen  sportsman)  laughed  at  the  idea  of  the  hunt^ 
man,  as  he  is  here  represented,  taking  up  the  ruUf- 
down  fox  by  a  handkerchief  tied  round  his  neck, 
instead  of  by  the  tail,  which  is  the  only  artist-like 
mode  for  exhibiting  Reynard  to  the  foUowers  of  the 
bounds.  The  wooden  floor  of  the  parlour  was 
neatly  sanded.  Earthen  yases  filled  with  fresh 
flowers  were  arranged  on  the  chimney-piece;  on 
one  side  was  a  solid  oak  press ;  a  tall  dock  of  the 
former  thne  of  chroncxneters  reminded  us  of  die 
warning  minutes  by  the  constant  tick  of  its  peiK 
dulum,  and  we  were  enaUed  to  admire  oursdyes  in 
a  mirror  hung  in  a  slanting  position  from  the  wall. 
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ih  the  good  old  fitfhion  of  our  grandmotherB.  Our 
chairs  were  of  oak,  and  not  quite  ao  easily  moved 
as  the  japanned  toys,  upon  whose  cane  seats  I  have 
heea  sometinies  terrified  to  see  a  fat  lady  attempt- 
ing to  play  teviiy  (I  mean  the  word  in  its  literal, 
not  its  moral  meaning)  in  one  of  our  modetn 
drawing-rooms. 

Having  fortified  ourselves  with  a  good  lundiecHi, 
backed  by  the  bottle  of  champagne  of  which  men- 
tion  has  been  already  made,  we  proceeded  upon  our 
enterprise,  attended  by  Lefevre  and  Mar6e.  There 
is  a  handsome  lodge  near  the  mouth  of  the  cavern, 
built,  as  I  understood,  by  some  person  of  property, 
who  had  an  idea  of  purchasing  the  hill,  and  of  thus 
obtaining  an  exclusive  right  to  the  fees  receivable 
from  visitors.  He,  however,  subsequently  aban- 
doned his  intention,  eventually  not  finding,  I  pre- 
sume, that  the  speculation  was  likely  to  be 
successful.  The  lodge  is  a  very  neat  building ;  we 
were  admitted  to  see  every  part  of  it,  and  were 
shewn,  as  one  of  the  wonders  of  the  place,  a  door 
filled  with  panes  of  glass  stained  in  differait 
colours.  We  were  desired  to  look  through  these 
at  the  country  in  front  of  the  lodge.    The  prospect 
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was  faideed  highly  picturesque  in  itself,  and  re- 
quired no  such  artificial  aids,  which  rather  marred 
than  improved  its  <e£fect. 

An  active,  strong  young  man,  very  well  dressed, 
who  appeared  to  be  a  tenant  of  tliis  lodge,  accom- 
panied us  with  a  gun  in  his  hand.  Descending  to 
the  river  side,  we  walked  on  until  we  came  to  the 
natural  arch  which  formed  the  entrance  to  the 
cavern.  The  river  here  spread  out  in  the  form  of 
a  small  lake,  and  two  boats  were  near  the  bank,  in 
one  of  which  our  new  companion  embarked, 
attended  by  a  peasant ;  we  occupied  the  other 
boat,  which  was  rowed  by  our  guide.  Maree  had 
procured  a  large  bundle  of  straw,  with  which  he 
was  to  light  us  on  our  way. 

Shortly  after  our  entrance  into  the  mouth  of  the 
cavern,  our  gunner,  who  advanced  with  us  in  bis 
own  boat,  discharged  his  piece.  The  reverberation 
of  the  sound  through  the  vaults  of  the  cave  re- 
sembled at  first  precisely  a  loud  peal  of  thunder, 
prokmged  by  innumerable  echoes  for  more  than  a 
minute,  until  they  gradually  became  less  and  less 
audible,  and  then  died  away,  apparently  at  a  great 
distance.     It  was  just  like  one  of  those  crashes 
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whiiA  often  ooeur  tmrnrda  the  dote  of  a  stonn ; 
memrngj  wfam  the  soundfint  afiiights  us»  to  bteak 
immediately  over  our  head,  and  then  to  goon  rolling 
^ratboiit  interrapftion  along  the  ak  j  until  it  is  heard 
BO  nore.  Numben  of  awallows,  who  had  their 
neBts  in  the  roof  of  the  caye,  alarmed  by  the  upioar, 
£ew  around  us  in  all  dSiections ;  nor  were  their 
tOTors  mitigated  by  the  effects  of  a  seoand  dis- 
charge ;  they  seemed  as  if  they  would  bring  down 
about  our  ears  the  vaulted  roof  of  the  vestibule  in 
whidi  we  then  were. 

Our  gunner  (having  received  his  fee)  Uiai  took 
his  leaveof  us,  and  retuzned  in  his  own  boat.  We 
were  supplied  with  blue  blouses,  which  we  pot  on 
over  our  clothes,  and  advancing  through  the  cloud 
of  smdLe  whidi  lingered  over  the  lake^  pioducedby 
the  last  discharge,  we  were  borne  into  the  dark 
womb  of  the  mountain.  Maree  meanwhile  sepi^ 
rated  a  hAndful  of  straw  from  the  bundle  which  he 
had  brought,  and  having  lighted  it  by  a  match,  he 
placed  himsdf  at  the  head  of  the  boat  One  would 
have  thought  that  a  torch  of  pitch  would  have  given 
a  brighter  and  a  more  permanent  light  than  the 
perishable  material  which  he  had  brought  for  dmt 
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purpose ;  but  we  afterwwb  found  dMt  Ae  ttnw 
wn  better,  «•  when  it  was  neariy  bomt  out,  he  d&* 
ponted  it  on  tbe  path  we  took,  !■  order  that  its 
embers  might  BMBore  us,  upon  ouv  xetucn,  that  we 
adhered  to  our  right  oourae  in  enngmg  from  the 
liJjyriDdi  we  woe  dxmt  toccpkoe; 

It  demanded  no  great  eKertkn  of  imagiBation,  or 
rather  of  oar  TeooUcctkni  of  the  mytiiological  fsbles 
JMiMliar  to  us  in  our  sdmolboy  days,  to  bring  in 
lively  cdtoon  before  our  eyes  the  picture  of  Charoi^ 
bis  bark,  the  Styx,  and  the  shadows  of  the  dead, 
with  whose  transnnsgion  to  tlie  lagicns  bey4»id,  the 
iHd  navigator  was  cbai^ged*  We  woe  the  shadows 
(happily,  however,  not  of  the  liead)  ;  our  guide  in 
die  dark  behind  us  was  Charon,  joid  Maree,  at  the 
prow,  m^t  be  scqppoeed  the  ^^Cuailiar^  of  the 
iB&Rial  focrymao,  noda^g  loath  to  aee  his  vessd 
supplied  with  new  custoaiers. 

Maree  waving  his  torch  as  h^h  as  he  could 
asound  him,  shewed  us  the  roof  of  die  cavern,  which 
was  highly  polished;  but  as  we  advanced,  it  boi. 
-came  more  porous,  as  we  fielt  from  the  copious 
drops  of  water  it  permitted  to  £dl  npon  oo^  heads. 
The  slalactitm  already  bqgan  to  shew  themselves  in 
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great  abundance,  some  of  them  assuming  the  form 
of  beaks  of  birds,  some  of  large  carrots.  The  arch 
above  us  now  expanded  nobly ;  beneath  it  we  could 
easily  discern  great  varieties  of  formations,  in  which 
drapery,  in  many  graceful  arrangements,  seemed  to 
prevail.  Some  solid  masses  presented  surfaces  which 
seemed  to  have  been  carved  by  the  chisel  of  a 
sculptor.  Our  atmosphere  became  so  cold  that  we 
were  chilled.  The  stillness  of  the  scene  was  so  com- 
plete, that  even  the  crackling  of  the  burning  straw 
produced  an  echo.  Mar6e  having  lighted  a  large 
handful,  threw  it  on  the  water,  which  was  now  nar- 
rowed to  the  shape  of  a  river.  As  we  passed  on,  we 
looked  back  at  the  floatingconflagration,  which  fiom 
a  distance  we  might  have  imagined  to  have  been 
the  fragments  of  a  boat  consumed  to  the  water's 
edge.  It  remained  in  sight  for  some  time,  until  at 
length  it  diminished  to  the  size  of  a  star.  Beyond 
it  the  light  of  the  day  was  not  yet  wholly  lost,  so 
that  we  had  here  a  good  resemblance  of  the  day 
star  ushering  in  the  pale  grey  of  the  morning. 

Many  of  the  stalactites  which  next  presented 
themselves  to  view  looked  like  dried  fish  hung  up 
in  stalls  for  sale.    The  forms  were  perfect,  and  we 
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might  have  easilj  thought  ourselves  in  a  fish-mar- 
ket, had  not  the  amiable  female  venders  been 
absent.  We  were  now  regularly  benighted ;  not  a 
ray  visible  in  any  quarter,  save  those  which  ema- 
nated from  our  straw  torch.  AH  was  dark  behind 
as  the  ages  before  the  flood ;  and  beforenis  we  had 
a  strict  image  of  the  dimness  of  futurity.  Having 
reached  what  Lefevre  calls  the  hall  of  debarkation, 
we  landed ;  he  then  carefully  made  the  boat  fast 
to  the  diore,  and  we  proceeded  beneath  a  regularly 
formed  arch,  hung  with  beautiful  drapery,  which 
was  occasbnally  festooned  with  a  degree  of  grace- 
fulness well  worthy  of  imitation. 

The  gem  of  the  cavern  is  the  <^  Boudoir  of 
Proserpine,**  for  Lefevre  has  left  no  chamber  with- 
out its  defflgnation.  The  apartment  was  by  no 
means  unworthy  of  the  belle  by  whom  it  had  been 
abandoned.  The  fmmations,  many  of  which  had 
the  appearance  of  saplings  cut  off  near  the  roots, 
were  of  pearly  lustre,  and  at  the  top  curled  off  most 
elegantly  like  the  sprays  and  leaves  of  the  young 
tree  inclined  by  the  breath  of  the  zephyr,  as  if  to 
give  some  idea  of  inverted  Corinthian  capitals,  and 
served,  I  suppose,  as  candelabras  for  the  fair  owner 
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of  the  boudoir  when  she  xetired  to  array  heradf  in 
all  her  charms.  To  confirm  the  supposition,  hard 
by  is  the  saloon,  where  all  her  dresses  may  yet  be 
found ;  her  veils  pei£actly  transparent ;  her  mantlfts, 
her  scarfs,  and  shawls,  all  suspended  with  an  eye  to 
gracefulness  of  iq>pearance.  The  roof  of  this  de- 
pository is  in  many  places  fretted  with  enviable 
taste,  and  is  said  to  be  two  hundred  feet  above  the 
floor. 

We  visited  several  other  chambers  in  the  cavern^ 
being  obliged  frequently  to  climb  slippery  heights, 
to  creep  through  low  passages,  and  to  descend  pre- 
cipices, which  cost  us  infinite  toil  The  number  of 
inequalities  and  sinuosities  of  this  kind  in  the 
cavern,  several  of  which  are  of  syphon  shape,  up* 
right,  or  inverted,  may  be  conjectured,  when  I 
state,  according  to  calculations  which  have  been 
made,  that  the  current  from  the  lake  at  one  side  of 
the  hill  to  that  on  the  other  takes  no  less  thaa 
fourteen  hours  to  efiect  its  passage;,  although  the 
direct  distance  between  one  lake  and  the  other, 
does  not  exceed  a  quarter  of  a  league.  The  calcu-- 
lation  has  been  verified  in  this  way:  When,  after 
heavy  rains,  the  river  is  rendered  muddy  on  its  ap» 
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proach  to  the  cavern,  no  tinge  appears  in  the  waters 
of  the  lake  on  the  opposite  side  until  after  the 
lapse  of  the  time  just  stated. 

Lefevre  assured  us  that  he  had  visited  several 
corridors  or  galleries  in  this  cavern,  each  of  which 
was  more  than  a  mile  in  length,  and  led  to  numbers 
of  apartments  which  he  had  not  yet  explored.  He 
shewed  us  various  specimens  of  the  rocks,  some  of 
which  were  decomposed  by  the  waters  of  the  lakes, 
others  vitrified.  Here  also  he  found  pieces  of  black 
veined  marble.  We  saw  many  stalactites  in  the 
shape  of  icicles;  there  was  one  mass,  which  has 
been  called  the  dub  of  Hercules,  not  undeservedly, 
so  far  as  the  resemblance  to  the  general  representa- 
ticms  of  that  formidable  weapon  was  concerned. 
The  stalactites  and  stalagmites  occasionally  assume 
a  columnar  form,  and  adhere  together,  as  if  for 
mutual  support. 

In  the  grotto  called  that  of  the  «  Trophy  "^  or 
^  Mont  filanc  ^  there  is  a  superb  stalagmite,  which 
riaes  in  the  middle,  upon  pieces  of  rock  heaped  up 
together  by  way  of  foundation.  This  pyramidal 
mass  is  as  white  as  alabaster,  and  exhibits  upon  its 
sur&oe  a  great  variety  of  figures.  Another  group^ 
sS 
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Dot  less  beautiful  nor  less  resplendent  than  this, 
forms  the  principal  ornament  of  another  grotto,  and 
seems  to  consist  of  bunches  of  large  ostrich  fea- 
thers ;  the  guide,  however,  has  bestowed  upon  them 
the  less  poetical  title  of  cauliflowers !  The  most 
spacious  of  all  the  grottoes  which  we  visited  is  that 
called  the  <^  grotto  of  the  dome,^  on  account  of  the 
vast  arch  by  which  it  is  roofed.  Few  churches  can 
boast  of  a  dome  so  immense  as  this.  Had  this 
dome  been  formed  outside  the  mountain,  with  pro- 
portional columns  to  sustain  it,  one  might  easily 
believe  it  to  have  been  a  work  of  the  Titans  when 
they  were  bent  on  scaling  Olympus. 

After  exploring  the  principal  chambers  and  ex- 
amining the  more  prominent  curiosities  which  the 
cavern  contained,  we  were  recommended  by  Lefevre 
to  retrace  our  steps,  as  our  course  further  on  would 
be  found  very  difficult  and  disagreeable,  on  account 
of  the  river  being  flooded.  We  found  the  burmng 
embers  deposited  in  various  places  by  Maree  ex- 
tremely satisfactory  in  our  way  out  of  this  dark 
and  enormous  labyrinth.  In  one  spot,  which  pre- 
sented many  turns,  the  embers  had  altogether  dis- 
appeared, having  been  blown  away  by  a  current  of 
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air  which  passed  through  that  part  of  the  cavern. 
Even  the  fiEuniliarity  of  the  old  man  with  the 
windings  of  the  place  seemed  baffled,  nor  could 
Lefevre  give  him  any  assistance.  Marde  proceeded 
alone  in  two  or  three  trials  as  to  the  right  course, 
keeping  up  communication  with  us  by  calling  in  a 
loud  voice.  Our  situation  at  this  moment  was  far 
from  being  enviable,  more  especially  as  our  supply 
of  straw  was  very  nearly  exhausted.  Imagine  us 
buried  in  the  bosom  of  the  earth,  in  the  midst  of  a 
labyrinth  out  of  which  toe  at  least  could  make  not 
even  an  attempt  at  escape  without  adding,  most 
probably,  at  every  step,  to  the  dangers  of  our  posi- 
tion. Providentially,  however,  Maree  at  last  lifted 
upon  the  path  which  he  believed  to  be  the  right  one, 
and  we  speedily  found  his  conjecture  to  be  correct, 
as  we  came  again  to  some  of  our  embers.  Our 
gradual  return  to  the  day  was  in  due  time  apparent 
by  perceiving  before  us  the  first  gleams  of  twilight, 
which  becoming  clearer  and  clearer  as  we  advanced, 
we  ceased  to  use  our  torch,  and  at  length  found 
ourselves  once  more  in  the  presence  of  the  glorious 
sun. 

I  was  glad  that  we  carried  into  execution  our 
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intention  to  visit  this  truly  wond^ul  display  of 
the  powers  and,  if  I  may  presume  to  use  the  word, 
the  caprices  of  nature.  Undoubtedly  the  contem- 
plation of  such  works  teaches  us  that  there  are 
many  things  in  this  world  which  <^  we  dream  not  of 
in  our  philosophy."  Innumerable,  most  probably, 
axe  the  specimens  of  similar  abysses  formed  in  the 
interior  of  the  earth  and  of  the  mountains  raised 
upon  it,  of  which  we  have  as  yet  no  conception. 
The  volcano  and  the  earthquake  are  still  at  their 
work,  and  although  the  geologists  inform  us  that» 
as  compared  with  the  catastrophes  of  former  day8» 
aQ  things  now  seem  tending  to  repose,  neverthdess 
it  would  appear  that  at  no  period  of  the  world  baa 
the  atmosphere  exhibited  more  violent  and  moie 
destructive  agitations  than  within  these  last  few 
years,  fiut,  leaving  these  topics  to  the  meditations 
of  scientific  men,  I  shall  only  add,  that  I  would 
not  advise  lady  travellers  to  indulge  their  curiosity 
by  going  to  see  the  Wardrobe  of  Proserpine,  extra* 
ordinary  though  it  be.  The  difBculties  of  the  en* 
terprise  are  much  too  severe  for  their  ordinary 
strength,  and  should  they  venture  upon  it,  they 
cannot  escape  without  having  their  clothes  pretty 
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wdl  soiled.  I  was  aatonished  to  learn  that  Mrs. 
Tyrwhitt  had  accompanied  her  husband  in  his 
passage  through  this  cavern  from  one  laice  to  the 
other.  She  must  indeed  have  had  the  courage  of  a 
heroine,  though  one  would  have  never  suspected  its 
existence  in  the  bosom  of  a  lady  who  usually  ap- 
pears to  be  amongst  the  most  timid  of  her  sex. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

Deptrtnre  for  Luzembiirg.  Shakspean'i  Forest.  A  dear  Cop  of 
Coffee.  The  Cepwchin  Church  at  Aiion.  FeetiTal  Day.  Lux* 
emburf .  Its  renowned  Fortifications.  Boed  to  Tkeres.  Ad- 
nurable  CnltiTation.  First  View  of  the  Moselle.  Yillac^  ^^ 
liiarter.  Fine  Fields  of  Com.  '^^nes.  ViUage  of  IgeU  Its 
celebrated  Monument  Secnndlni  Family.  Description  of  tha 
Monument.    Subjects  of  the  Scolptues. 

From  Dinant  we  directed  our  course  towards 
Luxemburg,  proceeding  by  voiture  to  the  village  of 
Emptinnes,  where  we  met  the  diligence  from  Brus- 
sels.  The  excellent  road  between  that  city  and 
Luxemburg  was  completed  only  two  years  before 
the  Belgian  revolution.  Passing  through  the 
pretty  little  town  of  La  Marche,  we  again  entered 
the  forest  of  Ardennes — Shakspeare*s  forest;  it 
fully  realized  all  the  ideas  of  sylvan  mystery  and 
beauty  with  which  he  has  invested  those  charming 
shades.  There  being  no  regular  hotel  at  Bastogne, 
we  had  refreshments  in  the  house  of  the  DemoiseUes 
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Marguerites.  In  rousing  up  her  kitchoi  fire,  one 
of  our  hostesses  finding  her  bellows  somewhat  asth- 
matic, immediately  substituted  for  it  an  old  gun- 
barrel,  which,  pointing  to  the  fire,  and  blowing 
through  the  touchhole,  she  made  to  serve  her  pur- 
pose admirably.  They  charged  us  a  franc  per  cup 
for  their  coffee,  which  in  all  conscience  was  quite 
enough.  The  road  as  far  as  Arlon  was  quite  un- 
interesting. 

The  commentators  upon  ancient  geography 
have  set  down  Arlon  as  the  Roman  Orolanum.  It 
was  market-day ;  the  town  was  filled  with  all  sorts 
of  agricultural  produce.  It  happened  also  to  be 
the  octave  of  the  feast  of  St  Donatus,  which  was 
celebrated  with  much  splendour  by  the  order  of 
the  Capuchins,  whose  convent  occupies  a  conspi- 
cuous position  upon  the  summit  of  a  hill  that  over- 
looks the  town.  I  went  up  to  their  church,  the 
winding  pathway  to  which  is  ornamented  at  inter* 
vals  by  very  cid  stone  pillars,  containing  tablets, 
fixed  in  them,  of  the  same  material,  which  repre- 
sent, in  a  rude  style  of  carving,  the  passion  and 
crucifixion  of  the  Redeemer.  The  figures  must 
have  been  cut  in  the  very  earliest  stage  of  the  art 
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as  applied  to  ecclesiastical  purposes :  some  of  tbem 
retain  traces  of  having  been  originally  gilt  and 
painted.  Ihe  church  was  crowded  with  countiy 
people,  the  men  in  their  nxmotonous  blue  blouse^ 
and  the  women,  for  the  most  part,  wearing  cotton 
bonnets,  being  also  in  other  respects  very  gaily 
dressed.  I  could  not  make  out  that  the  latter  be- 
longed to  any  style  of  beauty  with  which  I  am 
acquainted  :  I  suppose  they  have  one  of  their  owb» 
The  German  language  begins  to  prevail  here. 

Arlon  exhibits  every  symptom  itf  being  a  stirrings 
thriving  town;  several  new  houses  were  in  pitK 
gress  of  erection,  and  the  people  seemed  all  intent 
upon  business ;  it  is  the  capital  of  that  portion  of 
the  duchy  of  Luxemburg  which  has  been  added 
to  Belgium  under  the  late  partition.  A  road  has 
been  constructed  from  this  place  to  Metz,  which 
very  considerably  shortens  the  way  from  London  to 
Strasburg. 

Shortly  after  leaving  Arlon  we  arrived  at  the 
Dutch  frontier,  where  our  passports  and  luggage 
were  examined.  Within  two  hours  afterwards  we 
came  suddenly  upon  Luxemburg,  which  seemed  to 
us  completely  hemmed  in  between  two  ridges  of 
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lofty  rocks,  narrow  at  the  entrance,  but  growing 
wider  as  we  advanced:  it  is  seated  on  the  river 
Alzette. 

The  utmost  attention  has  been  paid  by  the  mo- 
dem possessors  of  Luxemburg  (Spanish,  Austrian, 
French,  and  Dutch)  to  its  fortificadona,  which  are 
partly  excavated  in  the  solid  rock,  and  have  been 
pronounced  by  Camot  as  the  strongest  combinatioii 
of  defences  in  Europe^  after  those  of  Gibraltar.  I 
found  them  occupied  by  a  garrison  of  four  thousand 
men.  While  walking  on  the  ramparts,  I  observed 
sentinels  at  intervals  of  almost  every  hundred 
yards.  From  the  position  in  which  the  town  is 
placed,  chiefly  on  declivities  of  rocks,  there  is  a 
good  deal  of  singularity  in  the  appearance  of  this 
jdaoe ;  several  of  the  streets  are  accessible  ooij  by 
stairs  or  by  zigzag  carriage  roads.  It  looks  re- 
markably clean  and  healthy,  and  the  presence  of  so 
lai^  a  military  force  imparts  to  it  a  peculiar  degree 
of  animation. 

A  diligence  goes  every  day  firom  Luxemburg  to 
Treves.  We  were  off  at  six  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing (16th  July) ;  the  sky  was  serene,  the  sun  un- 
donded,  and  the  atmosphere  as  genial  as  a  traveller 
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could  desire.  Our  course  lay  right  through  the 
principal  part  of  the  famed  fortifications,  beneath 
portcullises,  long  passages,  with  portholes  on  either 
side,  and  capable  of  being  interrupted  by  huge  iron 
gates ;  and  then  over  drawbridges  and  dikes  filled 
with  water,  all  strictly  guarded  by  sentinels  at 
every  step,  as  if  the  town  were  beleaguered  by  an 
invading  force.  When  we  arrived  within  sight  of 
terraces,  upon  which  gardens  shone  out  in  all  their 
summer  opulence  of  vegetation  and  flowers,  we 
supposed  that  we  had  quitted  the  precincts  of  the 
enormous  bulwark.  Nothing  of  the  kind ;  every 
eminence  was  turned  into  an  outpost,  and  armed 
with  cannon  and  watched  by  sentinels.  We  met  a 
detachment  of  the  garrison,  who,  even  at  that  early 
hour,  were  returning  from  the  exercise  of  sharp- 
shooting.  They  carried  with  them  two  targets, 
which,  being  perforated  in  all  directions,  spoke 
highly  for  their  skill  and  discipline. 

Our  route  led  towards  a  lofky  eminence,  and  the 
slow  pace  at  which  our  vehicle  moved  enabled  us  to 
observe,  as  we  wound  our  way  upwards,  the  appa- 
rently impenetrable  masses  of  rock  within  which 
Luxemburg    was    situated.      The    drawbridges. 
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which  literally  seemed  suspended  in  the  air,  pre- 
sented very  remarkable  objects  in  this  magnificent 
picture  of  warlike  preparation.  But  one  is  not 
surprised  at  the  expense  which  has  been  bestowed 
upon  these  defences,  and  the  vigilance  with  which 
they  are  guarded,  even  in  a  season  of  peace,  when 
one  learns  that  it  is  the  only  "  point  d^appui"  ac- 
cording to  Camot,  by  which  France  can  be  most 
easily  attacked  from  the  side  of  the  Moselle. 

Having  surmounted  the  eminence  which  rendered 
our  course  very  slow  for  more  than  an  hour,  our 
horses  trotted  on  at  a  pretty  round  pace,  and  we 
soon  lost  sight  of  Luxemburg.  The  road  being 
constructed  on  the  summit  of  a  lofty  ridge,  enabled 
us  to  obtain  views  of  the  country  all  round  us  to 
an  immense  distance.  The  Belgian  style  of  culti'- 
Tation  prevailed  everywhere;  the  soil  was  abso- 
lutely teeming  in  every  direction  with  wheat,  rape, 
and  clover ;  and  wherever  little  spots  of  pasture 
presented  themselves,  they  were  well  stocked  witH 
cattle,  attended  by  boys  and  women. 

Passing  through  the  pleasant  village  of  Sailing, 
seated  in  a  valley,  we  reached  the  large  and  very 
handsome  town  of  Niederartwiler.    Our  road  sub- 
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sequently  passed  through  a  series  of  com-field% 
bounded  in  the  distance  on  each  side  by  andent 
and  extensive  forests.  Bows  of  tall  poplars  lined 
our  way,  after  the  delightful  fashion  of  France; 
tracts  of  rich  pasturage  were  more  frequently  in- 
termingled with  the  corn-fields  than  before;  and 
were  filled  with  oxen,  cows,  sheep,  and  goats, 
shepherds  and  shepherdesses,  giving  some  idea  of 
Arcadia.  Over  the  distant  fi^rests  summits  of  high 
mountains  occasionally  lifted  their  heads,  Mrrayed 
as  usual  in  their  fascinating  colours  of  azure. 

The  morning  continued  enchanting.  Descend- 
ing to  Gievenmaucher,  which,  awfully  Grerman 
though  it  be  in  name,  wears  an  appearance  almost 
wholly  Spanish,  we  soon  again  attained  rising 
ground,  and  beheld  on  our  right  a  fine  sweep  of 
hill,  so  beautifully  planted  that  it  seemed  to  be  the 
park  of  a  gentleman'^s  villa :  upon  its  more  sunny 
declivities  vines  abounded.  On  the  left  another 
range  of  hills  declined  gradually  to  the  margin  of 
the  way,  occupied  entirely  by  vin^ards,  arranged 
terrace  over  terrace,  indicating  our  near  approach 
to  the  Moselle,  which  we  bdield  in  a  few  minutes 
after,    flowing    smoothly    through   an   expanded 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


VILLAGE  OP  MARTER.  271 

chanoel,  its  surface  shining  with  something  of  a 
silvery  lustre. 

On  the  lower  banks,  near  the  current,  long 
strips  of  linen  were  bleaching.  Women,  who  stood 
in  the  river,  were  engaged  in  throwing  water  upon 
them  from  time  to  time^  and  in  scolding  scores  of 
little  daring  half-naked  urchins,  who  were  paddling 
near  them,  flinging  water  at  each  other,  shouting, 
squalling,  %hting,  laughing,  and  doing  every 
thing — the  roguish  truants ! — but  attending  to  the 
admonitions  of  their  mothers.  There  were  several 
small,  rather  neatly-constructed  boats  near  the 
further  bank,  hard  by  the  pleasant  village  of  Mar- 
ter,  in  which  were  a  neat  rustic  church  and  a  fine 
old  chateau,  to  which  was  appended  a  large  garden 
in  the  stiff  pedantic  style  of  former  days.  We  ob- 
served, however,  afterwards,  near  the  river,  several 
country  seats  in  a  more  modern  fashion.  The 
noeadows,  just  cut,  yielded  to  the  air  their  grateful 
perfume ;  the  harvest  of  com,  which  was'  Remark- 
ably fine  and  abundant,  was  everywhere  falling 
rapidly  beneath  the  sickle;  the  ydlow  fallow 
lands  formed  striking  omtrasts  with  the  fields  of 
clover  and  mangel-wurzel  in  their  neighbourhood. 
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The  Saar,  in  its  progress  towards  the  Moselle, 
with  which  it  eiiects  a  junction,  serves  to  mark  the 
boundary  between  the  Dutch  possessions  in  the 
duchy  of  Luxemburg  and  the  dominions  of  Prus- 
sia. We  crossed  it  by  a  small  bridge,  and  were 
immediately  warned  by  a  white  pole  standing  erect, 
and  painted  in  black  diamond  squares,  that  we 
were  now  in  Prussian  territory.  Every  thing  in 
and  on  the  diligence  in  the  shape  of  luggage  was 
taken  down  at  the  Custom-house  for  the  purpose 
of  being  examined.  The  operation  was  very  te- 
dious, though  conducted,  I  am  bound  to  add,  in 
the  most  civil  manner. 

We  had  full  time,  while  detained  here,  to  ad- 
mire the  beautiful  scenery  of  the  ndghbourhood, 
which  receives  additional  interest  from  the  junction 
of  the  two  rivers. 

Resuming  our  seats  in  the  diligence,  we  pursued 
our  course  close  by  the  banks  of  the  Moselle.  Se- 
veral boats,  laden  with  stones,  were  drawn  against 
the  current  by  teams  of  horses :  the  animals  were 
often  obliged  to  wade  through  the  river.  The  banks 
on  our  left  were  now  all  under  vine  cultivation, 
while,  on  the  other  side,  a  long  range  of  hill,  wild 
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and  barren,  rose  above  succesdye  groups  of  various 
trees  which  grew  near  to  the  water's  edge.  Amongst 
these  trees  we  perceived  occasionally  hamlets,  whose 
white  cottages  a  traveller  in  search  of  the  pic- 
turesque can  never  pass  by  without  interest. 
Quarries  of  red  sandstone  abound  in  all  this  part 
of  the  country. 

We  were  now  upon  very  ancient  classic  ground, 
the  village  of  Igel  being  in  sight,  and  this  is  only 
six  miles  distant  from  Treves,  which  some  chrohi* 
ders  assert  to  have  been  built  even  before  Rome  it- 
self. We  were  travelling  on  the  old  Roman  high- 
way, and  every  step  we  advanced  abounds  in  his« 
torical  associations.  Close  to  the  road,  as  we  passed 
through  the  village,  is  a  monument  or  mausoleum, 
whidi  seems  to  have  puzzled  antiquaries  and  tra- 
vellers almost  as  much  as  the  Pyramids  of  Egypt. 
YHience  all  their  difficulties  could  have  arisen  it  is 
impossible  to  conjecture,  for  the  monument  itself 
yerj  clearly  teQs  its  own  story.  From  an  inscrip- 
tion upon*  it,  perfectly  legible,  it  appears  to  have 
been  raised  in  memory  of  the  Secundini,  an  ancient 
and  distinguished  fiunily  of  Treves,  such  as  the 
Balbi  were  in  Spain,  when  that  country  was  under 
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Boman  jurisdictioa^  or  as  the  Paulini  were  at 
Bordeaux,  or  the  Satumiai,  at  Lyopsythat  ia  to 
say»  very  wealthy  merchaiitai  and  at  the  same  time 
imperial  commissioDen  £ar  the  mam^gement  of  the 
communications  by  post,  intpndants  of  the  military 
forces,  and  coatcactors  for  the  supply  cf  the  jooa- 
gazines. 

The  age  of  the  erection  of  this  monument  has 
also  been  a  matter  of  great  oQntsoversy^  but  the 
weight  of  opinioDt  and  the  arcJiitfirtural  chancta: 
of  the  edifice  itself,  appear  to  aaagn  as  its  pcopa 
date  the  age  immediately  ftUowii^  that  of  the 
Antooinesi  when  the  arts,  which  had  already  at- 
tained so  great  a  degree  of  perfectioii,  wees  rather 
on  the  decline.  It  is  altogether  a  Ughly  ioterest- 
iDg  edifice  ;  it  had  been  originally  decanted  with 
a  profusion  of  scu^tuied  ornaments  in  exoeUeat 
style,  bat  the  greater  part  of  these  aie  now  da^ 
fiuied  When  it  was  first  49aBstniGtedj  the  i 
(a  brown  stone),  which  were  of  a  large  sii 
very  neatly  put  together,  but  the  external  sur&oe 
was  left  in  its  rude  form ;  th^  were  then  aculp- 
tused  acoording  to  a  secies  «f  design^  wUdi  w«Ba 
coBoeived  and  ezeouted  with  ^gaeat  tast&     Tbe 
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moDoam&xtj  or  <ibelkk,  as  k  i»  iinawtimfi  called,  it 
about  aeiWBlj  feet  in  beight,  bj  fifteen  ieet  »  wi^ 
en  one  ode^  and  t^vvtdre  on  tiie  oilier. 

The  acu^tiurea  partly  lepreaent  acenea  of  enH- 
nary  life,  partlj  aBegories  faafmg  iffercnoe  to  the 
netkns  of  the  godt  and  ef  dfataigoifthed  heioea. 
The  wnithem  fumade  exhiUto  in  its  principal  eoaok 
parlmeirt  tfaiee  %ure8,  apparenrdy  vude,  suppoaed 
to  be  manarials  of  tbose  fimids  vho  had  beat 
chiefly  instraaiental  in  pnxnaluig  the  praspetity  of 
the  Seocmdini  family.  These  colossal  figures,  ah 
ibrtanately  nmch  decomposed  by  the  influence  of 
the  atmosphere,  bold  eadi  other  fay  the  hand;  &e 
principal  figure  weaxa  oidy  the  tonic;  die  two 
others  are  arrayed  in  the  toga,  the  figure  in  the 
middle  being  much  less  than  either  c^the  two  others : 
above  their  heads  are  medallions  of  three  females. 

The  pilasters  are  ornamented  by  representations 
of  infant  genii,  disposed  one  above  another.  Upon 
eadi  of  the  capitals  there  is  a  head,  beneath  which 
is  a  bird,  supposed  to  be  the  ibis,  with  its  beak 
directed  towards  a  ball.  The  principal  figures  on 
the  two  lateral  facades  are  so  much  decayed  that  it 
is  not  possible  to  form  any  opinion  as  to  their  cha- 
t2 
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racter,  except  that  it  seems  to  be  altogether  mytho- 
logical. Upon  other  parts  of  the  m<xiument  may 
be  seen  Jason,  clothed  in  his  leopard  skin,  and 
armed  with  a  sword;  Theseus  receiving  from 
Ariadne  the  dew  to  the  labyrinth ;  the  head  of  the 
Minotaur ;  the  Hesperides  guarding,  with  the  as- 
flistance  of  the  serpent,  the  golden  apples,  and 
groups  of  dancing  genii.  The  northern  facade 
seems  to  be  principally  occupied  with  the  labours 
of  Hercules ;  a  zodiac,  supported  by  four  colossal 
heads,  which  resemble  those  of  the  Tower  of  the 
Winds,  at  Athens;  and  groups  of  gaiii,  some 
dancing,  some  armed  with  swords  and  shields,  as 
if  about  to  engage  in  combat. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

MommMnt  of  Igd  oontfauied.  Interior  of  a  Chtmbflr.  A  Ware* 
houe.  Caantrj  between  Igd  and  Tierca.  Stone  Croeaet. 
IVerea.  Ita  great  antiqnitj.  Ita  ibnner  renown.  Ita  decay. 
Burned  bj  the  Gotha  and  Vandala.  Situation  of  "nerea.  The 
Black  Gate.  Hie  Biahop'a  Bench.  A  H0I7  Anchorite.  Hie 
Amphitheatre.  Berbarona  Ezbibttiona.  Lanoera  cmeialng. 
Timnela  in  the  Bock.  Pnblic  Batfaa.  Cathedral  of  St.  Hden. 
Hie  Baptjamal  Font.  The  ArcbUahoprie.  The  preaent  Kioff 
ofPmaeia.    Electoral  Tomba. 

Thje  most  interesting  objects  represented  upon 
this  very  remarkable  monument  are  those  con- 
nected with  the  routine  of  the  private  life  of  the 
family  to  whose  honour  it  has  been  dedicated. 
Amongst  these  sculptured  pictures,  if  we  may  so 
style  them,  is  the  interior  of  a  chamber,  in  which 
some  business  <^  importance  is  going  on.  The 
principal  figure  is  seated  at  a  table,  surrounded  by 
his  agents,  to  whom  he  is  reading  one  of  several 
papers  which  he  holds  in  his  hand.    Bales  of  mer- 
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chandize  are  disposed  on  the  floor.  In  another 
quarter  is  seen  a  four-wheeled  waggon,  laden  with 
goods,  and  drawn  by  four  mules;  it  appears  to 
have  already  just  passed  a  town,  and  to  have 
reached  the  open  country,  which  is  indicated  by  a 
tree.  Elsewhere  we  behold  vessels  well  filled  with 
cargoes,  sailing  on  the  sea,  and  the  family  regaling 
themselves  with  a  banquet  A  number  of  travellers 
on  boFtieback  iq>pe8r  to  be  appreaobing  the  soeDe 
of  festivity,  by  way  of  marking  the  hospitable  dis- 
positioiis  of  the  SecuDdinL  We  have  alao  here  a 
sort  of  warehouse,  in  which  several  buyers  are  seea 
examining  pieces  of  cloth  and  other  goods,  and 
making  notes  in  their  tablets;  a  light  carriage 
(probaUy  used  for  the  post),  drawn  by  two  horses, 
and  an  infinite  variety  of  other  ol^ts,  in  which 
the  grave  alternates  with  the  gay.  It  is>  upon  the 
whole,  one  of  the  most  curious  monuments  which 
have  reached  us  from  the  Roman  ages  of  dediae; 
it  was,  to  some  extent,  repaired  in  1765  by  order 
of  the  States-General  of  the  duchy  of  Luxem- 
burg, but  only  with  a  view  to  preserve  it  £nom  the 
utter  ruin  with  which  it  was  then  threatened ;  no 
attempt  was  made  at  restoration. 
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Between  Igel  bvA  Treves  the  whole  oountry  was 
alive  wilii  indastry—- 'immense  fields  of  corn  eithet 
wider  the  sickle  or  just  cut  down,  and  filled  with 
peasants  collecting  the  sheafs  and  heaping  them 
together.  Women  were  ttaversmg  the  road  with 
long  hadiel8*iBi8tened  to  their  backs,  in  which  they 
carried  sheafs  of  com,  and  supplies  of  green  food 
heaped  above  their  heads,  for  then:  cattle.  The 
road  passed  throvgfa  an  avenue  of  lofty  poplars, 
through  which  we  beheld  numerous  distant  villages 
and  hills,  some  shining  in  the  rays  of  the  noonday 
sun,  some  overshadowed  by  passing  clouds.  We 
flcaioely  moved  a  hundred  yards  without  meeting 
old  stone  crosses,  tokens  of  the  Christian  piety  by 
which  the  whole  of  this  district  was  distinguished 
in  the  primitive  ages.  The  colour  of  the  soil 
here  is  reddish ;  so  also  is  that  of  the  stones  used 
in  the  construction  of  the  roads  and  edifices  of 
efvery  kind ;  the  first  efiect  of  which  was  to  make 
m  feel  that  -we  were  in  a  country  very  peculiar  in 
many  respects,  and  if  we  might  so  say,  more 
ancient,  and  even  still  more  exuberant,  than  that 
-which  we  had  already  traversed. 

Treves  offers  to  the  traveller  innumei*able  objects 
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of  interest  and  a  vast  field  for  reflection.    It  is, 

undoubtedly,  the  most  ancient  city  in  Germany; 

the  chroniclers,    as    I    have  already  intimated, 

carry  its  pretensions  to  antiquity  even  much  higher. 

We  were  scarcely  set  down  by  our  diligence  at  the 

Foste  aux  Chevaux,  near  the  Bed  House  Hotd, 

when  I  perceived  on  the  front  of  the  latter  an 

inscription  in  these  terms : — 

'*  Avdliam  mis  caaAdniSbgMf 
Ante  Romam  TVeriris  itetity 
Annis  mUle  treoeQtibiu. 
Fentot  et  stena  pace  fraatv. 


^*  The  asylum  of  those  who  sought  its  protec- 
tion, Treves  existed  one  thousand  three  hundred 
years  before  Rome.  May  it  be  perpetual,  and 
enjoy  eternal  j)eace.     Amen.^' 

In  point  of  rank  and  splendour,  commerce^ 
wealth,  learning,  and  the  arts,  it  was  at  one  time 
considered  to  be  the  second  capital  of  the  Roman 
empire,  and  exercised  jurisdiction  over  the  whole  of 
the  first  Belgic  Gaul,  which  included  Britain.  It 
was  in  the  time  of  Julius  Caesar  a  highly  flourish- 
ing city;  it  has  been  the  occasional  residence  of 
many  Boman  emperp]:s — Constantius,  Constantine 
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the  Great,  Julian,  Valendiiian,  Valens,  Ghratian, 
and  TheodoBiifl. 

One  oould  hardly  bdieve,  looking  only  at  its 
present  extent  and  decayed  oonditian,  that  it  oould 
ever  have  justly  enjoyed  the  title  of  a  second 
Borne;    there  is,  however,  no  douht  upon  the 
snbjcct,  fiir  we  can  easily  trace,  in  all  directions, 
the  remains  of  an  ancient  metropolis,  abounding  in 
opulence,  replete  with  every  lesouroe  of  luxury, 
and  marked  by  all  the  characters  of  imperial  gran- 
deur.   Triumphal  arches,  palaces,  and  baths,  upon 
a    truly  Roman  scale  of  magnificence;    amphi- 
theatres, bawlicas,  aqueducts,  and  forums,  all  still 
may  be  discerned  here  in  a  state  of  ruin  or  com- 
parative preservation.    It  was  in  its  condition  of 
{greatest  pride  when  first  attacked  by  the  Goths 
and  Vandals,  who  demolished  it  to  an  extent  from 
which  it  never  afterwards  wholly  recovered.    Par- 
tial revivals  of  its  ancient  power,  and  restorations 
of  its  most  omametit|Ll  edifices,  were  eflTected  under 
the  government  of  the  ArchUshops  of  Treves, 
who  were  princes,  arch-chancellors,  and  electors  of 
the  empire,  and  in  their  temporal  characters  pos- 
sessed,   in  former    ages,  very   great  power  and 
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authaiitj.    Bat  with  tbcir  goreimieiit  his  expired 
every  hope  for  Treves ;   it  is  now  no  mcfte  than 
the  attennateil  shadow  of  what  it  wa9>  and  looks 
the  very  picture  d  deapaar,  weeping  over  days  of 
prosperity  and  glory  that  are  never  nKse  to  retuin. 
Treves  stands  in  the  valley  of  lihe  Ifiaedfe,  lie- 
tween  two  »«^«»^«<*%  ■■■  ■■■■■ij  called  those  of  Mars 
andApoUa    ItsmoststrikiBgaiKintaaniamentis 
that  called  the  Porta  Marti%  but  aM»e  commooly 
the  ''Black  Gate.""    Its  original  deattaaikMi  has 
never  been  satisfactorily  aaeertamed;  tliase,  howb. 
ver,   who   are  most  fmiliar   with  the  general 
character   of  die  ancient   triumphal  arches  me 
indined  to  set  it  down  in  that  order  of  a»chitectur& 
Considering  it  as  such,  it  is  oertaboJy  the  moat 
extensive  and  curious  structure  of  the  kind  is 
existence.    With  reference  to  styles  it  can  bear  no 
comparison  with  those  of  Rome;  it  was  evidently 
raised  at  a  period  when  simplicity  and  true  taste 
ceased  to  preside  over  the  arts;    it  abounds  in 
halls  and  chambers,  and  galleries,  for  which  no 
purpose  can  be  assigned,  except  that  of  supplying 
to  the   citizen^    promenades    where  tbrjr   might 
lounge  in  the  heat  of  the  day,  or  perhaps  meet  for 
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the  traimedoii  of  meraaDtale  affidn,  and  at  the 
cBJoy  duunnii^  prospects  of  the  suxw 
[cciantryMdofthe  town  itself.  Tbevievni 
from  ^  fimnmit  of  the  eminence,  especially,  pre* 
sent  ai  series  of  liwtifal  psctumy  such  as  I  have 
never  seen  assembled  bdbte  witUa  a  circle  so 
limited  in  ica  diameler. 

One  couU  easily  fiuicy  a  prince  bishop  seated 
in  an  asgle  iwfaich  contains  a  bench  defended  by  a 
smaH  parapet,  on  the  highest  part  of  the  buildingv 
ai»veyii^  beneath  him  a  part  of  his  ample  pds8s»- 
aons  and  their  capital,  rejoicing  in  the  wonderfid 
fertility  of  the  hills  and  valleys  aroond  him,  and 
the  matchless  beauties  of  the  Moselle;  and  subs^ 
quently  tnmng  to  his  breviary  to  read  his  office 
on  a  spot  as  oomplete  in  its  silence  and  solitude  as 
a  hermitage  could  be.  Indeed,  it  is  recorded  that 
a  saintly  anchorite,  Smeon  of  Syracuse,  who  had 
previously  been  a  monk  in  ij^  convent  of  Mount 
Sinai,  did  take  up  his  abode  in  one  <^  the  upper 
duunbers  of  this  structure,  upon  his  return  from 
tlie  Holy  Land.  Several  of  the  most  extensive 
apartments  in  a  lower  story  have  been  used  as 
cbapels,  to  whidi  purpose  they  were  converted  by 
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Archbishop  Poppo,  in  the  eleventh  century.  In 
these  chapels  the  divine  service  was  celebrated 
even  so  late  as  the  commencement  of  the  present 
century. 

The  amphitheatre,  which  is  at  a  short  distance 
ou|8ide  the  town,  remains  in  pretty  good  preserva- 
tion. Like  most  of  the  Greek  structures  of  the 
same  kind,  it  was  excavated  out  of  the  solid  rock. 
It  had  been  buried  for  ages  beneath  a  mass  of 
earth  planted  with  vines,  until  it  was  cleared  out 
by  order  of  the  late  king  of  Prussia.  The  paiM- 
gyriatB  of  Constantine  inform  us,  as  if  it  were  one 
of  the  most  laudable  transactions  of  his  reign,  that 
after  his  victory  over  the  Franks,  who  in  the  year 
806  had  crossed  the  Rhine,  and  were  in  full  march 
towards  the  Upper  Moselle,  with  a  view  to  make 
an  attack  upon  Treves,  he  had  a  great  number  of 
his  prisoners,  amongst  whom  were  two  princes, 
collected  in  the  arena  of  this  amphitheatre,  and 
exposed  to  the  rage  of  wild  beasts,  which  had  been 
previously  assembled  for  the  purpose  in  the  vaults 
of  the  building.  It  is  recorded  that,  after  the  san- 
guinary animals  had  satiated  their  appetites,  the 
unfortunate  captives  who  still  survived  were  corn- 
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pelled  to  figbtas  gladiators  with  each  other,  until 
they  were  all  destroyed. 

It  happened  that  while  I  was  seated  on  the  top 
of  a  wall  of  this  structure,  for  none  of  the  benches 
DOW  remain,  and  thinking  of  the  wonderful  changes 
for  the  better  which  the  spirit  of  Christianity  had 
produced,  since  those  early  days,  in  the  minds  of 
men  upon  subjects  of  this  description,  a  company 
of  lancers  entered  the  arena  on  foot,  in  <nrder  to  be 
taught  the  use  of  that  weapon.  Their  evolutions, 
the  sun  occasionally  glancing  on  their  arms,  and 
the  animation  which  their  presence  and  their  exer- 
cises imparted  for  the  moment,  and  so  unexpectedly, 
to  the  scene,  added  not  a  little  to  the  interest  which 
I  felt  in  contemplating  iU 

Only  a  part  of  the  old  amphitheatre  now  re- 
mains. In  its  perfect  form  it  is  said  to  have  been 
capable  of  affording  accommodation  to  six  thou- 
sand spectators;  nevertheless  it  bears  no  oom« 
perisoD  in  point  of  size  with  those  of  Verona  or 
Nismes,  not  to  speak  of  the  Coliseum.  Two 
passages  to  the  arena  were  bored  through  the  in* 
terior  of  the  rock,  on  the  side  of  Treves,  one  of 
which  is  now  used  as  a  cellar  for  the  produce  of  the 
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gmpes  wkh  wkkh  the  smoiiiit  and  mAbb  of  the  hill 
were  covered.  During  the  UNnart  of  the  woikniea 
ci^aged  m  deoring  the  tbeaitzey  munfaefless  bones 
and  tusks  of  wild  beaats  were  dkoovered.  The 
pablk  road  passes  now  thffoogh  iht  araoa,  and  sot 
far  fiom  it  is  a  veH  of  ezoelleDt'  water.  la  die 
neigUxrarfaood  of  the  amphitheate  are  reaaaiBs  of 
the  puhUc  baths  and  other  aocieiit  bwildingB,  to 
which  various  nasies  hare  been  asagned  hf  divers 
travdkrs  and  chromders. 

I  visited  the  cathedral  of  St.  Peter,  dso  called 
of  9t.  Hdeoyiii  eoosequenee  of  its  bang  pact  of  the 
palace  wUch  was  ooeupied  by  that  eaifwess.  Tlie 
east  and  west  ends  of  this  structure  are  seoucircalar, 
and  are  constructed  of  backs,  which  bear  every 
qspearanee  of  a  Soaaan  character*  Within  the 
church  atre  lour  innnenie  granite  pillars;  three  are 
said  still  to  occupy  the  places  ia  whidi  diey  wem 
amnged  when  the  bafliBea  was  criginalfy  cos- 
■tructed;  die  fborth  ptUar  has  been  walled  iip» 
in  oonsequenee  of  its  having  dedined  fipom  the  per- 
pendicuhur  »m1  tlHvatened  to  fpve  way.  The 
whde  of  the  four  Corinthian  capifftla,  however, 
with  wUck  the  colunms  iweie  sormoaBted,  may 
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Still  he  aeeo  in  the  cbaidi :  some  of  the  arches  are 
iDund,  wanofi  sharply  pofaited.  The  organ  is  mag- 
viBcemt;  it  was  made  at  Munster  in  the  year 
18S7:  the  ^aeittng  over  it  is  beantifhlly  caryed. 
The  baptismal  fcnt  is  oi  pure  while  marble,  and 
executed  ib  the  most  exquisite  style:  it  is  said 
that  an  Englishman  offered  five  thousand  pounds 
for  iL  The  tauh  q£  Baldwin,  formerly  prince  and 
declior  of  Trews,  it  a  remarkably  handsome 
structure,  and  may  be  considered  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal omamrnts  of  thii  singolar  ehnreb,  which 
reminded  me  in  scane  points  of  fiew  ai  the  mosque 
«t  CoiHlova. 

When  we  were  at  Treves  the  see  was  vacant, 
and  had  been  so  fiar  some  years.  The  chapter  had 
elected  for  archfaisfaap  a  dcigyman  whom  they 
believed  to  be  in  eveiy  wi^  ipaithy  of  tfiat  srdnous 
office  but  the  late  king  of  Prusaa,  is  the  proseco- 
tion  of  that  fiBeling  of  hoetUity  towods  the 
Catholic  Church  by  which  he  was  unhappily 
actuated,  leAiaad  to  coBfim  the  noninatlon  of  the 
cluipr4v.  His  suocessar  has  wisely  adopted  a  <fi£> 
€ei«nt  system;  sinoe  his  aceemnon  to  the  Awme,  he 
has,  I  am  infonned,  in  no  instance  attempted  to 
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interfere  with  the  just  demands  of  his  Catholic  sub- 
jects, with  whom  he  is  as  popukr  as  his  fiither  was 
the  reverse.  By  this  prudent  policy  he  has  avoided 
the  consequoioes  of  a  revolution,  which  was  noto:- 
riously  in  preparation  throughout  the  whole  of 
the  Rhenish  provinces,  the  fairest  portion  of  his 
dominions. 

Besides  the  monument  already  noticed,  there  are 
several  oth»  electoral  tombs  in  this  diurch,  whidi, 
though  very  unequal  in  their  fashion  of  style  and 
execution,  still  cannot  be  contemplated  without 
feelings  of  profound  interest,  when  one  recoUects 
that  the  prince  Inahops  of  Treves  formerly  hdd 
sway  over  the  whole  country  extending  from 
Treves  to  Coblenz,  and  that  within  their  juris- 
diction were  the  four  electorates  of  Mayence, 
Treves,  Cologne,  and  the  palatinate  of  the  Rhine: 
These  mcmuments,  the  vast  height  of  the  building, 
the  ancient  massive  coliunns,  the  associations  con- 
nected with  the  name  and  diaiacter  of  the  Empress 
Helena,  all  combine  to  impart  an  air  of  primitive 
Christianity,  and  at  the  same  time  of  an  imperial 
majesty,  to  this  cathedral,  which  are  not  to  be  found 
in  any  other  sacred  edifice  that  1  have  ever  ( 
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CHAPTER  XXL 

Gndiul  of  the  Choir.  Hie  Crypti.  Chnrch  of  Oar  Ladj.  For- 
mer Chnrdiet  of  TVerat.  Pklaoe  of  the  Eleeton.  Appearance 
of  a  Croei  in  the  Sky.  Optical  lUnaions.  Atmoepheric  In- 
fluences. Pdem  of  Conrad  CeHes.  Anaonins.  His  Poem  on 
the  Charmf  of  the  MoaeUe.    Former  Nayigation  of  tito  BiTer. 

WiTHiK  the  choir  there  is  a  lamp,  of  modem 
date,  admirable  for  the  antique  simplicity  of  its 
form.  The  panels  of  the  stalls  are  beautifully  in- 
laid with  ivory.  Upon  a  book-stand  we  found  a 
gradual,  that  is,  a  large  thick  volume,  containing 
the  anthems  sung  at  high  mass  and  vespers,  which 
has  the  reputation  of  being  thirteen  hundred  years 
old.  It  is  richly  illuminated,  though  not  always 
in  the  best  style.  One  of  the  most  curious  of  these 
diminutive  paintings  represents  the  manna  falling 
from  heaven.  There  are  four  other  graduals  in  the 
choir,  but  they  are  less  ancient  than  the  one  I  have 
mentioned.    Behind  the  high  altar  is  a  remarkably 

vo  L.I.  u 
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handsome  repository  for  the  holy  sacrament.    I 
think  that  it  was  here  also  I  observed  a  picture  by 
Rubens,  of  the  ^<  Garment  without  a  seam,^  worn 
by  the  Redeemer,  the  original  of  which  is  stated  to 
have  been  obtained  at  Jerusalem  by  the  Empress 
Helena,  and  to  have  been  by  her  placed  in  a  cabinet 
now  walled  up  in  this  church.     Here  also  we  were 
shewn  a  manuscript  of  the  Epistles  and  Grospds, 
alleged  to  have  been  executed  by  St.  Simeon.  The 
pulpit  is  very  elaborately  carved.     There  are  two 
crypts  beneath  the  church,  which  add  not  a  little 
to  those  primitive  Christian  associations  so  pecu- 
liarly belonging  to  this  holy  pile. 

Near  the  cathedral  is  the  less  ancient,  but  re- 
markably graceful  church  of  Our  Lady,  erected  in 
the  pointed  style,  and  finished  about  the  middle  of 
the  thirteenth  century.  The  portal,  which  is  of 
a  semicircular  form,  is  ornamented  with  a  great 
profusion  of  sculpture,  but  all  in  admirable  taste. 
The  interior  is  in  the  form  of  the  Greek  cross,  and 
the  roof  is  sustained  by  twelve  pillars,  upon  each  of 
which  is  suspended  a  picture  of  an  apostle.  The 
picture  of  St.  Sebastian,  which  the  visitor  can 
hardly  fail  to  notice^  was  painted  by  Guide  Neri, 
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and  was  purchased  for  this  church  at  an  expense 
of  twenty  thousand  francs.  Three  magnificent 
glass  lustres,  in  modem  stjle,  depend  fiom  the 
roof.  The  peculiar  character  of  this  church  is 
gracefulness,  which  pervades  all  its  featives.  There 
is  near  the  principal  entrance  a  small  black  stone 
inserted  in  the  floor,  from  which  the  whole  interior 
may  be  viewed  with  the  greatest  advantage.  Thore 
is  a  very  beautiful  series  of  cloisters  attached  to 
this  edifice,  which  are  kept,  at  the  expense  of  the 
canons,  in  the  best  order. 

The  ecclesiastical  buildings  in  Treves  were, 
before  the  French  revolution,  much  more  nume- 
rous than  they  are  at  present ;  but  the  armies  of 
the  republic,  with  their  usual  ardour  for  destruc- 
tion, demolished  the  greater  number,  and  con- 
verted most  of  the  remainder  into  barracks  and 
stables.  The  cathedral  and  the  church  of  Our  Lady 
alone  escaped  their  vandal  hostility  to  every  thing 
tbat  was  magnificent  or  beautiful.  The  palace  of 
the  electors  and  bishops,  also  a  most  extensive  and 
sumptuous  pile,  has  experienced  a  similar  degrada- 
tion. It  was  erected  on  the  site  of  an  immense 
Roman  edifice,  the  original  appropriation  of  whieh 
u2 
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has  never  been  satisfactorily  explained.  It  was 
upon  a  colossal  plan.  Open  windows  of  a  vast 
height  may  be  traced  in  those  parts  of  the  building 
which  still  remain,  and  serve  to  give  an  extraor- 
dinary idea  of  the  plan  upon  which  it  was  con- 
structed, whatever  its  purpose  may  have  been. 
The  greater  part  of  it  was  demolished,  in  order  to 
afford  a  space  for  the  erection  of  the  palace  of  the 
electors. 

The  only  other  objects  worth  noticing  in  Treves, 
are  a  pillar  of  granite  raised  in  the  market-place, 
surmounted  by  a  cross,  said  to  have  been  raised  in 
commemoration  of  one  that  appeared  in  the  sky ; 
and  the  fragment  of  a  bridge  over  the  Moselle, 
mentioned  by  Tadtus,  and  believed  to  have  been 
originally  constructed  twenty-eight  years  B.C.  It 
was  blown  up  during  the  wars  of  Louis  XIV. 
Anciently  it  stood  in  the  middle  of  the  town, 
though  now  at  the  end  of  it,  thus  marking  the 
almost  genera]  ruin  in  which  this  once  imperial 
'  capital  has  been  involved.  The  piers,  still  remain- 
ing, are  composed  of  wonderfully  large  stones, 
which  are  supposed  to  have  been  supplied  by  the 
lava  quarries  of  Mendig. 
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The  pictures  of  crosses  in  the  sky  are  men- 
tioned by  many  old  chroniclers,  who  also  re- 
late frequently  the  phenomena  of  double  suns  and 
moons.  These  statements  are  most  generally  put 
down  to  the  account  of  superstition,  although  the 
improved  knowledge  of  atmospheric  influences 
which  we  have  lately  attained  serves  to  teach  us 
that  such  phenomena  are  within  the  legitimate 
circle  of  natural  occurrences.  The  apparition  of  a 
cross  in  the  heavens,  in,  I  think,  one  of  the  southern 
departments  of  France,  about  the  commencement 
of  the  summer  of  the  year  184S,  has  been  attested 
by  so  many  witnesses,  who  had  no  opportunity  of 
communicating  with  each  other,  that  no  doubt  can 
be  entertained  of  the  fact. 

These  double  suns  and  moons  and  aerial  crosses 
are  all  resolvable  into  causes,  which  arise  an  some 
cases  from  the  refractive,  in  others  from  the  reflec* 
tive,  powers  of  the  atmosphere.  The  appearance 
of  whole  villages  inverted  in  the  sky  is  a  fact  of  no 
rare  occurrence  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland :  in 
such  instances,  the  misty  air  acts  as  a  mirror.  !• 
have'  frequently  seen  my  own  hce  so  strongly  re«^ 
fleeted  in  the  dense  elements  of  a  London  fog  out- 
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tide  my  window,  that,  for  the  noyelty  of  the  thing 
I  have  shaved  in  it  without  the  aid  of  my  looking- 
glass.  Here  is  an  oocurrenoe  wdl  authenticated  t 
A  fanner  residing  at  the  foot  of  the  Fdids,  in  Lan. 
cashire,  happening  to  stand  outside  his  door  of  a 
amnmer  evening  while  a  heavy  dew  was  fallings 
looked  towards  the  ridge  of  the  haghts  above  him, 
and  distinctly  saw  what  he  bdieved  to  be  a  great 
number  of  horsemen  galloping  along  the  ridge  as 
fiist  as  their  steeds  could  go.  Knowing  that  those 
heights  were,  from  their  rocky  and  precipitous  ch»> 
sacter,  absolutely  inaccessible  to  equestrians  who 
did  not  choose  to  risk  their  lives  in  the  experiment^ 
he  called  his  neighbours  to  witness  the  extraordinary 
spectacle,  for  which  they  could  in  no  manner  ac- 
oount.  Their  united  testimony  upon  this  matter 
leaves  the  naturalist  no  room  to  doubt  the  correct* 
aess  of  their  statement  Upon  inxjuiry,  it  was 
finmd  that  a  single  horseman  rode  at  a  rapid  pace 
abng  a  lower,  and  not  dangerous,  dedtvity  of  the 
Felds  on  the  evening  in  question,  and  the  legitimate 
oondusioQ  is,  that  his  figure  was  nqt  only  thrown 
up  to  the  ridge,  but  multiplied  there  by  the  action 
of  the  atmoqphere.    Many  occurrences  of  this  kind 
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might  be  added,  if  I  were  disposed  to  shew  that 
we  really  live  in  a  world  of  "magic."  Several 
friends  of  mine  and  I,  while  sailing  up  the  Adria* 
tic,  beheld,  one  fine  afternoon,  an  Italian  forest 
completely  projected  on  the  sea,  with  its  yellow 
autumnal  foliage,  its  waving  branches,  and  its  occa- 
sional breaks,  through  which  deep  vistas  were 
opened.  The  tradition  about  the  cross  alleged  to 
have  been  seen  in  the  heavens  above  the  city  of 
Treves,  is  by  no  means  so  improbable  as  some 
sages  would  have  us  to  believe. 

I  could  have  wished  that  time  had  allowed  us  to 
prolong  our  sojourn  in  that  venerable  ruin  of  an 
ancient  capital.  In  Borne  one  hesitates  to  decide 
between  its  Christian  and  its  Pagan  claims  to  re- 
nown ;  but  in  Treves  all  is  old,  quaint,  and  pecu* 
liar,  supplying  the  spectator  with  the  shadowy 
spectacles  of  emperors,  diectors,  devastating  armies, 
sanguinary  wars,  moving  in  the  procession  of  ages, 
and  leaving  behind  them  solitude,  decay,  sepulchral 
monuments,  and  the  records  of  a  vainglory  which 
has  wholly  passed  away.  A  poet  of  the  fifteenth 
^xntury  (Conmd  Celles)  thus  describes  his  feelings 
while  .contemplating  this  most  interesting  city  :— 
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"  O  qunta  veftrii  moenibu  indTtii, 
Obliterata  eit  gloria  prindpnm, 
Viri  Trerirenies,  MoieUae 
Qui  gdidmn  bibitis  liquorem. 

**  Romam  Tiddmr  oenere  corrutam 
Pkonasnuna;  dam  feror  impiger 
Par  porticos,  portas,  et  aulas, 
Perque  palatia  prisca  regum. 

"  Passim  per  agros,  qiue  modo  conddiint, 
Fenmtqoe  odsis  cnlminibiii  sois, 
llialisque  snmmis  atriomm, 
Arboreos  fnitioes  et  herbas. 

«  Idola  DMrn  Tidimns  indyta 
Inscripta  sacris  sob  titulis  sois. 
In  plateis,  heu !  nullo  honore, 
Msrmoreis  recubare  lazis. 

"  Sepoklira  6r«ds  vidi  epitaphiis 
Inscripta,  bosta,  et  stare  sob  hortnlis ; 
Et  manibos  sacrata  f imctis, 

Uma  snprema  rqierta  in  sgro  est* 

**  Avara  quid  non  tempora  derorant  ? 
TVdere  metas  Hercolis  sneas : 
Nos  nostraqoe  inTolnmt  minisi 
Perpetao  rapiente  ooelo." 

These  stanzas  form  a  striking  contrast  with  the 
glowing  picture  given  of  Treves  and  the  Mosdle 
by  Ausonius,  in  his  welUknown  poem  upon  the 
beauties  of  that  river. 
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FMb  lit  in  medic  greniio  wcnrm  qneMil ; 
Iiqierii  Yim  q[Bod  ilift,  <iai»d  TCirtit,  et  aniit 
liiti  per  ciieutiuB  pracurroDt  mceoie  coiMi : 
Jjugn  trwDXpaSlo  pndabitar  amne  MoMlk, 
Loogiiiqiia  onmigiiiB  fcetMi  oomMffoli  tBmt/* 
Man  and  his  empires,  bis  marts  of  oommoroe  and 
luxury,  his  palaces,  and  towers,  and  towns,  pass 
away ;  but  the  works  of  nature  ever  remain,  as 
young,  as  vigorous,  as  grand,  as  beautiful,  and  as 
imperishable  as  when  they  first  left  her  plastic 

hand.    He  line 

"  XiOOsinqiui  onmiipiUB  ycutiiii  oomneraui  tCRW 
no  longer  iq[>plie8  to  the  Moselle ;  but  Auscmius 
has  cdebrated  no  charm  in  the  rirer  itself  which 
does  not  still  exist,  and  which  is  not  quite  as  fresh 
and  captirating  as  it  was  when  first  he  saluted  that 
ever-flowing  river. 

'' Siife  aomif,  Unuiate  agrit,  kndite  OQlonis ; 
DignatB  imperio  debent  coi  moenia  BelgSf 
Amnii  odorifero  joga  vitea  oonnte  BaooiiOy 
Connte  gramineas  anmii  TiridiMlme  ripai ! 

•  «  •  « 

Bla  frnenda  palam  species,  qinim  glaucos  opaco, 
Respondet  colli  flaYius,  frondere  Tidentnr 
flnmiiid  latioes  et  palmite  consitiis  amni*— 
Qnis  color  iUe  radis,  sens  qaiim  protulit  vmbnyi 
Hesperus  et  Tiridi  perfiindit  monte  MoaeUam !'' 
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Some  tkne  prerioas  to  the  period  of  our  visit  to 
Treves,  the  Moselle  was  regularly  navigated  from 
Metz  to  Coblenz  only  by  public  barges,  pretty 
-well  fitted  out,  which  plied  up  and  down  the  river 
twice  a  week,  or  by  private  boats  specially  engaged 
for  the  purpose— a  mode  of  conveyance  subject  to 
uncertainty  and  dday,  for  the  river  winds  so  much 
in  its  course,  that  it  makes  the  distance  twice  as 
great  between  Metz  and  Cologne  as  it  would  be  by 
a  direct  road.  The  winds  therefore  that  in  one 
part  of  the  river  would  be  favourable,  in  another 
would  be  just  the  reverse.  Besides,  these  boats, 
whether  public  or  private,  always  stopped  at  night, 
and  landed  their  passengers  at  inns  generally  of  an 
inferior  character,  although  the  charges  were  exor- 
bitant enough,  especially  to  English  traveUers. 
These  circumstances,  added  to  the  fact  that  the 
Mosdle  lies  out  of  the  great  thoroughfieue  from 
England  to  Germany  by  the  Rhine,  have  conspired 
to  render  the  former  river  almost  as  little  known  to 
my  countrymen  in  general  as  the  Danube  was 
before  I  steamed  down  that  magnificent  river. 
Stanfield  and  Harding  had  indeed  already  illus- 
trated some  of  the  most  striking  views  on  the  banks 
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of  the  Moselle,  by  their  incomparable  drawings, 
but  no  English  tourist,  that  I  know  of,  except  the 
editor  of  Murra/s  admirable  <<  Hand-Book,^ 
whose  index  to  its  attractions  is  necessarily  very 
compendious,  had  attempted  to  describe  the  beau- 
tiful scenery  with  which  that  river  abounds,  at 
^ery  point  of  its  course  between  Coblenz  and 
Treves.  Higher  up  the  stream,  as  far  as  Metz,  the 
Moselle  wears  rather  a  tame  character ;  it  is  only 
bdow  Treves  that  we  behold  it  decked  out  in  all 
its  ornaments. 
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CHAPTER  XXII. 

Steam  NftTigation  of  the  Mofdle.  Our  Embarkation.  The  Coon- 
try  YiUage  of  PfalieL.  Foifea  of  Qnint.  Curves  in  the  River. 
ViUage  of  Biol.  Saloon  of  the  Vessel.  A  Farmer.  Village  of 
Trittenheim.  The  Friar  Trithemins.  Aocosation  of  Sorcery. 
The  Friar's  Celebrity.  Calomnies  against  Urn.  Inyocafions  of 
the  Dead.  Mary  of  Bnignndy.  An  Incantation.  The  Friar's 
Doctrine. 

Some  experiments,  with  a  view  to  the  steam 
navigation  of  the  river,  had  been  made  in  the 
summer  of  1840,  by  a  spirited  company  fonned  at 
Coblenz ;  but  I  believe  they  were  rather  irregular, 
and  received  at  first  no  great  encouragement.  The 
bed  of  the  river  offered  many  impediments,  which 
the  Prussian  government  has  spared  no  expense  in 
endeavouring  to  remove ;  and  it  was  only  in  the 
summer  of  1841  that  steam-boats  were  fully  esta- 
blished on  the  river.  We  embarked  in  one  of  these 
at  five  o^clock  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  of  July 
(1841).     For  the  last  day  or  two  the  weather  had 
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been  by  no  means  agreeable ;  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  rain,  and  on  the  morning  we  setout,  rather 
a  high  wind.  A  small  steamer  started  for  Metz 
shortly  before  we  left  our  moorings.  There  were 
very  few  passengers  on  board  of  either  vessel. 
Some  difficulty  at  first  occurred  in  getting  one  of 
our  paddle-wheels  into  motion,  but  the  matter 
being  soon  set  right  by  the  engineer,  we  proceeded 
on  our  course. 

The  country  presented  at  some  distance  on  our 
right  an  agreeable  range  of  hill,  and  on  the  left 
hamlets  in  the  midst  of  corn-fields,  which  liad  just 
yielded  their  treasures  to  the  sickle.  The  cathedral 
and  towers  of  "  Our  Lady's  Church,''  in  Treves, 
were  still  in  view.  As  we  advanced,  the  hills  on 
our  right  assumed  a  bolder  character;  they  were 
all  cultivated  to  the  top.  Within  the  bosom  of  a 
semicircular  series  of  eminences  on  our  left,  a 
pretty  village,  with  its  picturesque  church,  shone 
out  in  a  partial  gleam  of  the  sun.  Close  to  the 
bank  on  our  right  is  the  village  of  Pfalzel,  beau- 
tifully, but  most  dangerously  situated,  for  when- 
ever the  river  rises  considerably  above  its  banks, 
Pfalzel  is  almost  certain  to  be  swept  away  by  the 
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inundatioo.  Frequent  instances  of  this  calamity 
have  occurred,  but  still  the  village  is  qpeedily 
restored  after  the  flood  has  subsided.  It  is  sur^ 
rounded  by  a  number  of  fruit-trees.  The  chief 
occupation  of  its  inhabitants  appears  to  be  the 
culture  of  vegeCables  for  supplying  the  market  of 
Treves.  A  little  lower  down  the  small  stream  of 
the  Ruwer  falls  into  the  Moselle.  Here  com- 
menced the  aqueduct  which,  in  former  ages,  sup- 
plied the  amphitheatre  of  Treves  with  water. 

Makmg  a  sudden  bend  to  the  left^  a  bold 
promontory  seems  almost  to  forbid  further  pro- 
.gress.  Opposite  to  it  is  Quint,  whose  lofty  chimneys 
indicate  its  extensive  forges  and  wcnrks  for  the 
smelting  of  the  iron  ore  which  abounds  in  the 
neighbouring  mountains.  The  iroa  of  Quint  en- 
joys a  high  reputation,  and  is  much  sought  after. 
Had  not  our  helmsman  been  stationed  on  an  ele- 
vated platform,  after  the  excell^t  plan  of  the 
American  steam-boats,  it  would  have  been  often 
difficult  for  him  to  have  directed  the  course  of  the 
vessel,  so  sharp  are  the  turns  of  the  river.  Running 
round  the  point  of  the  promontory  just  mentioned, 
the  river,  pressed  within  a  narrow  diannel,  wheded 
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around  i^th  so  much  more  rapidity  on  the  left 
than  on  the  right  bank,  that  the  waters  near  the 
former  were  actually  higher  than  they  were  near 
the  latter,  where  the  current  was  more  sluggish* 
The  point  of  the  promontory  is,  in  fact,  the  apex 
of  a  triangle,  along  whose  second  side  we  then  ran 
in  a  comparatively  smooth  stream,  which  widened 
considerably  as  we  approached  Rid,  the  Rigo- 
dulum  of  the  Romans.  Tacitus  mentions  a  con- 
flict of  some  importance  which  took  place  here 
between  the  men  of  Treves  and  the  Roman 
l^ons. 

The  wind  had^been  by  this  time  somewhat 
abated,  and  the  day  clearing  up,  the  sun  shone 
out  with  so  much  force  that  we  were  obliged  to 
seek  shade  in  the  cabin.  It  was  indeed  a  transition, 
realizing  the  old  adage,  '^  from  the  frying-pan  into 
the  fire.^  The  principal  saloon  was  constructed 
close  by  the  boilers,  so  that  the  heat  of  the 
chamber  was  utterly  intolerable.  The  smell  of 
the  coals  used  in  the  furnace  was  moreover  so  sul- 
{diurous  and  overpowering,  that  we  were  glad  to 
make  our  escape  again  to  the  deck,  and  drink  in 
the  fresh  breeze  wherever  we  could  find  it 
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Most  of  the  village  churches  which  presented 
themselyes  to  the  eye  in  various  directions  wear  a 
remarkably  gay  appearance.  The  walls  and  a 
•portion  of  the  slated  steeples  are  usually  whitened, 
and  on  the  top  of  the  graceful  spire  is  usually  a 
gilded  vane,  glittering  in  the  light. 

We  took  in  from  a  little  hamlet  which  we  passed 
two  passengers,  one  a  deigyman  from  Luxembm^, 
who  was  on  his  way  to  Bertrick,  celebrated  for  its 
mineral  springs,  which  he  intended  to  drink.  He 
represented  the  waters,  £rom  his  own  experience, 
as  eminently  beneficial  to  those  invalids  who  stood 
in  need  of  tonics.  The  other  accessi<»i  to  our  list 
of  voyagers  was.a  very  fine  specimen  of  a  farmer 
of  these  countries.  He  "wore  a  straw  hat,  a  bloe 
blouse,  brown  doth  trousers,  encased  fiXMai  the 
knee  to  the  ande  in  leather,  and  strong  boots  be> 
neath.  He  had  ashort  stick,  with  a  knot  at  the 
end  of  it,  and  fastened  to  his  hand  by  a  stout 
leather  string.  On  ope  of  his  fingers  appeared  a 
massive  gold  ring,  and  in  his  ears  rings  of  the  same 
material.  He  wore  a  free  and  fearless  air,  of  the 
old  Teutonic  style. 

The  reader  may  imagine  the  extent  to  which  the 
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Moselle  winds  here,  when  he  learns  that  after 
^weeping  round  by  the  small  hamlet,  we  proceeded 
for  some  miles  in  a  due  eastern  course,  and  then  as 
rapidly  receding  to  the  west,  arrived  at  Neumagen, 
precisely  opposite  to  the  hamlet  just  mentioned. 

Before  reaching  Neumagen,  we  passed  by  Trit- 
tenheim,  wHich,  though  a  large  village,  containing 
upwards  of  800  inhabitants,  is  scarcely  visible 
from  the  river,  on  account  of  the  number  of  fruit- 
trees  within  which  it  is  embosomed  down  to  this 
point ;  the  vines  on  either  side  of  the  Moselle  are 
said  to  produce  a  very  inferior  sort  of  wine  :  here 
they  begin  rapidly  to  improve  in  quality.  Tritten* 
heim  is  remarkable  as  being  the  birthplace  of  an 
abb^  named  Trithemius,  who  was  greatly  advanced 
beyond  his  age  in  genius  and  learning  of  various 
kinds*  He  was  bom  in  the  year  146S,  and  irom 
his  earliest  boyhood  evinced  a  strong  desire  to  pur- 
Sue  the  cultivation  of  his  mind,  rather  than  that  of 
the  vineyards,  to  which  hia  father  wished  to  confine 
him.  With  a  view  to  accomplish  his  purpose  he 
escaped  to  Treves,  and  upon  representing  his  wishes 
to  a  holy  friar,  belonging  to  one  of  the  many  con* 
vents  then  flourishing  in  that  city,  he  was  admitted 
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within  the  monastery,  and  applied  himself  to  his 
studies  with  so  much  assiduity,  that  he  was  events 
ually  ordained  priest,  and  took  up  his  abode  in  a 
convent  near  Mayence. 

The  discipline  of  this  establishment  had  fallea 
into  a  lamentable  condition,  but,  by  his  energies, 
it  was  speedily  reformed.  His  own  example,  as 
well  as  his  earnest  exhmtations,  inspired  his  In^ 
thren  with  a  love  of  learning,  and  in  due  season  he 
enjoyed  the  happiness  of  seeing  those  who  had  pre* 
▼iously  loitered  away  their  time  in  idleneas,  atten« 
tively  emplojred  ;  some  in  preparing  pens,  ink,  and 
parchment;  some  in  transcribiug  the  Scriptures^ 
some  in  copying  other  useful  works,  some  in  bind* 
ing  the  books  when  finished,  and  others  in  illundk 
nadng  such  manuscripts  as  he  thought  worthy  of 
that  distinction. 

When  he  firH  entered  the  oonvent,  the  library  did 
not  contain  more  than  fifty  volumes  at  the  utmost ; 
when  he  finally  quitted  it,  the  library  shewed 
an  accumulation  of  nearly  two  thousand  volumes^ 
all  written  under  his  inspection.  Meantime  he  had 
oonposed  several  original  works,  and  made  a  oonspl* 
cuo«s  figure  in  some  public  controversies;  which  had 
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obtained  for  him  so  much  celebrity,  and  at  the  same 
time,  as  its  natural  accompaniment,  so  mudi  envy, 
that  he  was  accused  of  sorcery — the  fate  cf  many  of 
the  learned  men  of  those  times. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  abbe  had  given  no 
small  ground  for  these  accusations.  Borne  away 
by  the  enthusiasm  of  the  age  for  learning  the  great 
secrets  of  nature,  he  wrote  a  work  containing  some 
very  extraordinary  doctrines  concerning  the  pow- 
ers of  the  intellect ;  potions  of  which  he  commu- 
nicated to  a  learned  Carmelite  friar,  whom  he  sup- 
posed to  be  one  of  his  most  sincere  friends.  The 
Carmelite,  however,  freely  spoke  of  the  work  in 
puUic ;  but  instead  of  drawing  down  censures  upon 
the  author,  it  excited  such  general  wonder  and 
admiration,  that  the  learned  men  of  France  and 
Crermany,  the  Margravine  of  Baden,  the  electors  of 
the  Palatinate  and  of  Brandenburg,  and  great 
numbers  of  other  princes,  curious  savants,  and  per- 
sons of  every  degree,  crowded  to  the  omvent  of 
Sponheim,  where  the  abb6  then  was,  in  order  to 
get  a  sight  of  the  wonderful  book  itself.  Presents 
of  gold  and  precious  stones  showered  in  upon  him 
trom  all  quarters.  The  convent  was  daily  be- 
x2 
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sieged  by  visitors  from  the  most  remote  parts  of 
Europe. 

These  unlooked*for  results  tended  to  inflame  the 
hatred  of  his  enemies  to  such  an  extent,  that  they 
propagated  the  most  absurd  falsehoods  against  him; 
accused  him  of  being  in  communication  with  the 
infernal  spirits,  and  of  being  enabled  to  summon 
before  him  any  person  with  whom  he  thought  fit 
to  hold  a  conversation.  Amongst  other  things  it 
was  said,  that,  touched  by  the  profound  grief  by 
which  the  emperor  Maximilian  was  afflicted,  upon 
the  death  of  his  beloved  spouse,  Mary  of  Burgundy, 
the  abbe  proposed  to  produce  her  shade  before  him. 
The  emperor  accepted  the  offer  with  unbounded 
delight  Attended  only  by  a  diamberlain,  he  pro* 
oeeded  to  an  apartment  fixed  upon  for  the  incantation, 
where  he  found  the  abbe  already  waiting,  with  the 
various  instruments  of  his  black  art  around  him. 
The  doors  and  windows  of  the  chamber  being  made 
perfectly  secure,  the  magidan  proceeded  in  his 
operations,  and  in  a  few  minutes  Mary  appeared 
before  him,  arrayed  in  all  the  charms  of  her  youth, 
and  in  the  magnificent  attire  of  an  empress. 

But  the  emperor  was  incredulous;  he  said  be 
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never  could  be  persuaded  that  it  was  the  shade  of  his 
lost  wife,  unless  he  could  find  upon  the  nape  of  her 
neck  a  wart  which  was  there  in  her  lifetime.  He 
accordingly  examined  her  neck,  and  when  he  found 
there  the  veritable  token  of  which  he  was  in  search, 
he  believed,  and  was  forthwith,  by  way  of  punish* 
ment  for  his  momentary  distrust  in  the  power  of 
the  magician,  transported  himself  into  the  lower 
world,  with  all  its  horrors.  Not  much  relishing 
this  part  of  the  incantation,  he  cried  out  to  the 
abbe  to  put  an  end  to  it,  sharply  reproved  him  for. 
carrying  it  on  so  far,  and  forbade  him  ever  again  to 
be  guilty  of  so  great  an  act  of  temerity. 

This,  and  a  thousand  other  similar  stories,  hav- 
ing been  circulated  against  the  abbe,  he  was  of 
course  reputed  as  one  of  the  great  magicians  of  the 
age. 

He  had  the  courage  to  affirm  in  one  of  his  works, 
that  when  he  was  in  a  fit  of  inspiration,  he  could 
communicate  to  any  person,  no  matter  how  distant 
from  him  at  the  moment,  all  his  thoughts,  with- 
out those  thoughts  being  embodied  in  words,  or  in 
signs  of  any  description.  He  taught  also,  that  at 
the  commencement  of  the  world,  seven  angels  were 
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set  orer  the  seven  planets ;  and  yet  that  he  held  no 
doctrine  inconsistent  with  the  fsith  of  the  Cathcdic 
church,  to  whidi  he  defiencd  in  all  things.  His 
works,  most  of  which  are  still  extant,  are  distin- 
guished by  great  learning,  intermixed  with  mystical 
ideas,  whidi  afforded  to  his  enemies  but  too  many 
materials  for  their  calumnies.  He  suffered  much  in 
health  from  their  incessant  persecutioosy  and  at 
length  died,Iiterally  broken-hearted,  in  1516.  The 
little  cabin  in  which  he  was  bom  is  still  shewn  at 
TrittenheiQu 
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Cimp  of  ConiifintiTie.  Nenmagen.  Airial  Crois.  Seen  by  the 
Emperor  and  Ui  l^oope.  Conttantine't  Viiioii.  He  edopte 
tibeCrav  far  hb  Standard.  GOiboii.  Bemtioi  of  the  MoaeOe. 
Village  of  Fleqpoit.  Beat  Winea.  Charmiiig  Lendicapei. 
Vfaieyardi.  Gardena.  Hio  ddidoiia  Brannerberger.  HiUnpon 
which  it  SagrowiL  CoUWindi.  CardinBl  de  Caa.  HiaHoa- 
piftaL  Letter  to  ita  riotont  Imnatea.  Bemcaatle.  KTipiritfi 
Scenery.    Ancient  Mannera.    Charncter  of  the  Moaelle. 

Along  the  bank  on  our  right,  a  range  of  high 
and  banen  mountains  covered  the  country  to  a 
great  extent,  and  aeem^  to  allow  but  little  space 
for  the  <^  inclyta  castra  Constantini,**  which  Auso- 
nius  represents  as  having  existed  at  Neumagen,  or 
Noyiomagus.  The  emperor  had  an  extensive  palace 
here,  the  materials  of  whidi  are  said  to  have  been 
emidoyed  in  the  erection  oi  one  or  more  of  the 
numerous  monasteries  that  formerly  abounded  in 
all  parts  of  this  country.  The  river,  the  peculiar 
aptitude  of  the  soil  for  the  growth  of  vines  of  the 
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best  description,  and  the  eminently  beautiful  scenery 
presented  to  the  eye  at  every  bend  of  the  Moaelle, 
no  doubt  bad  their  weight  with  the  good  ntonks 
in  inducing  them  to  fix  their  abode  in  these 
quarters. 

It  was  somewhere  near  Neumagen^  if  the  local 
traditions  are  to  be  believed,  that  Constantine  be* 
held  the  cross  in  the  sky»  on  which  appeared  the 
words  ^^  In  hoc  signo  vinoes^^  Eusebius,  following 
the  narrative  of  the  emperor,  mentions  the  pheno- 
menon in  these  terms : — <<  When  now  the  sun  bad 
ascended  the  middle  heavens,  and  was  rather  in- 
clining towards  the  time  of  afternoon,  he  (the 
emperor)  declared  that  he  beheld  in  the  heavens, 
with  bis  open  eyes,  the  form  of  a  cross  glittering 
with  effulgent  light,  and  upon  it  the  inscription  of 
the  words— <  In  hoc  vince.'''^ 

Constantine  was  marching  in  the  afternoon  at  the 
head  of  his  legions,  when  this  phenomenon  is  said 
to  have  occurred.  It  was  seen  by  the  whole  army, 
to  whom,  of  course,  it  was  an  object  of  inexplicable 
wonder.  He  could  not  find  amongst  his  courtiers, 
nor  amongst  the  (Pagan)  priests  who  were  with  the 
army,  any  person  to  give  him  an  explanation  of  the 
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aerial  crosa.  He  continued  bis  march  until  evening, 
when  he  retired  to  repose.  During  the  night  he  is 
said  to  have  had  a  vision,  in  which  he  saw  the 
Redeemer  holding  in  his  hand  a  cross,  exactly  re* 
sembling  that  which  he  had  observed  in  the  heavens; 
it  is  added  that  the  Saviour  directed  him  to  make 
one  of  the  same  form,  and  to  attach  to  it  the  stan- 
dard  which  was  carried  before  him  in  battle ;  and 
that  be  assured  the  emperor,  that  by  virtue  of  the 
cross  he  would  conquer  all  his  enemies. 

The  moment  Constantine  awoke,  he  communi- 
cated his  vision  to  his  confidential  firiends ;  he  sent 
for  some  jewdlers  (a  circumstance  which  is  sup> 
posed  to  indicate  his  arrival  at  Treves),  to  whom 
he  gave  orders  for  the  fabrication  of  a  cross  of  gdld, 
according  to  a  model  with  which  he  himself  sup- 
plied them.  Eusebius  describes  it  as  a  lance  orna- 
mented with  gold,  and  traversed  by  a  piece  of  wood, 
which  gave  it  the  form  of  a  cross.  At  the  bottom 
there  was  a  crown  of  gold  ornamented  with  dia- 
monds, beneath  which  was  the  monogram  of  Jesus 
Christ*  Upon  the  arms  of  the  cross  was  suspended 
the  imperial  standard  in  purple,  skilfully  em- 
broidered with  gold,  and  enriched  with  precious 
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Stones.  Upon  the  lanoe  itself,  and  beneath  the 
cross,  were  incrusted  the  portraits  of  the  emperor 
and  his  sons.  The  promise  which  had  been  given 
to  him  was  realized ;  <*  he  did,^  says  an  old  chio> 
nide,  <^  conquer  his  enemies  by  the  power  of  the 
Labanim  (the  mysterious  banner  was  so  called)9and 
his  victory  was,  at  the  same  time,  the  symbol  of 
the  triumph  of  Christianity  over  Paganism. 

No  ancient  historian  has  mentioned  the  place 
where  Constantine  is  said  to  have  bdield  this 
heavenly  sign.  Gibbon  finds  in  the  silence  of 
Eusebius  upon  this  point  grounds  for  withhdding 
his  bdief  altogether  from  this  miraculous  event. 
Other  authors  suppose  it  to  have  occurred  at 
Besan^on,  Lyons,  and  Sinxig. 

So  far  we  have  been  navigating  the  upper 
Moselle,  where  the  vines  have  been  nearly  all  of  a 
very  inferior  quality,  the  hills  barren,  and  the 
scenery  by  no  means  comparable  with  that  of  the 
lower  parts  of  the  river.  The  richness  and  the  full 
beauties  of  the  Mosdle  may  be  said  to  begin  at 
Emmel,  a  village  placed  beneath  a  bold  and  lofty 
promontory,  to  which  we  made  nearly  a  direct 
course  from  Neumagen.    At  a  short  distance  frmn 
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Emmel^  and  on  the  opposite  bank,  is  Pietport, 
where  the  best  of  the  most  odebrated  wines  of  the 
Mosdle  are  produced.  One  peroeires  immediatelj 
in  the  moie  imponng  size  of  serend  houses,  and  in 
the  appearance  of  the  people  of  the  villagey  who 
crowded  the  bank  as  we  approadied  it,  all  the  in* 
dications  of  a  country  teeming  with  the  choicest 
gifts  of  nature.  They  were  all  neatly  dreseed, 
healthy,  and  joyous:  the  women  were  oomdy  and 
gay.  They  had  only  to  look  at  the  fine  hills  above 
their  village,  whidi  seemed  all  one  vineyard,  and  in 
the  most  promifling  oooditioD,  to  aasure  themselves 
of  the  abundant  wealth  which  the  approaching  vin- 
tage had  in  store  for  them.  There  is  a  handsome 
old  church  in  the  village,  with  three  towers,  one  of 
which  is  crowned  by  a  deme,  and  in  the  early 
Gothic  i^yle.  The  cottages  near  the  margin  of  the 
stream  are  remarkably  neat,  and  every  one  had  in 
its  windows  bouquets  of  flowers. 

Beluetantly  quitting  this  charming  village,  we 
almost  instantly  lost  sight  of  it,  as  we  wheeled  about 
abruptly  to  the  right,  and  steamed  away  in  a  south- 
eastern direction,  as  if  we  had  no  sort  of  intention 
of  going  <m  to  Coblenz,  like  a  lover  running  away 
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ffom  his  mistress  in  a  momentary  despair.    But 
we  had  no  feeling  of  that  description,  for  the  pros* 
pects  that  opened  upon  us  every  moment  seemed 
the  work  of  magic,  varying  in  outline,  feature,  and 
colour,  but  all   contending  with    each  other  in 
beauty :  rich  successions  of  hills  planted  with  vines 
to  the  summit,  but  affording  space  below  for  num« 
berless  villages  and  churches,  whose  spires  peep  up 
over  groups  of  trees,  which  afforded  a  welcome 
shade  from  the  now  brilliant  sun  to  the  comfortable 
cottages  embosomed  amongst  them.    Gardens  wdl 
stocked  with  vegetables,  and  all  the  flowers  of  the 
season,  were  near  enough  to  the  smooth  mirror  of 
the  Moselle  to  behold  themselves  reflected  there  in 
all  their  charms. 

After  talcing  a  peep  at  the  interior  of  the  country 
in  a  southern  direction,  we  resumed  our  course 
northward,  and  curving  westward  slightly,  reached 
Dusemont,  whence  the  amateur  of  Moselle  mnea 
derives  that  exquisite  kind  denominated  Brauner- 
berger.  The  picturesque  hills  upon  which  the 
wine  is  grown  are  separated  from  Dusemont  by 
the  Moselle ;  so  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  village 
have  in  view  before  them  not  only  the  sources  of 
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their  wealth,  but  also  ranges  of  the  most  delicious 
scenery  which  can  be  found  in  any  part  of  the 
world.  The  Braunerberg,  the  hill  upon  which  the 
wine  grows,  is  of  a  peculiarly  graceful  form,  rising 
from  an  ample  base  below,  and  gradually  tapering 
upwards,  but  not  to  a  point,  gently  rounded  in 
every  direction,  until  it  terminates  in  a  convex. 
It  is  often  remarkable  that  where  nature  bestows 
her  most  valuable  gifts,  she  signalizes  them  also 
with  some  marks  of  her  own  beauty. 

At  a  short  distance  from  Dusemont  is  Mulheim, 
where  two  small  brooks,  coming  from  the  south, 
fall  into  the  Moselle.  One  of  these  is  said  to 
contain  particles  of  gold.  We  proceeded  between 
banks  increasing,  as  we  advanced,  in  attractions, 
well  peopled  by  smiling  villagers,  and  presenting 
tokens  of  general  content  and  happiness  such  as 
<me  rarely  meets  with  elsewhere.  We  had  occa- 
sional drawbacks  upon  the  sensations  with  which 
these  scenes  inspired  us,  in  gusts  of  wind  so  cold, 
that  it  seemed  as  if  they  came  from  the  pole  itself. 
To  guard  against  them  we  were  obliged  instantly 
to  snatch  up  our  cloaks  and  wrap  them  closely 
around  us» 
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JuBt  before  arriving  at  the  rather  important  town 
of  Bemcastle^  we  passed  Cues,  famousfor  itsfao^i- 
tal,  which  wasfoundedintheyear  1438  by  the  ode- 
hraled  Cardinal  de  C  usa,  a  native  of  the  village,  and 
said,  but  incorrectly,  to  have  been  the  son  of  a 
poor  fisherman.  It  was  intended  for  the  reception 
of  thirty-three  invalids,  in  honour  of  the  number  of 
years  during  which  our  Saviour  lived  upon  eardi. 
Six  of  these  were  to  be  priests,  six  gentlemen,  and 
twenty-one  of  the  class  of  bourgeoisie.  Although 
the  revenues  of  the  establishment  increased  con- 
siderably in  the  course  of  time,  the  number  of 
invalids  always  continued  the  same.  Upon  entering 
the  hospital  thej  made  a  tow  of  obedience  and 
fidelity  to  the  rector,  and  assumed  a  grey  habit. 
They  had  cdls  assigned  to  them,  but  they  lived  in 
common,  and  had  all  the  external  appearance  of 
being  members  of  a  rdigious  order. 

A  curious  letter  ia  extant,  written  by  an  arch- 
bishop who  was  one  of  the  iqppointed  viators  of  the 
hospital,  which  pretty  well  shews  that  dus  asylom 
for  old  age  and  infirmity  was  not  always  the  abode 
of  perfect  sobriety  and  peaoe.  It  is  dated  in  De- 
cember  in  1673,  and  is  addressed  to  the  lay- 
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brothers   of    the    hospitaL      The    letter    runs 
thus:— 

^<  We  have  learned  from  unqdestionable  sources, 
that  some  amongst  you  frequent  the  cabarets,  and 
drink  to  excess ;  that  you  withhold  the  obedience 
which  is  due  to  the  rector,  and  that  you  even 
strike  with  your  naked  fists,  knock  down,  and 
Tidiently  beat  the  peaceful  and  orderiy  brethren  of 
the  house,  whom  you  keep  constantly  in  fear  of 
theur  Uves.    All  this  displeases  me  exceedingly. 
You    are   therefore  hereby    required,  each   and 
every  one  of  you,  to  abstam,  henoeforthi  from 
making  a  racket  or  ndse  of  any  kind  or  degree 
whatsoever ;  carefully  to  avoid  tippling  and  drunk- 
enness; to  pay  to  the  rector  all  due  obedience;  not 
to  oppose  his  orders  by  word  or  deed;  to  be  very 
careful  not  to  lay  your  hands  upon  him;  not  to 
offend  him  in  any  way,  nor  to  attack  him  by  force 
of  arms.    In  fine^  I  hereby  require  of  you  to  observe 
each  and  every  of  the  statutes  and  rules  of  the 
hospital,  such  as  they  are  read  to  you  every  quar* 
ter.     This  is  our  inflexible  wilL'* 

Bemcastle,  which  is  a  little  below  Cues,  is  a 
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town  of  at  least  2,000  inhabitants.  We  stopped 
here  for  nearly  an  hour,  as  our  captain  had  some 
merchandize  to  deliver.  It  is  situated  in  a  very 
narrow  valley,  beneath  a  lofty  precipitous  pile  of 
the  Hunstruck  mountains,  which  press  boldly  here 
upon  the  Moselle.  Indeed,  below  the  town»  so 
closely  do  the  mountains  approach  the  shore,  that 
the  road  is  scarcely  wide  enough  to  allow  of  two 
carriages  passing  one  another.  Upon  the  highest 
point  of  the  mountain  are  seen  the  ruins  of  an 
ancient  castle,  of  which  two  towers,  one  called  the 
Mandatthiirme,  the  other  the  Castle,  remained  in 
good  preservati(»i  until  they  were  destroyed  by  the 
French  in  the  early  part  of  the  revolutionary  wars. 
From  these  ruins,  one  of  the  most  magnificent 
views  of  the  Moselle,  and  of  the  country  on  eadi 
aide,  to  a  vast  distance,  may  be  obtained.  The 
situation  of  the  town  itself  is  peculiarly  beautiful, 
seated  beneath  savage  rocks,  from  which  a  fine 
cascade  tumbles,  until  it  reaches  the  river,  having 
pearly  opposite  to  it  the  noble  hospital  of  Cass, 
and  possessing  within  its  own  precincts  an  ex- 
tremely handsome  parish  church,  dedicated  to  St. 
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Michaely  and  an  ancient  convait  of  the  Capuchins. 
The  steeple  of  the  church  is  tall  and  graceful^ 
rising  to  an  almost  imperceptible  point.  Eight 
small  towers,  besides,  decorate  the  edifice,  which  is 
erected  in  the  pointed  style.  The  view  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  Moselle,  upon  which  no  moun- 
tain appears,  but  an  undulating  plain,  richly  culti- 
vated, contrasts  in  a  most  striking  manner  with  the 
precipitous  heights  of  the  Hunstruck,  and  charms 
the  mind  with  its  smiling,  animated,  varied,  ex- 
panded fields  of  beauty,  perfect  in  all  its  attri- 
butes. 

It  does  not  injure  this  picture. to  add,  that  the 
inhabitants  of  Bemcastle  are  said  still  to  retain 
much  of  their  ancient  customs,  and  that  they 
present  in  their  conduct  towards  each  other,  and 
also  to  strangers,  the  most  amiable  dispositions. 
'  Frank  in  their  manners,  cordial  in  their  friendships, 
deeply  attached  to  the  religion  of  their  fathers, 
which  they  practise  with  a  most  becoming  piety, 
they  uniformly  wear  an  air  of  cheerfulness  and 
even  of  gaiety,  which  speaks  the  innocence  of  the 
heart  within.    This  character  belonged  formerly 
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to  most  of  the  population,  who,  to  borrow  a  classic 
phrase,  **  drank  of  the  waters  "  of  the  Mosdle. 
Cliurdhes,  monasteries,  and  religious  houses  a{q)ear 
to  have  been  in  no  part  of  Christendom  so  nume- 
rous as  they  were  in  the  middle  ages,  and  down 
even  to  a  later  period,  upon  the  banks,  or  at  least 
not  remote  from  the  confines  of  this  enchanting 
nver. 

Nor  is  this  surpri^g.  The  perrading  charac- 
ter of  the  Moselle  is  beauty ;  not  beauty  of  a  kind 
that  may  be  passed  by  and  easily  forgotten,  but 
strongly  defined ;  never  aspiring  to  the  sublime,  but 
next  to  it  in  the  diapason  of  that  heavenly  harmony 
which  breathes  throughout  the  creation.  I  hare 
seen  those  parts  of  the  Rhine  which  are  admitted, 
universally,  to  com{»ehend  its  principal  attractions, 
but  they  are,  according  to  my  taste,  inferior  to 
those  of  the  Moselle.  They  want  the  mspl- 
rstion  of  design,  the  completeness  of  outline,  the 
true  grace  of  form,  the  £qpoation  of  principal  and 
accessorial  objects,  the  exquimte  sunshine  and 
edierial  shade,  which  the  Mosdle  and  its  banks 
exhibit.    Those  who  admiie  Dante  would  prefer 
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the  Rhine;  those  who  worship  Milton  ought  to 
seek  the  grandeur  of  the  Danube ;  but  they  who 
love  Tasso  and  his  gardens  of  the  Hesperides 
would  find  on  the  MoseUe  much  to  remind  them  of 
the  genius  of  that  immortal  poet 


END   OF   VOLUME   I. 
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Mines  of  gold  and  silver  have  been  found  in  the 
Hunstruck  Mountains.  Veins  of  lead  and  copper 
also  exist  in  them,  which  appear  to  have  been 
worked  in  former  ages  to  a  considerable  extent, 
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2  GOLD  AND  SILVER  MINES. 

These  mining  operations  were  resumed  about  the 
middle  of  the  eighteenth  century,  by  two  brothers 
named  PidoU,  the  sons  of  a  French  officer  who  had 
married  a  rich  heiress  at  Qtiint.  They  obtained  in 
1748  a  grant  of  all  the  minerals  in  the  <<  grand 
bailliage^'  of  Bemcastle,  gold  alone  excepted. 
They  carried  on  their  researches  with  eminent 
success.  They  found  many  galleries,  previously 
unknoMm,  perfectly  formed,  and  in  such  order  of 
preparation,  that  it  would  appear  as  if  they  had 
been  abruptly  abandoned,  by  reason  of  a  plague, 
or  a  hostile  invasion,  or  some  other  sudden  and 
overwhelming  cause.  They  r&opened  several  of 
the  ancient  mines,  and  made  new  excavations,  the 
results  of  which  afforded  thaoi  remuneration  far 
beyond  their  most  sanguine  hopes.  Copper,  lead, 
and  silver,  were  found  in  great  abundance. 

In  1790  these  mines  were  all  in  full  operation, 
when  the  brothers  Pidoll  were  compelled  by  the 
French  to  emigrate.  When  they  returned  they  no 
longer  possessed  the  capital  which  the  works  re. 
quired,  and  they  assigned  them  to  a  M.  Stock  who 
carried  them  on  until  1841,  when  his  lease  termi* 
nated.     They  are  now  in  the  handa  of  the  Demoi- 


Digitized  by  V3OOQ1C 


EXTRAORDINARY  CXOUDS.  3 

selles  de  Pidoll,  the  sole  heiresses  of  the  property, 
and  as  they  possess  neither  the  capital,  nor,  of  course, 
the  skill  or  spirit  of  aiterprise  which  such  opera- 
tions require,  the  works  have  ceased  for  some  time. 
It  would  be  well  that  some  of  our  English  capi- 
talists should  make  inquiry  upon  the  subject  of 
these  mines,  which  are  said  also  to  contain  Mag- 
nesia. Slate  quarries  abound  in  the  neighbour* 
hood. 

Soon  after  quitting  Bemcastle,  where  we  took  on 
board  several  military  officers,  I  observed  an  extras 
ordinary  formation  of  clouds  in  the  sky.    We  are 
told  by  Virgil  that  iEolus  always  kept  his  winds  in 
his  caverns  confined  in  sacks,  which  he  loosened 
Tvhenever  he  desired  to  throw  the  elements  into  dis- 
order, and  to  lift  the  waters  of  the  ocean  from  their 
deepest  recesses.      The  clouds  which  I  speak  of 
perfectly  realized  the  fable  of  the  poet,  so  far  as  the 
sack-like  appearance  was  concerned,  the  difference 
bein^,  that  these  reservoirs  of  wind  were  in  the 
heavens,  whereas  those  of  the  God  were  in  his 
caves.     Nothing  could  be  more  accurate  than  the 
resemblance.     Some  of  the  bags  appeared  larger 
than  others ;    they  were  arranged  in  close  succes- 
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sion  one  after  another,  lessening  gradually,  but  not 
very  materially,  their  necks  apparently  tied  by 
cords,  and  in  short  every  way  like  a  sack  of  flower 
prepared  to  be  carried  away  from  the  mill — the 
fDtnd-mill,  as  one    might  truly   say  in   this   in- 
stance.   They  were  thirteen  or  fourteen  in  number, 
and  terminated  in  a  field  of  cloud,  which  stretched 
far  beyond  them.     I  called  the  attention  of  the 
passengers  to  this  phenomenon ;  they  gazed  upon  it 
with  wonder,  declaring  that  they  never  beheld  any 
thing  like  it  before.      I  predicted  that  we  should 
speedily  have  a  whirlwind  of  no  ordinary  violence. 
We  had  the  majestic  ruins  of  Berncastle  still  in 
sight,  when  a  strong  wind  arose;  it  blew  hard,  as 
the  sailors  say,  and  there  was  a  lurid  light  on  the 
horizon  behind  us,  which  announced  an  approach- 
ing storm.     The  awning  on  deck  was  taken  down, 
as  the  gusts  threatened  every  moment  to  bear  it 
bodily  away-     We  apprehended  rain,  but  after  a 
few  showers  it  went  off,  although  the  sky  gave  any 
thing  but  promise  of  fine  weather.     The  houses  of 
the  numerous  villages  which  we  passed  by,  after 
leaving  Berncastle,  appeared   much  more  ancient 
than  those  on  the  borders  of  the  Upper  Moselle. 
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Their  gables  generally  faced  the  river,  and  bars 
of  woody  painted  in  various  colours  and  arranged 
in  ornamental  configurations,  afiter  the  Swiss 
fashion,  were  inserted  in  them. 

Upon  reaching  Graach  we  had  again  to  make  a 
wheel  about  to  the  left,  in  a  direction  right  opposite 
to  our  direct  course.  So  far  did  we  recede  that  we 
went  considerably  below  the  latitude  of  Bemcastle. 
Upon  the  Hunstruck  beyond  Graach,  the  French 
constructed  in  1796-6  a  pile  of  fortifications,  which 
they  called  the  Mont  National,  to  serve  as  a  paini 
€Pappu%  for  their  operations  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  Mose]le. .  The  most  elevated  part  of  the  works 
is  above  Graach,  and  is  connected  with  a  line  of 
intrenchments  which  are  nearly  on  a  level  with  the 
ridge  of  rocks  called  the  Stumpfenthurm.  The 
points  of  the  bastions  are  seen  farther  on.  The 
declivities  on  the  southern  side  are  covered  with 
vines;  the  other  sides  of  the  mountain  present  to  the 
eye  cultivated  fields,  wild  heaths,  forests,  and  barren 
rocks.  Marshal  Jourdan  had  at  one  time  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  cannons  mounted  cm  the  fortifica- 
tions just  mentioned. 

I^eaving  Graach  behind  us,  we  speedily  came  in 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


6  M£HL£N. 

view  of  Mehlen.  The  mountain  sides  on  our 
right  were  clothed  with  com-fieldsy  on  our  kf t  were 
vineyards  extending  as  far  as  the  eye  could  see. 
These  vineyards  still  preserve  a  high  reputationy^ 
but  not  so  much  so  as  formerly.  It  is  said  that 
the  soil  is  too  rich  and  the  vines  have  become  too 
old.  The  best  wine  in  this  neighbourhood  is  un- 
derstood to  be  that  grown  on  the  mountain  between 
Graach  and  Zeltingen.  On  our  right,  opposite  the 
village  of  Mehlen,  is  a  small  very  ancient  chapel^^ 
which  is  supposed  to  have  been  formerly  the 
Baptistery  for  all  the  country  round. 

The  beauty  of  the  Moselle  displayed  itsdf  in  all 
its  gaiety,  as  we  steamed  along  towards  Zeltingen. 
The  mountains  gradually  recede,  and  meadows, 
corn-fields,  and  vineyards  came  upon  us  alternately^ 
spread  out  beneath  the  sun,  arrayed  in  a  thousand 
charms,  and  giving  everywhere  tokens  of  abundant 
wealth.  The  little  hamlet  of  Josephshof  is  a  pic* 
ture  of  the  most  romantic  character :  its  inhabitants 
•—men,  women,  and  children-^-all  came  out  to  see 
us,  and  a  more  happy-looking,  or  a  more  neatly« 
dressed  set  of  villagers,  could  seldom  be  seen  else» 
where. 
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Zeltingen  almost  approaches  to  the  rank  of  a 
town.  The  vines  hare  are  said  to  be  peculiarly 
generous  and  weQ-flavoured  on  one  side  of  the 
village,  but  rather  indifferent  on  the  other.  Bdiind 
is  an  eminence,  flat  at  top,  and  therefore  called  the 
<<  Table.**  It  was  at  one  time  the  principal  source 
of  supply  in  com  for  the  convent  of  Macheren, 
whidi  is  near  it,  but  it  has  been  lately  planted  with 
vines  brought  from  Asmanshausen,  where  a  most 
delicious  red  wine  is  grown;  but  the  experiment 
has  iK>t  succeeded :  the  wine  has  turned  out  to  be 
of  a  very  inferior  duu7icter«  The  situation  of  the 
convent  is  remarkably  picturesque;  it  is  at  the 
extremity  of  the  ^<  Table,''  in  a  charming  solitude, 
and  is  separated  from  the  Moselle  by  a  garden  most 
carefully  cultivated.  It  was  founded  in  the  year 
1S57  for  females,  and  was  applied  to  religious  pur- 
poses down  to  the  year  1837,  ^en  the  two  last 
remaining  sisters  having  died,  it  was  sold,  by  order 
of  the  Prussian  government,  to  a  gentleman,  who 
has  converted  it  into  a  private  residence.  He  re- 
spected, however,  the  choir  of  the  church,  which 
he  lias  made  his  chapel* 

Having  resumed  our  more  direct  course,  we  pro- 
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ceeded,  through  soeneiy  still  enchanting,  to  the 
village  of  Uerzig,  near  which,  in  the  face  of  a  high 
red  cliff  called  Michaeldej,  may  be  seen  a  castel- 
lated wall.  This  wall  covers  the  mouth  of  a  cavern, 
which  was  occupied  in  the  olden  time  by  a  band  of 
robbers,  each  of  whom,  however,  claimed  to  be  of 
some  order  of  knighthood :  it  was  in  a  later  age  the 
residence  of  a  pious  hennit.  It  can  only  be  entered 
by  means  of  ladders. 

Fdlowing  the  still  extraordinary  windings  of  the 
river,  we  reached  Riesbach,  not  far  bom  which  one 
branch  of  the  Kautenbach  river  forms  a  junction 
with  the  Moselle ;  the  other  flows  through  the 
village,  and  serves  to  turn  several  mills.  The  Kau- 
tenbach abounds  in  fish,  especially  in  salmon,  a 
most  delicious  species  of  trout,  and  crawfisli.  At 
the  approach  of  spring  and  autumn,  the  salmon 
ascend  the  stream  in  great  numbers:  the  angler 
would  find  here,  in  the  season,  constant  employment 
for  his  rod,  and  if  he  were  any  thing  of  iin  artist, 
also  for  his  pencil.  The  views  all  round  are  exqui- 
sitely varied  and  inquiring* 

A  German  traveller,  touched  with  that  amiable 
kindly  feeling  which  is  said  to  belong  to  what  are 
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dken  called  the  *^good  old  times,^  has  given  a 
simple  and  interesting  account  of  this  place,  which 
I  shall  offer  no  apology  for  introducing  to  the 
notice  of  the  '<  gentle  reader.*" 

<<  We  made  an  excursion  one  day,**  says  Storck, 
"  up  the  Moselle  as  far  as  the  hamlet  of  Riesbach. 
In  fixmer  days,  the  valley  everywhere  abounded  in 
trees,  which  were  bending  beneath  the  weight  of 
their  fruit ;  from  time  to  time  inunense  walnut-trees 
were  seen  towering  high  above  the  others ;  but  I 
can  now  no  longer  discover  the  fine  old  specimens 
of  that  tree  which  I  had  so  often  admired  in  the 
days  of  my  youth.  The  villagers  complain  that 
they  are  not  at  all  so  prosperous  as  they  used  to  be, 
and  that  the  old  men  are  rapidly  wasting  away. 
Along  this  beautiful  road  there  were  everywhere 
bendiesy  tpon  which,  in  the  good  old  times,  the 
weary  traveller,  panting  and  bent  down  under  his 
burden,  might  find  repose.  In  the  open  countiy^ 
as  well  as  in  the  forests,  there  were  several  wells 
yidding  the  most  cool  and  ddidous  water;  near 
than  were  large  hewn  stones,  upon  which  one  might 
sit,  and  there  were  iron  cups  chained  to  the  edge) 
by  which  one  might  take  up  the  pure  spring  and 
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refresh  one^s  thirst.  I  attribute  all  these  oonve- 
niences  to  the  time  when  the  inhahitaiits  cf  this 
oountrj  bdoQged  to  the  eoa^aits.  The  government 
of  the  ecclesiastical  lords  was  always  kind  and  hu- 
mane; they  attended  equally  to  the  temporal  and 
spiritual  welfare  of  the  people  who  were  subject  to 
them.  I  suspect  that  vtfy  few  similar  marks  of 
goodness  were  paid  to  the  inhabitants  by  the 
French  at  the  time  when  they  erected  MontroyaL 

^^Riesbach,  which,  notwithstanding  its  ruined 
houses,. still  tapestried  with  old  vine-arbours  and 
shaded  with  fruit-trees,  presents  to  the  eye  a  charm- 
ing picture,  formerly  possessed  an  old  chapel ;  it 
was  built  upon  a  salient  point  of  the  opposite  bank^ 
at  a  little  distance  above  the  hamlet ;  a  superb  liiir 
den  tree  spread  its  branches  over  the  roof  of  the 
diapel;  a  vineyard  was  behind  it;  the  Moselle 
formed  here  a  graceful  curve,  and  watered  an  en- 
chanting country  all  covered  with  fruit-trees,  and 
ascending  by  a  gentle  acclivity  as  far  as  the  ruins 
of  the  convent  of  Wolf,  where  the  chapel  stood. 
For  a  long  time  the  chapel  had  no  regular  pastor, 
but  the  curate  of  Traben  was  bound  by  an  old 
charter  to  celebrate  in  it  the  divine  service  on  the 
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Tuesday  after  Pentecost.    Every  sumnier^  the  soli- 
tude that  usually  prevailed  all  round  was  dissipated 
by  a  crowd  of  Ae  country  people,  who  came  hither 
dressed  in  their  holiday  clothes  and  full  of  gaiety. 
They  trooped  along  towards  the  chapel  through 
the  beautiful  flowery  uplands  and  shaded  green 
valleys ;  boys  and  girls,  men  and  women,  were  all 
adorned  with  bouquets  and  flowers;  the  young  men 
filled  their  packets  with  rosebuds,  and  during  the 
celebration  of  mass  threw  them  to  their  friends  and 
acquaintances,  especially  to  those  of  the  fair  sex.    It 
was  a   very  old  custom,   and  no  priest  had  ever 
thought  of  forbidding  it.     At  the  end  of  the  mass 
the  chapel  was  strewed  with  these  rosebuds.     But 
all  this  is  now  gone  by.     Vines  occupy  the  place 
where  chapel  and  the  old  linden  tree  were.    The  age 
of  avarice,  of  the  sale  of  the  national  domains  and 
of  ecclesiastical  property,  has  paid  no  respect  to 
sanctuary,  or  to  popular  festivity,  or  to  any  memo- 
rials of  the  ancient  simplicity  and  piety  of  our  an- 
cestors.    Every  thing  of  any  value  has  been  sacri- 
ficed for  the  sake  of  getting  money .''^ 

After   we  passed  the  Kautenbach,  a  range  of 
orchards,  which  extend  as  far  as  Trarbach,  form  an 
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agreeable  contrast  with  the  more  open  and  smiling 
country  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Moselle.  Lofty 
mountains  of  slate  bdbind  the  orchards  occasioiiaHy 
project  their  dark  shadows  over  the  river.  Isolated 
rocks,  decorated  with  thickets  and  brambles,  lift 
their  heads  over  the  lofty  precipices,  while  here  vast 
ravines  occur,  in  most  of  which  slate  quarries  have 
been  worked. 
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CHAPTEB  II. 

Romantic  position  of  Trarbach.  View  towards  Traben.  Castle  of 
GraefenbYirg.  Arclibiahop  Baldwin.  Hia  Captivity.  Fortress 
built  by  his  Ransom.  Extraordinary  Head-dress.  Pat  down 
by  Lady  Shaftesbury.  TheWell-stdn.  Town  of  Traben.  Its 
mys^al  Aspect.  Image  of  Bacchus.  His  Smile.  His  Throne. 
Contrasts  of  Scenery.  Beauty  and  Deformity.  Fathomless 
Gulf.     Ruins  of  Marienburg. 

The  ruins  of  the  convent  of  Wolf  still  formed 
a  most  striking  object  in  the  scenes  through  which 
we  were  passing.  The  views  of  the  country  all 
round  from  the  eminence  upon  which  those  ruins 
stand  must  be  magnificent.  But  our  admiration 
for  these  remains  of  Christian  antiquity  was  speed- 
ily lost  in  the  still  higher  feeling  of  surprise,  on 
beholding  the  town  of  Trarbach,  the  romantic  si- 
tuation of  which  is  perfectly  captivating.  It  has 
sometimes  been  compared  to  Oberwesel,  one  of  the 
most  picturesque  places  on  the  Hhine.  A  line  of 
houses  is  built  along  the  margin  of  the  Moselle, 
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the  valley  of  which  is  here  considerably  enlarged. 
The  view  from  Trarbach  towards  Traben,  on  the 
other  side  of  the  river,  and  of  the  noble  vineyards 
by  which  the  latter  town,  seated  on  a  high  hill,  is 
surrounded,  may  well  be  ranked  among  the  gems 
of  the  Moselle.  The  interior  streets  of  the  town, 
as  far  as  we  could  see,  are  of  necessity  most  irre- 
gularly formed,  on  account  of  the  hilly  nature  of 
the  ground  which  they  occupy.  Some  of  the 
houses  in  those  streets  seemed  to  us  perched  in  the 
air.  The  town  is  surrounded  by  a  strcmg  wall, 
still  further  strengthened  by  several  towers.  There 
are  three  gates,  in  good  preservation,  surmounted 
also  by  towers,  which  add  much  to  the  chivalrous 
aspect  of  the  place.  It  contains  a  handsome  old 
church  and  tapering  steeple. 

High  in  the  heavens,  upon  an  abrupt  ridge  of 
rocks,  above  the  town,  are  seen  the  imposing  ruins 
of  the  castle  of  Graefenburg.  It  is  said  to  have 
been  built  by  the  Countess  Loretta,  of  the  £Eunily 
of  Sponheim,  in  the  year  1338,  with  the  money 
procured  by  her  for  the  ransom  of  Baldwin,  one 
of  the  former  archbishops  of  Treves.  Bitter  feuds 
had  long  existed  between  those  prelate-princea  and 
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the  house  of  Sponhdm.  When  the  Countess  be- 
came a  widow,  Baldwin,  thinking  that  he  might 
invade  her  territory,  and  plunder  her  peo{de  with 
impunity,  made  a  regular  foray  through  all  her 
possessions,  and  seised  a  great  part  of  them  to  his 
own  use.  But  the  Countess,  who  was  a  heroine 
of  no  ordinary  q>irit,  soon  collected  a  host  of  her 
vassals,  and  attacking  the  archbishop's  troops,  ex- 
pelled them  from  every  part  of  her  dmnains.  She 
remained  apparently  content  with  her  triumph  for 
a  short  time,  until  hearing  that  Baldwin  was  pre- 
paring to  go  down  to  Coblenz  in  his  barge  by  the 
Moselle,  she  caused  a  strong  chain  to  be  drawn 
across  the  river,  at  the  foot  of  the  castle  of  Starken- 
burg.  The  archbishop  having  set  out  from  Treves, 
attended  only  by  a  small  retinue,  was  quietly  sail- 
ing down  the  current,  little  suspecting  the  ambus- 
cade that  was  prqwred  for  him.  The  moment  his 
barge  struck  the  chain,  a  number  of  armed  boats 
rushed  towards  his  vessel;  in  a  moment  after  he 
was  a  captive,  and  having  been  conducted  into  the 
castle,  was  there  treated  with  the  greatest  courtesy 
by  the  countess,  but  was  detained  under  strict 
guard  until  he  consented  to  raze  a  fort  whidi  he 
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had  oommenced  building  on  her  territory,  and 
moreover  paid  the  sum,  enonnous  in  thoee  times, 
of  eleven  thousand  livres. 

Thus  supplied,  the  countess  resolved  on  erecting 
a  citadel  on  the  summit  of  the  mountain  over  Trar- 
bach,  amongst  a  number  of  abrupt  rocks,  where  it 
was  scarcely  thought  that  a  human  habitation 
could  have  been  erected.  It  was  so  constructed  as 
to  be  unassailable  on  all  sides.  It  had  only  two 
entrances,  one  a  large  gate  which  c^pened  out  on 
the  Hunstruck,  the  other  a  narrow  door  on  the 
aide  of  the  town,  which  could  not  be  reached  ex- 
cept by  .means  of  ladders.  It  had  a  number  of 
large  towers,  and  turrets  in  the  usual  fi>rm,  an 
arsenal  well  supplied  with  modem  and  ancient 
weapons,  and  a  vast  cistern  always  kept  filled  with 
water  for  the  supply  of  the  garrison.  Near  the 
great  gate  was  a  tower,  much  more  lofty  than  any 
of  the  others,  accessible  on  the  outside  by  means 
of  wooden  ladders,  which  might  easily  be  removed 
in  case  of  danger.  The  tower  had  a  double  wall, 
and  a  narrow  staircase  between,  by  which  the 
guards  within  might  ascend  or  descend  without 
being  seen  from  the  outside.     Opposite  the  great 
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gate  there  was  an  enormous  precipice,  called  the 
Hunn^Sprung^  or  the  leap  of  the  Hunns.  The 
citadel  was  flanked  with  bastions,  and  bristled  all 
over  with  canon.  It  figures  in  the  history  of  the 
Thirty  Year^  War,  of  the  war  of  the  Spanish 
Succession,  and  of  the  early  wars  of  the  French 
Bevolution. 

While  this  fortress  was  in  the  possession  of 
Louis  XIV.,  several  considerable  additions  were 
made  to  it,  to  each  of  which  a  name  was  assigned, 
one  of  which  was  the  FontemgeSj  or  Lantern. 
There  is  a  curious  anecdote  connected  with  this 
appellation ;  if  I  were  to  pass  it  over,  the  ladies 
never  would  forgive  me. 

One  day,  while  Louis  XIV.  and  his  mistress 
were  out  hunting,  the  wind  carried  away  part  of 
her  head-dress,  and  she  was  obliged,  in  conse- 
quence, to  tie  up  her  fine  hair  with  a  riband,  which 
fell  down  in  knots  upcm  her  forehead.  The  king 
thought  this  impromptu  arrangement  so  becoming, 
that  he  entreated  her  not  to  change  it  the  whole 
day,  and  the  following  day  all  the  ladies  of  the 
court  had  their  hair  dressed  after  the  same  fashion, 
whidi  was  called— i  la  Fanianges.    By  degrees 
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the  new  style  was  improyed,  arnd  the  FoBtanges 
eventually  became  regular  fiibrics,  eompesed  of 
iron  wires,  ribands,  boeklesy  and  needles,  raned 
OR  the  head  to  a  height  of  nearly  two  feet,  thus 
making  the  tace  to  appear  almost  the  centre  of  the 
person  who  wore  it.  If  the  fair  bearer  of  this  bur- 
den^ over  which  the  hair  was  wound,  were  to  make 
the  least  nnvement,  it  threatened  to  tumble  from 
her  heaci)  so  that  having  once  made  good  her  way 
into  a  saloon,  there  she  was  ecxnpelled  to  be  as 
motionteas  as  an  automaton. 

This  was  sueh  an  extremely  inconvenient  fiishiooy 
that  the  king,  who  blamed  himself  for  allowii^  it 
to  be  introduced,  did  all  he  codd  to  banish  it,  but 
in  vain ;  it  was  all  the  rogue,  and  no  lady  dared  to 
go  into  company  without  having  her  hair  dressed 
k  la  Fonianges.  EquaHy  ineffectual  were  all  the 
exertions  of  the  clergy  to  put  down  this  innovaticxi. 
At  last  one  of  cnt  own  spirited  coontiy  women  did 
the  bnsiness.  Lady  Shaftesbury,  wife  of  Lord 
Shaftesbury,  then  ambassador  at  the  court  of 
EVance,  had  the  courage  to  appear  at  court  one 
day,  with  her  hahr  very  slightly  elevated.  Her  de- 
nrnKsiations  against  the  absurd  Fdfitar^ea,  and  her 
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example^  had  an  instant  effect,  and  the  pyrajfnids 
speedily  disappeared,  much  to  the  annoyance  of  thtf 
Idi^,  who  fdt  chagrined  that  a  foreigBer,  and  a 
iroman,  was  mudi  more  powerful  in  the  P^risiatt 
world  of  fashion  than  he  was  himself. 

M.  Stork,  already  mentioned,  sp^s  in  his  work 
of  a  curious  monument,  called  in  that  country  the 
WelLsteiny  whidb  ia  placed  on  i|n  isolated  peak^ 
oonnaanding  a  kind  o{  rodcy  amphitheatre^  on  the 
summit  of  the  mountains,  about  two  league  from 
Trarbach.  From  his  description  of  it,  it  seems  to 
be  in  every  reqpect  a  fiuHumile  of  our  Stonehenge, 
I  have  seen  the  ruins  of  a  similar  temple— if  such  it 
ought  to  be  called— near  Gkngariff,  in  Ireland,  of 
whidi  I  coidd  find  no  account  in  any  of  our  hooka 
of  antiquities. 

The  wines  of  Trabett  axe  reputed  to  possess  a 
lemarkaUy  fine  and  delicate  flavour.  The  town  has 
a  che^ul^  youthful  aspect,  althou^  it  suffered 
severdy  in  all  the  wars  which  have  been  carried  on 
in  this  country.  Its  aituatko  is  peculiariy  pictu- 
resque, on  account  of  its  being  on  a  bill,  as  I  have 
sbeady  stated,  the  vines  extending  beneath  it  d) 
round  to  the  margin  of  the  Moselle,  interspersed 
c2 
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here  and  there  with  pleasant  gardens.  The  houses 
have  a  superior  appearance  ;  they  are  arranged  in  a 
linear  direction,  and  terminate  near  the  church, 
which,  together  with  the  neat  dwellings  of  the 
curate  and  the  sacristan,  form  a  group  apart,  in 
the  midst  of  clustering  vines. 

There  is  something  of  a  mystical  aspect  about 
this  place,  which  has  been  thought  in  early  times, 
according  to  tradition,  to  have  arisen  from  its  having 
been  particularly  favoured  by  Bacchus.  It  has 
been  honoured  as  his  image,  which,  with  the  licence 
of  poetry,  it  might  be  considered,  taking  the  town 
for  the  head,  and  the  declivities,  mantled  in  vines 
and  gemmed  with  myriads  of  flowers,  as  the  appro- 
priate raiment  of  the  god  of  wine.  By  a  similar 
legendary  faith,  not  altogether  unsustained  by  the 
gay  complexion  of  the  place,  Riesbach  is  said  to 
have  been  so  called,  because  it  seems  to  be  a  reflect 
tion  of  the  smile  of  Bacchus ;  and  to  complete  the 
picture,  we  are  told  that  Trarbach  was  his  throne. 

However  these  etymologies  may  be  disposed  of 
by  the  linguists,  one  cannot  avoid  admitting,  that 
there  is  every  thing  of  beauty,  of  exuberance,  of 
mystical  interest,  and  inspiring  joyousness  in  the 
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views,  which,  upon  all  this  part  of  the  Moselle,  cap- 
tivate  the  eye,  to  warrant  the  feeling,  that  if  such 
a  god  had  ever  real  existence,  he  could  not  have 
chosen  a  throne  so  meet,  nor  so  charming  an  impres- 
sion of  his  divine  smile,  nor  so  goodly  an  image  of 
his  person  when  most  contented  with  his  banquet, 
and  most  redolent  of  the  juice  of  the  grape,  than 
Tnurbach,  Riesbach,  and  Traben. 

One  of  the  attractions,  for  an  artist  especially,  in 
all  these  scenes,  is  the  perpetual  contrasts  which  he 
discovers  between  the  sunny  animation  of  one  side 
of  the  river,  and  the  frowning,  savage  solitudes  of 
the  ranges  of  the  Hunstruck  on  the  other,  upon 
whose  rocky  precipices  and  deep  ravines  no  beam 
of  light  seems  ever  to  have  fallen.  Quarries  of 
dark  slate,  left  by  the  miners  hewed  out  in  the 
rudest  shapes,  look  across  the  smoothly  flowing 
river  upon  meadows,  com-fidds,  vineyards,  gentle 
eminences,  hills,  and  valleys,  endowed  with  every 
form  of  grace,  and  yielding  all  things  calculated 
**  to  cheer  the  heart  of  man,^ 

«  To  make  man  happy,  and  to  keep  him  so/' 

Those  who  have  seen  in  St.  Peter'^s  the  statues  of 
Justice  and  Prudence,  by  Michael  Angelo,  in  the 
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latter  of  which  deformity  prerailfi,  while  in  the 
other  there  w«s  so  much  of  enrapturing  lovdiness^ 
that  a  later  artist  had  to  cast  a  tunic  over  it,  to 
chasten  its  charms,  wfll  here  behold  pictured  in 
landscape,  by  the  hand  of  nature,  the  same  concep- 
tion that  had  iired  the  mind  of  the  immortal  sculp- 
tor, while  he  chiselled  out  those  unrivalled  emana- 
tions of  his  genius. 

On  stiU  between  beauty  and  honor,  until  we 
reach  the  village  of  Starkoiburg,  the  scene  at 
Baldwin^s  captivity.  Here  is  a  promontory  covered 
with  brambles,  behind  which  the  armed  boats,  pie- 
pared  to  give  him  a  most  unexpected  reception^ 
were  easily  concealed.  A  little  beyond  this  point 
is  an  escarped  rock  of  adhistus,  at  the  fix>t  of  whidi 
there  is  a  gulf,  called  the  Wcff,  said  to  be  un- 
fathomable. We  next  passed  by  an  island  to 
Enkirch,  a  considerable  village,  said  to  contain 
S,000  inhabitants.  As  the  Moselle  is  here  pretty 
free  froni  windings,  we  were  speedily  in  sight  of 
the  celebrated  ruins  of  Marienburg,  originally  a 
convent,  and  subsequently  converted  into  a  fortifi- 
cation. Our  direct  course  was,  however,  of  very 
short  duration,  finr  the  mmnent  we  arrived  at  the 
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Tillage  of  Fundeiich,  we  wheeled  about  instantly  to 
the  right.  I  observed  from  the  chart  which  I  held 
in  my  hand,  that  had  a  canal  been  cut  across  the 
land  here,  a  sailing  vessel  might  have  been  spared 
at  least  three  hours  to  gain  the  opposite  point,  such 
is  the  extent  of  tbe  nniKnity  wliich  we  had  here  to 
penetrate.  A  passoager  who  wished  to  vary  his 
route  might  have  here  disembarked,  and  walked 
across  the  isthmus,  if  it  may  be  so  called,  in  less 
than  an  hour,  the  diataace  bcSng  tcaroely  three 
miles. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


Conyent  of  Marienbuif  .  Iti  CanooanBS*  View  from  tbe  Con* 
Tent.  The  Village  of  Zell.  Jeea  Hugo.  His  Idndnen  to  a  poor 
Convent.  A  Frieit  in  Vacatioiu  Valley  of  tiie  Isbacfa.  Its 
Sylvan  BeantMB.  Volcanio  Goontry.  Cmioaa  Grotto.  Toma 
ofAlf.  Fort  of  Anas.  FestiritieB  at  Bnlay.  Edioes.  Change 
of  Scenery.    ConTcnt  of  Stnben. 

Maribnbubg,  in  the  middle  ages,  bdoDged  to 
a  religious  order  of  females,  who  followed  the  rules 
of  St.  Augustin.  It  was  also  ocxnipied  for  i  while 
by  twelve  canonesses  of  noble  descent ;  but  the  po- 
sition was  found  of  so  much  importance  in  times  of 
war,  that  it  was  frequently  occupied  by  troops,  and 
became  so  inconvenient  for  the  residence  of  women, 
that  the  canonesses  were  eventually  removed,  and 
permitted  to  take  up  their  abodes  separately  wher- 
ever they  chose.  A  pension  was  conceded  to  each, 
of  twenty-five  golden  florins,  half  a  tun  of  win^ 
and  three  sacks  of  wheat.     The  last  inhabitants  of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


VIEW  FBOM  TH£  CONVENT.  26 

these  cloisters  are  said  to  have  quitted  them  with 
▼erf  great  iductaiice ;  and  weQ  they  might,  for  the 
floenes  which  they  had  been  accustomed  to  contem- 
plate fiom  their  terraces  must  have  deeply  attached 
them  to  their  holy  retreat. 

Beneath,  the  Moeelle  presented  itself  to  their 
view,  in  the  form  nearly  of  four  different  rivers 
radiating  from  the  foot  of  the  rock  upon  which 
their  convent  stood,  so  extraordinary  are  the  wind- 
ings of  the  Moselle  in  this  vidni^.  Raising  their 
eyes  from  the  waters,  they  gassed  upon  an  amphi- 
theatre of  hills,  clothed  with  a  sombre  forest  to  the 
utmost  verge  of  the  horizon.  In  the  nearer  ground 
of  the  picture  were  slopes  spread  with  vines,  vil- 
lages with  their  neat  chapels  and  spires,  gardens, 
farm-yards,  boats  with  their  cargoes  ascending  and 
descending  the  river,  barges  haply  bearing  gay  par* 
ties  on  tours  of  limusement ;  troops  of  oxen  wend- 
ing their  way  to  or  from  their  pastures,  herons 
soaring,  or  perched  on  rocks,  watchipg  the  favour- 
able moment  to  pounce  upon  their  prey  bdow. 
The  sisters  must  have  felt  peculiar  delight,  while, 
walking  in  their' gardens  and  telling  their  beads, 
the  sounds  of  sweet  bells,  especially  on  Sundays  and 
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holidays,  reached  them  cm  their  airy  height,  from 
the  numerouB  cfaurdies,  eanventB,  and  nutic  cha- 
pels, by  which  they  wem  summnded. 

From  MarienbiKg  it  is  hot  a  diort  d&tanoeto 
Zell.     This  village,  of  neaiiytifo  thoaaand  ioha- 
hitants,  ia  aituated  in  a  chamuDg  vidky,  which 
seems  to  letbe  into  die  heart  of  the  mountain.  The 
dedivities  on  either  side  are  richly  cokiTaaed,  with 
the  exception  of  thoK  where  doaters  ctf  rocks  defy 
thetoilofthehittfaandman.     The  debris  of  the  dd 
walls  by  which  the  place  was  fiaanerly  sunomided, 
and  the  remains  of  watdi-towen  and  firtifications, 
indicate  the  importance  attadied  to  it  in  die  times 
of  the  wars.    Hie  pation  of  it  near  the  Moselle 
presents  a  line  of  handsome  hooses,  widi  modem 
fii^des,  gardens  piettily  laid  out  and  carefully 
dressed,  and  several  picturesque  groups  of  pqphr 
trees.    In  the  interior<if  the  village  the  faabitaticns 
are  of  a  nnaoh  more  ancient  architecture.     ^*  Other 
moi,^  says  a  quaint  foreign  writer,  iqpealdng  of  this 
contrast,  ^  and  other   manners  existed  in  diose 
earlier  times,  and  cme  is  at  first  surprised  to  see 
come  forth  £rom  those  massive  buildings,  ornament- 
ed with  Gothic  sculptures,  ladies  and  gentlemen  in 
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ligfat  eoBtume,  distinguidied  lor  their  tasle  and  fi^ 
ihioDahfe  air,  mi  aaluftiDg  each  other  in  the  nanow 
streets,  accxxduig  to  die  usages  ot  bon  tfmT  The 
wine  of  ZeU  is  of  the  most  exquisite  order. 

Not  far  frcmi  ha«  stands  the  hamlet  of  Springs 
iersbach^  where  there  vas  foimerly  a  convent  of 
CanneKtea.  They  enjoyed  a  revenue  of  wine, 
whidi  was  taken  away  fiom  them  by  the  Priaoe  of 
Salm.  The  good  dector,  Jean  Hugo^  paid  them 
aa  uneapectad  visit  one  evening  in  Len^  while 
they  were  at  coBation^  and  having  nothing  to  drink 
ia  eonseqnence  of  the  loss  of  their  revenue,  except 
sbmU  beer,  a  pint  of  which  was  placed  before  each 
of  the  iiiars.  Hugo  tasted  the  beer,  and  eat  of 
tlieir  black,  ill-baked  xye  bread,  its  only  acounpa- 
nimesit.  He  took  oompassion  on  the  poor  monks, 
and  said  to  thera — <<  Well,  never  mind;  you  shall 
henceforth  have  a  better  bevera^^  than  this  during 
Lent.  I  some  time  ago  lent  the  people  of  Burg  a 
sum  of  money,  which  they  never  can  repay,  for  it 
was  counted  down  in  pieces  of  the  rarest  gold,  and 
pieces  like  to  these  they  never  can  return.  For  in- 
terest, I  receive  annually  a  tun  of  wine  at  my  own 
dMMce,  the  growth  of  the  soil  belonging  to  Burg. 
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Now,  this  tun  I  hereby  assign  to  you,  for  your  be- 
verage  during  Lent  I  only  ask  in  return,  that 
when  the  pitcher,  filled  with  my  wine^  is  placed 
upon  your  table,  you  will  drink  a  merry  toast  to 
Jean  Hugo;  and  that  after  my  death,  the  pitcher 
shall  be  ornamented  with  a  black  riband,  and  shall 
not  begin  to  be  puslied  around,  until  a  solemn  de 
Profundia  be  recited  for  the  repose  of  my  souL* 

Having  completed  our  round-about  course  to  the 
opposite  point  of  the  isthmus,  before  noticed,  w^ 
proceeded  to  Alf,  a  village  situated  at  the  mouth  of 
the  valley  of  the  Isbach,  where  the  Luxemburg 
priest  left  us,  in  order  to  pursue  his  course  to  Ber- 
trich.  The  good  pastor  evidently  looked  forward 
to  this  little  excursion  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure. 
He  had  frequently  drank  of  the  waters  before,  and 
never  without  benefit  to  his  health.  The  month  he 
meant  to  spend  there  would  be  his  annual  vacation 
from  the  severe  labours  of  his  mission ;  his  mind 
seemed  at  perfect  ease.  He  described  to  me  with 
great  minuteness  the  beauties  of  the  place.  The 
valley  of  the  Isbach  river,  through  which  he  had 
to  travel  a  distance  of  about  six  miles,  he  said,  was 
of  itself  a  continued  landscape  of  the  most  charmi- 
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iiig  character.  The  river  exceeded  even  the  Mo* 
adle,  in  the  number  and  abruptness  ol  his  sinuosi- 
ties, and  ev^y  step  presented  something  new  to  be 
admired.  As  a  tract  of  sylvan  scenery  he  thought 
it  unrivalled ;  the  declivities  of  the  hills  on  each 
side  were  clothed  to  the  very  summits  with  various 
species  of  trees,  whose  differently  tinted  and  exube- 
rant foliage  always  afforded  delight  to  the  eye,  and 
umbrageous  shelter  from  the  sun,  while  the  limpid 
current,  alxnmding  in  fish,  meandering  over  a  bed 
of  many-coloured  stones  and  pebbles,  and  singing 
merrily  as  it  sought  its  way  to  the  Moselle,  did  him, 
as  he  thought,  more  good  than  even  the  mineral 
element,  of  which  he  drank  every  morning.  Re- 
turning to  his  favourite  walks,  now  winding  through 
the  woods,  now  passing  by  the  banks  of  this  beau- 
tiful stream,  after  his  eleven  months  of  hard  work, 
with  broken  health,  weakened  digestive  powers, 
and  an  over-ocy:upiedmind,he  no  sooner  (he  added) 
entered  the  valley  than  he  experienced  a  sense  of 
relief,  as  if  his  heart  had  been  baptized  in  the  cool 
waters  of  the  Isbach. 

I  observed  to  him  that  the  mountains  through 
which  we  had  been  just  passing  seemed  to  me  to 
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ponesB  much  of  the  Yokanic  cbancter.  He  agreed 
vkh  me,  and  further  said,  that  many  volcaiiocs 
had,  in  fanner  ages,  edsted  in  difierent  parts  of 
the  Hunstruck  mountains.  In  the  neighbGurhood 
of  Bertrich  also  numbers  of  cratera  were  still  to  be 
seen.  He  mentioned  a  curious  grotto^  which  was 
one  of  the'' lions ''£Mr  the  Tisitors  of  Bertrich*  it 
was  composed,  floor,  sides,  roof  and  all,  of  basaltic 
materials,  portions  of  which  were  in  a  cdumnar 
form.  The  joints  <^  the  columns  w«re  coRoded, 
and  were  thus  made  so  neariy  to  reseroUe  old 
cheeses,  that  the  grotto  has  been  called  the  ''Kaese- 
kdler  ^— that  is  the  Cheese-cellar.  The  waten  of 
the  baths  he  described  as  warm  and  sulfdittniusi 
He  used  them  inwardly,  and  though  at  first  die* 
agreeable  to  the  taste,  he  fi^und  them  so  efficaciooi 
that  he  soon  became  reconciled  to  tfacnu  The 
number  of  yisitors  in  the  season  was  not  great ;  die 
fdaee  was  retired,  the  aceoBMBodatipMs  decent  and 
economical,  suitaUe  to  the  drcumstaices  of  these 
who,  like  himsdf,  were  not  rich,  and  wfco  merely 
went  there  for  the  sake  of  health  and  reCiremeiiL 

Alf  contains  several  houaes  of  a  superior  order, 
painted  in  green  and  white.    The  drarci^  which 
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fl(tands  on  a  lull  above  it,  is  of  modem  constniction, 
simple  and  chaste  in  its  stjie,  and  in  good  keeping 
with  the  general  aspect  of  the  country.  A  little 
way  up  the  yalkj  may  be  seen  the  ruins  of  the 
fort  gE  AjraSy  ccmnected  with  many  events  which 
occurred  in  the  days  of  chivalry.  It  was  attacked 
in  the  year  11S8  by  Adalbert^  one  of  the  former 
wairior-^oncbbishQps  of  Treves,  and  such  was  the 
lesistanoe  offered  to  him,  that  he  swore,  not  exactly 
in  mental  style,  by  his  beard,  but  that  he  never 
would  shave  until  he  succeeded  in  taking  the  fort. 
There  are  some  iron  forges  and  fumbces  up  the 
iralley. 

On  the  right  bank  of  the  Moselle,  opposite  Alf, 
is  the  village  of  Bolay,  half-hidden  behind  groups 
of  shady  trees.  Merry  troops  of  young  urchins 
ran  down  to  shout  to  us  as  we  passed.  This 
village  was  formerly  the  rendezvous  for  all  the 
country  lound^  to  oelebrate  their  periodical  festi- 
vals. Upoft  one  €i  these  occasions,  it  is  said  that 
Frederick  of  Hallatcin,  a  hero  distinguished  for  his 
extraorditerj  strength,  while  the  people  ware  all 
G^g^ifg^  in  the  amusementa  of  the  day,  appeared 
suddeidy  in  the  midst  of  them  with  a  hogshead^ 
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containing  a  whole  tun  of  wine,  on  his  shoulder, 
out  of  which  he  drank  od  UbUum.  Two  men  of 
the  neighbourhood,  determined  not  to  be  outdone^ 
and  to  maintain  the  honour  of  their  district  in  the 
presence  of  the  stranger,  immediately  quitted  die 
festive  scene,  and  shortly  after  returned,  eadi 
bearing  on  his  shoulder  a  similar  burden,  to  the 
great  astonishment  and  joy  of  the  spectators,  and 
the  whole  three  drank  together,  amidst  shouts  of 
applause,  to  the  healths  of  the  Roman  Empeior, 
the  Elector  of  Treves,  and  the  Abbess  of  Maiien- 
berg.     Credai  Judieus  i 

Immediately  after  quitting  Alf,  the  stewards 
assistant  fired  off  a  pistol,  in  order  to  display  die 
echoes  on  this  part  of  the  river.  The  first  re- 
doubled with  loud  voices  quite  near  us,  and  then 
ran  graduaUy  diminishing  away  among  the  di»- 
tant  mountains. 

The  scenery  here  changes  materially  in  its  dia- 
meter. Hitharto,  for  a  considerable  distance,  we 
had  mountains  on  one  side,  and  levels  or  gentle 
eminences  with  hills  occasionally  on  the  othar.  But 
in  approaching  Bremm  and  Ald^und,  the  chains 
approach  so  nearly  to  each  othar  on  both  banks  of 
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the  river,  that  they  seemed  as  if  they  were  to 
impede  our  further  progress ;  there  are,  moreover, 
small  islands  in  the  river  which  complete  the  illu- 
sion. However,  as  we  advanced  we  found  our  way 
by  degrees  opening  through  terraces,  most  of  which 
were  walled  up  to  preserve  the  soil  upon  which  the 
vines  grow. 

Bremm,  on  our  left,  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  a 
gigantic  mass  of  rocks,  which  rise  above  it  in  am- 
phitheatrical  form.  Rude  though  they  be,  the 
vine  is  successfully  cultivated  upon  them  to  the 
very  top.  On  the  right  the  mountain  recedes  a 
little,  so  as  to  afford  space  for  a  meadow,  upon 
which  formerly  stood  the  convent  occupied  by  the 
Chapter  of  the  noUe  ladies  of  Stuben.  The  very 
ruins  of  the  building  have  nearly  all  disappeared, 
with  the  exception  of  a  massive  wall,  which  appears 
to  have  formerly  belcmged  to  the  chapel.  This 
spot  has  all  the  charms  of  that  solitude  and  repose 
which  one  retreating  fixmi  the  turmoil  of  the  world 
would  desire  to  discover. 


VOL.  II. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

i  of  Fktmi  OA  tiM  Bifw*.  NuMnviift  tmiM*  ICnlti* 
tadiDOQS  ViOagei.  BeOftdii.  Remarinble  oonno  of  the  Mo^ 
seUe.  Steam-boctB  ontbeRher*  PiniStfof  Iteengen.  lis 
MoMDeiwtTVtwdllaiMm.  Booner  Mte  oflbMMt.  At- 
tnustioDBof  ili  Sosnery.  Oar  Dumer-tablB.  The  Saloon  Din- 
ners. Sodden  desertion  of  the  Saloon.  Codieim.  A  Female 
Aennahitmco.  SpeettbtkniB  on  ker  Ghaffadar.  HarPoatnit. 
Caiation  to  Toong  TmeDen.  Manwum*  A  Geman  Kop. 
A  Female  Adventnrer.    A  Satanic  Tbmpter.    Admonitiona. 

A  sxrcevssTOK  of  vflhges  with  old  faooBMy  kAj 
ipibles,  through  the  small  irindowa  of  wkich  pretty 
laughmg  faces  were  peefmig;  derated  broken  hiOs^ 
hamlets  and  cottages  perdied  upon  or  dmoet 
hidden  amongst  them ;  streets  tenoainatiDg  m  ardi- 
ways  on  the  bank ;  vistas  through  these  archirayB, 
presenting  groups  of  men,  women,  and  dakbeB, 
as  if  placed  there  for  an  artist  to  sketch  ;  occasiiHi- 
ally  isolated  hills,  high,  dark,  desolate,  frowning 
and  jutting  into  the  river;  deep  ravines;  volcanic 
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lulls,  oonstaiidy  Tarjing  in  shi^  and  bdight,  some 
naked,  flome  densely  wooded,  with  Tinea  inter- 
spersed; moimtains  risii^  on  each  sde  perpen* 
dicularlj,  as  if  they  had  been  hewn  down  t&make 
mry  for  the  eoErent  upon  which  we  were  gliding ; 
strips,  nay,  patdies  of  vines^  wherever  ahandful of 
soil  oould  be  retained  to  nomridi  them,  formed  the 
featurea  of  the  aoeaery  throng  wfaidi  we  iqp- 
proadied  Bcilrtein, 

Eveiy  moment  some  curioua  nofwdty  appeared. 
Oar  ptogresa  was  so  rapid,  that  it  seemed  as  if  we 
weie  about  to  strike  agaimt  an  nqpenetrabk 
mass  «rf  huge  rock.  But  though  poMilling  my 
notes  «a  rapidly  and  with  as  mnch  fNferity  as  I 
eonid,  I  scarcely  lodced  up  firoaa  ny  boolc,  when 
the  diffieidties  I  had  just  dienied  insurmountabfe 
wnepoased,  and  a  new  aeries  of  afanikr  (iqiparent) 
dbstades  came  in  Tiew.  The  eye  and  hands  of  the 
pilot  were  never  at  rest.  It  required  n  pcrisot 
knowledge  of  the  river  to  emmpe  from  bcmg  dashed 
every  instant  against  one  bank  or  the  other,  aa 
abort,  ao  quick,  wcse  the  tonia  in  the  coime  ef  ikm 
cmrent.  In  some  parte  of  the  pMsage  the 
cf  date  toc^  a  slanting  dinctisn,  and  • 
j>2 
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interstibes  haying  been  formed  in  them  by  the 
rains  and  storms,  they  assumed  the  appearance  of 
staircases  from  the  base  to  the  summit  of  the 
mountain. 

It  was  difficult  to  set  down  the  names,  or  even 
to  count  the  number,  much  less  to  catch  the 
striking  features,  of  the  Tillages  by  which  we  now 
passed.  They  had  all  one  sort  of  attraction  or 
another:  churches,  bits  of  fortifications,  towers 
more  or  less  ruined,  fiagments  of  old  Roman  re- 
mains, and  white  cottages  in  sheltered  recesses  of 
rocks.  Senheim  and  Senhals  are  particularly 
striking  for  their  romantic  aspect.  So  also  is  Beil- 
stein,  nestled  at  the  foot  of  a  rock,  upon  the  top  of 
which  stand  the  ruins  of  a  round  tower,  and  of  a 
set  of  fortifications,  surmounted  by  a  square  don- 
jon keep,  constituting  altogether  one  of  the  most 
picturesque  memorials  of  chivalry  to  be  seen  on 
the  Moselle. 

The  course  of  the  river  immediately  after 
quitting  Belstein  is  very  remarkable :  the  windings 
of  the  Danube  and  the  Rhine  are,  in  some  places, 
sufficiently  curious ;  but  the  turn  which  the  Mo- 
selle pursues  here  appears  fantastic.    It  proceeds 
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at  first  right  towards  the  west  for  a  short  distance, 
then  it  runs  along  towards  the  north-west,  then 
passing  a  very  narrow  promontory,  rushes  back 
almost  direct  south  to  a  point  considerably  below 
the  latitude  of  Beilstein,  and  almost  as  far  as 
Soiheim,  until  it  arrives  at  Cocheim.  There  bend- 
ing round  again,  it  proceeds  northward.  Its 
greatest  caprices  may  be  said  to  be  then  over ;  its 
curves,  with  a  few  exceptions,  are  not  subsequently 
very  remarkable,  as  if  it  thought  fit  to  prepare 
itself,  with  all  due  decorum  and  dignity,  for  its 
union  with  the  Rhine. 

We  met  near  Beilstein  the  second  boat  that  plies 
upon  the  Moselle,  belonging  to  the  same  company 
as  that  in  which  we  were  embarked.  It  is  namdd 
after  the  river  itself,  and  seemed  to  be  of  about  the 
same  power  and  tonnage  as  ours.  Our  boat  was 
as  yet  anonymous.  I  afterwards  learned  from  a 
member  of  the  company  that  they  intended  to  call 
it  the  <<  Baldwin,^  in  honour  of  the  archbishop  of 
Treves,  whom  I  have  had  occasion  more  than  once 
to  mention.  The  engines  of  our  vessel  were  repre- 
sented to  me  as  producing  a  power  eqidvalent  to 
that  of  one  hundred  and  eigh^  horses.     The  en- 
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terprise  had  not  as  yet  assomed  a  saocessAil  aspect. 
It  was  neWf  and  aUboagh  the  river  had  no  doubt 
been  previously  traversed  by  many  penons  who 
are  fond  of  beautiful  scenery,  and  of  angling  in 
the  many  rivulets  which  yidd  their  tributes  to  the 
Moselle,  neverdielesB,  the  number  of  visitors  has 
'  hitherto  been  so  extremely  limited,  espedally  fitni 
England,  that  the  company  were  still  much  in  ad- 
vance upon  their  specnlation. 

The  Moselle,  not  being  on  the  highway  to  the 
baths  of  Germany,  has  been  altogether  neglected 
by  our  hosts  of  sununer  emigrants ;  or,  I  should 
rather  perhaps  say,  that  it  has  not  been  Icnown  to 
them.  Moreover,  the  fiuilities  of  steun  naviga- 
tion upcm  the  river  did  not  exist  before  the  summer 
of  IMl ;  and  the  barges,  i^ch  jneviously  afflmled 
the  only  means  of  tranrit,  were  far  from  bein^ 
eonifertabie.  Most  of  the  inns  between  Treves 
and  Coblenz,  on  both  sides  of  the  Mosdle,  are 
■aid  to  be  of  a  veiy  inferior  character ;  so  that  I 
bdieve  it  is  my  good  ^Mtune  to  introduce  to  the 
notice  of  my  countrymen  the  countless,  and  I  may 
truly  add,  the  matchless  charms  of  this  river. 

As  it  fell  to  my  lot  to  open  to  Europe  the  pre. 
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TJouslj  tmknoim  inniden  oP  the  Draube^  and  to 
^ire  no  B%bt  impulse  to  the  undertaking  of  the 
asflOoistioB  by  wfakfa  flteam4)OBt8  were  fintlaundied 
upon  it,  so  I  troBt  that  the  descripdon  which  this 
work  ooDtams  of  the  Moidle  will  induoe  many  to 
enjoy  the  delist  whidi  my  friend  and  I  expe- 
xienced  wtnie  contfunplating  its  attracdons — attrao 
tions  whidi  are  still,  and  eret  will  be  to  us,  dtsuroes 
of  the  most  agreeaUe  reoollectians.  For  my  own 
part,  I  look  back  upon  that  voyage  as  a  vision,  of 
wlncfa  I  could  not  have  had  any  presentiment.  I 
hope  that  before  my  sun  sets  bdow  the  horiaon 
of  life,  I  may  have  the  happiness  to  enjoy  it  again, 
and  to  roam  over  the  romantic  hills  and  valleys  by 
wfaicb  its  banks  are  so  prodigally  ornamented. 

We  had,  during  the  latter  hours  of  our  voyage, 
takai  in  at  various  stations  several  passengers 
daefly  of  the  better  oiders  of  society.  The  prin- 
cipal cabin  was  raised,  leaving  a  space  between  the 
door  of  entnoice  and  the  stem  open.  Foreseemg 
the  consequence  of  the  numbers  who  would  ait 
down  to  dinner,  and  of  the  heat  caused  by  the 
proximity  of  the  boilers,  I  concluded  that  even  a 
temporary  confinement  in  such  an  oven  would  be 
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any  thing  but  agreeable.  Moreover,  finding  it  im- 
possible to  withdraw  myself  from  the  panorama 
through  which  we  were  still  passmg,  I  secured  a 
small  table  in  the  open  space  above  mentioned, 
where  we  ordered  our  dinner  to  be  brought.  But 
I  could  not  put  my  pencil  out  of  my  hand.  A 
little  soup  and  roast  chicken  were  quite  sufficient 
to  appease  my  corporeal  appetite,  the  spirit  really 
prevailing  in  this  instance  over  the  flesh,  in  every 
sense  of  the  word. 

I  suspect  there  was  a  little  ingenuity  played  off 
here  by  the  steward,  by  fixing  the  dinner  hour  pre- 
cisely at  the  time  when  the  vessel  would  be  pass- 
ing through  some  of  the  choicest  scenery  on  the 
Moselle.  At  aU  events,  the  first  course  was  scarcely 
over,  when  the  word  *^  Cocheim  ^  having  been  an- 
nounced by  one  of  the  waiters,  the  ocnnpany  all 
rushed  out  in  a  body,  and  ascended  the  deck,  in 
order  to  admire  the  singularly  beautiful  prospect  of 
that  ancient  town  and  its  environs.  They  came  out, 
the  ladies  especially,  dripping  with  the  results  of 
the  atmosphere  in  which  they  must  have  beM 
nearly  boiled,  and  they  found  it  so  difficult  to  re- 
turn to  their  steam  Yfaih^  and  the  perfumes  with 
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which  it  -was  medicated — ^perfumes,  I  fSftncy^  not 
much  improved  by  the  odour  of  soups  and  vege- 
tables and  meats-— that  they  declined  to  return  to 
the  cabin.  The  waiters  pretended  to  be  in  a  state 
of  p^urbation,  but  they  were  not  slow  in  removing 
the  cloth. 

Our  table  was  the  envy  of  some  of  the  passen- 
gers, who  had  wished  to  have  prolonged  their  re- 
pa8t>  for  Germans  are  not  fond  of  being  interrupted 
upon  such  occasions.  We,  of  course,  offered  our 
table  to  any  of  the  ladies  who  would  accept  of  it, 
but  they  all  declined  except  one,  who  said,  in  very 
good  English,  spoken  with  a  German  accent,  that 
she  would  not  deprive  us  of  either  of  our  chairs,  but 
that,  if  we  would  permit  her,  she  would  join  our 
party;  and  so  saying  she  ordered  a.  stool  to  be 
brought  down  from  the  deck,  and  dessert  and  wine 
to  be  set  down  before  her. 

All  this  was  done  with  the  coolest  air  imaginable. 
I  had  noticed  her  in  the  morning,  for  she  had  em- 
barked at  Treves,  walking  on  deck  unaccompanied, 
occasionally  reading,  then  suddenly  stopping,  and 
placing  herself  in  a  pensive,  rather  theatrical  atti- 
tude, evidently  soliciting  attention.     Admiration 
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ihe  ooold  harclly  Iwm  expected,  fat  though  her 
tigure  iras  vesy  Igood,  and  raAer  above  the  cidi- 
naiy  ftmale  sse,  her  bust  and  her  featores  boie 
erery  tiaoe  of  uie  epoch  at  uie  wrong  side  of  foity* 
And  yet  it  was  msssKst  that  the  handmaids  of  & 
green-room  might,  by  the  exercise  of  their  miraca- 
lous  art,  have  sent  this  lady  forth  on  the  stage,  look- 
ing atleast  some  tenor  fifteen  years  younger.  Her 
eyes  werexlark  and  good,  and  so  well  disdpfined 
in  the  sdenoe  of  expression,  in  the  roll,  the  leer^ 
Ihe  coquettish  downward  look,  the  piercing  glance 
fix»m  the  corner  of  the  eye>iid,  that  I  had  no  hen- 
tation  in  setting  her  down  in  my  notes,  as  either 
a  public  player,  or  a  sin^ger,  or,  perhaps,  boA. 

I  endeavoured,  in  the  most  ddioate  way  I  ooold, 
to  gain  a  little  information  upon  this  point,  but  I 
was  unsuccesflful.  &e  talked  a  good  desl  about 
our  literature;  said  she  was  a  German,  iomI  shewed 
by  her  conversation  that  she  possessed  a  good  deal  of 
taste.  She  was  not  over-dressed,  but  what  she  had 
0n  was  of  the  best  materials.  Here  I  should  have 
left  herportrait,  but  I  think  it  may  be  useM  to 
some  young  travellers,  into  whose  hands  these 
volumes  may  chance  to  fall,  to  follow  up  the  sketdi 
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I  have  given  of  her,  by  a  &m  particQlan»  wliidi 
may,  I  hope,  serve  as  a  cautkm  to  them  whea 
wanderiog  abroad. 

She  at  first  endeavoured  to  reoonmiend  herself  to 
any  espedal  notice^  talked  of  the  inconvemences  to 
which  ladies,  obliged  by  affidrs  of  importance  to 
make  long  journeys,  were  exposed,  and  of  the 
mifleries  of  having  upon  such  occasions  nobody  to 
talk  to.  I  saw  at  once  her  object,  and  treated  her 
aooordingly,  but  with  all  necessary  politeness. 
Her  manoeuvres — end  they  diqdayed  consummate 
ddli  and  tact — were  next  played  off  upon  my 
young  firiend.  But  even  had  I  not  been  near  to 
warn  him,  his  own  solid  virtues  would  have  saved 
him  from  danger— danger,  by  the  bye,  not  very 
aerioas  in  this  case,  for  the  lady,  though  not  with«- 
ovt  some  remnants  of  comeliness,  possessed  no  very 
irresistiUe  attractions. 

When  we  subsequently  landed  at  CoUenz,  we 
fixmd  her  in  the  same  hotel  with  oursdves,  and  as 
it  is  the  usual  fashion  in  Germany  for  all  die  guests, 
whether  fiunifies,  single  ladies,  or  gentlemen,  to 
bceakfast,  dine,  and  sup  in  the  same  saloon,  gene- 
rally a  very  spacious  one,  it  happened,  by  some 
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accident  that  we  were  again  near  each  other,  while 
Bellew  and  I  were  endeavouring  to  console  our- 
selves for  the  scanty  dinner  (not' certainly  attribu- 
table to  the  steward)  which  we  had  had  on  board 
the  steamer.  The  presence  of  many  othd:  guests 
deterred  her  from  renewing  her  conversation  with 
us :  but  she  had  not  yet  abandoned  her  designs. 

To  the  key  of  every  sleeping-chamber  in  the 
hotel  there  is  attached  a  small  round  piece  of  lead, 
upon  which  is  impressed  the  number  of  the  apart- 
ment to  which  it  affords  access.  Our  friend  laid 
her  key  upon  the  table,  near  her  plate,  but  she  took 
very  good  care  that  the  side  of  the  lead  shewing  the 
number  should  be  uppermost.  Her  purpose,  so 
far  as  we  were  concerned,  turned  out  a  decided 
failure,  and  she  saw  it  She  then  upon  some  pre- 
text postponed  her  supper.  In  a  few  minutes  after, 
we  saw  her  seated  before  a  cotelette  de  veau^  and  ia 
high  conversation  with  a  Jew !  The  next  day  we 
observed  her  hastening  on  board  the  steam-boat  for 
Dusseldorf! 

Now,  I  believe,  I  do  this  person  no  injustice  in 
designating  her  as  an  adventurer,  who  had  set  out 
upon  an  expedition  to  find  some  dupe,  more  espe- 
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dally,  if  she  could,  some  English  dupe,  upon 
whom  she  could  fix  herself  for  a  while,  and  from 
whose  pockets  she  might  extract  as  much  money  as 
she  could.  The  first  stage  of  blandishments  being 
over,  she  would  next  have  recourse  to  persecution, 
frcrni  which  she  would  not  dedst  until  her  captive 
should  propitiate  her  by  a  considerable  ransom. 

This  occurrence  reminds  me  of  another  some- 
what kindred  circumstance,  which  I  ought  to  have 
already  mentioned.  Being  on  our  way  horn 
Namur  to.  Dinant  in  the  coupe  of  the  diligence, 
while  changing  horses  at  the  first  stage  from  the 
former  place,  a  man,  not  ill-dressed,  but  by  no  means 
of  prepossessing  appearance,  entered  the  coupe^  and 
placed  himself  between  Bellew  and  me.  There 
was  abundant  room  for  him  in  the  interior  of  the 
diligence,  and  I  intimated  as  much  to  him ;  but  he 
did  not  take  tlie  hint.  Meantime  the  fresh  horses 
were  put  to,  and  we  drove  ofip.  He  was  apparently 
very  anxious  to  engage  us  in  conversation,  told  us 
that  he  was  an  ofiioer  in  the  police,  and  produced 
a  very  handsome  tortoise-shell  snufi*-box  from 
which  he  requested  us  to  take  snuff.  This  we  de- 
clined.   He  then  called  our  attention  to  a  painting 
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upcNi  thecxtanalaadeof  tkelidof  tfaebox.  Tb 
pasKtin^  repveflCDled  a  gxcnpof  figmea  at  ctid% 
and  was  oertnnl j  rerj  hematitaOji  cxaciited.  As 
lie  eoDoemd  tliafc  he  had  tk»  madb  some  w«7  wtt 
ns^beMid  that  these  was  oa  the  BMide<]f  theUd 
another  paiatitig  mtidi  better  eaeeciited  etcn  dun 
the  cue  we  had  aeen^  and  inslantljr  he  teraed  it  op 
and  placed  before  us  a  aoene  of  the  aiost  disguadng 
descriptioiL  DedriiighimtoshutfabboxiaBtflBdjj 
I  told  him  plasnly  that  he  was  an  agent  of  Sataii 
and  Aat  if  he  did  not  quit  the  etmpi  at  the  ncact 
stage»  I  should  denounce  him  to  the  eooduetemr. 
I  most  admit  that  he  aj^peaxed  utterly  disBayed  at 
the  suddenness  of  my  i^tadc :— ^  You  aie  quite 
light,  Sir»"  he  said ;  <'  I  am  indeed  what  you  haw 
described  ma''  He  put  his  boor  in.  his  pockety 
uttered  no  other  word,  and  at  the  next  stage  he  hat 
no  time  in  getting  out  of  the  €0up6f  not  danng 
to  widi  us  ^^'BmijouT^  or  eren  to  hwk  up  at  uk 
May  I  hope  that  the  incident  has  not  been  wiAoot 
ttsefel  results  to  hiuM^f  ? 

But  Bu^  I  still  fivthor  trust  that  the  rektbn  sf 
dus  occurxenoe  will  serre  to  catstion  youthful 
toooala  upon  die  contiBeBty  agnnst  t&e  host  of 
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tempters  of  the  same  class  aa  this  bad  man,  who 
abound  in  every  populous  city,  especially  in  Paris, 
Brussels,  Vienna,  Prague,  Munich,  Milan,  Florence, 
and  Naples  ?  The  first  and  the  last  of  the  cities 
literally  swarm  with  the  most  degraded  of  the 
masculine  division  of  car  aptcica  ;  and  the  chances 
are  at  least  fifty  to  one,  that  a  young  gentleman  of 
any  appearance  of  wealth  wiD  not  escape  with  un- 
tainted  morala  fiom  ether  Napka  or  Paris,  unless 
his  rei%ioi»i  principles  be  of  tlie  aouodesfr  order,  or 
he  be  accompanied  by  a  fiiend  who  knows  how  to 
protect  him  from  Ihese  vile  traders  ia  the  most 
fatal  and  infamous  of  all  the  vices. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

Sitofttion  of  Cocfaeim.  Its  CasUe.  Its  Trade.  Marshal  Bonf- 
flen.  Religioas  Edifices.  Chiunch  of  St  Castor.  Days  of  the 
Pilgrimages.  Romantic  Castle  of  Elz.  Its  Interior.  Its  Ar- 
moury. Mosdkem.  Its  Misfortones.  Its  peculiar  Aillictiais. 
Castle  of  ffishofttein.    Pilgiimage  Stations.    Ehrenberg  CasUe. 

CocHEiM  is  seated  at  the  base  of  two  hills  of 
the  sugar-loaf  shape,  one  ocmsiderably  higher  than 
the  other,  and  each  surmounted  by  the  ruins  of 
ancient  castles,  several  of  the  towers  of  which  are 
still  standbg  in  very  good  preservation.  At  the 
foot  of  the  more  elevated  hill  there  is  a  square 
castle  not  much  injured  by  time.  Far  behind  may 
be  seen  piles  of  mountains,  some  tabled  at  the  top^ 
some  descending  in  waving  lines  until  they  are  lost 
in  the  azure  distance.  A  valley  opens  between  the 
two  castle-crowned  hills.  It  is  of  no  great  extent, 
but  it  exhibits  a  picture  of  natural  fertility,  and 
of  human  industry  carried  to  one  of  the  highest 
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practicable  degrees  of  perfecdoDi  diversified  by 
bcdd  escarpments  of  naked  rocks,  and  by  eminences 
covered  with  brambles. 

The  single  castle  just  mentioned,  as  neAr  the 
MoseUe,  stands  upon  a  plateau  of  rock.  Its 
watch-towers  and  the  strong  wall  by  which  it  is  sur- 
rounded disclose  the  importance  formerly  attached 
to  Cocheim,  it  having  been  then  one  of  the  Imperial 
towns.  The  bleached  battlements,  when  illumined 
by  the  sun,  shine  out  with  the  lustre  of  burnished 
steel  armour.  Higher  up  the  hill,  at  the  foot  of 
whidi  the  castle  is  placed,  there  is  a  small  old  chapel, 
which  imparts  an  an:  of  sanctity,  as  the  castle  does 
of  chivalry,  to  the  picture.  To  the  pilrish  churdi 
IS  annexed  a  belfry  of  considerable  height,  and  we 
have  moreover  within  vision  an  old  Capuchin  con- 
vent,  now  a  school,  which,  from  its  imposing  extent 
and  lofty  situation,  possesses  an  iroposmg  feature 
in  the  general  scene. 

The  town  is  seated  on  the  left  bimk  of  the  river, 
in  a  sort  of  funnel,  of  little  more  than  half  a  league 
in  diameter.  It  has  always  been  a  port  of  some 
consequence,  and  is  said  to  contain  8,500  inhabi* 
tants.    Almost  every  house  is  engaged  in  trade,  its 
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pxincipal  oommeroe  being  in  the  fom9  wises  of  xtB 
vidnitj^  in  linens,  groceries,  and  iioo.  It  has  all 
the  appearance  of  being  a  bus^  and  highly  pros- 
perous town,  and  carries  on  a  coosideraUe  tiade 
with  Cohlenz^  Frankfort  on  the  Maine,  and  several 
places  on  die  banks  of  the  Mosdle. 

In  the  season  when  its  passage-boat  is  engaged  in 
conducting  the  merchants  to  and  fitxn  the  gieat 
iair  of  Frankfort,  it  is  their  custom,  upon  their  r^ 
turn,  to  throw  toys  to  the  little  urchins  who  take 
good  care  to  crowd  the  banks  of  the  Mcselle  when 
the  passage-boat  is  expected  on  its  way  bade  to 
Cocheim.  This  town  and  its  neighbourhood  have 
an  ample  space  in  the  .histories  of  all  the  wars 
carried  on  in  that  country.  The  characters  of  the 
French  Marshal  Boufflecs,  and  of  his  subcwdinate 
in  command,  M*  de  Gkignan  (son-in-law  of  Madame 
de  Sevigne),  are  deefdy  stained  by  dieir  conduct 
here  towards  the  valiant  men  who  held  out  for  a 
long  time  against  the  forces  of  Louis  XIV.  The 
town  having  be^  eventually  taken  by  storm,  the 
Marshal  crudly  issued  an  order,  which  was  literallj 
executed  by  de  Grignan,  that  the  whole  garrison^ 
consisting  of  1,600  Brandenbmgen,  should  be  put 
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to  the  sword.  The  ruinB  on  the  lesser  hill  are 
those  of  Winneburg,  the  andent  fittnily  «eat  of  tike 
Mettemicbs. 

Proceeding  on  our  course^  we  passed  by  the 
village  of  Clotten,  very  prettily  situated.  It  has  a 
considerable  trade  in  slates.  The  mountakis  here 
begin  to  decliue  in  grandeur,  and  the  liver  flowing 
onward  in  a  tamer  course  allowed  me  to  lay  down 
my  well-worn  pencil  for  a  while.  Treis,  an  andent 
Roman  tow^,  is  distinguished  by  a  peculiarly  ele- 
gant modem  church.  It  is  trmrersed  by  the  Flaum* 
bach,  which  during  autumn  abounds  in  crawfish 
and  salmon.  Nearly  c^posite  Treis  is  (on  the  left 
bank)  Garden,  than  which  no  town  on  the  Moselle 
is  more  celebrated  for  the  number  and  b^uty  of  its 
old  religious  edifices.  And,  as  if  belonging  to  the 
^good  old  times,^  up  came,  at  the  moment  we 
were  approaching  the  town,  a  small  barge  with  a 
cross  erected  in  it 

At  the  Idft,  upon  the  point  of  a  rock,  stands  the 
solitary  chapd  of  Zills;  and  on  the  right,  the  verj 
lemarkable  church  of  St.  Castor,  with  its  three 
lofty  belfries,  which,  added  to  the  high  gabls«nd 
lengthened  roofs  in  the  Bomanesque  style  of  arcfai* 
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tecture,  tend  to  give  it  a  peculiar  and  most  inter- 
esting appearance.  This  church  was  erected  in  the 
twelfth  century,  when  the  body  of  the  saint  (sub- 
sequently transferred  to  Coblenz)  was  buried  in  it. 
Here  are  also  a  female  convent,  and  on  several 
parts  of  the  declivities  small  oratories,  with  well- 
trodden  paths  leading  to  them.  These  are  all 
stations  for  pilg^mages  which  were  of  very  fre- 
quent occurrence  in  the  olden  days  of  piety. 

The  traditions  of  the  neighbourhood  speak  of  a 
hdy  hermit  who  sustained  himself  by  eating  the 
wild  fruits  of  the  woods ;  of  a  good  man,  the 
founder  of,,  several  religious  houses,  who  drank 
only  of  water,  in  order  that  he  might  bestow  his 
wine  upon  the  poor ;  and  of  dukes,  and  princes, 
and  <<  lords,  and  ladies  gay,^  who,  dressed  in  the 
garb  of  pilgrims,  used  to  come  periodically  to  vidt 
the  shrines  of  St.  Castor,  and  perform  amongst 
them  their  devotions.  The  saint  lived  in  the  fourth 
century,  and  was  one  of  the  most  celebrated  of  the 
misrionaries,  who  dedicated  themselves  to  the  con- 
Tersion  of  the  Pagan  inhabitants  of  the  country. 
A  rude  grotto  is  shewn  above  the  town,  which  is 
said  to  have  been  his  chief  residence.    There  is 
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Still  ia  it  a  curious  old  cross.  By  the  water  side, 
at  the  low»  end  of  the  town,  is  a  singular  castel- 
lated building,  with  projecting  towers.  It  was 
probably. intended  to  be  the  palace  of  some  **  baron 
bold,^  though  never  completed  for  that  purpose. 

Mrs.  Raddiffe  would  have  been  enraptured  had 
it  been  her  fortune  to  have  visited  Elz,  so  called 
from  the  rivulet  of  that  name,  which,  after  making 
a  thousand  contortions,  runs  nearly  lound  a  lofty 
hill  on  its  course  to  the  Moselle.  Upon  the  sum- 
mit of  the  hill  is  seated  an  old  castle,  famous  in  the 
history  of  the  Electorate  of  Treves,  and  as  the 
cradle  of  the  brave  knights  of  Elz  ;  strange  to  Ray, 
this  old  building  has  been  spared,  both  by  the  lapse 
of  time  and  the  hand  of  man.  It  remains,  with 
some  very  few  exceptions,  precisely  as  it  was  three 
centuries  ago.  The  summit  of  the  hill  upon  which 
it  stands  is  wholly  occupied  by  the  building,  audit 
is  accessible  only  by  a  narrow  isthmus,  finom  which 
it  is  reached  by  a  draw-bridge ;  its  high  gables, 
its  pointed  slate  roofs,  its  numberless  towers  and 
turrets,  its  oriel  and  narrow  pointed  windows  filled 
with  painted  glass  of  every  colour,  give  it  externally 
all  the  features  which  we  know  to  have  belonged. 
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but  are  now  so  rarely  seen,  to  a  genuine  primitiTe 
feudal  palace. 

Dark  vaulted  passages  conduct  the  visitor  from 
the  gate  of  the  entrance  to  a  narrow  and  obscure 
court,  where  he  would  expect  every  moment  to  see 
mailed  knights  mounting  their  steeds,  prepared  to  go 
forth  upon  some  hostile  expedition.  The  country 
peofdeare  fiilly  persuaded  that  this  castle  is  haunted 
by  a  q>iiit,  which  they  call  ^  der  Burggdst.^ 

The  interior  of  tihe  edifice  abounds  in  corridors, 
labyrinths  of  chambers  of  every  shape,  octagonal, 
hexagonal,  circular,  square,  and  three-comer  ;  spH 
ral  staircases,  mjrsterious  recesses,    sliding  paa- 
nels,  secret   rooms    and   recesses,   possessmg  no 
kind  of  OTder,  and  shewing  many  traces  of  altera- 
tions made  aocovding  to  the  taste  of  its  various  pro- 
prietors.   Near  the  ^trance  there  is  a  small  diapel, 
which  seems  to  have  been  constructed  without  the 
slightest  regard  to  elegance.     In  the  armoury  there 
are  still  several  curious  objects,  such  as  pieces  of  old 
tapestry,  tilting  saddles,  lances,  bows  and  arrows, 
and  rusty  coats  of  mail.    Many  more  articles  of 
thia  kind  had  been  deposited  formerly  in  this  &»- 
loon,  but  at  the  time  of  the  first  French  invasion 
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(1791)  they  were  remored  to  Mayence.  What 
has  fflnce  become  of  them  does  not  appear  to  be 
known;  amcxigst  them  were  cuirasses  and  horse- 
trappings  bearing  the  sign  of  the  cross  ;  no  doubt 
they  had  been  used  by  the  knights  of  Elz,  who 
had  accompanied  the  emperor  Frederick  to  Pales- 
tine. In  some  of  the  galleries  portraits  of  the  family 
are  hung  up,  executed  in  a  very  indifferent  style, 
and  fast  fading  away.  The  roof  in  some  parts  is  in 
a  most  dilapidated  condition.  The  walls  of  the  tur- 
rets are  pierced  with  loopholes,  through  which  may 
be  seen  romantic  Tiews  of  the  surrounding  country. 
The  circuitous  courses  of  the  Elz,  through  the 
woods  and  rocks  below,  can  be  advantageously 
traced  throu^  these  apertures. 

Sesoming  our  way  down  the  river,  we  passed  by 
some  rows  of  orange  trees  which  we  saw  for  the 
first  time;  and  then  by  the  village  of  Moselkem, 
exhibiting  its  exceedingly  handsome  houses,  backed 
by  beautiful  landscapes,  and  many  tokens  of  a  pros- 
perous trade.  This  village  encountered  a  series  of 
particularly  severe  misfortunes  during  the  thirty 
years^  war,  and  still  more  after  the  peace  of  West- 
phalia.   Two  regiments  of  Swedish  cavalry  had 
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harassed  the  inhabitants,  by  haying  made  it  their 
free  quarters  during  a  long  winter.  They  had 
scarcely  .taken  thar  departure,  when  the  left  bank 
of  the  river  was  occupied  by  twen^  regiments  of 
Imperial  Lorrainers,  with  10,000  draught  horses. 
These  troops  infinitely  surpassed  those  of  Sweden 
in  ferocity.  Althou^  the  soldiers  of  a  Catholic 
prince,  they  made  no  distinction  between  priest  and 
layman ;  they  plundered  the  villages,  convents,  and 
churches,  all  round  the  country.  The  peasants 
fled  into  the  depths  of  the  forests,  and  the  recesses 
of  the  mountains.  The  soldiers  in  their  fury  de- 
stroyed every  thing  they  could  lay  their  hands 
upon ;  they  demolished  the  houses,  and  burnt  the 
timbers,  or  threw  them  into  the  Mosdle. 

*<  It  is  not,  ^*  says  the  narrator  of  these  facts  (who 
wrote  in  Latin),  *^  a  heretic,  a  Jew,  or  a  Turk,  who 
has  inflicted  upon  us  these  evils,  but  a  neighbour- 
ing prince,  and  a  Catholic,  whom  we  have  in  no 
way  whatever  injured,  or  provoked."  He  adds 
with  much  naivete,  which  shews,  however,  how  ter- 
ribly the  poor  people  had  suflered:  *'  Felices  sane 
fuerunt  mulieres  nostrae,  quia  tanquam  steriles  ab 
onni  hujus  initio  hoc  usque,  un&  solummodo  ex- 
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oept&,  non  peperunt :  id  quod  noa  makdictioDem 
lit  oliro,  sed  magnam  benedictionem  credo  :^— • 
*^  Truly  fortunate  were  our  women,  who,  as  if  bar* 
ren  from  the  beginning  of  this  year  down  to  this 
moment,  one  alone  excepted,  brought  forth  no  chil- 
dren ;  an  event,  which,  though  under  other  circum- 
stadoes  would  have  been  eonsidered  a  curse,  I  look 
upon  as  a  great  blessing.^ 

The  castle  of  Bisho&tein  shewed  itself  to  us 
fiom  a  considerable  distance.  Its  tall  cylindrical 
doDJon  tower  is  a  very  remarkable  olgect,  <hi  ac- 
count of  a  well-defined  white  streak  by  which  it  is 
surrounded;  a  particularity  attributed  by  the 
people  of  the  country  to  an  inundation,  during 
which  the  waters,  it  is  supposed,  ascended  to  the 
altitude  of  that  dncture,  although  no  account  has 
been  handed  down  of  any  such  flood  since  the 
period  when  this  valley  had  been  first  inhabited. 

Opposite  the  castle  are  the  ruins  of  an  old  chapel, 
surrounded  by  brambles,  and  a  little  lower  down 
a  second  chi^l,  the  ancient  ornaments  and  mitred 
windows  of  which  are  still  in  excellent  preservation* 
A  pathway  leads  up  the  mountain,  on  either  side 
of  which  may  be  seen  small  shrines,  and  fragments 
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of  not  ill-exeeuled  images  of  saints,  shewing  that 
thiff  was  a  place  where  pilgrimages  were  performed 
in  other  days.  Silence  and  solitude  now  prevail, 
where  formerly  pious  hymns  and  canticles  were 
heard,  accompanied  by  the  pipe  and  tabor,  and  the 
sacred  standards  of  the  pilgrims,  exhibiting  the 
cross,  floated  in  the  air. 

We  next  arrived  at  Hatzenport,  pleasantly  d- 
tttated.  Its  diurch  stands  prominent  upon  a 
height,  separated  by  a  ravine  from  a  saTage4ooking 
diaitt  of  mountains.  Ehrenberg  castle  then  comes 
hi  view.  The  village  is  placed  at  the  foot  of  an 
isolated  mountain,  as  if  to  secure  to  itself  protection 
from  the  knights,  who,  in  former  ages,  occupied 
the  castle  upon  its  summit.  That  strong-hold, 
however,  has  loi^  since  been  abandoned,  its  ruin 
having  been  wrought  more  by  the  influence  of  time 
and  tempest  than  by  the  hand  of  man.  The  histo- 
rical recollections  with  which  it  is  associated  reif- 
der  it  one  of  the  most  interesting  monuments  of 
chivalry  in  all  Germany. 


Digitized  by  V3OOQ1C 


59 


CHAPTEE  VI. 

Vniage  of  Brtxianbach.  Magical  Valky.  The  Castle  of  Throii^ 
•PaniahmoDl  of  s  Spj.  Tiahmwn.  Goadorf.  Inoktoent  Waft* 
ther.  <*Saoe''  in  the  MoaeUe.  Variable  Ughts.  Roina  af 
Cobern.  Chapel  of  St.  Matthew.  Scolptnrea  injured  by  Sol- 
diers. DiebHch.  Vale  of  Chivalry.  VineTenwdi.  Gomtry 
of  the  Claigy.    A  Nomiery.    Ita  frail  Sentind. 

The  Tillage  of  Brodenbach,  just  bdow  Hatzen- 
port,  would  scarcely  have  demanded  notice,  but 
for  a  curious  relic  of  antiquity  which  is  seen  there, 
a  crucifix  sculptured  in  the  wall  of  a  private 
house,  and  near  it  the  escutcheon  of  the  noble 
fitmily  of  Ehrenberg-Fyrmont,  with  the  date  of 
1444.  Above  the  head  of  the  Redeemer  is  the 
figure  of  a  pelican  opening  her  breast  for  the 
nourishment  of  her  young,  and  at  the  foot  is  a 
representation  of  a  knight  engaged  in  prayer. 
This  crucifix  is  no  doubt  the  one  referred  to  in  the 
register  of  the  castle,  which  says,  under  the  date 
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of  1460  :•— '<  En  automne^  un  ohm  de  vin  au  cbap- 
elain  du  burg,  pour  litanies  derant  le  crucifix  de  la 
cour.^  The  river  Ehrenbach,  near  the  mouth  of 
which  the  village  is  situated,  issues  out  of  a  ravine, 
which,  though  gloomy*  and  uninviting  at  first, 
opens,  as  if  by  enchantment,  upon  a  most  charming 
valley,  diversified  by  vineyards  and  emerald  pas- 
tures, and  shut  in,  as  if  to  preserve  its  solitude 
sacred,  by  an  amphitheatre  of  impending  ibcks, 
from  which  fall  several  cascades.  What  a  de- 
lightful spot  for  a  hermitage ! 

The  Moselle  here  makes  a  sudden  curve  to  the 
left,  and  conducts  us  to  the  little  town  of  Aiken. 
A  mass  of  rocks  juts  out  boldly  here  almost  into 
the  river.  In  order  to  mark  it,  an  image  of  St 
John  N^pomucene,  the  patron  of  watermen,  has 
been  erected  amongst  the  higher  cliffs.  On  the 
summit  of  a  high  mountain  is  seen  the  celebcated 
castle  of  Thron,  still  imposing,  even  in  its  ivy- 
mantled  ruins.  Its  two  round  towers  with  their 
battlements,  and  the  extent  of  its  walls,  sufficiently 
attest  that  it  was  not  formerly  the  residence  of  an 
inferior  knight.  The  construction  of  it  was  comr 
menced  by  the  Count  Palatin  Henry,  upon  his 
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return  firom  Palestine.  It  was  finished  in  the 
year  ISOQ,  when  it  became  his  ordinary  place  of 
abode.  At  that  time  he  exercised  sovereignty  over 
the  imperial  territories  on  the  borders  of  the  Mo- 
selle,  as  the  delegate  of  his  brother,  the  Emperor 
Otbo  IV.  This  castle  was  often  an  apple  of  dis- 
cord between  the  Hotspur  princes  and  electors  of 
those  days.  Upon  one  occasion  it  was  saved  from 
capture  by  the  Count  Palatin,  who  brought  a  re- 
inforcement to  its  relief;  and  as  soon  as  the  in- 
vaders were  driven  away,  the  conquerors  punished 
a  judge  of  the  vfllage  who  acted  as  a  spy  for  the 
besiegers,  by  susfwnding  him  to  a  rope  fastened 
above  the  ravine  that  separates  the  mountain  upon 
which  the  castle  stands  from  that  of  Bidden,  and 
made  him  swing  in  the  air  over  a  frightful  abyss. 
In  one  of  the  towers  of  the  castle  an  old  picture 
on  canvass  is  shewn,  representing  this  execution. 

On  to  Catenes,  a  small  viUage,  so  called  from 
the  Latin  word  Catena,  chain,  because  the  Ro- 
mans, it  is  said,  often  barred  the  river  here  by  an 
iron  chain  drawn  across  from  side  to  side*  From 
Catenes  the  Moselle  winds  dightly  to  Lehmen, 
which  is  in  good  repute  for  its  wines ;  and  then  to 
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Gondorf.  The  latter  carries  on  m  extensive  trade 
in  the  sale  of  "wood,  and  also  of  potters^  earth  and 
pipe-day.  It  serres  HdUand  with  a  great  propor- 
tioQ  of  its  matfrials  for  the  pipe  manufacture. 

During  the  preceding  three  or  four  hours  the 
day  was  very  fine,  and  particularly  favourable  for 
viewing  the  unrivalled  scenery  through  which  we 
had  been  so  delightfully  gliding;  but  as  we  ap- 
proached Coblenz  the  sky  was  suddedy  darkened, 
and  although  now  and  then  gleams  of  li^bt  escaped 
through  breaks  in  the  clouds,  yet  they  rapidly  dis* 
appeared.  The  temperature,  which  had  lately  been 
rather  warm  than  otherwise,  became  remarkaUy 
cold,  and  while  passing  by  two  or  three  deep 
ravines  on  the  right  bank,  gusts  of  wind  of  a  verj 
violent  diaracter  rushed  out  upon  us,  and  senaiUy 
agitated  the  surface  of  the  river:  the  heaveos 
seemed  threatening  every  moment  to  pour  doim 
upon  us  a  deluge. 

The  sunuuits  of  the  hills  and  mountains  as  we 
passed  still  continued  to  be  crowned  with  castles 
and  ruins  of  the  most  picturesque  descriptioiL 
We  had  to  encounter,  just  be£are  we  readied 
Cobem,  a  <<race^  in  the  Mosdle.     I  know  not 
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whether  this  is  a  usual  oocunence,  or  whether  it 
was  to  be  attributed  to  the  extnordiiuiry  force  of 
the  wind,  by  which  the  ordinary  carls  of  the 
surface  were  lifted  into  mimic  waves,  which  eveu 
fixuned  against  our  vesseL  The  elements  seemed 
much  disturbed  all  tttmnd  us;  the  doods  wene 
mshiagin  a  westerly  direction,  and  through  them 
came  xays  of  the  sun,  now  flanging  luminous 
patches  upon  the  hills,  over  whidi  they  diased 
each  other,  now  forming  long  paths  of  light  upon 
the  Moselle,  which  ware  no  sooner  defined  than 
they  were  withdrawn,  as  if  exhibited  through  the 
lens  of  a  mi^c  lantern. 

The  ruins  upon  the  hei^t  behind  the  litde 
town  of  Cohem  may  be  justly  said  to  wear  an  air 
of  peculiar  grandeur.  They  oonsist  principally  of 
two  castles,  surrounded  by  massive  walls  of  cut 
atone,  according  to  the  modem  usage.  Within 
the  enclosure  of  the  upper  castle  stands  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  chapels  in  Europe,  dedicated  in 
honour  of  the  qxistle.St  Matthew.  It  has  been 
lately  reatcved  by  a  skilful  architect,  and  is  well 
worth  examination.  The  best  account  I  could 
find  of  this  edifice  represents  it  as  constructed  in 
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the  oriental  style,  of  which  very  few  examples  are 
to  be  seen  in  the  Rhenish  countries,  and  only  one 
or  two  in  Italy.  It  is  in  the  form  of  the  baptistery 
of  Constantine,  near  the  church  of  St.  John  La- 
tern,  in  Rome,  or,  in  other  words,  of  the  church  of 
the  Holy  Sepulchre.  The  model  of  it  is  said  to  have 
been  brought  over  from  Palestine  by  the  Burggmf 
Henri  d'Issenburg,  a  near  rdative  of  Grerlach  the 
younger,  lord  of  Cobem,  who  described  himself  in 
all  his  acts  as  ^  Cruce  Signatus.^  It  is  a  hexagon 
of  five-and-twenty  feet  in  diameter,  in  the  middle 
ci  which  a  second  hexagon  is  elevated,  terminating 
in  a  cupola  of  ten  feet  in  diameter;  the  cupola  ia 
lighted  by  six  windows,  and  sustained  by  six 
columns*  each  of  which  rests  upon  clusters  of  firar 
small  pillars,  united  by  arches.  The  windows  re^ 
semUe  the  ace  of  dubs  in  shape.  The  exact  date 
of  the  construction  of  this  very  graceful  building 
is  unknown ;  it  is  well  ascertained,  however,  that 
a  perpetual  lamp,  established  by  the  ArchUshop 
Boemcmd,  was  burning  in  it  in  the  year  I860. 

The  imposmg  beauty  of  this  celebrated  chapel, 
and  its  position  upon  a  steep  rock,  had  preserved 
it  from  injury,  until  the  period  of  the  passage  of 
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the  Rhine  by  the  allied  armies  in  181 4|  when  some 
volunteer  chasseurs,  placed  for  observation  in  the 
town,  entered  the  chapel  in  a  state  of  intoxication, 
and  broke  one  of  the  most  elegant  sculptures  by 
which  the  altar  was  adorned.  A  holy  hermit  who 
lived  near  it  collected  the  fragments,  and  took  care 
of  them  while  he  lived.  Their  subsequent  fate  is 
unknown.  The  people  of  the  country  call  this 
edifice  the  Church  of  the  Knights  Templar,  very 
probably  because,  after  tlie  aboliticMi  of  the  order, 
several  of  its  members  resided  at  Altenberg  for 
some  years.  It  was  the  principal  station  of  the  great 
pilgrimage  which  used  to  take  place  every  year 
upon  the  festival  of  St.  Matthew,  and  which  the 
inhabitants  of  Coblenz  fonnerly  extended  along 
the  banks  of  the  Moselle,  as  far  as  Treves.  The 
character  of  the  country  near  Cobem,  and  the 
fashion  of  the  houses,  give  it  very  much  of  a  Swiss 
aspect. 

At  a  short  distance  below  Cobem  stands  Die- 
blich,  the  terminus  of  that  part  of  the  district  of 
the  Mosaic  which  may  lie  correctly  described  as 
the  **  Vale  of  Chivahry,"  extending  from  that  point 
perhaps  about  nine  leagues  altogether  up  the  river, 
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upon  both*  its  baaks.  Froni  tWelve  to  twenty 
towns  and  riUagesx  nmyGsstles^diarches^cluqpels, 
|nlgrimage  statiens,  and  other  emUems  of  the 
spirit  of  independence  and  vaUantry,  in  those  ages 
always  mingled'witb  anr  enthusiastie  regard  to  re- 
Hgion,  comlnn^  to  prove  the  attachment  which 
numbers  of  the  noUe  crasaders,  after  their  return 
froifa  Palestine,  appear  to  have  eonoetved  for  bU 
that  part  of  the  cotmtiy. 

There  were  indeed  in  it^  as  we  have  seen,  many 
attractions  for  that  order*  of  iniiids  which  is  sus- 
ceptible of  the  channsof  romantic  scenery.  The 
isolated,  lofty,  and  oAx:n  inaccessible  recks '  with 
which  it  abounds^  a^Hfded  them  iivvourable  posi* 
.  tions  for  the  erection  ^of  stroaghMds.  ■  its  great 
natural  fertility ;  the  fine  solitudes  crested  by  the 
numerous  and*  extraoidinaiy  contortions  of  the 
river,  ^icdrseemed  calcidated  to  sedude  them  from 
the  world ;  the  convents,  and  abbeys,  and  sacred 
edifices  of  every  description  whidi  th^^had  found 
already  established  tbere^  mus^'  ita  thehrview,  con- 
sidering the  h^My-wroi^ht  'veligious~  sentiments 
with  which  they^came  badrdficnm  thfe  ttolj  "Lgod^ 
have  renckred  the  whole  tdiey.|ieeuiiarly  inviting 
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to  their  feelings.  Hence  it'  is  not  pettsiUe,  Tbe- 
liere,  to  find  in  any  other  part  of  Europe  a  tract 
nt  territory  including  the  matchless  charms  of  its 
river,  its  Tineyards,  gardens,  meadows,  upltrnds, 
'  tieathfr,  and  fotests,  mountains,  vaHeys,  and  ravines, 
^hich  BO  fully  realizes-  all  that  the  imagination, 
filled  with  chivalrous  visions  and  associations,  could 
have  pictured  to  itself,  siB  in  the  region  we  have 
now  kft  behind  us. 

Upon  the  steep  rocks  of  the  left  bank  of  the 
river  rises  an  amphitheatre  of  terraces,  which  are 
nearly  all  sustained  by  solid  wails,  or  vaults  arched 
over,  and  arer  planted  with  vines.  Nature  seems 
here  to  be  completely  subjugated  by  the  hand  of 
man.  One  wonders  how  the  vine-dresser  can  sup- 
port himself  while  engaged  in  his  labours  upon 
those  precipitous  heights,  where  the  wild  goat 
done,  it  would  seem,  coAId  obtain  a  foodng. 
*  IHebKch  (which  is  a  bonsiderable  village)  and 
its  environs  were  formerly  iidiabited  by  some  of 
the  proudest  of  the  nobiMt/in  -aH  diat  country— 
^e  Sftckes,  (he  Mfdens,  and  -the  fiases.  The 
■Electors  of  Treves,  of  Cologne,  of  the  Palatinate, 
and  even  the  emperor  himself,  ^ere  ambitious  of 
f2 
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having  them  for  their  vassak.  It  has  been  wick- 
edly remarked,  that  from  very  early  times  the  ex- 
quisite red  wine  of  this  part  of  the  Lower  Moselle 
appeared  to  possess  peculiar  attractions  for  various 
orders  of  friars,  for  so  great  a  number  of  abbeys 
and  convents  were  established  here,  that  it  was 
called  <<  the  country  of  the  clergy." 

Theodoric,  dean  of  Munstennayfeld,  founded 
here,  in  1S9S,  a  retreat  for  eight  female  recluses; 
but  it  is  said  that  tlie  gallant  knights  of  the  nei^ 
bourhood  were  rather  too  prone  to  shew  them  their 
chivalrous  courtesies,  and  that  their  windows  were 
too  often  besieged  by  the  serenades  of  gay  min- 
strels. The  nuns  in  consequence  were  obliged  to 
seek  an  asylum  elsewhere.  The  place  of  their  re- 
sidence is  still  shewn  a  little  below  the  village.  It 
is  not  to  be  supposed,  however,  that  while  they 
lived  there  th^  were  left  wholly  without  protec- 
tion, for  it  is  related  that  one  pious  chevalier,  ren- 
dered indignant  by  the  frequent  occurrence  of  such 
scenes,  endeavoured  to  put  a  stop  to  them;  and 
that  for  this  purpose  he  took  his  station  every 
evening  at  the  gate  of  the  convent,  in  full  armour, 
lance  in  hand,  as  the  guardian  of  the  inmates. 
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The  tradition,  unfortunatdy,  goes  on  to  relate  that 
he  was  himself  eventually  the  cause  of  their  flight, 
his  virtue  having  given  way  to  the  temptations  of 
a  pair  of  lovely  blue  eyes,  which  were  wont  to 
smile  upon  him  at  sunrise  through  the  latticed  win- 
dow of  one  of  the  cells !     Alas!  for  the  frailty  of 
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CHAPTER  vn. 

Witche*  of  DiebMch.  Witch  Gondorf .  Her  Storm  Powers.  Dan* 
geroiu  Paasage.  Conyent  of  Marienrod.  Annual  FestiviL 
loAffectoal  Sermon.  The  Silyer  MOl.  Winnengen.  A  Luthe- 
ran Town.  Abundanoe  of  Cherries.  A  Hurricane.  Destruc- 
tion of  the  Rhine  Bridge.  Difficulty  of  landmg.  A  Hotd 
Card.  Hotel  of  the  Giants.  The  Citadel.  Picture  of  Cob- 
lenz. 

The  neighbourhood  of  Dieblicb  was  formerly 
held  in  bad  repute,  for  the  witchcraft  and  all  sorts 
of  spells  and  sorceries  which  were  said  to  have  been 
carried  on  there.  Legal  records  still  exist  which 
frequently  mention  it  as  the  place  where  the  most 
nefarious  crimes  of  the  black  art  were  performed. 
Under  the  rural  Bishop  Binsfeld,  Grand  Inquisitor 
of  Sorcery,  and  author  of  the  treatise  entitled  '<  De 
Cimfessiomhus  Maleficarum^  twenty-five  victims 
were  burnt  towards  the  close  of  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tury. The  last  of  these  was  a  woman  named 
Gondorf,  the  mother  of  six  young  children.     The 
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shoifii  af  If  ilDstenBojifcldy  t  iisasmUedf  under  the. 
prndeoegr of vtheLodLof  Elz,  ecMukxteedher  ibc 
<c  haaoDg^  l|y  lieunagic  apecaiioiiiyraiaed'AiuQoiisu 
staKm»  jrhich  destiogred  the  liaorast  and  oaiiaed*^:«>  - 
great  aninuodatioQ  ia  the  river  that.it  ctverlumBd 
a  part  of  the  tovaof  Lqren.!!; 

Had  I  faeen  &believer  in  ihe  nu^art^  i  niight 
wdl  have  thought  that  the  flpixit.of  Gandorf  flftitt 
haunted  tfai&rregion,  and  ceased  not  to  carry  on  her 
malignant  incantationa ;.  for  we  had  acaroely  qui|;tsd 
Dieblich  when  a  txemeadous  .gui^  rudied  out  of  a  . 
dark  ratine^  as  through  a  fiinnel>  vhkk  thxew  up . 
on  those  who  weee  "walking,  the  deck  the  spcajr 
caused  by  the  paddle.    It  was  (}uiteA.ahower,  and. 
droTe  us  alLiuto  thii  oalna  instatUer.  Escaping  be- .. 
yoad.  the  savine^  however,  we.  found  every  thing  . 
cahoa.  again,  but  only  for  a.  few  momentB,  when  the 
wind  renewed  its  fury,  driving  befiire  it  on  the., 
carnage  jvad  denae  ckwds  of  dust.  .  The  surface  of  . 
the  river  was  agaia  violently  agitated^  so  mucb  so .  • 
as  to  make  the. boat  soil  as  if  it  wexe  upon  an  ex-., 
cited  sea. 

It  appesKSyindeed^  that  the  passi^of  the  MoeeUe,.- 
between-Dieblich  and  Lay,  a  village  idx>ut  a  league  . 
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farther  on,  is  frequently  diiBcult  and  even  peril- 
ous for  small  boats.  Midway  between  the  two 
places  there  is  rather  a  sharp  curre  in  the  river, 
where  there  is  also  a  small  green  bland,  on  one  dde 
of  which  the  current  is  so  extremely  rapid,  that 
unless  the  navigators  be  well  experienced  and  very 
vigilant,  they  incur  great  danger.  Several  serious 
accidents  have  occurred  here. 

Before  reaching  Lay  the  ruins  of  the  once 
wealthy  and  celebrated  female  convent  of  Mari- 
erirod  are  seen  upon  an  eminence.  Fonna-ly  its 
chapel  was  visited  annually,  upon  the  festival  of  St 
George,  by  crowds  of  the  people  of  all  the  country 
round,  who  repaired  thither  in  procession*  This 
custom  is  said  to  have  derived  its  origin  from  the 
epoch  of  the  destruction,  in  the  fourteenth  century, 
of  the  last  of  the  wolves,  by  which  that  r^on  had 
been  previously  much  infested.  Upon  that  occa* 
sion  the  rural  guards  and  forest  rangers  were  wont 
to  make  presents  to  the  prior  who  acted  as  diaplain 
to  the  convent,  and  to  the  mother  abbess,  in  return 
for  the  privileges  which  they  enjoyed  in  the  woods. 
Before  they  left  the  convent,  however,  they  were 
always   sure  of   receiving  a  capital  dinner    and 
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plenty  of  the  best  wine  which  the  community 
possessed ;  but  one  condition  they  were  bound  to 
observe  before  sitting  down  to  the  ample  feast  pro- 
Tided  for  them ;  it  was  to  hear  a  controversial 
sermon  preached,  usually  in  the  open  air,  by  a 
Franciscan  Friar.  It  is  recorded  that  (by  reason 
perhaps  of  the  audience  thinking  less  of  their  sins 
than  of  the  good  things  they  were  about  to  enjoy) 
the  holy  man  never  made  even  a  single  convert ! 

Just  below  the  green  island  above  mentioned,  and 
opposite  to  the  small  town  of  Winningen,  a  rivulet, 
called  the  Cond,  comes  leaping  out  from  a  savage- 
looking  ravine,  and  mingles  with  the  Moselle.  In 
its  course  it  turns  three  very  old  mills,  the  most 
distant  of  which  bears  the  name  of  the  Silver 
IVfilL  It  was  probably  erected  in  the  first  instance 
for  the  purpose  of  setting  in  motion  the  works  con- 
nected with  a  mine  of  that  metal.  Before  reaching 
the  MoseUe^  the  Cond  receives  a  stream,  which  is 
said  to  form,  or  at  least  to  bring  down  with  it, 
petii&ctions  of  animal  and  vegetable  materials. 

Winningen  formerly  constituted  a  portion  of  the 
electoral  sovereignty  of  Baden,  and  in  all  matters 
relating  to  the  administration  of  justice,  was  under 
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the jariMfeCion.9f  thervtgeo^  of  Carlsruhe. .  The 
inbubUanta  i«e.«)ni<M  all  Luthenns*  in  the  midst 
of  ft  <y>uiiti7  diJejBy.ocwpi^d  by  Catholksy  from 
whom  th^  dtffier  not  on^  in  jrel^qn,  but  also  in 
langvatgo^  dieas^  and.  mann^^  Grave  and  xe- 
senred,  howevei^fas  rmajr  be  the  demeaapur  of  the 
peofde  of  WUmingeii  ftt  present^  in  former  days  it 
was  a  remarkab]^  gay  plaee^and  much. resorted  to . 
by  all  the  cbivaligr.  of  ih^  neighbourhood,  on  ac 
count  of  the  sports  land  nmuaegncnts  frequently 
caipiedon  there. 

Near  the  pillage  of  Lay  I  observed  flag  and 
slat^  quarries.  In  .consequence  of  the  sombre  chain 
of  ^e  Hunstruok  rising  behind  this  villi^ge^  it  is 
mqcih  exposed  to  Uaxikd  inundations,  the  Moselle 
beipg  here  considerably  narrowed  in  its  bed.  These 
floeids,  caused  sometimes  by  the  lorrenta  which, 
in  raipy  weather,  descend  .from  the.  mountains, 
sovpetimes  by  the  breaking  up  of  the  jce  both 
on  .the  Mqs^  and  the  Bhioe^  hava  caused  great 
devasUtion  occasmiaUy,  not  only  ..at  I^y  but 
alsp  at  Gulz,  a  village  lower  down,  and  even  at 
Coblenz  itself. 

Th^  church  of  Gulz  attcactaattention  to  the  beau* 
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tif^  twin  spiles  by  whidi  it  js  ornainpitad*:  It  Is 
suppiiaded.by  plantatioiis  cfebary  tiees»-tbe  pr». 
dupeof  whii^  is  ia  blgb  estiiqatiMif  and  is  exported 
in  great  qtuwtities  ^  Holland*  The  cnviioiis  also 
abound  in  walnuts  (tfU^e.tiestdesciiptiQq,  A  little 
below  Gtils.is  the  villaee  of  Moseilwfiis,  ayppo^ 
(without  any  sufficient  reason)  to  hate  been  .4he 
pli|oe  where  Agrq^ina {^velnrth  to  (JaUguU*  . A  . 
litde  beyond  Moseilv^eiss  we  obsenred  the.  mo- 
dem defensive  outworkii  of  Coblenz^  named  after 
th^.  Emptor  Alexander,  and  in  the  distance 
th^  magnificent  fbitcess  of  Ehrenbr^tsteiB  (the 
brqifid  stone  of  honour),  upon,  a  Ipfty  pile  of  rocks,, 
and  stretching  beneath  it  upon  both  banks  of  the 
important  city  of  Coblenz. 

It  now  became  a  veryferious  question  where  and 
hofr  we  xx>uld  laqd.  Th^  win^s  winch  we  had 
hitherto  experienced  on\y  in  transient  gusts^  blew 
a  perfect .  hurricane*  The  first  intelligence  con- 
veyfi^  £pom^8)io9C9  to  tbe|.captaix\,  through  a  speiJ^* 
ing^tnuppet,  ipfofrmed  ^^him  that  he ;  could  not . 
laq^  as  usual,  at  the  Bhine  quajjTf  not  only  an 
account  of  the  storm,  to  the  full  forces  of  which  we 
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should  have  been  exposed  if  we  proceeded  much 
farther,  but  also  because  the  bridge  of  boats,  which 
had  remained  90  long  uninjured  acrdbs  the  Rhine, 
was  broken  up  into  fragments  by  the  violence  of 
the  whirlwind,  ^olus  seemed  to  have  opened  the 
cords  of  all  his  bags  upon  this  occasion,  and  to  have 
too  literally  justified  my  prediction.  By  great 
exertions,  the  fragments  were.prevented  from  being 
driven  down  the  impetuous  current  of  the  Rhine, 
and  were  partly  collected  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Moselle,  where  they  would  have  dangerously  em- 
barrassed our  course.  The  captain  therefore  de- 
cided upon  drawing  up  as  speedily  as  possible  at 
the  first  convenient  pmnt  he  could  find. 

The  operation  was  very  awkwardly  managed; 
but  fortunately  the  wind  blew  right  against  us: 
had  it  been  the  reverse,  we  should  have  incurred 
the  risk  of  being  dashed  against  the  bank,  so 
forcible  was  the  energy  of  the  tempest  At  length 
(by  the  fiivour  of  Providence)  we  efiected  a  landing 
at  four  o'^dock,  p.m.,  amidst  a  crowd  of  people  who 
watched  our  struggles  with  great  anxiety,  and 
gave  us  all  the  assistance  in  their  power.     The 
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only  indifferent-looking  face  amongst  them  was 
that  of  a  dwarf,  reputed  to  be  forty  years  old. 
His  gold  diain,  large  hat,  dandyish  gold-beaded 
cane,  fullrdress  of  a  man,  neat  gloves  and  boots, 
appeared  excesmvely  ludicrous  when  compared  with 
the  diminutive  height  of  his  person. 

As  we  landed,  numerous  cards  of  hotels,  each 
lauding  to  the  skies  their  accommodations,  were  put 
into  our  hands.  The  following  specimen  of  one  of 
these  productions  I  cannot  forbear  from  placing 
before  my  << courteous  reader:^— 

<<  M.  H.  Eoss,  au  Prince  Royal  de  Prusse, 
Coblenz,  raccomands  to  the  travellers  and  strangers 
his  hotel  recently  enlargened,  containing  actually 
twenty  rooms  more  than  bef(»-e,  with  two  saloons, 
and  garden,  bath-house,  stables  for  fourthy  horses, 
&c.  The  travellers  are  allowed,  without  paying, 
to  make  uSe  of  the  above-mentioned  bath  establish- 
ment on  the  Moselle ;  they-  have  the  enjoyment  of 
the  garden  besides^  the  hotel.  M.-  H.  Eoss  will 
satisfy  the  travellers  by  the  elegancy  of  his  furni- 
ture, an  excellent  table  and  vine,  in  short  by  every 
thing  which  may  contribute  to  the  comfort  of 
the  public." 
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We  had  been  previously  aPdeomtDe&ded,  however, 
to  take  up  our  q^aorfera  At  the  Hotel  of  the  GiahtSy 
whither  we  lost  no  time  in  repjifa&ig.  It  »  an 
establidunent  upon  an  immense  seale,  really  worthy 
of  the  name  that  has  been  eonfierred  upon  it  We 
found  it  crowded  with  quests  from  all  parts  of 
Europe,  who  had  just  arriTed  from  the  steam- 
boats plyhig  up  tmd  down  the  Rhine.  We  pro- 
cured very  good  rooms,  and  aftei^  seeing  our 
luggage  safely  lodged  in  them,  walked  out  to 
survey  the  town ;  but  we  had  not  gone  far  when 
w^  were  driven  in  again  by  a  return  of  the  stonn, 
aoeomponied  by  violent  showers  of  hail,  loud  peals 
of  thunder,  and  awf  td  fladies  of  lightning :  it  was, 
however,  buff  of  short  ciuration,  and' all  was  perfect 
calm  once  more,  though  the  skies  still  looked 
thteatentng. 

•  Beyond  th6  stupendous  dtaddt  (^EfareBbrat- 
stdn,  of  which  we  had  an  excellent  view  from  our 
hotel, «  mass  of  dense  black  doui  impended,  ap- 
parently ^bMfg&A  with  decCric  dements,  and  adding 
not  a  little  t^  the  iinpufMing  speistaele  whidi  that 
masave^ile  presented,  #hile  m  the  west  the  ^ear 
•sky  permitted  the  lowering  sun  to  colour  its  towers 
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and  battlements  with  that  fiery  splendour  which 
usuaUy  characterizes  tempestuous  weather.  This 
scene  should  have  been  witnessed  by  Martin;  it 
would  have  inspired  him  with  new  combinations 
for  one  of  those  Miltonic  productions  which  have 
rendered  his  geniur  so  justly  celebrated  The 
massive  architecture  of  the  fortress  in  its  lurid 
£ame — ^the  portentous  cloud  brooding  over  it,  now 
and  then  percedby  dgsi^gged  Ughtning— the 
angry  complexion  of  the  descending  sun,  the 
-driving  Eail,  the  shattered. badge,  the  swollen 
Bhine  rushhig  by  in  waves  courshg  each  other 
down  the  furious  current— the  spires  and  churches 
and  other  lofty  buildings  of  Coblenz,  partly  appear- 
ing in  ddinous  light,  ehkfly  hidden  in  hlzy  ob- 
scurity  ■»tiie4larkimmg  asoimtains  around,  crowned 
by  their  rains  of  chivHlry  and  tdigion,  would  have 
pMpared  for  . him  a  pkCure 'pregnant  with  those 
tenors  which  asmn  to  piophesy  th«  approadiing 
diisoItttioD  of  an  accused  wdrld. 
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CHAPTER  VIIL 

The  Saloon  of  all  Natioiu.  A  Banquet  diatitibed.  The  Prasiian 
Minister.  Code  Napoleon.  Bridge  of  the  Rhine.  Botle  on 
the  Quay.  The .  CaraYaniaiy.  A  John  Bull,  ffie  ConTeaa- 
tion.  Hla  Fright.  His  Heatleiineat.  His  Horror  of  Bhenisfa. 
His  Anger.  CoUens.  Ito  Origm.  Its  Potterj.  Ehrenbceit- 
stein.  SofferingaofitiGarriMns.  Its  present  Aspect.  Axch- 
bishop  Baldwin.  His  Inflnenoe.  His  Enterprise.  His  Bridge 
oyer  the  Moselle.  Phenomenon  of  1830.  Great  alann  canaed 
by  it. 

The  night  set  in  exoeasiydy  cold ;  the  hurricane 
had  not  yet  expended  all  its  force ; .  the  wind  blew 
in  squalls,  accompanied  by  heavy  showers  of  rain. 
Rejoicing  that  we  had  found  so  seaaonaUe  a  shelter 
from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  we  sat  down, 
in  what  might  be  designated  the  saloon  of  all  na- 
tions, with  no  small  satisfaction,  to  a  capital  supper, 
not  a  little  improved  by  a  flask  of  Assmanshausen, 
the  most  delicious  red  wine  which  the  Rhenish 
vineyards  afford.  The  saloon,  spacious  as  it  is,  was 
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full,  and  resounding  with  divers  tongues :  Hebrew, 
German,  French,  Italian,  Dutch,  Russian,  Eng- 
lish— a  Babel  mixture  of  voices,  contending  with 
each  other  in  rapidity  of  utterance  and  loudness  of 
clamour,  as  if  they  were  preparing  for  a  general 
row.  But  they  meant  no  such  thing ;  everybody 
being  much  more  bent  upon  the  savoury  contents 
of  the  plates  which  were  successively  set  before 
them  than  upon  any  matters  which  would  spoil  the 
enjoyment  of  the  hour. 

The  extraordinary  occurrence  of  the  day  was,  of 
course,  the  general  subject  of  conversation,  the  more 
especially  as  it  had  the  effect  of  disturbing  the  good 
citizens  of  Coblenz  while  they  were  seated  at  a 
public  banquet  given  in  honour  of  the  Prussian 
Minister  of  Justice,  who  had  come  here  upon  an 
important  mission  from  the  king.  They  were  not 
half-way  through  the  luxuries  before  them  when 
the  hurricane  suddenly  rushed  down  the  Rhine 
with  such  irresistible  frenzy  that  the  bridge  of 
boats  separated  like  a  wall  of  pasteboard  before  it. 
The  governor  and  all  the  officers  of  the  munici- 
pality being  immediately  apprized  of  the  event, 
were  obliged  to  quit  the  table,  in  order  to  direct 
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tbe  necessary  measures  for  presemng  llie  fingiiMlB 
of  die  bridge  from  being  carried  away;  aa  apom- 
tion  which  was  sacoeseluliy  effected  with  the  aid  cf 
the  watermen  and  polioe.  Tim  was  the  woik  d 
aome  hoars ;  hot  it  spoiled  the  dbiner ! 

The  object  of  the  cabinet  mirastei^a  visit  ts 
Goblenz  was  to  confer  with  the  «ixthorities  and 
principal  persons  in  the  town  upon  tbe  reraoB- 
strances  which  they  had  aome  time  befiire  addressed 
to  the  government  against  the  new  code  of  dril 
and  criminal  law  whidi  was  about  to  be  iasned  for 
the  whole  of  the  Prussian  dominions.  The  Ithemsh 
provinces  had,  from  the  time  they  were  indoded 
within  the  French  empire,  been  giyverncd  by  the 
Code  Napoleon,  wUdi  they  greatly  prefia'red  to 
tihe  new  system  of  laws  sought  to  be  imposed  npoa 
tbem,  and  the  yoang  king,  who  is  infinitely  meie 
liberal  in  his  views  than  his  predecessor,  and  very 
anxious  to  gain  the  good-will  of  all  his  snlgedi^ 
deputed  his  minister  to  arrange  the  matter  to  the 
satis&ction  of  the  remonstrants.  Sventuaify,  tins 
oligect  has  been  attained,  sltl^ough  there  was  a 
strong  political  party  npon  the  cpponte  ade  of  the 
question. 
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The  xaaniing  after  our  aniTal  (19th  July) 
kdced  as  bright  and  as  oompoaed  as  if  not  the 
sli^itest  disturbance  had  occurred  in  the  firmament 
during  the  day  of  the  night  faefbfe.  Numerous 
wnrianea  were  busy,  from  an  early  hour,  in  re- 
storing the  bridge,  the  timbers  and  boats  of  which, 
thou^  separated,  had  not  been  materially  injured. 
Steamers  were  smddng  in  all  directions,  some  just 
anired,  some  preparing  to  start  eitiier  up  or  down 
the  Rhine.  It  being  the  height  of  the  season  for 
all  the  watering-plaDes,  Coblenz,  being  nearly  mid- 
way between  Cdbgne  and  Mayente,  and  the  point 
of  junction  of  the  high  roads  to  Frankfert  and,  by 
Treves,  to  Paris,  the  bustie  that  prevailed  on  the 
quay  all  the  day  long  was  striking  and  amusing. 
Crowds  of  passengers,  followed  by  porters  bearing 
their  luggage,  were  perpetually  emigrating  from 
the  hotels;  and  they  no  sooner  disappeared  than 
their  rooms  were  occupied  by  a  fiesh  swarm  of 
tourists.  The  proportion  of  English  in  this  ever- 
changing  mass  was  not,  so  far  as  my  observation 
went,  by  any  means  so  great  as  one  would  have 
expected.  It  appeared  to  me  to  be  composed  prin- 
g2 
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dpally  of  Gennans  and  other  foreigners ;  the  table 
ih6ie  at  the  great  <^ caravansary''  of  the  Giant^s 
hotel  exhibited,  however,  while  we  were  there,  a 
considerable  sprinkUng  of  English  families. 

I  could  not  help  taking  compassion  on  a  solitary 
ied*fiu3ed,  gaunt,  grey-haired,  blue-coated,ungl6ved, 
restless,  dowmnouthed,  hypochondriac-looking  Jdin 
Bull,  who  found  himself  perfectly  isolated  amidst 
all  this  congregation  of  his  fellow-men  from  every 
quarter.  As  he  was  sitting  in  a  window  of  the 
saloon,  with  his  wide-leafed  hat  on,  I  went  to  him 
and  endeavoured  to  commence  a  conversation. 

^^  Have  you  been  long  here  ?^ 

He  looked  up  at  me  with  an  expression  of  won- 
der, which  seemed  to  say,  ^^  Why  does  this  man 
address  me  ?^    He  at  length  found  words. 

<^  No,  not  long  ;^  and  then  he  turned  his  head 
away,  as  if  he  thought  I  had  some  design  upon 
him.    I  renewed  my  attempt. 

<<  Were  you  here  during  the  hurricane?'* 

« I  was.** 

**  Very  violent — was  it  not  ?*• 

^  Why,  you  see  it  broke  away  the  bridge.* 
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*<Tou  are  just  from  London,  I  suppose?^ 
Great  impatience  exhibited-^no  answer.  ''Any 
news,  for  I  have  not  lately  seen  a  paper  ?^ 

"  Nor  I  either/'i 

Then  up  he  started,  as  if  he  was  frightened,  and 
strode  off  towards  the  door,  his  face  redder  than 
ever ;  but  he  was  not  long  absent.  When  he  re- 
turned, he  took  a  chair  close  to  the  large  chimney- 
jnece,  where  he  seemed  to  seek  a  hiding-place 
inaccessible  to  disturbance.  Vexation  reigned  upon 
his  brow ;  he  sometimes  clenched  his  hands  toge- 
ther,  and  held  them  awkwardly  between  his  knees ; 
sometimes  he  rubbed  his  chin  with  one  hand  and 
then  with  the  other.  He  called  a  waiter ;  but  the 
latter  not  understanding  English,  he  no  sooner 
went  to  receive  John^s  commands  than  off  he  started^ 
muttering  something  which  John  could  not  under- 
stand ;  whereupon  he  stood  up  and  ran  off  again  to 
the  door,  growling.  Again  he  came  back,  and  was 
met,  on  entering,  by  a  waiter  who  addressed  him 
in  English.  The  irascible  expression  immediately 
quitted  his  countenance ;  he  took  off  his  great  hat, 
hung  it  up,  sat  down  at  the  table,  where  a  bottle 
of  wine  was  placed  before  him.    He  poured  out 
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some  into  a  glass^  but  on  tasting  it  his  face  became 
'vioegar  personified ! 

In  a  few  mimites  a  cutlet  of  mutton  was  brought 
for  his  use^  to  which  he  applied  without  loss  of 
time,  and»  contoiting  himself  with  wata:  for  his 
bererage,  and  a  little  fruit,  he  resumed  his  ten- 
dency to  his  out-and-in  motkns,  appearing  not  to 
know  what  upon  this  earth  he  could  do  to  get 
over  the  time  until  the  hour  for  going  to  bed.  One 
can  hardl  J  conceive  what  species  <^  pleasure  such  a 
man  as  this  could  have  prc^Msed  to  himsdf  by 
quitting  his  country  house  in  Cowpar^s  Court,  or 
some  sudi  place,  I  guess,  near  the  Stock  Exdiange, 
and  wandering  abroad  alone,  and  af^paraitly  in  a 
state  of  incessant  anger,  not  only  with  all  the  world, 
but  even  with  himself.  He  was  the  very  picture  of 
a  miserable  old  badielor. 

Coblen2  owes  its  origin  to  a  Roman  castle,  which 
was  erected  there  by  Drusus,  a  few  years  before 
the  Christian  era,  upon  a  gentle  eminence,  on 
which  the  street  now  called  the  Alte-Hof  stands. 
Some  five  hundred  years  after,  it  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  Franks,  together  with  the  little  town 
which  had  then  grown  up  around  it;  it  subse- 
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quently  became  the  teii:qparary  residence  of  the 
kings  of  the  Franks,  whenever  a£Pairs  of  importance 
lendered  it  necessary  for  tbemto  repair  to  that  part 
q£  their  damimeiis.  Its  fortunate  situation  at  Ae 
oonfluence  of  the  Moselle  and  the  Rhine  (hence 
called  by  the  Bomans  Confluentes^  corrupted  by 
the  Germans  into  Coblenz)  rendered  it  in  the  early 
and  ndddle  ages  the  rendezTous  for  the  merchants 
who  transacted  business  with  Treves  and  Aix-la- 
Chiqpelle,  then  flourishing  commercial  towns,  and 
also  for  troops  of  pilgrims  and  armies,  on  their 
way  to  the  Holy  Land. 

On  the  left  bank  of  the  Moselle,  near  its  junction 
with  the  Rhine,  a  company  of  boat-builders  was 
established  at  an  early  period.  The  armourers, 
tanners^  and  potters  of  Coblenz  were  already  held 
in  high  repute  for  the  perfection  of  their  works. 
The  eminence  of  the  latter  artizans  in  their  line  of 
occupation  is  still  attested  by  the  very  elegantly 
ornamented  vases  ^nd  utensils  of  every  kind  which 
have  been  found  buried  in  the  neighbouring  gar- 
den&  Many  of  these  productions  are  not  inferior 
to  the  ancient  Roman  remains  of  a  similar  kind,  in 
their  form  and  colour,  especially  in  those  green, 
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blue,  and  vennilion  dyes,  the  mode  of  preparing 
which  has  long  mnce  been  lost. 

The  fort  of  Ehrenbreitstein  has  been  in  existence 
since  the  period  when  Grennania  Magna  was  under 
the  dominion  of  the  Romans.  It  was  then  called 
the  watch-tower  of  all  that  country.  It  reoeired 
its  present  name  from  a  noble  &mily  who  possessed 
it  from  the  twelfth  to  the  fifteenth  century.  Nume- 
rous  are  the  sieges  which  it  has  undergone  from  age 
to  age.  In  the  time  of  the  thirty  years^  war,  Mar- 
shal Bussy  was  blockaded  there  by  the  Bavarian 
Generalissimo  Jean  de  Wirt,  and  such  was  the 
exigency  to  which  he  was  reduced  for  food,  that  on 
one  occasion  his  table  was  served  with  eighty  mice, 
each  of  which  cost  a  franc  His  officers  lived  on 
the  flesh  of  mules  and  dogs,  accompanied  by  very 
small  portions  of  bread  made  from  flour,  every 
bushel  of  which  was  purchased  at  the  enormous 
price  of  one  hundred  florins.  The  people  of  the 
country  looked  upon  the  sufierings  of  the  garrison 
as  no  more  than  a  just  retribution  for  the  miseries 
which  they  had  inflicted  upon  the  adjacent  terri- 
tory, which  they  had  most  wantonly  laid  waste. 
The  fortification,  as  it  now  stands,  is  A  most  mag- 
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nifioent  pile ;  it  has  taken  twenty  yean  in  its  oon- 
stniction,  and  may  justly  be  considered  the  great 
bulwark  of  the  Prussian  dominions  towards  the 
con6nes  of  France.  There  are  several  outworks 
round  Coblenz,  with  which  it  is  connected,  owr.—- 
Kaiser  Fnmz,  on  the  left  hank  of  the  MoseUe,  com- 
manding the  approach  from  Treves  and  Cologne, 
and  forts  Alexander  and  Constantine^  above  the 
town,  commanding  the  roads  to  Mayence  and  the 
Hunstruck  mountains.  On  the  hdghts  near 
Ehrenbreitstein  there  are  several  other  works, 
which  serve  to  render  the  approaches  to  it  a  matter 
of  no  small  difficulty.  The  whole  of  these  defences 
combiiie  to  form  a  permanent  fortified  camp, 
capable  of  containing  an  army  of  100,000  men. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add  that  Coblenz  was 
occupied  by  the  French  in  1794 ;  that  it  subse- 
quently became  the  chief  town  of  the  department  of 
the  Bhine  and  Moselle,  and  that  it  is  now  the 
capital  of  the  Rhenish  provinces  under  the  crown  of 
Prussia.  It  has  a  population  of  about  22,000 ;  and . 
althou^  generaUy  considered  as  a  Rhenish  town, 
it  is  chiefly  built  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Moselle. 
A  little  above  the  mouth  of  this  river,  a  magnificent 
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atone  bridge  is  seen,  constructed  on  fourteen  ardbo, 
wbidi  are  of  sufficient  height  and  width  to  pennit 
barges  to  pass  under  them  with  their  sails  standing. 
It  is  the  irark  of  Baldwin,  the  celebrated  Aidi- 
bishop  of  Tiieves,  whose  name  I  have  already  had 
frequent  occasion  to  maition* 

This  distinguished  personage,  of  the  house  of 
Luxemburg,  irfiick  he  raised  to  its  highest  d^ree 
of  grandeur,  was  onl  j  twenty-two  years  old  when 
he  was  consecrated  Archbishop  of  Treves.  By  his 
qarit  of  enterprise^  his  superior  sagacity,  and  bis 
prudence  and  courage  as  a  warrior  (for  in  his  cspa- 
dty  as  elector  he  was  obliged  to  add  to  his  eode- 
siastical  functions  those  of  a  temporal  aoTeresgn), 
he  acquired  very  extensive  influaice.  It  was  diiefly 
through  his  exertions  that  his  brother  Henry  IIL9 
and  after  him  Louis  of  Bavaria,  were  chosen  empe 
rors  of  Grermany  ;  and  that  his  nephew  Jcim,  saa 
of  Henry,  mounted  the  thrcme  of  Bohosiia.  He 
accompanied  the  emperor  on  his  expedition  to 
Bome^  with  a  carriage  full  of  gold  and  silver,  and 
attended  by  a  numerous  retinue  of  brave  vassals  of 
the  Church  of  Treves,  amongst  whom  the  knights 
of  £lz,  Leyen,  and  others  distinguished  themsdves 
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in  the  war  against  the  Guelfs,  at  Mflan,  in  the 
battles  of  Cremona,  Bresda,  the  Po,  the  Amo,  and 
the  Tiber.  Never  before  was  the  glory  of  the 
duvaby  of  Treves  carried  to  so  high  a  degree.  At 
a  Liter  period  of  hh  age  he  distingoidied  himself 
in  the  field,  near  Spires,  Esslingen,  and  Strasbourg, 
against  Frederick  le  Bel  of  Austria ;  and  repaired 
with  a  gallant  troop  of  knights  to  Prague,  in  order 
to  afibrd  succour  to  the  King  of  Bohemia.  The 
period  in  which  he  lived  is  considered  the  most  bril- 
liant age  c^  the  chivalry  of  the  Moselle. 

The  histc»ry  of  his  reign,  however,  has  never 
bem  written  to  the  extent  which  it  deserves,  and  the 
principal  monument  that  remains  of  his  memory  is 
the  bridge  over  the  Moselle,  which  appears  at  this 
day  to  be  as  sound  and  almost  as  fresh  as  it  was 
when  originaUy  constructed.  In  executing  this 
work,  he  had  to  overcome  various  sorts  of  difficul* 
ties:  shifting  masses  of  sand,  formations  of  slate 
half  pulverized,  and  the  force  of  the  current,  which 
is  very  great  near  the  spot  where  it  rushes  into  the 
Rhine.  It  was  necessary  for  him  also  to  consider 
the  accumulations  of  ice  which  frequently  take 
place  at  the  mouth  of  the  Moselle,  in  consequence 
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of  the  RhiDe,  when  it  is  frozen  over,  remaining 
longer  in  that  state  than  its  great  tributary.  A 
curious,  but  at  the  same  time  a  very  frightful  and 
dangerous  spectacle,  presents  itself,  whenever  this 
contrariety  occurs  in  the  condition  of  the  two  rivers. 

Such  an  event  happened  so  late  as  the  spring  of 
the  year  1830,  when  the  ice  on  the  Moselle  having 
broken  up  sooner  than  that  on  the  Rhine^  it  was 
hurried  along  in  large  masses,  until  it  readied  the 
bridge  of  the  Moselle.  The  immense  blocks  having 
been  there  arrested  in  their  course,  soon  rose  one 
above  another,  until  they  overtopped  the  bridge 
itself.  The  waters  meeting  with  this  obstacle^  sweDed 
considerably  above  their  banks,  and  reaching  the 
Rhine  by  a  circuitous  course,  flowed  over  its  frozen 
surfisoe  to  a  considerable  distance,  both  up  and 
down  that  river,  carrying  with  them  icebergs,  some 
of  which  were  so  large  that  they  broke  through  the 
surface  in  parts  of  the  Rhine,  and  remained  isolated 
there,  bearing  the  appearance  of  so  many  towers ! 

The  first  night  of  this  terrible  flood,  the  inhabit- 
ants of  all  the  neighbouring  villages  were  obliged 
to  abandon  their  houses.  Coblenz  itself  was  placed 
in  considerable  danger.     The  cries  of  the  fugitive 
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villagers  were  awful,  and  were  rendered  still  more 
so  by  the  discharges  of  alarm-guns  from  the  batte- 
ries of  Ehrenbreitstein.  It  is  a  proof  of  the  solidity 
of  Baldwin^s  work,  that  the  bridge  remained  un« 
injured  by  the  effects  of  these  double  assaults  of 
the  ice  and  the  inundation.  The  bridge  was  finished 
in  the  year  1848.  It  was  ornamented  originally  by 
several  towers  and  turrets,  which  were  sculptured 
with  the  archiepiscopal  arms;  but  these  decora- 
tions now  no  longer  exist ;  they  were  sacrificed 
when  the  electors  began  to  use  the  bridge  as  a  point 
of  defence  for  the  protection  of  the  town. 
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Cnriou  old  Customs.  Snowballs.  Danoe  on  the  MoseDe  Bridge. 
Salnbritj  of  Hb  Air.  Interior  of  Ehreobrrititdn.  Qmrdi  of 
St.  Cnrtor.  French  and  Rnaoaii  Mrmniilm.  F^Imb  of  IIib 
Electors.  Castle  of  Stolfenzels.  Tkws  from  its  Summit.  Hib 
Casino.  Political  Liberty.  Reforms.  Conservatiyes.  Gene* 
ral  Freedom  from  Preindioe.  PnbBc  Gardens*  Pobfie  MoraiB* 
Ems.  Hdtel  d'Angleteme.  Yisiton  at  Ems.  OamWiiy, 
Donkeys.    Tlieir  nnusoal  ActiTity. 

Formerly  the  magistrates  assembled  on  this 
bridge  every  new  year's  day,  to  collect  the  annual 
tributes  which  were  payable  to  the  municipality  of 
Coblenz  by  lay  and  ecclesiastical  proprietors  of 
lands  within  its  jurisdiction.  From  the  Grerman 
lords,  for  instance,  they  received  a  Dutch  cheese  ; 
from  the  monks  of  Obervoerth,  a  cake ;  and  beat 
those  of  the  Chartreux,  a  quarter  of  a  hundred  of 
^gs.  Of  course  they  had  a  repast  upon  the  occa- 
sion, after  which  the  principal  authorities,  such  as 
the  senators  and  the  sheriffs,  were  privileged  to 
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tfaiow  snowballs  at  each  other.  The  baiUies,  how* 
ever,  were  strictly  ferUdden  to  take  part  in  the 
game. 

A  sunilar  assemblage  took  place  on  the  bridge  on 
fhe  eve  of  St.  Walbmgis,  when,  as  some  old 
German  legends  say,  <<  witches  traversed  the  ak 
riding  on  brooms.^  Then  the  two  burguroasters  of 
Coblenz  and  Lutzel  (a  village  formerly  existing 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Moselle)  mardied  up  and 
down  the  bridge,  holding  in  thdr  hands  bouquets 
of  lilies  of  the  valley  freshly  gathered.  They  pi«- 
sented  to  matrons  and  maidens  bunches  of  lavender 
and  thyme  collected  in  the  woods  of  Coblenz,  of 
which  the  valets  of  the  senators  brought  whde 
baskets-full  fw  the  purpose.  On  the  anniverseery 
of  the  dedication  of  the  church  of  St.  Castor,  the 
young  men  of  the  neighbouxiiig  streets  were 
allowed  to  dance  on  the  bridge  until  nightfidL 
Proper  persons  were  appointed  to  preserve  order; 
and  those  who  violated  it  were  punished  by  impii- 
sonment  in  the  "Ox  tower,^  without  any  injury  to 
dieir  reputation.  Such  was  the  opmion  which  Ae 
good  citizens  of  Coblenz  entertained  of  the  air 
which  they  imUbed  on  the  bridge,  that  they  hriiutu- 
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ally  made  it  their  erening  promenade.  It  is  re- 
corded that  a  locksmith,  a  Dative  of  Treves,  who 
died  in  Coblenz  at  the  good  old  age  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  years,  attributed  his  final  illness  to 
his  not  having  been  enabled  to  take  his  accustomed 
walk  on  the  bridge  ( 

The  fortress  of  Ehrenbreitstein  itself  has  ample 
space  for  a  garrison  of  fourteen  thousand  men.  Its 
magazines  are  said  to  be  capable  of  containing  pro- 
visions for  that  number  for  four  years.  It  has 
cisterns  which  would  hold  a  suflident  supply  of 
water  for  three  years,  but  as  the  springs  which 
afford  this  supply  are  without  the  walls,  and  might 
therefore  possibly  be  cut  off,  a  well  has  been  sunk 
within  them,  which  is  fed  from  the  Bbine.  The 
water  of  the  river,  however,  is  in  bad  repute,  on 
account  of  the  great  proportion  of  decomposed ' 
vegetable  matter  mingled  with  it  The  construc- 
tion of  the  new,  and  the  reparation  of  the  old 
works  of  Ehrenbreitstein,  as  well  as  the  outworks 
with  which  it  is  connected,  are  calculated  to  have 
cost  Prussia  no  less  than  five  millions  of  dollars, 
part  of  which,  however,  was  composed  of  her  share 
of  the  contribution  paid  by  France  tq  the  Allies, 
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under  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  peace  in 
1815.  Its  batteries  and  walls  are  armed  by  about 
four  hundred  pieces  of  cannon. 

We  visited  the  church  of  St.  Castor,  which  is 
admirably  situated  at  the  confluence  of  the  two 
rivers.  It  is  of  very  great  antiquity  (836),  and 
is  ornamented  by  four  towers,  which  seem  to  asso- 
ciate it  in  some  degree  with  the  chivalrous  castles 
we  had  lately  seen  on  the  banks  of  the  Moselle.  It 
was  in  this  church  that,  in  the  year  848,  the  grand- 
sons of  Charlemagne  met  to  divide  amongst  them 
the  unwieldy  empire  which  they  were  called  upon 
to  govern.  The  divisions  consisted  of  Germany, 
France,  and  Italy.  Several  other  great  national 
transactions  took  place^  either  within  this  venerable 
edifice  or  in  the  great  square  in  front  of  it. 

When  the  French  army  passed  through  Coblenz, 
on  their  march  to  Russia,  they  erected  a  fountain 
in  this  square,  upon  which  the  following  inscription 
was  placed  :— 

An.  MDCCCXII. 

'*  Memorable  par  le  campagne  contre  lea  Rnsaea. 


**  SooB  le  prefecture  de  Jolea  Doazan." 
Two    years    after 'Coblenz   was   occupied    by 

VOL.  II.  H 
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Ruasiaa  tnxips  on  their  way  to  France,  and  the 
Russian  commandant^  observing  this  fountain  and 
its  inscription,  caused  the  following  quiet  but 
caustic  addition  to  be  made  to  it  :— 

«<  ViiA  et  appiovT^i'  par  noM,  oomnandni  Bnam  ds  la  vilte 

Coblens,  la  ler  Janfier,  1814." 

Above  the  bridge  of  boats,  stands  the  modem 
palace  of  the  electors,  a  most  sup^b  edifice,  extend- 
ing along  the  left  bank  of  the  Bhine.  Its  prin- 
cipal frcmt,  however,  is.  towards  a  spacious  and 
handsome  square,  which  forms  the  usual  parade  for 
the  military.  It  is  now  used  as  the  Palais  de  Jus- 
tice, in  wliich  all  the  courts  are  open  to  the  public, 
a  rare  exception  to  the  usual  rules,  in  Germany 
upon  this  subject* 

Mr.  Jordan,  our  banker,  was  so  good,  as  to  take 
us  out  in  his  carriage  in  the  ev^ing,.  to  the  Castle 
of  Stolzenfels,  which  is  charmingly  situated  on  the 
left  bank,  upon  the  summit  of  a  lofty  hilL  It  had 
remained  for  ages  in  a  ruined  state,  but  the  young 
King  of  Prussia  having  been  captivated  by  the 
position  which  it  occupies,  and  by  the  many  pictu- 
resque views  which  it  commands  on  all  sides, 
directed  that  it  should  be  restored  as  nearly  as 
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possiUe  to  its  oviginal  fonD^  intepding  to  make 
it  his  residence  whenever  he  visited  Coblenz.  We 
found  numbers  of  workmen  employed  upon  it,  and 
were  enabled,  by  the  new  spiral  staircase  and  two  or 
three  ladders,  to  ascend  to  the  gallery  at  the  top^ 
whence  the  wide  and  varied  prospects  are  indeed 
worthy  of  the  admiration  c^  a  king. 

The  junction  of  the  river  Lahn  with  the  Rhine 
is  seen  from  hence  to  the  greatest  advantage.  The 
Rhine  itself,  which  was  still  roUing  onwards  in  tur- 
bid and  angry  waves,  presented  a  noble  spectacle, 
from  its  great  width,  the  numerous  steam-boats, 
sailing  vessels,  and  timber-rafts  borne  upon  its  sur- 
face, and  the  ruined  castles  and  convents  upon 
either  side  of  its  now  swollen  waters.  Next  came 
in  view  the  junction  with  it  of  the  Moselle,  the 
vast  ranges  of  the  Hunstruck  mountains,  rising  pile 
over  pile,  until  they  vanished  in  the  blue  distance ; 
the  dark  dense  forests  around,  replete  with  all  sorts 
of  game;  villages,  churches,  and  their  spires; 
meadows,  corn-fields,  vineyards,  and  gardens  with- 
out number.  We  gazed  upon  these  splendid  scenes 
while  the  declining  sun  was  lending  them  a  pecu- 
liar enchantment;  here  bringbsig  out  windows  of 
h2 
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churches  or  castles  into  dazzling  light,  there  touch- 
ing the  battlements  of  fortresses  and  the  sides  of 
hills  with  patches  of  gold,  the  whole  prospect 
perfected  in  the  proud,  commanding  look  of  Ehren- 
breitstein,  which  brought  up  with  it  the  recollec- 
tions of  wars,  disasters,  triumphs,  valorous  deeds  of 
chivalry,  not  unmingled,  however,  with  the  tears  of 
widows  and  orphans,  and  the  indignation  of  indus- 
trious husbandmen,  who  were  obliged  to  witness 
their  teeming  fields  laid  waste  by  plundering 
armies,  or  to  fly  from  their  homes  to  the  wild 
forests  for  protection. 

Upon  our  return  we  went,  by  Mr.  Jordan's  very 
obliging  introduction,  to  the  Casino,  an  extensive, 
though,  as  compared  with  the  London  club-houses, 
rather  a  homely  establishment,  to  which  are  ad- 
mitted, without  any  distinction  of  class,  all  the 
respectable  citizens  of  Coblenz.  Here  the  shop- 
keeper, if  decently  dressed  and  properly  conducted, 
may  be  seen  by  the  side  of  the  first  nobleman  or 
merchant  of  Coblenz,  in  the  news-room,  which  is 
well  supplied  with  English  and  foreign  journals ; 
or  in  the  library,  or  in  the  saloon,  where  refresh- 
itients  may  be  obtained;  or  in  the  spacious  and 
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handsome  garden  attached  to  the  Casino,  where 
tables  and  seats  are  arranged  for  those  who  choose 
to  smoke  their  pipes,  take  their  excellent  beer,  or 
sip  their  coffee  in  the  open  air.  These  assemblages, 
which  materially  tend  to  keep  up  a  spirit  of  good 
neighbourhood  and  friendliness  among  the  citizens 
of  Coblenz,  are  rendered  still  more  agreeable  by 
the  attendance  of  a  band  engaged  in  the  service  of 
the  society.  They  played  some  of  Mozart's  and 
Rosrini's  airs  in  a  very  pleasing  style. 

There  can  be  no  question,  also,  that  these  meet- 
ings foster  the  liberal  sentiments  of  the  citizens 
upon  all  political  subjects,  but  especially  upon 
matters  connected  with  the  dvil  and  religious 
rights  of  the  Rhenish  provinces,  which  the  inha- 
bitants of  Coblenz,  and  indeed  the  great  mass  of 
the  people  of  those  provinces,  have  long  been 
known  to  entertain.  Like  the  well-informed  Ger- 
mans in  general,  they  have  a  great  horror  of  any 
hasty  measures,  or  of  any  measures  which  might 
lead  to  disturbance ;  they  are  content  to  wait  until 
the  influence  of  the  system  of  education,  now  so 
thoroughly  planted  and  so  widely  spread  through- 
out the  Prussian  dominions,  shall  begin  to  exercise 
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its  natural  influence.  They  perfectly  understand  the 
truth  of  the  maxim  that  << knowledge  is  power;* 
they  present  to  the  soTcreign  a  detennined,  but 
respectful  attitude;  they  cheerfuDy  accept  wfaiit- 
ever  they  can  get  in  the  way  of  reform,  but  they 
shew  that  they  still  expect  a  great  deal  more. 
They  express  theb  confident  hope  that  all  neces- 
sary reforms  will  come  in  good  time,  and  that  they 
will  be  the  more  permanent,  because  the  people, 
from  their  education  and  their  universal  feelings 
in  favour  of  peace  and  order,  will  be  then  prepared 
to  turn  all  concessions  fix>m  the  crown  to  the  best 
advantage. 

There  is  in  the  provinces  a  **  Conservative  ^ 
party,  which  is  adverse  to  any  species  of  reform, 
and  would  be  glad  to  see  the  crown  even  more 
absolute  than  it  is.  This  party  is,  however,  not 
numerous,  and  consists  chiefly  of  perscms  in  place 
or  of  those  who  seek  it.  They  supported  the  new 
Prussian  code  of  laws,  chiefly  because  they  deemed 
it  their  personal  interest  so  to  do.  For  the  rest, 
the  Rhenish  people  are  ronarkably  free  from  pre- 
judices, especially  those  of  a  reli^ous  kind.  It  is 
not  long  since  that,  by  a  vote  of  the  municipality. 
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consisting  chiefly  of  Catholics,  the  beautiful  diapd 
formerly  connected  with  the  palace  of  the  electors 
was  granted  to  the  Protestant  inhabitants  of  Cob- 
lenz  as  then:  place  of  worship.  I  have  travelled 
much  amongst  the  Germans,  and  have  met  great 
numbers  of  them  at  tables  d^hSte  and  elsewhere, 
and  I  do  not  remember  that  I  have  ever  heard  one 
word  from  them  upon  any  points  of  religious  con- 
troversy. There  are  no  people  more  communicative, 
or  who  enjoy  with  more  social  comfort  and  pleasure 
the  blessings  which  a  fertile  country  and  a  delight- 
ful climate  bestow  upon  them.  They  live  very 
much  in  public;  their  theatres,  particularly  their 
operas,  are  usually  crowded,  and  thdr  public  gaiv 
dens,  without  which  no  German  town  of  any  im- 
portance could  exist,  are  most  numerously  attended 
by  families,  who  are  surrounded  by  their  children, 
down  even  to  the  infant  in  the  nurse^s  arms.  All 
this  system  serves  to  create  and  keep  up  a  kindly 
mteroourse  and  feelings  of  mutual  -respect  and 
xegard,  seldom  to  be  observed  in  other  nations ;  at 
least  not  to  the  same  extent  Whether  that  system 
be,  or  be  not,  less  iavourable  to  the  progress  of  a 
sound  practical  morality  than  the  more  domestic 
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habits  of  other  countries,  is  a  question  beyond  the 
province  of  such  a  work  as  this'  to  discuss. 

The  celebrated  watering-place  of  Ems  being 
little  more  than  fifteen  miles  from  CoUenz,  we 
resolved  to  pay  it  a  flying  visit.  The  bridge  ov^ 
the  Rhine  not  being  yet  restored,  we  were  ferried 
across  the  river  to  the  other  side,  where  we  hired  a 
voiture  and  drove  off.  There  are  two  or  three 
diligences  between  Ems  and  Coblenz  every  day; 
but  we  found  it  pleasanter  to  have  a  vdiide  of  our 
own,  here  called  a  <<  vigilante.^  Passing  through  a 
hilly  country  by  the  shortest  road,  we  arrived  at 
Ems  in  an  hour  and  a  half.  We  were  driven  by 
our  voiturier,  without  any  orders  having  beea 
given  upon  the  subject  on  our  part,  into  the  gate> 
way  of  a  very  splendid  new  hotel,  called  the 
**  Hdtel  d'^Angleterre."  A  crowd  of  waiters  asscno- 
bled  to  receive  us  with  their  scrapes  and  bows,  and 
recommended  us  to  lose  no  time  in  engaging  our 
apartments ;  but  when  we  informed  them  that  our 
stay'was  to  be  limited  to  a  few  hours,  we  were  soon 
left  to  ourselves.  We  did  not,  however,  omit  to 
insure  our  places  at  the  table  (TMte,  and  having 
learned  that  dinner  would  be  served  at  one  o^dock 
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precisely,  we  proceeded  to  sarvey  the  town  of  Ems 
and  its  scenes  of  gaiety,  fashion,  convalescence  and 
infinnity,  gambling,  idleness,  and  vanity,  under  all 
forms. 

The  town  was  quite  crowded  with  visitors  of 
every  degree,  from  her  Majes^  the  Queen  of 
Greece  and  her  suite  down  to  the  venders  of  Bohe- 
mian glass-ware,  all  species  of  toys  and  curiosities, 
articles  of  millineiy,  of  course,  and  some  of  the 
richest  productions  of  the  looms  of  Persia  and 
India.  The  saloon  dedicated  to  games  of  hazard 
was,  I  regret  to  say,  even  at  noon,  very  fully  at- 
tended by  both  sexes.  Grold  and  silver  were  spread 
on  the  tables,  subject  to  the  chances  of  rouge  et 
nohr;  but,  somehow  or  other,  I  observed  that  the 
rouleaux  of  both  metals  were  always  upon  the 
increase  within  the  precincts  of  the  bank,  while  the 
private  adventurers,  with  very  rare  exceptions, 
were  uniformly  emptying  their  purses.  Some  few 
of  the  £Edr  sex  were  present,  looking  on  with  great 
anxiety  at  the  colours  turned  up,  but  they  had  the 
grace  to  employ  gentlemen  to  play  for  them. 

I  observed  a  number  of  donkeys  in  the  street  very 
showily  caparisoned,  attended  by  boys  dressed  in  a 
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led  tmifinin  or  fiveiy,  which  presented  a  dvilued  and 
dieerf  cd  oppeanmce.  At  none  of  the  Nassau  halhs 
WPt  donkeys  more  necessary  than  at  Ems;  for  the 
town  is  situated  upon  both  banks  of  the  Lahn,  and 
pressed  within  a  narrow  space  between  two  ranges 
of  lofty  hills,  excursions  to  which  must  be  exceed- 
ingly fatigumg  to  pedestrians  who  are  not  strong 
on  foot  Drives  for  carrii^es,  except  on  the  high 
nseds  leading  In  and  out  of  the  town,  there  are 
none  to  be  found.  Contraiy  to  the  usage  of  their 
tribe  in  general,  the  Emsian  donkeys,  as  if  feeling 
themselves  an  integral  portion  of  the  sanitary  sys- 
tem prevalent  here,  set  off  at  a  round  pace  the 
moment  they  are  mounted,  believing,  no  doubt, 
their  business  to  be  to  carry  then:  customers  out  of 
the  languid  air  of  die  town  to  that  of  the  hiMs 
above  it 
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of  Graeoe.  Madame  de  Wasseri.  Her  Bcavty.  Retnm  t» 
Cdblanx.  Trade  of  Coblens.  Its  Attraotions.  its  Envinms. 
Toyage  up  the  Bhine.  Decayed  YiUagea.  Sceneiy  of  the 
Rhine.  St.  Goar.  Fortress  of  Rhemfels.  Leafpie  of  the  RUne. 
Jfegnifieeat  PMspeots.  Thrir swddca dhaiyt  The'^Wafter 
Cure."    Its  reputed  Suooess. 

Iv  consequence  of  the  atuation  of  Ems,  the 
principal  street,  which  runs  parallel  to  the  Lahn, 
bein^  backed  and  fronted  by  a  range  of  lofty  hills 
(the  Baederly),  the  atmosphere  is  far  fix)m  being 
elastic  within  the  town.  The  mer  moreover  flows 
here  in  a  lazy  course;  the  bank  opposite  to  the 
principal  street  is  occupied  'by  a  set  of  mean* 
looking  houses,  many  of  them  really  shabby.  The 
immediate  margin  of  the  river,  at  that  side,  is 
strewed  with  the  offal  of  those  dwellings,  and  is 
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itself  generally  in  a  moistened  broken  state  by 
reason  of  the  numerous  hot  springs  which  ooze  out 
through  it,  and  find  their  way  into  the  river.  The 
vapour  from  these  springs,  and  the  heat  necessarily 
arising  from  the  baths  on  the  opposite  side,  tend 
greatly  to  increase  the  warmth  of  the  air,  and 
these,  added  to  the  influence  of  a  powerful  sun 
shining  down  upon  this  long  narrow  valley,  the 
course  of  which  is  due  east  and  west,  must  render 
Ems,  in  aummer,  any  thing  but  an  eligible  place 
of  abode  for  persons  of  a  nervous  constitution  or 
disposed  to  asthma. 

For  these  drawbacks  Ems  nevertheless  presents 
in  its  environs  ample  compensation.  Passing  out 
of  the  town,  the  walks  along  the  Lahn  are  delight- 
ful ;  the  ascent  of  the  hills  is  fsicilitated  by  bridle- 
roads,  which  afibrd  magnificent  views  of  the 
country  all  round,  and  upon  the  summits  of  those 
bills  the  donkey  rider  may  enjoy  breezes  as  pure 
and  healthy  as  he  can  find  at  any  other  watering- 
place  in  Grermany.  Our  table  d^kdte  was  crowded 
with  visitors,  who  were  undergoing  the  usual 
course  of  bathing  and  drinking  the  waters,  and 
I  must  say  that  I  never  saw  assembled,  in  one  room. 
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a  set  of  persons  who  seemed  so  little  to  want  either 
of  those  resources  for  impaired  constitutions.  I 
observed  that  amongst  the  hundred  and  fifty 
guests  who  sat  at  the  table,  there  was  a  decided 
majority  of  ladies,  Ems  being  in  high  repute  for 
the  cure  of  complaints  peculiar  to  the  female  sex. 

We  walked  after  dinner  beneath  the  very  agree- 
able shade  of  a  canvass  awning,  which  extends 
along  the  ftt)nt  of  a  new  line  of  buildings  com- 
mencing near  the  splendid  Kuraaal  recently 
erected  here  by  direction  of  the  Duke  of  Nassau. 
The  buildings  just  mentioned  consist  entirely  of 
shops,  all  of  which  were  occupied  by  the  venders 
of  every  species  of  articles  which  are  usuaUy  most 
in  demand  at  such  places.  The  Bohemian  glass- 
shops  are  particularly  attractive,  on  account  of  the 
unrivalled  clearness  of  the  crystal  itself,  the  refined 
taste  prevailing  through  the  different  productions 
into  which  it  is  formed,  and  the  beauty  of  the 
colours  imparted  to  it  by  the  manufacturers.  The 
bazaar,  as  it  may  be  called,  opens  upon  a  square, 
carpeted  with  green  herbage  and  planted  with 
trees,,  which,  when  somewhat  more  grown,  wil^ 
afiPord  a  pleasant  shade :  beyond  the  square  is  the 
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Labn.  This  additioii  to  the  other  afttractioiis  of 
Ems  must  pnwe  of  gioeat  importaDoe  to  its  jNrae- 
perity,  as  the  walks  witiiin  the  town  had  pzevioiialj 
been  limited  to  the  i^oomj  pump-roon.  on  the 
ground-floor  of  the  Alte-Ejirhaiise^  fi»merij  the 
residence  of  the  duke,  but  now  converted  into  a 
lodging-house,  containing  about  two  hundred 
ofaambers. 

It  is  under  this  establishment  that  two  of  the 
principal  springs  for  bailing  and  drinking  axise. 
The  bathing-rooms,  are  very  hmdaomely  fitted  up. 
There  lure  some  thirteen  or  fourteen  other  springs 
in  various  parts  of  the  town,  which  we  had  no 
time  to  visit  No  use  appears  fo  be  made  of  those 
on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  although  some 
medical  authorities  say  that  they  are  for  the  most 
part  of  a  better  quality  than  the  wells  which  axe 
now  chiefly  frequented. 

The  usual  amusements  of  watering-places--* 
bands  playing  morning  and  evening — weekly  balls 
— pic-nic  parties,  concerts,  &c.,  are  fi>und  at  Ems ; 
nevertheless  it  is  more  quiet  and  retired  than 
Weisbaden,  and  many  of  the  other  watering-placet 
in  Germany.    After  giving  a  professional,  account 
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of  the  utility  of  the  several  springs  of  Ems  in 
various  cases  of  disease^  Dr.  Granville,  not  having 
the  fear  of  Abenietby^s  book  or  Dr.  Paris's  dietetics 
before  bis  eyes^  launehes  out  into  aa  epicurean  eur 
logy  upon  the  veal  cutlets  wliich»  while  he  lesidfid 
there,  formed  both  his  breakfast  and  hia  dinner! 
^'Commend  me  to  such  a  cutlet;  it  is  tender^ 
it  melts  in  one^s  mouthy  it  ia  just  |»0n^6  enough  to 
conceal  the  texture  of  the  meat  (a  great  secret  in 
cookery),  and  just  moist  enough  not  to  make  you 
grumble  that  it  is  too  greasy.  In  no  other  part  of 
the  world  can  one  get  such  an  exquisite  moroeau  but 
in  Giermany.  A  kallHsoteleite  is  to  Germany  what 
an  inn-cooked  beefsteak  is  to  Eng1and--4i  national 
and  characteristic  bonne  bouche*  We  talk  snee^- 
ingly  of  Germaa  cookery  ;  but  let  one  of  those 
delicious  citekUes  be  put  hissing  on  your  plate, 
with  a  cup  of  fragrant  coffee,  in  the  morning,  a 
new-laid  egg,  and  a  couple  of  warm  brioches  (a 
nice  cake),  without  butter,  after  a  walk  of  an  hour 
and  a  half,  and  let  me  see  who  would  quarrel  with 
such  a  breakfast  !^ 

The    Queen  of  Greece  resided  in  the  Hotel 
d'Armstadt,  (he  long  and  richly-gilt  balcony  of 
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which  gives  it  a  remarkably  splendid  appearance. 
I  had  the  opportunity  of  seeing  her  majesty  going 
out  in  her  carriage  for  an  airing ;  she  looked  by 
no  means  in  good  health.  In  a  second  carriage 
was  one  of  her  ladies,  Madame  de  Wasseri :  she 
wore  a  putple  Turkish  fez  upon,  I  might  say,  the 
side,  rather  than  the  crown  of  her  head,  with  a 
much  greater  air  of  coquetry  than  her  fine  blue 
eyes  sparkling  with  health  and  joyousness,  her  oval 
beautiful  countenance,  and  her  rose-coloured  cheeks, 
seemed  at  all  to  require.  I  have  seldom  seen  a 
more  captivating  bust  than  that  which  this  young 
Greek  displayed,  for  she  sat  up  in  her  seat  so  as 
to  exhibit  it  in  all  its  charms,  as  if  ambitious  to 
draw  all  the  attention  to  herself,  which  mi^t 
otherwise  have  been  given  to  her  royal  mistress. 
The  manoeuvre  was  certainly  successful,  for  the 
moment  she  appeared  she  was  the  cynosure  of  all 
eyes. 

In  coming  to  Ems  we  travelled  by  a  short  and 
hilly,  and  rather  dull  road;  we  returned  to 
Coblenz  by  the  diligence,  which  traverses  the 
lower  road,  partly  by  the  picturesque  banks  of  the 
Labn.    On  our  arrival  at  Ehrenbreitstein  we  found 
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the  bridge  over  the  Rhine  restored.  We  had 
some  delicious  fish  for  supper^  accompanied  by  a 
bottle  of  a  very  agreeable  kind  of  wine  recently 
manufactured  from  a  grape  which  grows  in  the 
neighbourhood.  It  is  light  and  sparkling,  and 
might  easily  be  passed  off  in  England  for  cham- 
pagne. 

The  trade  of  Coblenz,  which  is  a  free  port, 
consists  principally  in  the  exportation  of  Rhine 
and  Moselle  wines,  Seltzer  water,  com,  iron,  mill- 
stones (made  of  lava),  potter's  clay,  and  stoneware. 
Beneath  the  ancient  convent  of  the  Jesuits,  now 
the  public  grammar  school,  are  cellars  so  wide  and 
lofty  that  it  is  said  a  stage-coach  might  be  easily 
driven  round  them.  They  are  now  in  the  occu- 
pation of  Messrs.  Deiiihard  and  Jordan,  who  to 
the  business  of  banking  add  that  of  wine-mer- 
chants. The  latter  informed  us  that  these  cellars 
were  capable  of  ccmtaining  upwards  of  four  hun- 
dred thousand  bottles. 

We  met  here  some  friends  of  ours,  who  had  in- 
tended only  to  rest  a  day  or  two  on  their  way  to 
Italy ;  but  they  found  the  drives  around  Coblenz 
so  attractive,  and  the  town  itself  so  agreeable  in 
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every  respect^  that  they  had  resolved  to  pcolong 
their  stay.  They  proposed  to  make  several  excur- 
sioDfl  on  the  banks  of  the  Mosdle,  and  also  in  the 
immediate  environs  of  the  town  on  every  side,  and 
if  they  have  executed  their  resolutions,  I  entertain 
no  doubt  that  they  haye  been  wdUi  lepaid  for  any 
difficulties  they  may  have  encountered  on  thev 
way.  Tourists  are  too  much  in  the  habit  of 
looking  upon  Cobknz  as  a  mere  Bteaiii4xiat  star 
tioo ;  they  may  be  assured,  howev»,  that  neither 
upon  the  upper  nor  lower  banks  ci  the  Rhine  wiU 
they  find  scenery  to  surpass  that  which  they  mi^t 
easily  visit  within  a  wedi:  or  two,  within  a  cude 
of  seven  or  eight  leagues,  having  Coblenz  for  its 
centre. 

We  quitted  this  highly  inteiesdng  town  at 
seven  o'clock  a.k.,  by  the  steamer  Herrock  Von 
Nassau.  The  day  promised  to  be  fine*  Our  host 
was  somewhat  retarded  by  the  unusual  fidrce  of  the 
current  of  the  Rhine,  which  still  continued  to  rush 
onwards  in  loUing  waves,  tiouUed  by  the  recent 
floods.  The  appearance  of  the  banks  on  eidier 
side  differed  materially,  in  every  reqpect,  finom  that 
of  the  cheerful  and  cbanning  river  we  had  latdy 
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left.  We  passed  through  a  suGceasion  of  villages, 
of  stem  mountains  crowned  with  religious  and 
feudal  ruins,  old  towns  defended  by  turreted  waUsy 
by  abrupt  precipices,  and  dark  ravines,  which  com* 
bined  to  impart  to  the  scene  a  grave  and  not  very 
attractive  aspect.  We  passed  so  near  the  left 
bank,  m  order  to  avoid  the  rapidity  of  the  current 
as  much  as  possible,  that  we  easily  heard  the 
church  bdls  and  the  village  clocks  strike  the 
hour,  and  might  even  peep  in  at  their  cottage  win- 
dows, hear  the  children  laughing  or  crying,  and 
commit  depredations,  if  we  pleased,  upon  their 
fishing-nets  and  clothes  hung  out  to  dry.  These 
cottages  wore  in  the  Swiss  styles  with  timbers  in^ 
serted  in  the  walls  and  gables,  not  often  painted^ 
and  wearing,  upon  the  wlude,  a  character  of  decay. 
We  steamed  also  near  churchyards^  having  black 
crosses  at  the  heads  of  the  graves,  and  observed  a 
curious  chapel  with  Siamesed  spires. 

We  were  speedily  out  of  Frusfioan  territory, 
and  within  that  c^  the  Duke  of  Nassau,  as  the 
flags  of  the  boats  indicated.  One  of  the  pic- 
turesque objects  on  our  way  was  a  deserted  con* 
vent,  part  of  its  church  still  standing  ;  through  its 
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open  nave  and  windows  we  obtained  one  of  those 
vistas  of  the  country  beyond,  which  Velasquez  was 
fond  of  introducing  into  his  pictures.  The  Rhine 
was  here  narrower  than  I  had  expected  to  find  it, 
and  the  scenery  altogether  so  tame,  that  I  felt 
much  disappointed;  but  that  feeling  speedily 
vanished  as  we  approached  St.  Goar,  where  the 
Rhine  begins  to  look  like  itself,  bounded  on  either 
side  by  wild  and  rocky  mountains.  It  would  ap- 
pear that  by  coming  up  the  river  we  had  surveyed 
the  scenery  just  passed  from  a  wrong  point  of 
view,  for,  looking  back  at  it  from  St.  Groar,  it  pre- 
sented quite  a  different  character  from  that  ex- 
hibited as  we  were  actually  passing  through  it. 
Seen  retrospectively  from  the  spot  we  had  now 
attained,  it  formed  a  theatre  of  verdant  hills,  rising 
to  a  considerable  height.  As  it  gradually  receded 
from  the  eye,  the  efiect  was  magical. 

Near  St.  Goar  are  the  remains  of  the  most  ex- 
tensive fortress  on  the  Rhine,  called  the  fortress  of 
Rheinfels.  It  was  originally  built  in  the  thirteenth 
century  by  a  Count  Diether,  who,  without  any 
sort  of  lawful  claim  to  the  sovereignty  of  the 
country,  in  fact  a  mere  brigand,  substituting  might 
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for  right,  enlisted  a  number  of  adTenturers  in  his 
service,  and  plundered  all  around  him  with  impu- 
nity. His  stronghold  for  a  long  time  afforded  him 
protection  from  pursuit,  until  at  length  the  indig- 
nation of  the  inhabitants  of  several  cities  which  had 
been  subjected  to  his  depredations  was  roused  to 
such  a  height,  that  they  formed  a  confederation  for 
their  general  safeguard.  The  confederacy  rapidly 
increased,  until  it  included  sixty  of  the  German 
and  Rhenish  cities.  They  formed  a  numerous 
army,  which  proceeded  to  attack,  and  finally  de- 
stroyed this  "  robber  nest,'*  as  the  people  justly 
called  it.  Not  satisfied  with  their  success  in  this 
instance,  they  visited  most  of  the  similar  fortifi- 
cations then  established  on  the  Rhine,  and  razed 
or  dismantled  them.  It  is  to  the  operations  of 
this  powerful  confederacy  that  all  lovers  of  the 
picturesque  are  indebted  for  the  ruins  of  castles 
and  battlements  with  which  almost  every  hill  and 
mountain,  to  a  great  extent  on  either  bank  of  the 
Rhine,  is  at  this  day  crowned.  Rheinfels,  how- 
ever, was,  subsequently  to  the  invasion  of  the  con- 
federated forces,  repaired  by  the  Landgrave  of 
Hesse,  whose  property  it  became.     It  withstood  a 
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prolonged  mge  bj  a  French  army  of  twenty-four' 
thousand  men,  under  Marshal  Talard,  in  169S. 
Though  greatly  strengthened  after  that  period,  the 
garrison  ran  away  out  of  it  in  1794,  upon  the  ap- 
proach of  the  French  revolutionary  army,  who 
blew  it  up,  and  left  it  in  the  state  in  which  it  still 
remains. 

llie  scenery  of  the  Rhine  is  certainly  most  mag- 
nificent, to  whatever  point  of  the  compass  we  turn 
our  eyes.  Ancient  battlements  (some  of  them 
Roman),  Grothic  churches  with  curious  towers, 
some  bearing  spires  exactly  alike,  and  united  by 
galleries  (some  of  them  raised  by  Knights  Templars 
after  their  return  from  Palestine),  andent  convents, 
here  and  there  green  meadows  and  yellow  corn- 
fields, orchards  of  cherries,  mouldering  towers, 
partly  mantled  in  vines,  and  projecting  rocks, 
presenting  strange  and  wild  shapes,  continue  fre- 
quently within  one  prospect  to  afford  a  picture  of 
such  inexhaustible  interest,  that  we  regretted  the 
rapidity  with  which  our  paddle-wheels  hurried  us 
away  from  it. 

Nevertheless,  perhaps  this  very  circumstance  of 
our  velocity  of  motion  gave  a  fresh  charm  to  each 
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scene ;  for  knowing  that  we  could  scarcely  behold^ 
it  befOTe  it  vamdied  fiom  our  view,  our  attention 
was  in  a  state  of  perpetual  excitement.  The  pre- 
sentation to  the  eye  of  a  majestic  pile  of  rocks  and 
ruins,  and  the  immediate  substitution  for  it  of  de- 
diyities  teeming  with  vines,  or  of  fertile  valleys 
yielding  herbage  or  com,  seemed  to  be  the  work  of 
some  enchanter,  who  had  power  to  change  the 
objects  before  us  at  a  stroke  of  his  wand. 

The  convent  of  Marienburg,  near  Boppart, 
which  is  now  used  as  a  boarding-house  for  invalids 
suffering  from  rheumatism,  reminded  me  of  a  spec 
tacle  which  I  observed  near  CoUenz,  upon  our 
return  ficom  Ems,  which  I  had  forgotten  to  set 
down  in  my  note-book.  Several  persons,  of  rather 
gentlemanly  appearance,  were  walking  as  rapidly 
as  they  could  along  the  footpath  near  the  road, 
dressed  in  sheets  and  cloaks  saturated  with  water. 
I  could  not  make  out  the  cause  of  this  singular 
dress,  until  we  reached  Coblenz,  when  we  were  in- 
formed that  these  disciples  of  Undine  were  so 
many  patients,  undergoing  the  new  treatment  for 
the  complaint  in  question.  They  were  first  plunged 
into  a  bath  so  warm  that  they  were  parboiled ;  the 
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moment  they  escaped  from  this  bath,  or  bofler,  as 
it  might  perhaps  be  more  technically  called,  they 
rushed  into  an  adjoining  bath  of  cold  water;  after 
remaining  there  the  prescribed  time  they  arose, 
were  dressed  as  we  saw  them,  and  directed  to.  walk 
as  quickly  as  they  could,  until  thdr  humid  apparel 
became  quite  dry.  It  is  said  that  this  mode  of 
dealing  with  rheumatism  has  been  generally  suc- 
cessful. It  is  certainly  spreading  over  several 
parts  of  the  continent,  and  treatises  in  &vour  of  its 
application  have  been  recently  published  in  Eng- 
land. The  establishment  in  the  convent  of  Ma- 
rienburg  is  upon  a  most  extensive  plan,  and  I  was 
informed  that  it  is  quite  crowded  with  patients.  I 
tliink  I  have  read  somewhere  of  a  similar  practice 
having  long  prevailed  among  the  lower  castes  in 
India,  and  that  it  uniformly  effected  its  object. 
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CHAPTER  XL 

RetnwpectiTe  Soeneiy.  Gigaatic  Bocikk  A  lUpid.  Danger  to 
Rafkf .  An  Echo.  "  Iron  Door."  Picturesque  Rocks.  Ober- 
wesd.  Werner's  Chapel.  Schonber  Castle.  Curious  old  For- 
tress. A  Reftige  for  Indies.  Bacharach.  Hie  Rhebgau. 
Murray's  Hand-Book.  Best  Bfaenish  Wines.  Gem  of  the 
Rhine.  Decline  of  its  Scenery.  Mayenoe.  Cassel.  Prospects 
from  CasseL  Railway  Station.  Frankfort.  Its  Importance 
Its  £BiToarable  Fositian.  Its  Fh)sperity.  Its  new  Buildings. 
Mr.  Koch,  the  Consol.  A  House-warming.  Carious  Phe- 
nomenn. 

I  WOULD  recommend  the  voyager  who  ascends 
the  Rhine  never  to  neglect,  while  the  steamer  hasu 
tens  onward,  to  keep  the  retrospective  scenery  in 
view  as  long  as  he  can.  The  panorama  always 
seemed  to  me  more  perfect  in  its  outlines  and  ac« 
cessories  when  contemplated  in  that  way  than  in 
the  reverse.  All  the  objects  are  then  seen  assem. 
bled,  but  arranged  in  their  proper  places,  and  under 
the  influence  of  lights  and  shadows  which  set  them 
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off  to  most  advantage;  whereas,  while  we  are 
going  through  them  in  detail,  we  are  not  able  to 
appreciate  their  individual  value  in  the  general 
prospect. 

St.  Goar  is  a  very  curious-looking  old  town.     It 
is  so  called  from  a  holy  hermit  of  that  name,  who 
was  chiefly   instrumental   (under  Providence)  in 
converCmg  to  Christiaiiity  the  rude  inhabitaots  of 
the  country.     A  church  still  exists  here  which  was 
dedicated  to  his  memory.    As  we  proceeded,  the 
scenery,  mingling  much  of  beauty  with  a  grandeur 
approaching  the  sublime,  exceeded  all  the  expecta- 
tions I  had  fonned  of  its  effects.    Elevated  rocks 
jutting  up  in  giant  forms,  on  one  bank,  contrasted 
with  the  rich  green  underwoods  on  the  other.    The 
Rhine  expands  here  to  so  great  a  width  that  it  a^ 
sumes  the  appearance  oi  a  lake  almost  enclosed  by 
mountains.    A  singular  precipitous  mass  of  rock 
lifts  its  head  high  in  air,  on  the  left  bank,  and  is 
called  the  Lurleiberg.     Not  far  beyond  it  is  a 
whirlpool,  near  which  is  a  rapid^  formed  by  the 
rushing  of  the  water  over  sunken  rocks^  just  at  a 
spot  where  the  river  makes  a  sudden  curve.    The 
passage  of  this  rapid  has  proved  often  dangerous  to 
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small  boats,  but  still  more  to  the  crews  of  the  tim- 
ber-rafts, which  are  navigated  down  the  current 
It  is  said  that  the  fore-part  of  the  raft  is,  at  times^ 
drawn  beneath  the  water,  that  the  men  on  board  are 
immersed  to  the  neck,  and  some  of  them  even  oc« 
casionally  washed  awaj  by  the  violence  of  the 
waves,  caused  by  the  rocky  obstacles  below.  Oppo- 
site to  the  Lurleiberg  is  a  grotto,  occupied  by  a  man 
whose  employment  it  is  to  awaken  the  echoes  here 
by  the  blast  of  a  bugle  or  the  discharge  of  a  pis- 
tol. The  sound  is  answered  by  a  mysterious  choir  of 
fifteen  voices,  each  of  which  answers  the  call  in  turn. 
No  v^onder  that  the  watermen  look  upon  this  part 
of  the  Rhine  as  haunted  by  some  malignant  spirit. 
The  sunken  rocks,  as  well  as  those  which  towered 
above  our  heads,  and  pressed  the  Rhine  between 
them,  reminded  me  strongly  of  the  **  Iron  Door  *  of 
the  Danube.  Looking  forward,  we  might  have  al- 
most thought  ourselves  land-locked,  so  closely  did 
the  mountainous  banks  approach  each  other.  Now 
they  assumed  a  mural  shape,  now  they  presented 
tiers  of  benches,  as  if  they  had  been  intended  for 
theatres.  Table  lands,  cultivated,  on  the  summits 
of  some  the  hills,  gave  an  agreeable  variety  to  these 
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wild  scenes.  From  the  dark  ravines  came  out  ab- 
ruptly, now  and  then,  violent  gusts  of  very  cold 
windy  although  otherwise  the  day  held  up  welL 
Ranges  of  trees  sometimes  ran  along  the  brows  of 
mountains,  and  through  their  foliage  we  were  en- 
abled to  discern  com-fidds,  stretching  up  the  decli- 
vities to  a  considerable  distance. 

Its  lofty  round  tower  near  the  water'^s  edge,  and 
its  numerous  turreted  walls,  soon  announced  our 
approach  to  Oberwesd,  famed  for  its  church  of  Our 
Lady,  said  to  be  one  of  the  most  finished  and  beau- 
tiful specimens  of  the  decorated  style  of  Grothic 
architecture  to  be  found  on  the  Rhine  :  it  is  of  the 
fourteenth  century.  A  small  chapel  dedicated  to 
the  memory  of  a  boy,  named  Werner,  was  pointed 
out  by  the  captab,  on  the  walls  of  the  town  near 
the  bank  of  the  river.  This  youth  is  said  to  have 
been  crucified  by  the  Jews,  in  derision  of  the  cruci- 
fixion of  our  Redeemer.  No  doubt  this  was  one  of 
the  tales  got  up  at  the  time  when  the  anti-IsraeUte 
outcry  was  raised  against  the  Jews  in  many  parts  of 
Europe. 

The  English  voyager  can  hardly  fail  to  remark 
the  castle  of  Scbonberg,  below  Oberwesd,  as  it  was 
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onoe  the  residence  of  the  Schombergs,  from  ivhom 
descended  the  English  family  of  that  name,  includ* 
ing  the  officer  who  commanded  the  troops  of  Wil- 
liam III.  at  the  battle  of  the  Boyne.  From  the 
flooded  state  of  the  Rhine  we  had  no  chance  of  see- 
ing the  seven  rocks  that  rise  from  the  bed  of  the 
river  here,  which,  as  legends  say,  represent  as  many 
beautiful  sisters,  so  hard-hearted  that,  although 
multitudes  of  knightly  suitors  sought  their  hands 
in  marriage,  they  rejected  them  all.  For  this  crime 
against  society  they  were  metamorphosed  into  the 
forms  which  they  well  deserved  for  their  cold- 
ness. 

Nearly  opposite  the  village  of  Caul  there  is  a 
very  curious  old  fortress  in  the  middle  of  the  river. 
From  the  centre  rises  a  polygonal  tower ;  the  walls 
all  round  are  roofed,  and  there  is  at  one  end  a 
cluster  of  buildings  :  the  whole  pile  has  a  pecu- 
liarly quaint  appearance.  It  was  originaUy  built 
by  Louis  the  Bavarian,  previous  to  18S6,  as  a  toll- 
house ;  it  now  belongs  to  the  Duke  of  Nassau,  who 
uses  it  for  the  same  purpose.  Tradition  relates 
that,  in  the  turbulent  ages,  the  ladies  of  the  neigh- 
bouring knights,  when  '<  in  that  state  in  which 
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ladies  wish  to  be  who  love  their  iDrds,"  usually  re- 
paired to  this  castle  in  order  that  they  might  enjoy 
tranquillity  and  security  at  the  approach  of  the 
period  so  important  to  themselves  and  their  families. 
This  spot  isalsoronarkaUe  as  the  place  near  which 
Bliidier  crossed  the  Rhine  with  his  army,  on  the 
night  ot  the  first  of  January,  1814, 

Bacharach  {Baechi  ara,  altar  of  Bacchus)  next 
uppeBLVs  in  sight,  with  its  walls  and  towers.  It 
derives  its  name  from  a  rock  in  the  river,  which, 
when  the  Rhine  is  low,  shews  its  bead  above  the 
waters— an  occurrence  gladly  hailed  by  the  culti- 
vators of  the  vineyards,  as  it  assures  them  of  a  fine 
aeaaon  for  the  grape.  The  vine  grown  all  round 
here  is  in  high  repute.  Near  Bacharach  are  the 
beautiful  remains  of  another  dinrch  raised  in  ho- 
nour of  the  "  crucified  *  Werner,  his  body,  whidi 
is  said  to  have  been  thrown  into  the  Rhine  by  the 
Jews,  having  floated  up  the  river,  until  it  stopped 
here. 

Passing  by  Lorch,  one  of  the  most  ancient  towns 
of  the  Rhine,  we  arrived  within  the  precincts  of 
the  Rheingau,  extending  to  a  considerable  distancp 
up  the  river,  and  celebrated  as  the  district  within 
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whidb  all  the  best  vineyards  of  Grmnanj  are  to  be 
found.  The  banks  all  through  this  district  are 
literally  crowded  with  villages,  towns,  ruins  of 
castles,  convents,  and  churches,  every  one  of  whidi 
has  its  wondrous  tale.  All  these  I  must  resign  to 
the  guide-books,  or  rather,  I  should  say,  to  Mup- 
ray^s  ^  Hand-Book  of  Northern  Germauy,^  by 
'fiu*  the  best  wcfck  of  the  kind  tliat  has  ever  fallen 
under  my  notice.  It  is  not  merely  a  ooni{Hlation ; 
it  abounds  in  original  matter,  and  in  descriptions 
of  scenery  written  in  an  animated  and  very  graceful 
style.  I  do  not  remember  any  material  instance  in 
which  I  found  its  instructions  inaccurate. 

As  travellers  in  Germany  are  often  at  a  loss  as 
to  the  kind  of  wine  they  should  order  at  the  hotels, 
from  the  number  specified  in  the  cartes  presented 
to  them,  I  diall  here  mention  a  few  of  the  Rhein- 
gau  productioos,  which  are  considered  as  the  best 
In  the  first  rank  stand  the  Johannisberg  and  the 
Steinberg;  then  follow  the  Biidesheim,  Marko- 
farunner,  and  Bothenberg,  distinguished  fcr  their 
strength  and  exquisite  bouquet  The  HcxJdieim 
will  be  found  very  acoeptaUe  to  some  palates,  and 
also  the  wines  of  Erbach  and  fiattenheim.     But 
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those  who  prefer  light  wmes  not  so  apt  to  be  add 
as  those  just  mentioned,  should  call  fc»r  the  Lau- 
benheim  and  Nierstein,  or  the  wines  of  the  Moselle. 
The  Riesling  is  not  to  be  despised.  For  mj  own 
part,  I  generally  selected  the  Assmanshansen,  a 
red  wine  produced  Scorn  the  vine  of  Burgundy 
transplanted  thither.  It  very  much  resembles,  ia 
the  finagrance  of  its  flavour  and  the  degree  of  its 
strength,  the  Val-de-penas  of  Spain,  which  I  found 
an  excellent  tcHiic,  besides  being  moat  agreeable  to 
the  taste.  It  is  a  cheering  and  yet  by  no  meansan 
intoxicating  beverage. 

The  scenery  between  Riidescheim  and  Bingen 
is  notorious  as  the  gem  of  the  Bhine.  The  river 
here  presents  itself  in  all  its  magnificence,  heing  as 
wide  as  the  mouth  of  the  Thames,  and  from  iti 
rapidly  rolling  waves  might  almost  be  taken  fdr  a 
sea.  It  displays  its  greatest  width  at  Giesenhdm, 
and  abounds  in  small  islands  as  £u:  as  Mayence. 
After  passbg  Giesenheim,  the  banks  begin  rapidly 
to  lose  all  their  grandeur ;  they  become  low  and 
marshy,  and  compared  with  the  scenery  latdy  ex- 
hibited to  the  view,  every  prospect  dedines  moce 
and  more  into  tameness  and  monotony.     At  Bi- 
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bench,  the  haDdapme  palace  of  the  Duke  of  Nas- 
SBU  is  a  Tery  conspicuous  object,  and  also  marks 
the  boundary  of  his  dominions.  We  soon  after 
reached  Mayence,  the  termination  of  our  voyage 
on  the  Rhine.  This  city  bdongs  to  the  Grand 
Duke  of  Hesse  d*Annstadt,  and  is  well  worthy  of 
•  a  sojourn  for  a  day  or  two.  But  the  moment  we 
arrived  a  diligence  was  in  waiting  to  convqr  us  to 
the  station  of  the  railway,  over  the  bridge  of  boats 
which  connects  Mayence  with  CasseL 

The  prospects  from  Cassd,  where  we  had  to  stay 
nearly  an  hour,  are  highly  interesting.  Looking 
down  the  Bhine,  we  saw  in  that  distance,  which 
always 

''  -'—  IaicU  eocfaantment  to  the  new/' 

the  mountains  we  had  lately  passed.  The  old  ca- 
thedral of  Mayence  came  out  well,  as  an  artist 
would  say,  in  this  scene,  as  did  also  the  red  towers 
of  the  fortifications,  forming,  with  those  on  the  Cas- 
sd side,  the  chief  defences  of  this  part  of  the  river. 
The  day  had  held  up  extremely  well,  although 
very  cold  for  the  season.  The  bridge  was  thronged 
with  passengers,  amongst  whom  we  noticed  several 
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PrusBiaai  and  Anstruoi  Boldien.  AUfaoagk  Ifi^- 
enoe  bdongs  to  die  Grand  Dfoke  d'^Amstadt,  jeft^ 
being  the  principal  foitraiB  of  the  Gennan  CaoSoie- 
ntkm,  it  is  garrisoned  equally  by  ^KtracipB  of  tlie 
two  powers  just  snendoned,  and  the  guiwruus  ane 
appointed  by  them  alteraaftdy  ewry  five  yeaiB. 

From  Caaael  tfaete  is  a  ndltray  tnan  to  Wiaa. 
baden,  by  a  bnmdi  leading  off  finm  die  chirf  line 
toFrankfort  The  buildings  at  Ihe  station  are  all 
in  a  light  Itdian  style;  the  ivaiting-ioani  is  ▼eiy 
handflomdy  furaished ;  decanten  cf  epring  water 
4aid  glasses  are  on  the  tabl%  and  a  variety  of  Fnach 
and  Creiman  newspapers,  together  widi  other  peri- 
odicals. The  sun  descending  over  the  blue  mouH 
tains  far  away,  tlu^w  a  pathway  of  li|ght  on  the 
surface  of  the  Rhine,  and  the  neighbouring  dedi- 
vifies  seemed  to  be  involved  in  donds  of  golden 
dust.  The  moment  for  our  departore  at  loigdi 
arrived,  and  widiin  half  an  boor  afier  we  were 
in  Frankfort  We  stopped  at  the  Hdtel  d'An- 
^etene,  which  we  &nnd  very  onnftntafaie  and 
moderate. 

-Frankfort  has  longl)een  an  impoitant  and  inte- 
resting town.    Its  atoation  on  die  Maine,  besidea 
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bdng  highly  pictureMjin,  is  in  a  geographical 
point  of  Tiew,  peeuKarly  fartunate,  at  through  it 
may  be  taid  to  paes  die  great  high-«oad  from  att 
the  soathem  parts  of  Europe  to  narthem  Germany. 
It  is  high  in  diplomatic  rank,  as  die  seat  of  the  G^er* 
manic  diet ;  it  exercises  considaraibie  influence  in 
monetary  afiSdrs,  as  the  principal  occupatk>n  of  its 
opulent  merchants  and  bankers  consists  in  tran»> 
actions  in  the  -fiinds  of  all  nations  and  in  public 
loans.  Here  the  Rothschilds  were  bom^  the 
monied  princes^  as  they  might  be  called,  of  the 
ciyilized  woiid.  It  is  one  of  the  great  emporiums 
for  distributing  manufactures  through  Centrsl 
Europe.  Here  are  hdd  annually  two  of  the  great 
continental  fidrs,  though  marcantile  assemblages  of 
this  deacripdon  seem  to  be  getting  out  of  fashion, 
on  account  of  the  greater  fadlities  of  intercourse 
which  are  established,  or  in  process  of  formation, 
in  all  quarters.  It  is,  moreover,  a  free  town ;  has 
SifiOO  inhabitants,  €i  whom  one-tenth  are  wealthy 
Jews,  and  bears  every  mark  of  prosperity  increas- 
ing from  year  to  year.  New  lines  of  streets  have 
been  recently  constructed  in  die  most  airy  and 
healthy  part  of  die  town;  they  are  in  the  light 
x2 
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Italian  styk,  and  in  no  respect  inlerior  to  the 
modarn  quarters  of  Paris^  During  the  hours  of 
business  these  is  a  genenl  appeaianoe  ^  animatioQ 
and  gaiety^  which  makes  the  travdler  who  has 
once  seen  Ffankfiirt  always  look  back  upon  it  with 
feelings  of  pleasuxe. 

Mr.  Koch»  the  British  oonsul,  adds  not  a  littie 
to  those  feelings  on  the  part  of  all  those  who  have 
occarion  for  his  services.  We  had  letters  to  him 
from  a  friend,  who  gave  us  beforehand  intiqiatioa 
as  to  his  amiability  and  private  worth,  which  we 
found  mote  than  realised*  His  son  is,  as  the  Irish 
say,  a  *<  true  chip  of  the  oLd  block.''  He  had  been 
just  married  to  a  Grerman  lady,  not  less  distin- 
guished for  her  virtues  than  her  beauty.  They 
were  about  to  be  installed  in  their  new  house  the 
day  after  our  arrival  in  Frankfort,  and  the  cir- 
cumstance led  to  an  assemblage  of  their  friends 
around  them  (amongst  whom  they  had  tlie  good- 
ness to  include  us),  by  way  of  a  **  house-warming  '* 
in  the  good  old  fiishion,  equally  German  and  Eng- 
lish. Several  of  the  principal  British  residents  of 
Frankfort  were  present,  and  certainly  a  more  plea- 
sant party  seldom  met  together,  though  some  of  the 
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^ests  had  never  seen  eadi  other  brfore.  A  bin  of 
Johannesberg  of  the  most  delidous  flavour,  sixty . 
years  old,  delivered  out  its  tzeasures  in  eelebxfttion. 
of  this  domestic  festival. 

In  the  course  of  oonveitetiony  Mr.  Koch,  who 
had  been  out  at  his  country  seat  in  the  mornings 
mentioned  a  curious  fact  connected  with  the  late 
violent  sUMn.  He  found  a  number  of  moles  which 
were  killed  by  his  gardener,  and  upon  inquiry  he 
learned,  that  upon  the  day  on  which  the  tempest 
occurred,  multitudes  of  these  creatures  had  com- 
up  out  of  the  ground,  and  shewed  not  the  slightest 
disposition  to  return  to  their  snbterraneous  abode, 
as  if,  for  some  reason  or  other,  they  had  found 
themselves  uncomfortable  there.  This  very  extra- 
(mlinary  phenomenon  would  seem  to  indicate^  either 
that  some  agitation  had  taken  place  in  the  interior 
of  the  earth,  or  that  the  moles  were  affected 
by  some  unusual  acoessi(m  of  heat,  which  drove 
them  simultaneously  to  the  surface,  to  seek  for 
relief. 

While  engaged  in  the  evening  in  looking  over 
the  papers  at  the  Casino,  which  we  were  permitted 
to  enter  through  Mr.  Koch^s  kind  introduction,  I 
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ofaflfinred  tnm  m  ptinignt|dli  in  one  of  the  Fnnch 
journal^  that  on  the  mow  day  «  hvmcHne  occiiiw 
nedatRouea^  vhjdi  tore  vp  from  the  niota  aevctal 
of  the  largest  trees  in  the  Boukvaida  of  that  city ; 
that  on  the  16ih  of  July  (three  )daja  previoo^f  to 
the  whiriwind  on  the  Bidmt)  there  vas  an  extnn 
oKdioaiy  twell  of  the  aea  at  MuneiUea ;  and  that 
moAhag  brfbie  thaW  the  town  ofVilkdaPnyn 
di^  Victoria,  m  the  island  of  TeKoeixa»  ma  afanost 
▼boUy  destrojfid  fay  an  earthquake* 
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tbedaL  Fretdkocof  tlie  Cnnda*  lie  Briiuh  Bfjniater.  TItt 
Cemetoy.  ftverations  as  to  Interaunik.  Finger  Bells.  Ar- 
mgOBBfliiti  ftrV%ilHiGe*  flnfapfect  ftr  NoffiMili.  Bokenun 
Gbat^Skag^  PnUwOMdoM.  Hasic  CeUmtBd  Stsftiie  oC 
Ariadne.  Deieriptian  of  the  Stutoe.  M.  de  Betfamami's 
GardsD. 

A  LflNO-iTAKDi^e  reguA  for  books  and  book- 
idm^  ttiMi  all  about  than,  soon  guided  me  to  die 
abop  of  M.  JugeL  His  establiBlmient  ia  iqpoB  an 
I  kbI^  aaul  ia  condocttd  by  hiimelf  and  his 
a  v€gy  iBtelligept  j€UDg  mas.  Thej  bodi 
spaakEBgfishoctiemdtjr  iP^»aiidiriieftIgamnj 
card,  for  the  purpose  of  inttiiig  my  diiMt^  iqpn 
a-paiodl  of  books  ndanpaiAi^  I  hadpardiaaed^ 
i  WBB,  tbanka  to  that  fieemasouj  irbidi  exists  ift 
every  coontiy  betweot  booksdlsra  and  «uthoc% 
flacedl  at  borne  at  onoa.    M.  Ji^el^  senuav  pbesd 
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before  me  my  <<  Danube,*^  translated  into  Germao  ; 
my  bill  was  remodelled^  with  a  liberal  per-centi^ 
taken  off,  and  he  was  so  kind  as  to  offer  me  his  ser- 
vices in  every  way  in  which  they  oould  be  usrful  to 
us.  He  inquired  as  to  the  line  which  we  piopoaed 
to  take  in  the  further  proaecution  of  our  tour,  and 
took  the  trouble  to  suggest  a  route,  that  would  not 
pnly  enable  us  to  see  all  that  patt  of  th^  country  to 
the  best  advaptage,  but  also  to  place  within  our 
reach  the  best  hotels  which  it  afforded.  ^  Above 
all  things,^  said  he,  ^  when  you  are  on  your  way  to 
Heppenheim,  even  if  you  should  be  late,  restrain 
your  appetite  untO  you  arrive  in  that  place.  I 
will  answer  for  it  that  at  the  hotel  there  you  will 
be  provided  with  one  of  the  best  dinners  to  be  met 
with  in  all  Grermany.^ 

Although  the  new  town  of  Frankfiart  is  truly  a 
splendid  congregation  of  mansions,  that  might  wdl 
be  style  dpalaces,  neverthdess  I  felt  a  great  deid 
more  interest  in  exploring  the  old  buildings  of  this 
^<free^  and  once  ^'imptfial  city;^  in  wandering 
through  its  narrow  streets,  with  the  lofty  gables 
farming  the  fronts  of  its  houses,  and  fiequently^ 
according  to  the  fSuhioii  of  the  good  old  buif^er 
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times,  overhaDgiDg  the  baaemeot  stories  to  such  aft 
extent,^  that  two  persons  might  almost  shake  hands 
from  the  windows  of  the  upper  floors  of  houses 
opposite  to  each  other.  In  this  quarter  is  found  the' 
cathedral,  erected  in  the  thirteenth  century,  and 
peculiarly  distinguished  as  being  the  church  in 
which  the  German  emperors  were  formerly  crowned, 
after  their  election  in  cme  of  the  chapels  near  the 
high  altar,  called  from  that  drcumirtance  the  Elec- 
tion Chapel.  There  are  in  it  some  very  curious 
monuments,  and  a  few  excdla!it  pictures  by  B.ubens' 
and  Albert  Durer.  In  this  fine  old  temple  St. 
Bernard  preached  the  crusade  to  crowded  audiences, 
whom  he  succeeded  in  inspiring  with  hitf  own. 
Athusiasm. 

The  coronation  festivities  of.  the  emperors  were 
held  in  the  Town-house,  in  a  large  saloon,  where 
they  were  attoided  by  their  vassal  kings  and  princes. 
Here  are  portiaits  of  the  whole  imperial  line^  and 
it  is  a  very  remarkable  circumstance,  that  the  por* 
trait  of  the  last  German  emperor,  Francis  of  Aus-^ 
tria,  filled  up  the  only  space  that  remained  vacant 
on  the  walls !  The  senate  of  Frankfort  holds  ittf 
sessions  in  one  of  the  chambers  of  this  building,  and 
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ill  the  Merlm  place  la  front  of  k  a  frrtiml  wae 
gsven  to  the  pnpfe  <n  Ihd  eoraMtioBi  de^,  wken 
I  nulBd  vbole^  and  hnylwariir  <£  wine 
e  amttgcd  IB  e^feaj  dieectioB  lor  the  giwita  to 
adIikUmm.  These  eve  van jcUiiMinQmlaaC 
the  peat  htftory  of  Fiankfort  wU  math  tbe  atbtt* 
tioa  ef  t»felkxa»  whkb  they  will  iaA  oBefaO^ 
CBOMfitfed  ift  Ae  guide-booka^ 

ThepcQMft  who  ahewednaorar  theTowtt4ioiiae 
put  into  ny  henda  a«  old  mamiaciTt  in  FMBGh»  te 
irittdh  he  atteehfll  a  gpmat  ^aliae*  ItatatedOat 
wiMu  MaaimiUan  IL  iiiaoniwned  (lil64)>  he  caa^ 
tathiaduunbei^  to^  witnaai  thai 
waae  camei  on  in  A»  aq[uai^  The 
fullooBtume»  took  his  station  in  thei 
tfaedeataea  oC  Ibnii,  Tkevea^andCokfpie  atood 
in  the  finiwin(dbw;tiie  canopy  uvd  at  die  coan- 
natkn  wia  adbiUledhi  the  tUid  wwfew^;  nWk 
the  amhaaaadeaa  of  Bctenaa  aid  ^  Pdiitfinata^ 
aaA  the  elwloiB  o£  Saanany  eonqpiad  dM  Coiiitk  ^ 
fifth.  AUlbine»b««paepacedfbrthnoaBnMM»- 
of  thfi  frrtJTirirB,  ilrkgntai^  ipiimilfiil  fnr  tlw 
by  die  gland  d%aali 
haraeaiathnai|nei^todie  aainid  of  tranpala  i 
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tunbrds.  Thm  the  ddqpUe  of  the  gnmd  mar. 
ihil  rode  up  to  bk  girths  through  a  heap  of  oata, 
8ome  of  wUdi  he  put  into  a  small  sQver  mesaure. 
Haraig  passed  over  it  a  nlver  sickle^  in  order  to 
make  tlie  soxISMe  of  the  com  levels  he  brought  it' 
into  the  bsU,  and  presented  it  to  the  arch-chambei^ 
lam«  who  placed  it  on  a  taUe  brfore  the  emperor, 
together  withasKce  of  beef,  cut  from  an  ok  roasted 
whole,  and  a  al?er  goUet  of  wine,  thus  aunouncmg 
diat  the  stables  and  the  tables  were  all  well  pro- 
prided.  Bandfuls  of  money  were  next  flung  amongst 
the  people,  after  which  they  proceeded  to  partake 
of  the  good  things  set  befbie  them.  Our  Cicerone 
pomvin^thall  was  borrowing  some  of  the  matter 
contained  in  the  maausoipt,  would  not  permit  me 
to  proceed  any  iarthaw  In  bis  eetimatioii  it  was  a 
my  stb  book,  not  to  be  submitted  to  the  ej«  of  the 
pvoCme. 

We  had  lettofs  frcxm  our  estimahle  friend  Mr« 
Sl  Gcarge»  and  from  Lord  Pahnerstea  to  the 
Britfah  minkter  here,  tbe  Hon.  Mr.  Fox  Strang* 
ways,  with  whom  I  had  the  pleasure  of  being 
pverkNislj  acquainted  when  baeerred  in  the  foreign 
oAce  as  one  of  the  two  undersecretaries  of  statSb 
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We  found  him  in  a  magnifioent  mansiaa,  tastefully 
fitted  up,  in  the  new  quarter  already  mentioiied : 
he  received  us  in  the  most  friendly  and  hospitable 
manner.    We  met  at  his  table  a  very  agreeable 
party,  amongst  whom  was  Mr.  Massy  Dawson, 
the  son  of  an  Irish  gentleman  of  the  sain^  name, 
well  known  for  the  pleasantry  and  conviviality  of 
his  dispositions.    To  a  similar  character  his  son 
adds  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  world,  a  love  of 
literature  and  the  fine  arts,  and  a  genuine  van  of 
Irish  wit,  which  justly  obtain  fat  him  a  welcome  io 
every  company.    Dinner  at  the  minister's  bebg, 
according  to  the  German  fashion,  over  early,  Mr. 
Dawson  kindly  took  us  to  see  the  new  oemetay  at 
a  short  distance  fix>m  Frankfort  j  it  is  laid  out  in 
very  good  style,  and  with  a  strict  regard  in  all  its 
depmlments  and  decorations  to  that  solemnity  of 
repose  which  best  becomes  the  regions  of  the  dead* 
I  saw  here,  for  the  first  time,  a  curious,  contrivance 
for  guarding  against  the  perils  of  premature  interi* 
ment    It  is  well  ascertained  that  cases  have  oo> 
curred  in  which  a  profound  lethargy,  presendfig 
all  the  appearances  of  death,  has  been  mistaken  for 
the  absolute  departure  of  the  soul  from  the  body^ 
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The  caaesy  well  authenticated,  of  this  nature  are 
certainly  not  numerous-— at  least,  few  have  been 
discovered,  in  consequence  of  the  rapidity  with 
which,  in  most  countries,  the  supposed  inanimatf? 
remains  ate  conveyed  to  that  bourne  whence  no 
voice  can  be  heard.  I  have  mysdf  seen,  in  Con- 
stantinople, the  bodies  of  Greeks,  who  were  believed 
to  have  died  of  the  plague,  carried  to  the  grave  in 
the  dothes  which  they  were  accustomed  to  wear, 
and  before  the  blush  of  life  had  wholly  faded  from 
the  countenance ;  they  were  taken  on  a  bier,  not 
even  enclosed  in  a  shell,  and  resigned  to  the  earth 
within  an  hour  after  the  malady  had  been  pit- 
sumed  to  have  terminated  Cfttally.  It  struck  me 
most  forcibly  that  in  some  of  these  cases  premature 
burial  must  have  taken  place. 

The  precautions  used  in  the  Frankfort  cemetery 
against  unhappy  accidents  of  this  kind,  are  simple 
and,  in  the  event  of  reanimation,  would,  I  imagine, 
be  found  aiFectuaL  The  .body  is  first  conveyed  to 
the  chapel,  itjieie  the  funeral .  service  is  ,read  by  a 
xlergyn^an  of  the  religion  of  the  individual  ac- 
counted as  dead ;  it  is  then  removed  to  a  sepulchral 
chamber,  where  a  lamp  is  kept  always  burning; 
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the  lid  of  the  coflSn  u  taken  off)  and  upon  the  top 
of  eadi  of  the  fingers  and  thumbs  of  the  sfarooddl 
figure  are  placed  small  bells,  ot  ntfaeT)  indeed, 
thimbles,  to  which  are  attached  wires  oammnm- 
cating  with  a  bell>  whidi  sounds  upon  the  sligfateit 
movement  of  either  of  the  hands.  In  an  adjoimng 
room  attendants,  who  relieve  each  other  at  regu* 
lated  hours  during  the  daj  and  night,  watdi  fir 
the  sound  of  this  bell.  An  ajqparatus  is  in  the 
attendants'*  chamber,  which  is  contrived  to  shew 
whether  in  the  night-time  any  of  them  may  have 
slumbered  even  for  a  momeit  I  do  not  know 
whether  I  rightly  understood  the  explanaticm  given 
to  us  of  this  machine ;  but  I  believe  die  attendadl 
was  obliged  to  wind  it  up  every  five  minutes,  and 
if  he  failed  to  do  so,  it  would  of  itself  register  his 
omission  on  a  dial  to  which  he  had  no  aooess. 
The  thimUes,  moreover,  easily  dipped  off,  so  thst, 
as  it  was  his  duty  frequently  to  visit  the  sepul- 
diral  chamber,  he  would  at  once  perceive  whether 
any  movement  of  the  hands  had  oeeuned,  wUeh 
might  have  fiuled  to  set  the  bdl  in  motuNi.  If  ao 
sign  of  returned  life  has  exhibited  itself  within  a 
certain  number  of  days,  then  the  sexlon  takes 
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diaige  of  the  body,  and  depoMls  it  in  die  grave 
already  prewired  for  it. 

We  anxiottfily  inqimed  wfaedier  any  iastanoeliad 
yet  occaned  in  widoh  tMs  ingenfouB  and  homane 
contrivaiioe  had  beea  llie  means  of  the  lOBloratifln 
to  flodety  of  any  penon  who  had  been  supposed  to 
have  disappeared  ftom  it  for  ewt.  The  answer 
was  in  the  negative.  The  attendaait^  however, 
added,  thi^  on  one  oocaaion  tiie  bell  had  been  fidndy 
heard,  birt  upon  ezaminalfen  it  was  fiiand  that  ike 
oocorrenee  nnist  have  bem  the  lesidt  of  some  acxd- 
dent,  sach  as  might  havebeoi  oansed  by  a  galvanic 
movement  m  the  hands  imdergoittg  the  process  of 
veoonqiosiaon* 

Writans  of  mclo-dramas  or  meh>4ramatic  tales 
have  in  this  madmiery  m  new  species  of  invendon 
for  impardng  interaft  to  their  productions*  After 
preparing  dl  droomstanees  lor  the  happy  marriage 
of  their  herein^  they  m^tby  a  podon  plunge  her 
into  a  ledwrgy,  sudi  as  diat  to  wUdli  Jnliet  was 
anbgected.  TheobseiieKe  of  thedead  having  been 
perfenned  in  their  sdhom  fbnns,  die  lover  bemg 
fitted  witha  daemeasomof  inooosohble  grief,  his 
mistress  having  been  kid  m  the  aepul<teal  chamber. 
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and  the  arrangemeDts  bduig  tnade^  as  above  de- 
scribed, for  the  detection  of  any  symptoms  oi  the 
rekindling  spark  of  life,  the  bell  might  yield  its 
joyous  sound,  the  lover  would  rush  to  the  chamber, 
and  there  find  her  whom  he  supposed  he  had  lost, 
again  in  the  full  possession  of  life  I  I  commend 
.  this  sketch  of  a  plot  to  thar  attention! 

Opposite  to  the  post-office  there  is  an  extensive 
shop  for  the  sale  of  Bohemian  glass-ware,  under  the 
form  of  every  sort  of  article  which  may  serve  for 
use  or  ornament  in  a  gentleman's  estaUishment. 
The  material  is  exceedingly  beautiful,  and  the 
numberless  graceful  shapes  into  which  it  is  wrought 
never  allowed  me  to  pass  them  by  with  indifRnuace. 
Grenerally  speaking,  however,  diese  manufeictures 
are  offered  at  prices  a  great  deal  too  high. 

The  good  citizens  of  Frankfort  enjoy  a  great 
luxury  in  the  spacious  public  gardens  which  sur- 
round the  town.  Besides  these,  there  is  another 
magnificent  and  densdiy  shaded  promenade,  called 
the  Grarden  of .  the  *<  Maiidust,*  at  a  shoict  distance. 
It  was  delightful  to  wander  about  .beneath  the 
spreading  branches  of  the  ancient  trees  with  whidi 
this  resort  of  health  and  pleasure  abounds,  to  meet 
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in  all  quarters  With  groups  of  families  and  their 
happy  children  gamboling  around  them,  to  catch 
here  and  there  views  of  the  Maine,  animated  by 
small  pleasure-boats,  with  their  picturesque  -  sails 
distended  by  the  summer  evening  breeze,  while  now 
and  then  came  upon  the  ear  snatches  of  charming 
airs,  performed  by  an  excellent  band.  The  genial 
temperature  ot  the  liour  was  the  more  delicious,  as 
hitherto  for  several  days  we  experienced  very  vari- 
aUe  weather;  cold,  rainy,  windy,  and  gloomy. 

While  looking  over  some  prints  in  M.  JugePs 
diop,  I  lighted  upon  two  admirably  executed  litho- 
graphs, designed  by  Schotts,  of  the  statue  of 
Ariadne  executed  in  marble  by  Dannecker.  One 
of  these  represents  the  beautiful  recluse  of  the 
labyrinth  seated  on  the  back  of  a  lioness,  the  hair, 
upon  her  majestic-looking  head  arranged  in  the 
Grecian  style,  and  bound  at  the  temples  by  a 
wreath  of  flowers,  from  which  depend  two  ribands 
flowing  over  her  right  shoulder.  Her  back  is  here 
displayed  in  all  its  perfection  of  shape ;  the  hand  of 
the  right  arm  stretched  out  grasps  the  instep  of  her 
right  foot,  which  is  drawn  up  so  as  to  exhibit  the 
whole  measure  of  the  sole.    The  left  arm  is  bent, 
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and  leans  an  the  head  of  the  animal,  the  hand 
pressing  onher  left  side.  The  profile  of  thefaoei 
looking  over  the  Idt  shoulder,  exhibits  an  expres- 
sion of  mild  pensiveness. 

The  second  print  gives  the  front  of  the  figuK^ 
than  which  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  onemon 
beautiful  or  more  fiiultless  amongst  the  productioDS 
either  of  the  ancient  or  modem  sculptors.  The 
artist  by  drawing  up  the  kft  foot  under  die  iigbt 
thigh,  has  perfectly  succeeded  in  reDderingany  kiad 
of  drapery  unnecessary  beneath  the  naveL  The  print 
itself  is  defective  in  making  the  left  leg  vppeat 
much  shorter  than  the  ri^t  Aiiadne^a  mantleis 
thrown  over  the  back  of  the  lioness^  and  is  diflposoi 
in  graceful  folds.  A  coUar  is  around  the  nedL  of 
the  animal,  whose  open  mouth  displays  its  tusk% 
and  serves,  with  the  angry  aqsect  of  its  head  and 
countenance,  to  present  a  powerful  contrast  widi 
the  intelligent,  gentle,  and  yet  radiant  lovdiness  c£ 
the  face  above  it.  The  huge  limbs  of  the  five* 
queen  increase  this  effect,  when  compared  with 
those  of  Ariadne. 

I  lost  no  time  in  rqiairing  to  the  garden  of 
M.  Maurice  de  Bethmann,  in  whose  garden  this 
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master-pieoe  of  Dannecker  is  exhibited.  Much  as 
the  prints  taught  me  to  look  for,  I  found  the 
original  greatly  to  exceed  my  expectations.  The 
two  figures  all  but  breathe ;  one  thinks  that  they 
are  instinct  with  life,  and  that  only  the  touch  of  an 
enchanter^s  wand  is  wanting  to  remove  the  spell 
which  detains  them  on  the  spot  where  they  are 
placed.  They  are  immediately  in  front  of  M. 
Bethmann^s  museum^  in  which  several  excellent  spe- 
cimens of  sculpture  may  be  founds  but  none  com- 
parable to  that  just  mentioned. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

Stndel's  Mmeum.  Chnrdi  Organ.  Departare  for  Heidelberg. 
Oenenl  View  of  FVankibft.  Freodi  Enugnuiti.  Darmitedt. 
The  Catholic  Church.  Ite  Deooratkvni.  Piiblie  libnrf .  U<r 
beralitj  aa  to  Books.  Attentions  to  learned  Men.  Economy 
of  Darmstadt.  The  Odenwald.  Views  from  the  MdibocaOh 
The  Harrest.  Gleaners.  Hie  Evening  Hour.  Heppenhcim. 
Choms  of  Bsasants.  Weinheim.  Orchards  of  Cherries.  At- 
liTsl  at  Heidelberg. 

Ws  afterwards  visited  the  museum  founded  by 
M.  Staede]«  a  rich  dtixen  of  Frankfort,  worthy  of 
all  honour,  on  account  of  the  munificent  spirit 
which  he  displayed  in  bequeathing  ample  funds  for 
the  erection  of  the  building,  and  in  directing  to  be 
placed  there  the  whole  of  his  collection  of  paint* 
ingSy  drawings,  and  engravings.  He  moreover  pro- 
vided for  the  establishment  of  an  academy  for 
young  artists.  The  museum  is  not  rich  in  first-rate 
pieces,  but  it  contains  some  interesting  productions 
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of  the  early  Grerautn  school,  several  rare  etchings 
and  engravings  by  Flemish  masters,  and  a  few  pic- 
tures by  Raphael,  Perugino,  Ostade,  Rubens,  Hob- 
lima,  and  Holbein  the  elder. 

One  of  .the  old  Catholic  churches  is  in  possession 
of  the  Lutherans.  I  went  in  to  look  at  it,  and  while 
I  was  lamenting  the  modem  innovations  of  galleries 
and  wooden  benches,  which  completdy  ppoil  the 
interior,  the  organist  entered  to  put  his  instrument 
in  tune  for  the  evening  service,  it  being  Sunday. 
The  organ  is  one  of  great  power  and  brilliancy  of 
tone.  I  ascended  to  the  loft  where  it  is  placed,  and 
at  my  request  he  was  so  good  as  to  run  his  fingers 
over  all  the  tiers  of  keys,  in  order  to  exhibit  its 
whole  force;  he  then,  assisted  by  one' of  his  pupils, 
treated  me  to  some  very  fine  fugues  of  Bach,  which 
they  performed  in  a  masterly  manner. 

Having  engaged  a  voiture  for  a  certain  sum 
(thirty  florins)  to  convey  us.  to  Heidelberg  by  our 
own  route,  we  reluctantly  bade  adieu  to  our  kind 
friends. at  Frankfort  and  all  the  attractions  which 
that  city  presents  to  a  travdler.  Our  carriag 
being  an .  open  one,  we  liad  the  opportunity  of  con- 
templating the  fine  picture  behind  as  well  as  that 
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before  us,  oompreheDding,  on  one  flide,  the  mBmie 
towers  and  domes  of  die  diurdies^  its  splendid 
lines  of  nevr  buildings^  and  the  beantiful  Maine 
gliding  by  its  public  gardens.  As  the  road  de- 
scends a  little,  this  picture,  bebg  somewhat  ele- 
vated, was  shewn  to  the  greatest  advantage;  in 
hcti  the  position  of  Frankfort  is  not  seen  in  its 
best  features  until  we  get  to  about  a  league  or  so 
beyond  the  town.  In  front  before  us  we  behdd  the 
Taurus  range  of  mountains,  gradually  dedining 
from  its  most  derated  summits  towards  the  left,  by 
graceful  undulations,  and  comprdiending  within 
its  sheltering  bosom  fidds  covered  with  abundant 
harvests,  numbers  of  country  seats,  villages,  and 
hamlets,  the  more  exposed  heights  being  crowned 
by  busy  windmills. 

Passing  throu^  a  forest  of  pines,  we  arrived  at 
Isenbeig,  one  of  the  sevend  colonies  of  Frendi 
Hugonots  who  took  sefuge  in  these  regions  after 
the  recal  of  ithe  Edict  of  Nantes.  The  descendants 
of  these  emigrants  still  retain  the  old  Frendi  cos- 
tume— ^the  cocked  hat,  the  higlkcollared  coat,  the 
large  waistcoat,  the  short  breeches,  and  shoes  widi 
buckles.    The  habitations  are,  for  the  most  part. 
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in  the  Swiss  style^  with  projecting  roofs  and  jxnnted 
gabks,  timbers  Tsriously  ooloared  being  inserted  in 
tiie  walls  of  ibe  gables  and  of  the  sides  of  the 
houses.  The  posterity  of  these  settlers  may  be 
earily  traced  through  the  yiUages  of  Sliprebgstein 
and  Langen.  Oar  journey  was  so  &r  cheered  by  a 
warm  sun  riuning  throu^^  an  unclouded  azure 
aky. 

We  soon  reached  Darmstadt,  where  we  stopped 
ft  few  hours  to  take  a  rapid  glance  at  the  *' lions'* 
ef  the  place.  The  first  impression  one  receives  on 
entering  this  town  is,  that  it  must  be  very  popu- 
lousy  althou^  it  looks  as  quiet  as  the  precincts  of 
a  convent.  It  oonosts  of  two  parts,  the  old  town 
and  the  new  one;  but  the  road  leads  at  once  into 
the  latter,  and  unless  one  be  informed  that  the 
ibrmer  is  still  in  existence,  one  would  never  think 
of  gomg  in  search  of  it.  The  new  houses  are  erected 
upon  a  uniform  plan ;  many  of  them  contain  no 
back  rooms,  the  object  of  the  architect  being  to 
cover  as  much  space  as  possible.  Its  population 
does  not  much  exceed  22^000,  although  one  would 
thmk,  from  its  apparent  extent,  that  they  would 
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be  double  that  number.  It  was,  in  all  other  re* 
spects,  very  much  what  I  expected  to  find  it ;  a 
stately,  tranquil,  dean,  and  airy  city,  as  the  ducal 
capitals  in  Grermany  generally  are;  the  abode  of 
literary  men  and  of  an  unostentatious  court 

The  first  object  which  strikes  the  eye  on  entering 
is  the  Catholic  church,  built  in  a  circular  form, 
ascended  by  several  steps,  which  lead  to  a  very 
handsome  portico  lately  finished.  Over  the  portico 
is  inscribed  the  single  word  2I0O,  beneath  which  are 
sculptured  figures  of  the  Virgin  and  child,  with  a 
winged  angel  on  each  side,  the  whole  surmounted 
by  a  gilt  cross.  The  efiect  of  the  interior  is  nuig« 
nificent :  the  dome,  which  is  lofty  and  spacious,  is 
sustained  by  twenty^ght  columns  with  Corinthian 
capitals ;  the  oigan  is  behind  the  high  altar,  whidi 
is  constructed  of  black  marble;  the  candelabra  are 
supported  by  angels,  who  hold  censers  in  their 
hands:  their  figures  ate  remarkably  graceful. 
There  is  a  handsome  tribune  for  the  Catholic  mem« 
hers  of  the  ducal  family,  and  some  drapery  is  added 
here  arfd  there,  tastefully  festooned,  in  order  to 
give  a  finish  to  the  picture.    There  is  a  silver  lamp 
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mispended  by  a  long  chain  of  the  aune  material  be- 
fore the  nnctuary.  It  ig  altogether  one  of  the  nuMt 
pleasing  of  the  modern  Catholic  churches  which  I- 
have  seen  upon  the  Continent.  When  no  congre* 
gatbn  18  present,  the  echo  is  so  great  that  even  the 
sound  of  our  lightest  step  was  returned  to  the  ear; 
but  this  inconvenience,  necessarily  arising  from  the 
form  of  the  building,  is,  as  we  were  informed, 
scarcdy  peroeptiUe  when  the  church  is  filled*  The 
windows  are  of  painted  glass.  The  founder  is,  I 
believe.  Prince  Frederick  (brother  of  the  Grand 
Duke),  who  became  a  convert  to  the  Catholic  rdi- 
gioQ  about  twenty  years  ago.  The  Grand  Duke 
and  the  hereditary  prince  are  Lutherans,  so  also  are 
a  great  majority  of  the  inhabitants ;  the  number  of 
Catholics  being  about  8,800.  The  young  prince 
has  been,  not  Icmg  since,  married  to  a  daughter  of 
the  King  of  Bavaria. 

I  easily  found  admission  to  the  public  library, 
which  contains  about  two  hundred  thousand 
volumes.  I  was  very  civilly  shewn  over  it  by  the 
under  librarian.  Dr.  Waether,  who  also  was  so 
good  as  to  obtain  for  me  access  to  the  picture^ air 
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lerj,  wbere  I  found  some  exedlent  pain&igsbjr  die 
inoflt  oelebnited  masters,  mixed,  however,  with  four 
or  five  hmidred  works  of  inierior  merit.  Tlie  g«l« 
lerj  and  the  lilurary  are  oonnected  with  the  old 
palace,  in  which  the  hereditary  prince  icrides.  Any 
person  of  respectability  is  permitted,  by  a  card 
from  the  principal  librarian  (Dr.  Feder),  to  take 
books  to  his  residence;  a  privilege  which  has 
i^tracted  to  Darmstadt  a  consideraUe  munbcr  of 
learned  men  from  diflerent  parts  of  Geruuuiy. 
Those  who  hare  earned  distinction  are  modi 
noticed  by  the  Grand  Dnke,  who  is  always  happy 
to  see  them  at  his  court,  and  frequently  invilea 
them  to  his  hospitahle  board. 

From  thesmmnit  of  the  tower  of  the  old  pahee, 
an  extensire  prospect  may  be  had,  indudii^  the 
Rhine,  Spires,  Manheim,  Mayence,  and  many  vS^ 
lages.  I  was  informed  that  Darmstadt  is  a  most 
economical  |dace  to  live  in.  Very  handsome  suites 
of  apartments  may  be  had  in  the  new  town  for 
£90  a  year*  All  other  things  are  in  proportiGn. 
The  new  palace  in  whidi  the  Grand  Duke  resides 
occupies  one  of  the  sides  of  the  principal  squate: 
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it  is  a  netl  buildiiig,  witboot  any  preCemioii  to 
q>leiidour.  While  I  was  observing  it,  he  came 
oat  in  his  carriage  from  the  gate,  accompanied  hj 
hk  family,  for  their  after.<[inner  drive.  He  had 
much  the  appearance  of  an  English  country  gentle- 


Bemounting  our  voitur^  we  proceeded  on  our 
journey  by  a  capital  road,  and  speedily  arrived 
within  view  of  the  Melibocus  mountain.  Here 
begins  the  district  called  the  Odenwald,  or  Forest 
of  Odin.  The  road  has  leoeiyed  the  name  of  the 
Bergstraase,  or  Mountain  Road,  fiom  its  old  Bo- 
man  appellation.  Strata  Montana.  It  is  perfectly 
level,  and  runs  at  the  foot  of  a  range  of  hills,  which 
bound  the  vall^  of  the  Rhine  on  that  ade  The 
Mdibocus,  or  Malchen,  is  the  highest  hill  on  the 
Odenwald  chain.  It  is  surmounted  by  a  white 
tower,  constmcted  towards  the  dose  of  the  last  cen- 
tury, fiir  the  purpose  of  enabling  those  who  might 
choose  to  ascend  it  to  bdidd  very  extensive  and 
picturesque  views  of  the  country  all  round,  com- 
prehending, it  is  said^  under  «  fiivoorable  state  of 
the  atmosphere,  one  one*  side  Spues,  Manhenn, 
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Wonns,  Mayenoe,  the  course  of  the  Rhine  as  fSur 
as  Bingen,  of  the  Neckar,  audits  junction  with  the 
Rhine,  and  even  sometimes,  the  tower  of  the 
Strasburg  Cathedral,  a  distance  of  nearly  one 
hundred  English  miles.  The  prospect  on  the 
north  advances  as  far  as  the  mountains  of  Hesse 
(sixty  miles),  on  the  east  over  the  hills  of  the  Oden- 
wald  to  Wurtzburg,  and  on  the  west  to  the  Vosges 
mountains  in  France. 

Our  road  conducted  us  through,  or  near,  a  great 
variety  of  handsome  villages^  many  of  them  perched 
on  the  mountain  declivities.  It  was. the  harvest 
time  in  all  this  country.  We  met  numerous  teams 
of  oxen  drawing  waggons,  heaped  with  sheaves  of 
com,  and  driven  by  boys  who  were  scarcely  visiUe, 
as  they  sat  almost  buried  amongst  the  top  sheaves  to 
protect  themselves  from  the  sun,  which  shone  out 
once  more  in  all  its  splendour.  Boys  and  women 
also  traversed  the  road  with  large  burdens  of  gieen 
food  for  cattle  on  their  heads ;  and  their  heads  and 
a  great  part  of  their  figures  not  being  perceptible 
beneath  the  bending  verdure,  it  seemed  as  if  the 
herbage  had  a  ^ancy  to  bstake  itself  upon  a  journey 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THE  EVENING  HOUR.  157 

of  pleasure,  renundiDg  one  of  the  march  of  ^  Bir- 
nam  wood  to  Dunsinaiie.**  On  our  right,  far 
beyond  the  Rhine,  lengthened  ridges  of  mountains 
presented  themsdves  but  fiuntly,  and  &dmg  as  to 
their  utmost  distances  into  lines  of  azure  streaky 
upon  the  horizon. 

While  pursuing  our  way,  we  were  overtaken  by 
some  members  of  the  ducal  family,  proceeding  on 
a  visit  to  the  archduchess,  who  resided  in  a  chateau 
on  the  side  of  a  lofty  hill.  The  evefling  was  breezy 
and  beautiful.  On  our  left  we  passed  several 
orchards,  vineyards,  and  large  fields  of  poppies. 
The  sickle  (whidi  we  observed  was  usually  much 
smaller  than  those  used  in  England)  was  busy 
in  many  quarters;  in  others,  the  stacks  had  already 
disappeared,  and  groups  of  gleaners  were  engaged 
in  gathering  their  small  store,  strewed  amongst  the 
stubbles.  We  rested  a  few  minutes  at  the  small  vil- 
lage of  Ombadi,  in  order  to  enaUe  our  horses  to 
obtain  a  slight  repast  upon  black  bread,  which 
they  appeared  to  relish  much.  The  land  about  all 
this  country,  we  were  informed,  is  very  dear,  as 
it  is  much  sought  after  oa  account  of  its  wonder- 
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fill  fertility,  and  being  alio  fitted  fiv  almoat  evefy 
tpedes  of  tHlage.  Thehills  were  cultivated  to  the 
aummita,  and  on  their  aummita,  with  Tines.  In  all 
the  fields,  and  upon  the  hills,  the  majority  of  the 
labourera  were  women.  We  still  traced  here  by 
their  cocked  hats  the  French  settlers.  The  driveo 
of  the  teams  of  oren,  yoked  by  their  heads  only  to 
the  waggons,  were  universally  boys. 

Aa  we  approached  Heppenhdm,  we  had  still 
light  enough  to  observe  its  picturesque  situaliony 
at  the  foot  of  a  rounded  hill,  crowned  by  tibe 
mined  towers  of  Starkenburg  Castle,  erected 
80  long  ago  as  the  year  1064^  by  the  abbots  of 
Losch,  as  a  defence  against  the  inroads  of  the 
German  emperors.  There  still  remains  a  square 
tower  in  tolerable  preservatioo,  npon  which  fill 
the  beams  of  a  brilliant  mooiL  The  evening  waa 
heavenly;  not  a  leaf  was  atirring,  nor  a  sound 
heard,  aave  occasioroJly  the  lash  of  a  postilion's 
whip,  on  his  route  with  travellers ;  of  the  creak- 
in  of  the  wheds  of  the  wdUieaped  waggons^ 
and  now  and  then  the  barka  of  village  dogs  and 
the  tinkling  of  convent  bdk.    We  met  frequently 
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groups  of  mat  and  women  returning  from  the 
labours  of  the  day^  with  their  sickles  in  their 
hands.  The  vfemales  had  usually  white  handker- 
chiefii  tied  rbund  their  heads;  all  appeared  veiry 
happy  and  gay,  and  as  we  passed  by  them  they 
saluted  us  in  the  most  reqpectful  manner  and  with 
all  the  grace  of  the  French  peasantry. 

We  put  up  at  the  <<  Half-Moon,^  fay  our 
friend  Jugel'*s  reoommendation ;  but  the  dinner, 
£or  which,  by  his  advice^  we  had  itaenred  our  ap- 
petites, by  no  means  fulfilled  his  prediction.  The 
reason  no  doubt  was,  that  we  did  not  arrive  in  time 
to  order  a  good  proyision.  Our  disposition  to  dine 
was  too  long  '^  restrained '^  to  permit  us  to  wait  fir 
a  full  display  of  the  cook^s  skill ;  so  we  were  rery 
ready  to  take  whatever  we  could  get.  The  mild- 
ness of  the  night  and  the  silvery  splendour  of  the 
moon  tempted  us  to  walk  out^  after  our  lepast,  to 
some  distance^  until  our  st^  ware  arrested  by 
voices  which  we  heard  from  a  field  where  four  or 
five  peasants  were  engaged  ainging  in  coneert  some 
of  thdr  native  airs.  Their  performance  was  excd- 
Int ;  they  were  stretched  at  their  ease  upon  a  gteen 
bank,  under  a  shady  tree;  we  remained  near  them. 
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enjoying  this  unexpected  treat,  whidi  we  prevailed 
upon  them  to  prolong  by  the  temptation  of  a  bottle 
or  two  of  wine  of  their  own  adcctioD^  whidi  we 
directed  them  to  obtain  at  our  hoteL  Befcm  we 
returned,  the  aspect  of  the  night  became  altered  ; 
a  base  rose  upon  the  horizon,  imparting  a  watery 
lustre  to  the  moon,  and  the  stars  n^dly  disap- 
peared. 

When  we  rose  the  following  morning,  we  found 
that  copious  showers  of  rain  had  fdlen  during  the 
night.  It  was  still  drizzling  when  we  resumed  our 
journey,  passing  by  Laudenbach  (where  some  of 
the  best  wine  in  this  part  of  the  country  is  grown) 
to  Hemsbacfa,  a  most  remaricable  little  village^ 
snugly  seated  beneath  a  vine-clad  hill.  As  we  pro- 
ceeded,  neatly-cultivated  gardens  bordered  our  road 
on  dther  side,  and  far  away  on  our  right  we  still 
had  fine  views  of  the  Vosges  mountains.  The 
day  changed  greatly  for  the  better ;  the  sky  cleared 
up,  and  the  sun  came  out,  as  we  approached  Wein* 
heim,  one  of  the  most  beautiful,  as  well  as  of  die 
most  ancient,  towns  on  the  Begstrasse.  It  is  en- 
circled  by  a  ditch  and  defended  by  sevoal  towers. 
Cherries  are  produced  in  great  abundance,  and  of 
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very  fine  quality,  in  this  neighbourhood.  Many 
baskets  of  this  firuit  are  annually  exported  to  the 
London  markets.  The  prospects  on  every  side 
were  all  along  peculiarly  agreeaUe  during  our 
drive  for  the  greater  part  of  the  day,  being  prin- 
cipally through  villages  embosomed  in  hills,  the 
monotonous  vineyards  being  frequently  hidden  be* 
hind  rows  of  fine  old  walnut  trees  and  apple  trees, 
bending  beneath  the  weight  of  thrir  produce. 
These  delicious  scenes  continued  until  we  caught 
the  first  view  of  the  Neckar  and  its  charming 
banks.  Within  a  few  minutes  after,  we  reached 
Iteidelberg,  and  alighted  at  the  Hollandische  Uof 
(Holland  Hotel),  which  is  handsomdy  situated 
opposite  the  river. 


VOL.  II. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


Hw  Tmm^i  griiMBMrg.  Onkihvf'BBfMlaia.  Hlfjwwwt^t 
tlie'<  Great  Moniter."  JohnCMimiiv  His  hofpitvbk  Speech. 
His  idea  of  a  Tan.  Hia  Gobkt.  VmaudooM  of  Tn  No.  I. 
INaflMioiiaor!l\BNo.S.  IMikmlMBOWcnt  Bcportf 
tlnaTim.  He  eriating  Tim.  The  <' Head  of  all  Tuna."  Da- 
icriptionofit  Gallerj  of  Antiquitici.  Eliabeth's  Gate.  Its 
Origin.  PiQMifation  of  Ifae  Hiiini.  Tidaritodea  of  the  Ovfle. 
MklbrtaM  of  Um  IVnm. 

As  we  arrived  early  in  the  day,  we  posted  off  at 
once  to  explore  the  curiosities  of  this  most  andcnt 
and  interesting  town.  I  procured  in  a  shop,  as  we 
proceeded  towards  the  castle,  a  little  brochure,  in 
English^  of  some  thirty  pages,  entitled,  <^The 
present  existing  great  Tun  of  Heidelberg^  (which 
was  one  of  the  finest  objects  of  our  attention), 
^*  built  in  the  year  1751,  by  the  Count  Palatinate 
Elector,  Charles  Theodore.^  A  few  extracts  fincnn 
this  production  (published  in  1889)  can  hardly  fail 
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to  amuse  tlie  rnder,  both  iGor  iti  «tyfe  and 
matter.  Besides  the  aooount  of  the  great  ton,  and 
also  of  the  two  lesser  tuns  by  which  the  great  tun 
was  preceded,  it  oontahiB  also  a  notice  of  the  hall 
of  antiquities  of  the  Haddbefg  Castle.  It  is  the 
work  of  M.  Charles  de  Graimberg,  an  artist  of 
aome  merit,  who  appears  to  jfeel  a  peculiar  delight 
in  illustrating  the  history  of  this  veneraUe  ruin— 
a  history  more  replete  with  Ti<dent  vicissitudes 
than  that,  perhaps,  of  any  odier  castle  in  Europe. 
Thus  writes  M.  de  Graimbei^  :— 

<*Yott  ancient  Heidelberg!  we,  indeed,  de- 
aervedly  ceLebrated  on  aooount  of  your  beautiful 
^ivirons !  Deserredly  on  account  of  the  univer- 
aity  which,  the  most  ancient  of  Germany,  began 
four  centuries  ago  to  diffuse  a  better  spirit  fw 
the  sciences  over  our  vmiverml  native  country 
And  last  of  all,  very  deservedly  on  acooimt  of 
those  venerable  ruins  on  the  Jettenbiihl,  once  the 
residence  of  powerful  prinoea,  who  sum  hence  for 
upwards  of  five  hundred  years  extented  their  mild 
scepter  over  the  fertile  countries  on  the  banks  of 
the  Rhine,  and  laid  the  foundatian  of  diis  castle^ 

MS 
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the  seat  of  their  paternal  care,  that  looks  now  warn- 
ingly  down  upon  the  Grerman  traveUer,  as  a  severe 
monument  of  the  demolition  caused  by  the  spirit  of 
war.  But  all  this  could  not  accomplish  for  you, 
good  town !  that  great  fame  which  that  cheerful 
monument  of  the  richeas  in  wine  of  the  ancient 
Electoral  Palatinate,  namely,  the  Great  Tun, 
has  obtained  for  you!  You  sparkle  with  that 
treasure,  and  from  all  parts  of  the  world  innu- 
merable travellers  arrive,  to  see  this  mixister,  which 
can  contain  in  its  bulk  two  hundred  thirty-six 
thousand  bottles  of  wine ! 

**  Ye  strangers !  who  wish  to  view  this  remark- 
able monument  of  past  cheerfulness,  ascend  the 
Jettenbiihl,  where  the  ruins  of  that  castle  of 
princes  elevate  themselves  in  proud  majesty.  Ou 
the  terrace  of  the  castleyou  seej  in  the  shadow  of 
high  palaces,  a  smaller  still  thatched  building. 
Two  open  lion-mouths  point  it  out,  in  the  walis 
are  square  windows,  where  formerly  were  Gothic 
vaults  piously  ornamented.  From  the  foot  of 
the  terrace. a  small  door  leads  into  the  interior. 
Here,  among  a  few  remnants  of  the  ancient 
court  chapel,    once  famous    for  its  ridiess,  re- 
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poses  the  monstor.  To  him  his  careful  pre- 
server, the  kind  cooper  of  the  court,  shall  conduct 
jou. 

*^  In  order  that  you,  stranger,  may  now  c(»i- 
template  this  rare  monument  with  a  greater  de- 
gree of  pleasure,  and  that  you  may,  perhaps, 
by  looking  at  it,  give  way  to  some  instructive 
thoughts,  I  will  tell  you  the  history  of  the  origin 
of  this  tun,  and  its  fate,  as  much  as  it  is  known 
to  me. 

<<  Among  the  princes  who  once  shone  forth  from 
here  with  the  fame  of  a  hero  and  a  ruler,  was  also 
one— «  rare  example  of  greatness,  a  pattern  for 
rulers  and  generals.  John  Casimir  was  his  name. 
Count  Palatine  of  the  Rhine  and  Duke  of  Bavaria, 
son  of  the  Count  Palatine  and  Elector  Frederick 
III.  the  Pious,  descended  from  the  Palatinate 
Simmem  line  of  the  princes  of  Schyres ;  a  prince 
admired  by  all  as  a  vigorous  speaker  and  com- 
batant for  the  affairs  of  his  friends,  never  for  his 
own ;  as  a  general  of  his  church  victorious ;  by  his 
arms  and  by  his  name  he  commanded  the  laws  of 
peace  before  the  gates  of  powerful  enemies.** 
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After  a  furtlwr  magnilpqueiit  pui^jrip  upon 
the  hero  of  the  tuiH  our  author  proceeds  :^- 

<^  In  this  manner  he  had,  for  six  years,  managed 
the  electorate  of  the  Palatinate,  and  had  obtained 
the  fourty-sevaith  year  (1589)  of  his  glorioua  li£e^ 
when  one  day,  a  circle  of  his  friends  bebg  assenw 
Ued  around  him,  he  looked  down  firom  the  hd^ 
of  this  castle  upon  the  extentiYe  and,  under  his 
scepter,  happy  valley  of  the  Rhine.  He  long  and 
silently  contemplated  the  gay  md  verdant  plain^ 
surrounded  by  beautiful  mountains,  and  in  his 
nund  passed  the  past  days  in  serene  sfaiqpe&»  He 
then  spoke:  'My  friends!  Magnificent  are  the 
fields  Uesaed  by  Giod  with  the  richest  and  most 
delidous  gifts.  But^  above  aU,  they  «re  covered 
with  low  tendrils^  the  modest  symbols  of  a  quiet 
gveatnessy  which  distribute  thdr  dpliciom  juic^ 
the  refiresher  (tf  life.  Ctffc  have  I»  at  the  foot  of 
yonder  motintains,  presented  you  (the  hospitable 
goblet  ^)  with  canaolifig  words^    You  Mi  your- 

«u  a  wUte  and  Idne  donded  cop,  and  is  ifcill  pwwirTctd  in  the 
town-hovae  of  Nenatadt,  with  a  mug,  its  ina^anUe  compagnon. 
Tbe  glaaa  k  H  toc/t  bigli,  and  Is  near  riz  IndieB  in  diameter  at  te 
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adTe9  stKBgthcned  vnth  jmr  vigDur  and  ani- 
Baled  vidk  eonr^c  to  fulfill  yoar  dudes.  Yoa 
foKlpA  put  m^iirkft  while  yoa  ei^ayed  the  benefits 
of  the  present.  Now  that  que  most  innpartant 
duties  aiefiilfilledy  diat  tlie  welfiue  of  our  eonntiy 
is  esldblished^  and  our  ekjctond  ward  is  pnqioied 
for  a  wise  govefMUfnty  let  us  not  foi|^t  our  plea- 
auresy  and  eieet  a  worthy  monumait  to  the  ff^nx 
of  all  the  enjoyments  of  lile.^'^ 

A  minnte  descxiption  of  the  o^eendon  of  the 
work,  by  ^the  skilfiil  and  eyperienofd  cooper 
Michael  Warner,  from  the  freetown  of  Landau^'"  is 
then  given;  it  occupied  him  two  years.  It  coo- 
top ;  at  an  crrentB,  a  rafficient  nse  to  gain  eiteem  with  the  drmk- 
sn^  pariindhiljF  wnoiy  it  tbe  feaatiy  iti  tont  amo'  andl  waa  dnudc 
OBtatoDftdbraai^  The  mag  ia  gBf»  b«t  more  inr lining  to  yat* 
low,  from  the  aame  material  as  our  stone  beer-mngs,  and  was  one 
ftot  Idg^.  ^le  front  jMut  \t  ornamented  with  a  Ater  ddddr  of 
Sinia^  wtM^iftftrtOBod;  Iqr  MHW  «f  two  aiisv  ciialiiii^  ra 
ring,  which  incinka  the  neck  of  the  mng,  Upon  the  shield  ta 
aeen  the  anna  of  the  counts  palatine,  widi  this  writing :— *  The 
mUeCootMstinrCiAdr  haa  adeeted  ma  tvwvhMmeasiltii 
he  waU  chnmk  oat  wMb  faasTpwiney.  when  the  new  tow»i>ha«ae  Is 
consecrated.    1575.'"* 

*  "  Aoeooot  of  John  Adam  Legv,  fbrmolir 
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tained  (this  be  it  observed  was  the  fir^  tun)  18S 
tuns  8  awmes  and  S  quarters ;  it  was  mffeet  long, 
and  was  formed  of  112  staves*  and  enclosed  with  24 
iron  hoops.  The  w<»1cnian  for  his  wages  received 
1500  florins,  and  the  locksmith  for  iron  and  hoops, 
1400  florins.  This  tun  was,  however,  unfortunatdj 
destroyed  during  the  thirty  years'  war,  and  re- 
mained in  a  state  of  ruin,  until  it  was  repaired  by 
the  Count  Palatine,  Charies  Lewis. 

<<  Some  fourty  years  the  great  tun  remained  in 
ruins,  not  esteemed  and  almost  foigoCten  by  eveiy 
body,  until  the  Count  Palatinate  Charles  Lewis, 
elector,  accomplished  his  most  important  duties  and 
again  healed  the  wounds  of  his  unhappy  country, 
which  the  destructive  thirty  years  war  had  caused. 
Then  he  thought  to  renew  the  work  of  his  grand 
ancestor,  as  a  monument  of  returned  merrimoit 
Upon  his  command  it  was  rebuilt  in  the  year  1664^ 
by  the  electoral  court  butler,  John  Meyer,  and  en- 
larged to  a  height  of  twenty-<me  feet  and  a  length 
of  thirty  feet,  made  to  contain  204  tons,  8  awmes 
and  4  quarters.  It  was,  like  the  first,  surrounded 
with  24  iron  hoops,  but  richer  and  adorned  around 
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with  mimy  colour  painted  images.  The  chief 
figures  were,  on  the  top  of  the  front  aide,  a  great 
Bacchus  holding  a  gohlet  in  his  right  hand,  and 
between  his  legs  a  tame  lion  without  a  tongue ; 
upon  the  ledge  of  the  front  side  four  Satyres  play- 
ing on  wind  instruments.  At  the  top  of  the  tun 
was  established  a  smooth  floor  called  a  balcony, 
very  convenient  for  several  couples  to  dance.  A 
winding  staircase  of  fifty  steps  lead  to  it,  at  each 
extremity  of  the  tun  sixty-four  rhymes  were  en- 
graved in  eight  stanzas,  which  contained  its  history 
and  the  praise  of  the  wine.  The  name  of  the  poet 
was  Joaeph  Tannenberg ;  the  sculptor  Beinhard  de 
Werth,  and  the  painter  Rotger  Frans.  Indeed, 
even  the  workmen  are  not  forgotten ;  they  were  the 
court-joiner,  Christoph  Wacher;  tlie  court  carpen- 
ter,  Hans  Eleb^  the  town  locksmith,  Eberhard 
liebler."* 

Innumerable  medals  of  various  sizes  and  forms 
with  suitable  inscriptions,  were  stuck  in  honour  of 
the  second  as  well  as  of  the  first  great  tun.  M.  de 
Graimberg  enters  with  all  the  enthusiasm  of  an 
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actiat,  devoted  lo  everj  dbgect  eniwifrteA  vitk  tbe 
CMde,intaEdcflcriplioDof  naiifof  tlwaaprodEKr 
tioos.  Toufl^  in  Ibesedftpof  teaqmaac^itdoes 
fleem  extBaoedawEy  thid  &  vme  val,  of  wbalev er 
dimpnwoBft  k  migtit  have  bee%  should  have  excited 
ao  moch  attention  tbroi^jfaout  all  Grcnnany,  as  to 
cause  Us  moat  iogenioas  eagnKvecs  to  oeci^y  tbor 
skill  upoasaehmenoriala.  Well  inigbt  one  saj^ 
^T^iapovaiautantujretiKiaBfiataflBiirittiUia^''  We 
now  amve  aH  the  eteadoa  of  the  great  aMOSter. 

*'Foart7year»thk|7cattnn.(tuall)  smaiDed 
empty,  wa&qpoOedand  becaunefuUof  hoka,  tillat 
last  Coimt  Palatine  Chaidea  Philip  Elector^itstofed 
palaces  of  the  eaatle^  and  took  again  poaacaMrw  of 
hta  throne:  m  the  midat  of  the  palatines.  Thmthe 
modern  monstrons  tun  in  the  anbtezranean  dandier 
wm  theogfat  cL  The Ekctar  conmiandedk  taht 
restored  and,  if  possible,  to  be  still  handaomer  aod 
more  richly  adorned  with  new  ornaments  than 
eiAer  of  its  piedeceaaorSk.  The  work  began  ttsds* 
the  inqseetian  of  the  enact  bntibr  of  that  tnnr, 
John  Aatoa  Englor^  in  the  year  17S8,  and  Ae 
ton  was  filled  on  the  1st  of  Maj,  the  nameday 
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ot  the  ElcdOTy  with  wine  of  the.  eoontry.  It 
adorned  with  inai^  new  statues,  heads,  and  orn»- 
ments^  and  anew  faakonj  was  erected  uipoa  it,  and 
another  seoond  sta^^t  staircase,  as  there  is  now, 
was  built.  Two  upright  standing  hoos  appear  to 
hold  the  froot  adecf  the  tun  with  their  dbws,  each 
daw  reposing  on  a  beaotifnllittk  ton.  Ereiy  time 
eight  new  stanzas  and  many  other  new  rimes  were 
placed  here  and  diere  upon  the  front  side  as  well  as 
on  the  bade  part.  On  the  right  side  of  die  tun 
plaeed  the  statue  of  Perfceo,  which  is  to  be 
even  now  opposite  the  tun ;  and  it  rejxcsents 
perfectly  wdl  thia  old  friend  of  wine  and  wit,  in 
features,  shape,  and  drcssi  Clemens  Ferkeo,  gene- 
rall J  called  Clementel,  and  femoos  under  the  name 
of  CaraUere  Ckneate,  as  the  excdlent  court  jester 
d  the  Cooit  Pakdne  Elector  Charles  Philqp,  was 
bom  in  Tyrol  and  of  dtizen  rank^  a  dwaif  in 
diape,  and  his  £rst  ptrfiessioQ  was  a  buttcnHooaker. 
Charies  Philip^  who^  as  an  imperial  goremor  and 
uper  direetor  of  war  of  Austria,  kept  his  court  in 
Lispruck,  in  Tjrd,  before  he  asoended  the  throne 
of  the  Palatinate^  first  brov^htfiom  there  this  witty 
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joker  to  Nuburg,  on  the  Danube,  and  then  to 
Heidelberg,  where  he  in  the  year  1718,  on  the  4th 
day  of  March,  had  his  entrance.  Perkeo  became 
at  the  first  sight,  the  friend  of  this  giant^like  tun, 
which  seemed  to  be  melancholy  for  being  impri- 
soned, and  he  remained  his  truest  adherent  and  his 
most  ardent  defender,  when  the  Elector  afterwards, 
in  the  year  17S0,  left  Heidelb^g  and  removed  his 
court  to  Mannheim.  It  was  Perkeo  who  managed 
its  delivrance  and  restoration,  and  obtained  it  at 
last  in  the  year  1727.  Therefore  Charles  Philip 
nominated  him  knight  and  chamberlain  of  the  king 
of  the  tuns.  But  the  rescued  king  too  was  not  un- 
grateful towards  his  servant  and  old  friend;  he 
allowed  him  to  enjoy  the  gifts  of  his  empire  when 
and  as  often  as  he  wished.  But  the  moderate  knight 
was  pleased  only  to  quench  his  thirst;  and  this 
cost,  as  he  said  to  himself,  to  his  grateftil  master, 
not  more  than  eighteen  to  twenty  bottles  daily.  In 
M.  de  Graimberg^s  gallery  of  antiquities  of  the 
castle  of  Heidelberg,  is  to  be  seen  a  handsome  like- 
ness of  the  knight  Clemente,  taken  in  oil  in  the 
year  1740,  by  the  electoral  palatine  court  paiDter« 
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A.  Sadeler.  He  is  represented  in  his  dress  and 
wears  besides  other  merry  badges  of  the  order  the 
key  of  the  hall  of  the  tun,  fastened  with  a  long  red 
ribbon,  which  is  hanging  down  from  the  left 
shoulder  almost  to  his  feet.  The  artist  has  repre- 
sented him  in  the  moment  when  he  throws  down  in 
anger  and  in  pride  the  marks  of  his  former  profes- 
sion and  destroys  them,  which  somebody  had  put 
in  his  way  to  tease  him.  This  pretty  picture  will 
be  soon  given  out  by  M.  de  Graimberg,  in  fine  en- 
graved sketches,  to  the  friends  of  art  and  of  the 
antiquities  of  the  castle  of  Heidelberg.*" 

This  repaired  tun  has  also  been  made  the  subject 
of  many  medals  and  paintings,  of  which  critical 
accounts  are  given  by  our  author.  Time,  however, 
did  not  spare  the  renovated  vessel.  It  was  fast 
falling  to  decay,  its  old  ornaments  went  out  of 
fashion,  and  *^the  fame  of  the  tun  was  in  danger."^ 

**  It  was  then  that  the  generous  Count  Palatine, 
the  Elector  Charles  Theodor,  took  notice  of  the 
sinking  monument  of  John  Casimir^  and  caused 
an  entirely  new  one  to  be  built,  in  the  year  1751, 
of  the  hardest  wood,  by  his  court  butler,  John 
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James  Engkr,  junr.  No  cxpoises  weee  spared  to 
raise  this  work  above  wcvks  of  the  sane  deeaiptkm 
in  dignit  J  and  streogth ;  aad  it  is  said  that  die 
expenaes  w«re  80,000  florins,  but  to  hide  fi»m  die 
Elector  thne  gieat  expenses,  only  BOfiOO  florias 
are  spoken  of  in  the  official  p^nrs.  Thna  we  see 
it  to-daj  tlie  head  of  all  tuns  of  the  irodd,  die 
most  gbirioas  altar  of  Bacchus.  It  exoda  aQ  its 
piedeoeaaotB  in  aize,  SS6  tons  or  Ji86,000  great 
bottles  aiie  lequired  to  fill  up  the  ▼acanejr  of  it* 
monstrous  bulk,  whidb  manj  a  peaoefid  autuaui 
was  filled  with  the  oountrj  wine  of  the  Palatinate^ 
amid  the  rejoicings  of  tlie  dieerM  people.  The 
whole  length  of  the  tun  is  thirty  feet  aad  five 
inches  of  Hdddbag  measure.  On  tbe  fiontrdde 
as  well  as  on  the  hind  part,  it  has,  the  tliicknaB 
of  the  hoops  not  beii^  ccHisidered,  twenty-cne  fiset 
six  inches  in  diaoKter,  and  tbe  middle  ^^i^^'*^  of 
the  bulk  is  more  than  twenty-dnee  feet  in  measure; 
Its  staves  are  dgfat  indies  and  a  half  thick ;  its  pt- 
cnlar  bung-hole  is  three  inches  and  a  half  barge. 
The  tun  is  endosed  in  dghteen  wooden  hoops,  of 
whidi  eadi  is  eight  mches  diidc  and  ten  inches 
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broad,  made  of  bent  jagged  uon  boopt  and  flcrewB 
umted  Letweea  pieces  of  beams.  Eacb  of  tbe  ex- 
terior boope  is  e^;btoen  inches  vide  Of  «a  many 
koB  boops  tbere  uk  only  some  reauaaiag,  «adi  cf 
ir^aA  is  fourincbeB^de,  aad  provided  with  stvong 
spaascvews.  Upoa  tbe  fnnit-sde,  as  wS  as  on 
Ae  back  part,  tbe  bottom  oarves  in,  on  aoooant  of 
l9ie  pressure  of  the  liquid,  and  is  hAd  together  by 
Rnir  very  slnmg  cross-beams,  the  ends  of  irfaidi 
are  fiustened  by  iron  hoops  and  screws  to  Ae  bot- 
tom and  tofiitaves.  The  tmi  is  placed  upon  eight 
degant  carved  strong  beams,  raised  some  feet  from 
Ae  grownd.  Before  as  wdi  as  bdnnd  the  height 
of  the  whole  work  amoants,  redcomng  from  the 
floor  of  the  edhn-,  to  ihirty-«x  feet,  4|  an 
inch;  and  above  on  the  front-side  is  attached  a 
grest  scotdieon  ornamented  with  the  dectoral 
hat,  upon  a  light  fahie  field  the  golden  initiak  of 
the  Count  Palatine  Elector  Cliailes  Tbeodor.  In 
the  cellar  are  Btill  preserved  the  compass  and  the 
plane,  whidi  were  used  in  buSdKng  ihe  ton*  The 
compass  is  4aght  feet  six  inches  long,  and  upoait 
is  engiavod  iSbe  feHuwing  rlimies :  *  The  ocrapass  of 
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sense  shall  measure  through  me  the  interior,  there- 
fore no  one  touch  me  who  does  not  understand  my 
substance;  Mr.  Engler's  art  and  hand  produoed 
skilfully  through  me^a  new  wonderful  tun  to  great 
Theodor,  1750.^  The  great  plane  has  a  length  of 
seven  feet,  a  width  of  ten  inches,  and  a  thidoiess 
of  four  inches  and  a  half.  Upon  it  is  the  name  of 
the  workman,  John  James  Engler,  1750.  Several 
staircases  lead  to  this  giant  tun,  and  upon  it  is  a 
floor  called  balcony,  twenty^six  feet  seven  inches 
high,  and  raised  above  the  cellar  floor,  and  oflers 
to  a  numerous  party  sufficient  room  to  many 
amusements,  and  it  is  surrounded  by  a  rail,  three 
feet  and  six  inches  high.  The  tun  can  be  fiUed 
by  an  opening  at  the  top.  Before  this  immense 
tun,  another  of  common  size  is  placed,  whidi  is 
remarkable  only  on  account  of  its  skilful  combi- 
nation. For  its  staves  are  joined  together  in  the 
most  exact,  solid,  and  perfect  manner,  without 
hoops  or  other  visible  fSsstenings.*^ 

Through  the  very  laudable  attentions  of  M. 
de  Graimberg  to  the  castle  of  Heidelberg,  which 
he  assures  us  he  has  <<made  hisown,^  and  under 
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the  auspices  of  the  reigiibg  Gnnd  Duke  of  Baden, 
a  gallery  of  the  antiquities,  totaod  within  the  pie- 
dncts  of  the  castle*  has  been  bitdy  established  in 
the  house  upon  the  entrance  to  the  great  bridge, 
exactly  opposite  to  the  square  tower.  It  may  be  seen 
upon  application  to  the  porteress,  or  rather  to  her 
daughter,  JacoUner  Winchdr,a  &TOurabIe  specimen 
of  German  fat  and  good  humour,  who  acknow- 
ledges to  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  though  one 
would  be  inclined  to  rate  it  a  lUik  nearer  to  thirty. 
She  speaks  enough  of  English  to  make  hersdf  un- 
derstood. The  antiquities  are  preserved  in  three 
distinct  chambers,  and  several  of  them  are  really 
very  curious  and  interesting.  There  are  some  ex- 
cellent modem  engravings,  which  represent  the  beau- 
tiful arabesques  of  thecastle.  ^'Na  99  is  a  view 
of  the  gateway,  called  Elizabeth^s  Gate,  the  small 
remains  of  the  beautifiil  days  of  the  Paktine  court- 
garden,  still  rich  in  recollection  for  the  traveller 
from  Britannia's  Isle,  as  bdng  connected  in  one 
instance  with  the  annals  of  his  country.^* 

m  ««lUg  gito  took  iti  iiaitte  fton  llio  Waotn  Bofil  Eiisabetfa, 
doogliter  of  lamM  I.,  Kinf  of  ISa^jtuidf  and  eouoft  of  tfao  Coqnt 
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In  that  pert  of  the  tsutie  called  fiaprecht^ 
baUding  another  gaUeryis  in  prooeos  of  fonnaticiiy 
irfiich  18  intended  to  emfaraoe  a  Yaxiety  of  remark* 
able  objects  collected  fiom  all  parts  of  the  woiUL 
It  is  due  to  the  reigning  prince  to  observe  that 
every  thing  he  has  done  ibr  the  pteservatiop  of  these 
majectic  ruins  from  further  decay  has  been  exe> 
cuted  in  the  best  taste.  He  has  changed  nothing* 
He  has  sought  only  to  keqp  up  what  he  found  still 
standing.  Somebody  suggested,  for  instance,  that 
for  the  old  pavement  in  the  court  yard  agrass-plot 
should  be  substituted,  that  gravelled  walks  leadii^ 
to  the  differoit  entrances  of  the  ruin  diould  be 
made,  shaded  with  acacias  and  other  trees,  and  that 


F^ilitmeEtoctorFnderickV.,wliolofsd  h^r  teadcrij  md  witt  a 
rare  oonstaacj.  Elizabeth'!  Gate  may  tndy  be  called  a  wonder  of 
loTe»  if  one  may  believe  a  tradition,  whid)  Tanntg  its  bailding  as 
being  the  work  of  one  night.  Aederiok,  it  lanid,  wiahadoaos 
(it  was  in  the  year  1615)  to  make  «  pleasinf  inrpriae  to  hia  be* 
lored  wife,  and  on  the  ere  of  the  night  which  he  idected  for  the 
erection  of  tnia  monnment,  he  found  a  prelert  to  tenore  her  fttiai 
the  electoral  cowt :  when  ths  pHnoeai  ntam^d  the  aest  motaiaf  « 
she  found,  to  her  great  astoniahment  and  delight,  the  triomphal 
9zth  mbidk  opened  a  way  to  her  palsoe  at  As  othsrind  of  tfie 
giaat  xampart  of  tfas  oiaOB.'' 
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the  priDcipal  court-yard  should  be  divested  of  its 
{dants  and  wild  ahrabs,  and  paved  anew.  The 
Gnmd  Duke  has  given  no  oacouragement  to  an  j 
audi  changes,  justly  feeling  that  the  ruined  castle 
of  Heidelberg  should  have  no  kind  of  court-yard 
that  was  not  in  keeping  with  its  ruined  condition. 

The  wonder  is  that  so  great  a  part  of  the  old 
castle  should  still  remain,  considering  the  many 
hostile  attacks  which  have  been  directed  from  time 
to  time  against  it,  as  well  as  the  town  it  was  de- 
signed to  protect.  Most  favourably  situated  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  Neckar,  it  was  formerly  a  highly 
prosperous  emporium  for  merchandize  of  every 
kind,  and  for  the  vine  produce  of  the  country  all 
round.  Its  position,  however,  and  its  great 
bulwark,  rendered  it  so  important  in  a  military 
point  of  view,  that  it  never  failed  to  be  an  object  of 
violent  contention  between  opposing  armies.  It 
was  five  times  bombarded,  twice  burnt  to  the 
ground,  and  thrice  delivered  up  to  pillage.  From 
these  devastations  Heidelberg  has  never  recovered. 
Its  buildings,  as  they  now  stand,  are  wholly 
without  interest,  one  alone  excepted,  which  has 
n2 
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been  oooyerted  into  the  hotel  called  the  Zum 
Bitter,  from  the  figure  of  the  knif^t  at  the  top. 
Its  fa9ade,  highly  ornamented  with  statues  and 
eoata  of  arms,  may  afford  some  idea  of  the  splen- 
dour of  Haddberg  before  it  was  made  the  victim 
of  auooesuTe  wars.  It  stands  in  the  market- 
place. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

Tariow  Attadn  upoD  the  CaiUe  of  Hddelberg.  Frocpeeto  fen 
from  it.  Iti  cfaanningTemoe.  Hie  UniTenity.  Concert  of ' 
Tnunpeti.  Ezeonion  to  Manheim.  The  Palace.  TheNeekar. 
Ita  Steam  Nsvigation.  Joarney  on  its  Banka.  Ita  Soenerj. 
Impodng  Afipearance  of  the  Neckar.  Floating  Bridge.  Ita 
Machinery.  Romantic  Scenes.  A  Cake-maker.  A  Robber 
Fortreaa.  Tokens  of  general  Proaperity.  Aitifidal  Banks  of 
River. 

The  walls  of  the  castle  of  Heidelberg  were 
wonderfully  massive;  but,  strong  as  they  were, 
they  fell  under  the  power  of  the  artillery  levelled 
at  various  times  against  them,  and  are  either 
prostrated  or  tumbling  in  almost  all  directions. 
Without  the  assistance  of  an  experienced  guide,  it 
would  be  difficult,  from  any  written  account  of 
these  ruins,  to  discover  the  quarter  battered  by 
Turenne  as  distinguishable  from  the  general  devas- 
tation caused  by  the  French,  under  Chamilly,  in 
the  year  1698.    This  was  the  "  worst  destruction  "^ 
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as  well  as  the  most  wanton  of  all ;  for  Cbamilly 
had  obtained  possession  of  the  castle  through  the 
treason  or  cowardice  of  the  governor  and  garrison, 
after  many  of  the  townVpeople  had  fled  thither 
for  protection.  Not  only  were  the  armed  and 
unarmed  put  indiscriminately  to  the  sword,  but 
all  the  strong  parts  of  the  castle  were  blown  up. 
Whatever  was  wanted  to  complete  the  work  of 
ruin,  both  in  the  castle  and  the  town,  was  supplied 
by  the  French  revolutionary  forces  in  179S»  miiea 
the  old  and  valuable  monuments  in  the  churches 
were  all  mutilated  w  aboUshed. 

After  all,  independently  of  the  interest  bdong- 
ing  to  the  ivy^clad  remains  of  the  castle,  its  moats, 
and  court-yards,  and  broken  turrets,  the  great 
charm  of  the  prospects  which  may  be  seen  from  its 
terrace  constitutes  an  attraction  all  its  own— one 
that  can  never  perish.  The  Neckar,  with  its  vine- 
oovered  banks — glimpses  of  the  Rhine  in  the  dis^ 
tanoe  shining  out  here  and  there  when  ezpoaed  to 
the  full  light  of  the  «m— innumerable  epres  of 
churches,  revealing  the  existence  of  towns  and 
villages,  where  the  latter  cannot  be  eeen»  and  the 
blue  Vo^ges  mountains  forming  the  distant  outline 
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of  the  pictui^i  pi«ieDt  a  rave  and  beautiiul  combtna- 
tioii.  While  ife  Trtanincd  ia  HciddibeKg,  I  repaired 
to  that  terrace  as  often  as  I  couId»  and  I  though 
that  every  time  I  visited  it,  and  gazed,  while  walk- 
ing or  resting^  upon  the  divcrsitj  of  objects  it 
disclosed  to  the  eye,  I  fotmd  sraiething  new  to 
heighten  my  admiration. 

The  crowds  (^  students  seen  in  the  stieets  in  the 
evening  indicate  the  present  prosperous  condition 
of  the  university ;  and  notwithstandiog  the  orders 
issued  by  the  late  King  of  Prussia  against  any  of 
his  subjects  studjring  here^  I  was  informed  that 
many  of  the  pupils  were  of  that  oountiy.  The 
medical  and  law  sdiools  are  the  best  attended, 
although  there  are  here  h%hly  odbbmted  professors 
in  every  department  of  instruction.  The  library 
is  said  to  contain  190,000  printed  volumes,  and 
a  considerable  number  of  manuacripta.  They 
include  a  great  pcMrtion  of  the  very  valuable  Pala- 
tine library,  reUting  principally  to  the  hisfenry  of 
Germany.  It  is  a  trait  of  the  liberal  feeling  which 
has  for  some  time  jHfevailed  in  Heidelberg  with 
reference  to  religiouipa  fe^ng  very  different  indeed 
trook  those  days  gone  by,  I  trust  for  ever^— that  the 
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Catholics  and  Lutbenuw  wonhip  under  the  nme 
roof,  their  leqMctiye  portioiis  of  the  church  being 
divided  by  a  waH. 

We  had  an  opportunity  of  hearing  in  one  of  the 
public  rooms  here  a  concert  of  irumpei^.  The  eflect 
of  the  perfisrmance  was  peculiarly  aninuiting.  The 
orchestra  was  composed  of  neariy  twenty  instru- 
wtotkts ;  the  harmony  between  them  was  perfect,  and 
the  lyrical  air  or  the  solemn  march  was  played  with 
equal  facility  and  success.  I  never  before  witnessed 
a  musical  exhibition  so  little  liable  to  tameness  or 
monotony.  It  touched  the  soul  to  its  inmost 
powers  of  susceptibility,  and  realiaed  all  that  we 
read  of  the  powers  of  Timotheus.  It  was  wcHtby 
of  a  much  more  numerous  audience  than  happened 
to  be  present  upon  this  occasion. 

We  took  an  excurrion,  by  the  newly  finished 
railway  from  Heidelbei^  to  Manheim.  The  latter 
is  an  old  name  attached  to  a  new  town,  built  with 
a  Philadelphian  degree  of  uniformity,  the  old  town 
having  been  so  utterly  destroyed  by  the  ravages  of 
war,  that  scarcely  one  stone  of  it  remained  upon 
another,  with  the  exception  of  the  palace,  which 
is  now  occupied    by   Stephanie,  Grand  Duchess 
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Dowager  of  Baden.  The  gardens  attached  to  the 
palace  are  well  laid  out,  and  kept  in  exoeUent 
order.  They  terminate  towards  the  Rhine  in  an 
derated  terrace,  which  forms  addightful  prome- 
nade by  the  side  of  the  river.  The  Messrs.  Artaria 
have  in  the  principal  street  an  extensive  booksdling 
establishment,  which  I  had  time  only  slightly  to 
look  over. 

Finding  the  town  scarcely  worth  the  trouble  we 
took  in  visiting  it,  we  resumed  our  places  in  the 
next  returning  train  to  Heidelberg,  and  engaged  a 
▼oiture  for  the  following  day  to  Wurtzburg.  The 
railway  time  from  Heidelberg  to  Manheim  is  half 
an  hour. 

We  were  infinrmed  that  prqparaticxis  were  in  pro- 
gress for  the  navigation  of  the  Neckar  by  steam,  a 
project  which  has  been  since  carried  into  eflfect,  if  I 
am  to  trust  to  a  magniloquent  advertisement  I 
found  in  Galignani,  of  which,  for  the  captivation 
of  the  reader,  I  here  subjoin  a  cc^y  :— 
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VALLEY  OF  THE  NECKAB. 


nte  bentiftd  aad  iafceraitiii^  dutriet,  ivkert  flie  river  Nednr 
fail  into  the  Rhine,  iwrManahAar  iMtf  wlf  in  thm  lulier  dsys 
been  opened  to  tiie  toarist  and  tnTeller  by  means  of  tfae  pro. 
greaa  of 

STEAM  NATIfiATlON, 
haring  hitherto  been  inaocenible  from  the  rade  and  wifaMM  jl 
state  of  the  roads  along  the  conrse  of  the  river  leading  to  it. 

The  voyage  from  Heidelberg,  so  cdebrated  thronghont  the 
wertd  for  the  grandsw  of  il»nHDideastlettoHeaiManr«ifordia 
never-eeasing  variety  of  magnifioent  view*— here  diedflenig  the  re- 
mains  of  andent  towns  renowned  in  history,  or  celebrated  for 
Mmnntie  take  of  boU  sad  mortU  kaightv  or  lovely  dimeds, 
mistresses  of  the  caetles  in  the  middle  ages  there  esefles  etil'te 
summer  retreats  of  wealthy  lords,  snrrouided  by  beantifid  small 
towns,  smiling  and  happy  in  successfnl  industry,  picturesque 
viUagse,  impovtaat  saKne  spm^  and  bathe  anlBuitiag  the  bmiks 
of  the  river,  irom  whicb  arise  the  rocks  insssrsge  gmdenr,  mofldj 
dad  with  dark  and  dense  forests  that  dose  the  Talley  in,  until,  on 
approadiing  Heabronn,  thny  gradually  retire,  leaving  the  TaHej  to 
espanditsdf  into  verdant  meadinva,  wide-q;>iead]i^  flslds^  wvifag 
irith  golden  crops  of  com,  and  flourishing  rineyardsy  Ibmu^g 
togetiier  a  v^uptnoua  landscape,  whidi  continues  till  Heilbrann  is 
reached.  Hereagain  the  teaveftsr  eoton vpoB'thii  aiift  road, with 
branches  leading  in  every  direction. 
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My  nairatiTe  must,  I  £ear,  be  much  tttner  than 
this  gbwing  descriptioii.  We  mounted  our  voiture 
soon  after  aeven  o^dock  A.H.,  und^  the  light  of  a 
fine  morning  (SOth  July),  Our  course  lay  by  the 
left  bank  of  the  Neckar,  which  was  here  very 
shallow.  A  raft  of  at  least  a  hundred  yards  in 
length  was  floating  down  the  river.  On  our  right 
were  high  well-wooded  hills,  through  whidi  started 
up  here  and  there  rude  masses  of  gigantic  naked 
rocks.  Beyond  the  bank  on  the  opposite  side, 
smiling  villages,  with  the  fresh  smoke  curling  up 
from  their  cottages,  and  a  graceful  sweep  of  rising 
ground  occupied  with  Yioes,  came  in  view.  Fisher- 
men were  aranging  their  nets,  and  hoisting  their 
single  small  sails  for  their  daily  expedition.  The 
river  became  considerably  deeper  as  we  advanced, 
and  bore  uponit  a  number  of  craft,  engaged  in  the 
same  kind  of  occupation. 

The  Neckar  assumed  a  greater  degree  of  im- 
portance as  we  proceeded.  Its  depth  and  the 
rapidity  of  the  current  were  more  imposiog.  Near 
its  right  bank  appeared  strata  of  red  sand-stone, 
overiiung  by  a  wood.    From  the  many  excavations 
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made  in  these  strata^  it  would  appear  that  the  stone 
is  much  in  requisition  for  building.  Our  carriage 
drove  close  by  a  field  of  lucerne  in  fine  order.  It 
was  edged  by  a  bank  of  fragrant  wild  flowers  of  a 
thousand  colours.  The  road  here  ascended  so  cod- 
siderably,  that  we  only  now  and  then  caught 
glances  of  the  river  far  beneath  us.  On  our  right 
were  mountains  crowned  with  forests,  which  shut 
out  from  our  view  the  sky  beyond  them ;— a  &- 
vourable  spot  for  the  construction  of  boats,  which 
appeared  to  be  the  principal  occupation  of  the  in- 
habitants of  a  town  on  the  top  of  a  hill,  with  a 
terrible  long  name,  not  possible  for  me  to  decypher 
in  my  notes.  A  little  above  this  place,  we  crossed 
the  river  on  a  floating  bridge,  leaving  behind  us 
the  little  village  Neckurozimer,  and  landing  at 
another,  denominated  Neckurstinogh  ! 

The  machinery  for  moving  the  floating  bridge  is 
of  a  simple,  and  for  a  river  so  liable  as  this  to  be 
swollen  in  the  winter  above  its  banks,  of  a  very 
safe  description.  A  boat  is  anchored  at  some  dis- 
tance above  the  bridge,  with  which  it  is  connected 
by  a  chain  of  other  boats.    When  the  bridge  is  let 
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loose  on  one  bank,  the  force  of  the  current  acting 
on  the  chain  of  boata  gives  to  the  bridge  an  impetus 
which  swings  it  to  the  opposite  side,  describing  a 
semicircle  of  which  the  anchored  boat  is  the  centre. 
Men  with  grappling  hooks  are  in  attendance  to 
draw  the  bridge  with  its  burden  to  the  land,  when 
the  horses,  which  had  been  separated  from  the 
carriage,  are  put  to^  and  resume  their  journey. 

Our  course  was  now  through  a  by-road,  amongst 
com  fields  and  ploughed  lands.  Apple  trees  and 
plilm  trees  were  bending  over  our  heads  with 
the  wei^t  of  their  produce.  The  Neckar,  upon 
whose  right  banic  we  were  now  proceeding,  disap* 
peared  from  our  view,  and  we  could  only  mark  the 
direction  of  its  channel,  by  the  sails  moving  along 
through  the  fidds.  Bqrond  it  were  numerous 
quarries  of  red  sand-stone,  the  deep  colour  of  which 
contrasted  with  the  verdure  of  the  woods  impending 
oyer  them.  The  French  cocked  hat  reappeared 
heie^  and  the  peasantry  lead  their  oxen,  whether 
attached  singly,  or  in  teams  to  waggons,  by  walk- 
ing light  before  them. 

We  had  again  the  pleasure  of  behcdding  the  full 
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body  of  the  river,  and  also  of  finding  ounelTes 
upon  an  excellent  road,  which  conducted  us  to 
Neckaroetinogh,  if  I  rightly  spell  the  name.  Here 
begins  that  series  of  ancient  churches,  conveuts,  and 
ruined  fortifications,  the  interesting  features  of 
which  are  so  highly  eulogized  in  the  adTertisement 
-■^end  I  must  add,  not  altogether  without  reason, 
for  they  do  form  many  picturesque  combinations. 
The  oountiy  about  here  is,  it  must  be  admitted, 
well  worth  visiting  by  all  lovers  of  romantic 
scenery.  I  fear  they  will  not  think  the  names  of 
the  villages  here  very  fit  for  poetry :  three  of  them 
rejoice  in  the  appellation  of  Herman  Torf,  Hiraeb* 
horn,  and  Neckarsteinadi.  At  the  latter  place 
there  is  a  remarkably  pretty  inn,  in  the  kitchen  of 
which  we  found  a  plump,  neatly-dressed,  merry 
brunette  making  sweet  cakes.  We  wiefaed  that 
our  arrangements  had  permitted  us  to  tarry  here, 
until  the  said  cakes  should  emerge  from  the  oren 
already  waiting  to  give  them  a  *'  warm  reception.'* 
In  lieu  thereof,  we  were  obliged  to  content  tnay 
selves  with  some  excellent  bread  and  butter,  and  a 
flask  of  wine  with  some  unpronounoeable  name. 
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whicb,  however,  in  body  and  bouquet,  was  above 
all  exception. 

Hie  castles  near  Neckantemach  are  said  to  hare 
been  erected  by  one  ct  the  robber  knights,  who 
•daimed  dominion,  or  rather  exercised  the  power  of 
plundering,  over  all  the  adjacent  country.  They 
conaifted  original^  of  four  buildings,  one  of  which 
was  a  aquare  donjcm;  the  others  are  in  the  usual 
Ibrm,  and  one  aeems  to  have  sufleved'so  little  finom 
vkdeneeor  time,  that  it  appears  to  be  still  habitable. 
The  fourth  is  at  some  distance  from  the  others, 
and  of  so  great  an  elevation  that  it  has  received  the 
name  of  the  swallow^a  nest*  It  is  a  pfeasing 
circumstance  to  notice  that  the  Catholic  and  Lu^ 
theran  services  are  performed  alternately  in  the 
village  church. 

We  noticed  many  new  houses  in  progress  of 
erection  here ;  the  walls  of  stone  are  first  raised 
without  any  cement,  and  then  they  are  thickly 
plastered  over.  The  village,  which  already  ap- 
proaches the  magnitude  of  a  town,  is  nearly  sur- 
mounted by  hills,  and  as  our  road  led  through 
them  we  had  constantly  to  exclaim,  *'  How  beau- 
tiful !^    We  wound  along  the  pleasant  banks  of 
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the  Neckar,  which  was  doae  beside  us ;  upon  the 
banks  were  piles  of  firewood  ready  to  be  embarked 
n  boat%  and  near  them  were  heaps  of  a  kind  of 
turf,  composed  of  aaw-dust  and  cow-dung,  used 
for  kindling  the  fires. 

A  few  showers  of  light  rain  had  the  efiect,  after 
they  passed  away,  of  bringing  out  a  ddidoiis 
balmy  freshness  on  the  air.  There  was  a  ali^t 
ripple  on  tha  river,  whidi  passed  on,  gently  mur- 
muring in  its  course^  being  here  pressed  in  between 
artifidai  banks,  with  a  view  to  deepen  the  stiesm 
for  the  purposes  of  navigation.  The  whole  tide 
through  this  country,  presenting  a  suocesBioo  of 
woodland  scenery,  was  endiandng. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

Edie  Pearli.  A  Majr-pole.  FrimitiTe  PetMntry.  Wood-eatten* 
Bearfelden.  "  Bqgone  doll  Care.''  Etyoymeats  of  TraTeDen. 
Dinner.  Shepherd  Bojg.  Castle  of  Erhach.  Ita  Gallery  of 
Armour.  Vahiable  Sidta  of  Mail.  Hie  Dwarf  Tlioniele. 
Senrcd  up  in  a  Fie.  Painted  Windows.  The  Mnaenm.  The 
Connteas  de  Salia.  Journey  to  Wnrtsbuqf;.  Bayarian  Piety. 
Wild  Forests.  White  Soap.  Arrack  Punch.  Wortibnrg. 
Table  d'Hdte.  Stein  Wine.  Vespers.  Procession.  The 
Blessed  Sacrament.  Homage  paid  to  it.  Mr.  Robertson, 
Trsnslator  of  Schlegel.    Visit  to  his  Sister. 

We  observed  preparations  going  on  here  for  the 
construction  of  a  railway  from  Heidelberg  to  Eber- 
bach,  a  town  of  8,000  inhabitants.  The  scales  of  a 
fish  called  the  Bleak  are  collected  here  for  the  ma- 
nufacture of  false  pearls.  Our  road  was  ornamented 
with  lines  of  mountain  ash,  their  clusters  of  red 
berries  being  in  full  bloom.  Charming  villages, 
numerous  brooks  ringing  gaily  on  their  way,  and 

vox..  II.  o 
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crossed  here  and  there  by  flag  stones,  over-shot 
mills,  green  pasturages,  and  declivities  yielding  an 
abundance  of  the  white  dog  daisy,  appearing  like 
patches  of  snow,  diverted  us  fix>m  observing  that 
we  had  already  lost  «ght  of  the  Neckar. 

Our  route  then  led  us  by  the  side  of  dense 
forests,  whose  loftiest  trees  seemed  to  us  almost  to 
touch  the  skies.  Passing  at  sopie  distance  Snm 
Heflbronn,  we  found  ourselves  in  what  must  be  a 
capital  fishing  countiy,  if  one  may  so  conclude 
from  the  number  of  full  brooks  meanderii^  through 
the  fields  in  all  directions,  some  of  them  dammed  in 
by  ancient  stone  sluices.  In  one  of  the  villagea  a 
May-pole,  hung  with  wreaths  of  ribands  and  flowers 
in  the  good  old  style,  had  been  recently  placed  be- 
fore a  very  neat  cottage— -the  tribute,  I  presume,  of 
their  neighbours  to  a  newly  married  pair.  Long 
strips  of  linen,  spread  on  the  grass  to  be  bleadied, 
indicated  one  of  the  usual  occupations  of  the  pea- 
SMitry  of  this  country.  We  noticed  here^  for  the 
first  time  during  our  journey,  great  numbers  of  bee- 
hives. Several  fields  of  very  fine  wheat  occasionally 
bordered  our  way,  their  aurfiices  swept  by  the 
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fareeaes  from  the  adjacent  mountaiiuB.  Potatoes 
seemed  also  to  be  much  cultivated  hei^ ;  we  no 
longer  observed  any  ruins  of  castles.  The  peasan- 
try  appeared  to  be  a  primitive  agricuUund  people;, 
secluded  within  a  district  of  their  own,  and,  from 
their  gazing  at  us  and  our  carriage^  evidently  little 
.  accustomed  to  the  visits  of  strangers. 

From  this  we  passed  into  pine  fbreBts,  by  a  capi- 
tal road ;  wood-cutters  were  at  work  in  several  direo* 
tions^and  members  of  their  families  were  seated, 
gipsy-Uke,  at  the  edge  of  the  forest,  near  fires, 
where  they  were  cooking  their  meahu  Ascending 
gradually,  we  soon  attained  to  the  summit  of  a 
table  land,  partly  barren,  partly  covered  with  thin, 
light  crops  of  com.  Hence  we  descended  to  the 
village  of  Beerfelden,  where  our  carriage,  upon 
stopping  at  the  inn,  was  surrounded  by  troops  of 
boys  just  let  loose  from  school.  They  appeared 
never  to  have  seen  such  a  spectacle  before.  We 
were  shewn  into  an  old-fashioned  chamber,  where 
we  found  a  smart  rifle,  a  fbwling-pieoe,  and  game 
bag  ;  a  weather-glass,  a  small  mirror,  and  several 
daubs  of  coloured  prints  decorated  the  walls. 
o2 
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Among  the  prints  were  some  representing  the  battle 
of  Navarino;  they  were  rather  in  the  Chinese  style, 
sails  fijring  in  the  air  all  on  fire.  A  piano  was  also 
here,  to  which,  after  we  had  ordered  our  dinner,  we 
sat  down,  and  performed  and  sung  with  great  ef- 
fect, <<  B^one,  dull  Care  !'*  Never  did  two  tra* 
vellers  enjoy  themselves  more  than  we  had  done, 
ever  since  we  had  set  out  from  Heidelberg.  Al- 
though the  course  of  our  journey  offered  no  object 
of  very  striking  interest,  still  there  were  many  pe- 
culiarities of  river,  brook,  rural  woodland,  hill, 
valley,  mill,  solitude,  forest  and  mountain  scenery, 
which,  harmonizing  witli  the  primitive  aspect  of  the 
hamlets  and  their  unsophisticated  inhabitants,  ohi- 
spired  to  dispose  the  mind  to  that  state  of  reverie 
that  makes  one  forget  all  the  turmoils  of  the  world 
beyond.  And  so  we  encored  "  Begone,dull  Care  !*' 
and  applauded  ourselves  even  to  the  echo  ! 

Our  repast  being  spread  upon  an  old  oak  table 
by  a  healthy  lump  of  a  waiting-girl,  we  turned  to 
it  with  no  merciful  appetite.  We  had  fresh  eggs, 
excellent  bread  and  butter,  soup,  veal  and  ham, 
floury  potatoes,    and    beet  root.     We  tried  the 
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wine,  but  it  was  not  good,  and  we  substituted 
for  it  rum-and-water.  The  duurge  for  the  whole 
was  very  moderate.  Be-ascending  our  vehicle, 
we  eooa  left  Beerfelden  behind  us,  passing  by  a 
road  lined  with  the  mountain  ash.  Rows  of  sap- 
lings were  planted  in  some  places,  and  tended  with 
as  much  care  as  if  they  were  in  a  nursery  garden. 
The  country  now  presented  more  of  a  pasturage 
than  tillage  character.  Shepherd-boys,  with  their 
crooks  and  dogs,  followed  by  their  flocks,  were 
seen  frequently  emerging  from  the  woods.  The 
afternoon  was  delightful,  and  some  time  before  the 
sun  went  down  we  entered  Erbach. 

We  proceeded  at  once  to  visit  the  castle  of  the 
Counts  of  Erbach.  The  structure  of  the  building, 
which  is  modem,  having  been  erected  on  the  site 
of  the  ancient  baronial  residence,  presents  no  ex- 
ternal feature  worth  notice;  but  it  contains  a 
magnificent  rittersaal,  or  knightly  hall,  in  which 
there  is  a  collection  of  suits  of  armour,  shields, 
swords,  fire-armp,  antiquities,  painted  glas^,  old 
vestments  ornamented  with  figures  worked  in  high 
rdief,  and  other  objects  well  worthy  of  inspection. 
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Several  of  the  suits  of  aimour  aie  arranged  od 
figures,  some  of  wUch  are  on  horselmek,  some 
derated  on  pedestals,  so  as  to  set  them  off  to  die 
greatest  possible  adrantage.  Th^re  are  two  or 
three  figures  on  horseback,  representing  oomnted 
knights,  the  horns  springing  from  the  tops  of  the 
Tisors. 

Suits  which  are  authenticated  as  having  been 
worn  by  Gustavus  Adolphus,  by  the  cdebrated 
WaUenstein,  by  Albrecht  V.,  Franz  ci  Siekingen^ 
and  his  friend  6otz  of  Berlichingen,  of  the  iron 
hand,  Cosnnis  IL,  Philip  the  Good  of  finrgnndy, 
the  emperor  Frederick  III.,  Maximilian  I.  of 
Austria,  and  other  well-known  historical  charac- 
ters, axe  hereto  be  found  in  excellent  condition. 
Nor  diottld  the  suit  which  was  worn  by  Thomde, 
Ae  dwarf  of  the  Archduke  Ferdinand  of  Austria^ 
be  forgotten.  It  h  placed  on  a  figure  of  the  same 
size  as  the  dwarf^  wbidi  is  ekyated  on  a  pedestal, 
holding  a  sword  in  the  left  hand.  It  is  said  that 
the  little  creature  was  more  than  once  served  up 
to  a  large  company  in  a  dish  ooreied  with  a  pie> 
crust.    The  crust  being  remored,  there  he  was^ 
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much  to  the  astonkhmeiit  of  the  gaesto^  seated  at 
a  tdUe  of  his  own,  wdl  replenisbed  with  all  aoits 
of  good  things.  Some  few  yean  smoe,  a  gentle- 
man,  who  took  a  great  fancy  to  Thomele,  pre- 
sented him  with  a  drinking-cnp,  which  is  almost 
as  large  as  himsdf  . 

The  painted  windows  of  the  chapel  of  this  hall 
areVell  executed.  In  that  called  Eginfaard's  cha- 
pel, the  window  represents  the  crucifixion,  with 
the  ^'bebred  disciple ""  and  the  Virgin  Mother  in 
the  lower  oompartments.  In  the  Bergrabuiss 
dbapd  the  windows  are  remarkaUj  beaotifaL 
Eginhard,  one  of  the  ancestors  of  the  Erbach 
Ikmily,  was  son-in-law  and  secretary  of  Chaife- 
mi^ne.  His  coffin,  as  weU  as  that  of  his  beloved 
wife  Emma,  are  in  the  chapel  called  aflter  him. 
Besides  die  hall  of  the  knights,  there  is  a  museum 
in  the  castle,  which  we  saw  the  folknm^  morning* 
It  contains  several  antiquities  from  Pompeii  and 
Bome,  amongst  whidi  are  some  curious  mosaics, 
representing  men  in  the  act  of  swimming,  and 
busts  of  Sylh,  Sertorius,  Alexander  the  Great, 
Crermanicus,  Tn^an,  and  Agrippma.     In  another 
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chamber  we  were  shewn  two  or  three  Egjrptian 
mummies,  a  small  ooUecdon  of  objects  of  mttursl 
history,  and  some  old  swords.  At  the  time  of 
our  visit  the  Countess  de  Salis  was  at  the  casde, 
upon  a  visit  to  the  mother  of  Count  Erbach,  who 
has  a  handsome  villa  at  a  short  distance  from  the 
town.  The  Gasthaus  we  found  a  very  good  one, 
and  the  charges  were  moderate. 

We  prooeeded  on  our  journey  towards  Wurtz- 
burg,  by  a  road  which  led  through  a  dense  forest 
of  dark  pine,  beech,  and  oak,  to  Amerbach,  to 
which  we  ascended  by  a  road  cut  in  the  declivities 
of  a  steep  hill,  and  presenting  throughout  an  ad- 
mirable specimm  of  engineering.  It  wound  its 
way  through  a  charming  variety  of  hills  and  val- 
leys, after  quitting  the  steeps  through  which  it  is 
at  first  conducted.  Near  the  town  our  eyes  were 
feasted  by  a  succession  of  gardens,  in  which  dahlias 
of  every  hue  seemed  to  be  the  g^reat  objects  of  cul- 
tivation. We  were  now  in  Bavaria,  and  observed, 
on  either  side  of  the  road  (as  is  usual  in  almost 
every  part  of  that  kingdom),  numbers  of  crosses 
and  small  shrines,  inviting  the  devotion  of  the 
faithful. 
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Amerbach  detained  us  but  a  short  time.  Soon 
after  leaving  it,  we  again  found  ourselves  paie- 
tratinga  dark  savage  forest,  in  which  we  looked  for 
the  wolf  and  the  wild  boar  every  moment.  The 
temperature  of  the  day  was  excessivdy  cold,  the 
skies  were  clouded,  and  we  were  occasionally  in- 
volved in  mists,  which,  after  we  emerged  from  the 
forest,  prevented  us  from  seeing  the  country  on 
either  side  of  the  road.  It  was  late  when  we 
reached  BischoflBhum,  a  town  of  two  thousand 
inhabitants :  the  Grasthaus  comfortable,  well-served 
supper,  with  exquisite  white  soup  (the  best  my 
friend  said  he  ever  tasted  in  his  life),  the  whole 
finished  off  with  incomparable  arrack  punch,  which 
we  took  as  a  preservative  against  the  effects  of  the 
extraordinary  cold  of  the  day,  and,  I  may  add,  of 
the  night  by  which  it  was  followed. 

The  weather  continued  tmchanged  when  we  re- 
sumed our  road  at  seven  a.m.  the  following  morn- 
ing, through  a  succession  of  pine  forests,  until  at 
length,  emergmg  from  them,  we  beheld  suddenly 
iipon  our  left  a  charming  valley,  through  which 
meandered  the  river  Main,  forming  precisely  the 
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figure  of  a  hone-shoe.  We  immediatdy  came  in 
flight  of  the  nmneroas  spires  of  Wurtzburg.  We 
drove  to  the  Schwanser  AcQer,  where  we  arrived 
just  in  time  for  the  table  d^lMe^  one  of  the 
best  we  had  met  in  Grennanj.  We  had  some  ex- 
cdlent  Stein  wine,  which  die  traveller  in  diese 
legions  should  never  fail  to  adc  for.  It  is  by  tar 
die  most  agreeable  of  the  Franoonian  productions 
of  the  grape. 

It  being  Sunday,  I  attended  vespers  at  the 
beautiful  Gothic  church,  near  our  hotel,  situated 
in  the  market  square.  Besides  being  the  sabbath^ 
it  was  a  festival  day,  observed  at  Wurtzburg  with 
all  the  pomp  of  the  Catholic  church.  Just  as  I 
entered,  I  was  preceded  by  six  young  ladies  arrayed 
in  snow-white  muslin  gowns,  their  temples  bound 
with  weaths  of  green  leaves,  and  in  dieir  hair  wliite 
roses  arranged  in  a  very  becoming  manner.  After 
psalms  were  chanted,  the  rosary  was  recited 
aloud  by  the  whole  of  the  congregation  (a  very 
crowded  one)  widi  the  most  edifying  devotioii. 
A  procession  was  then  formed,  consisting  of  a 
number  of  boys*  dressed  in  surplices,  the  foremost 
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of  whom*  bore  flying  fanmen.  They  were  foU 
lowed  by  feur  of  the  young  ladies  already  men- 
tioned,  bearing  on  their  shoulders  a  small  plat- 
form surmounted  by  a  figure  of  the  Blessed  Virgin. 
They  hdd  in  their  hands  lighted  tapers,  around 
which  were  woven  wreaths  of  flowers,  like  the 
ftfayrsb  of  ancient  times.  The  six  relieved  each 
other  in  turn.  Two  boys,  bearing  golden  censers 
filled  with  smoking  frankincense,  with  which  they 
fumed  the  ahr,  walked  with  their  fiices  turned  to- 
wards the  priest,  who  moved  onwards  under  a 
splendid  canopy,  presenting  for  the  adoration  of 
Ae  people  the  Holy  Sacrament.  A  number  of 
holy  men,  belonging  to  a  confraternity,  all  bear* 
mg  l%hted  tapers,  filled  up  the  line  oi  the  pro- 
cession, which,  alker  walking  down  the  nave  of  the 
dnnrcb,  entered  the  square  in  fixmt,  and  marched 
all  round  it,  Ae  bells  ringing  in  every  direc- 
taoD. 

As  the  procession  passed  by  the  guard-house  in 
tlie  square,  the  soldiers,  who  had  been  previously 
drawn  up  fer  the  purpose^  fell  upon  the  right 
knee,  and  the  left  hand  being  raised  to  the  helmet, 
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presented  arms  with  the  right,  their  colours  flying 
and  drums  beating.  The  benediction  was  given  in 
the  usual  form  upon  the  return  of  the  procesdoii 
to  the  church. 

While  standing  in  the  square,  waiting  for  the 
conclusion  of  this  imposing  solemnity,  I  met  a 
highly  valued  friend  of  mine,  Mr.  J.  Robertson, 
one  of  the  most  able  German  scholars  whom  I 
know,  who  has  proved  his  abilities  by  an  admir- 
able transUtion  of  Schlegd's  Lectures  on  the  Phi- 
losophy of  History,  as  well  as  by  several  doquent 
essays  upon  German  literature.  After  a  separa- 
tion of  some  years,  it  was  delightful  thus  to  meet 
by  chance,  in  a  foreign  land,  a  person  in  whose 
good  fortune  and  happiness  I  have,  since  first  I 
knew  him,  felt  a  deep  interest.  He  engaged  us  to 
go  and  see  him  in  the  evening,  that  he  might  pie- 
sent  us  to  his  widowed  sister  and  her  family,  who 
had  been  for  some  time  residents  at  Wurtzbuig, 
and  to  whose  welfare  he  devotes  the  greater  part 
of  his  time.  We  found  them  lodged  m  one  of 
those  old  roomy  and  stately  houses  which  abound 
in  Wurtzburg,  and  indicate  the  former  importance 
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of  tbis  dtjy  when  it  was  the  capital  of  an  ecclesi- 
astical principality,  under  the  dominion  of  bi- 
shops, who  were  also  princes  of  the  empire.  Our 
evening  passed  away  in  the  most  agreeable 
manner. 
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library  of  Wwtsbiirg.  St.  Kilian.  HisliCartyrdoiii.  Hii  Re- 
lics. Palimpaests.  Splendid  Pdaoe.  Its  Apaztments.  Tbe 
Ball-Room.  The  King  of  BaTsria.  His  Tute.  Hie  Bed- 
chambers. The  CitadeL  Effects  of  Episcopal  Gorenune&t. 
^^^nesofWiirtsbiirg.  Public  Gardens.  Society  of  Wnrtibiiif. 
Its  wealthy  Bnrghers.  Core  for  inflamed  Eyes.  Coimt  de 
Robiano.    Packet  for  the  King  of  Bayaria. 

Mr.  Robertson  took  us  the  next  day  to  see  the 
public  library,  and  procured  for  us  the  sight  of 
several  curious  and  interesting  manuscripts^amongst 
which  was  one  especially  worthy  of  our  notice— a 
copy  of  the  New  Testament  brought  over  finom 
Ireland  by  St.  Kilian,  also  called  St  Kevin,  an 
Irish  monk  of  noble  Scottish  extraction.  He 
travelled  to  Rome  in  686,  attended  by  two  zealous 
companions,  and  obtained  from  the  Pope  (Conon) 
a  commission  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  the  Gennan 
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idolaters  of  Francooia.  His  ezerdons  were  crowned 
with  marvelloos  success.  He  baptized  great 
numbers  at  Wurtzburg,  fram  the  watem  of  a  well, 
which  has  obtained  great  celebrity  throughout  all 
that  country.  Amongst  the  most  distinguished  of 
his  proselytes  was  the  Duke  Godxrt^  who  had 
married  Geilanay  the  relict  of  Us  own  brother. 
The  holy  misabnary  represoited  to  him  the  inconip- 
patibility  of  this  marriage  with  the  laws  of  the 
Churcl\»  and  obtained  from  him  a  resolution  to  dis- 
miss her.  Geilana  was  greatly  enraged  at  this 
resolution,  and  while  the  duke  was  absent  upon  a 
military  expedition,  she  sent  assassins,  who  murdered 
not  (Hily  Kilian  but  his.two  associates,  in  688.  His 
relics  were  translated  to  the  cathedral,  subsequently 
built  upon  the  spot  where  he  had  suffered  martyr- 
dom. A  portion  of  them,  however,  was  preserved  in 
a  rich  shrine  in  the  treasury  of  the  Elector  of 
Brunswic-Lunenburg. 

We  were  also  shewn  one  of  the  tracts  of  St. 
Augustin,  and  the  rent-book  of  one  of  the  old 
monastic  establishments  of  this  place,  upon  vellum, 
which  contained  beneath  some  more  ancient  writ- 
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ings.  Besides  these,  there  were  in  the  same  case 
from  which  they  were  taken,  several  other  Palimp- 
sests, which  might  perhaps  repay  the  trouble  of 
examination.  A  valuable  collection  of  the  wcxics 
printed  amongst  the  earliest  productions  of  Gutten- 
berg^s  press  may  also  be  seen  in  this  depository. 

The  present  King  of  Bavaria  very  seldom  visits 
Wurtzburg,  although  his  palace,  or  residence  there, 
as  it  is  more  usually  called,  is  by  fieur  the  most 
magnificent  structure  of  that  kind  in  his  dominions. 
It  has  been  designated,  but  I  think  with  little 
reason,  as  a  German  Versailles,  for  both  externally 
and  internally  it  exhibits  infinitely  more  taste  and 
real  splendour  than  that  very  quaint  and  pedantic 
edifice.  We  went  to  see  this  residence,  accompanied 
by  our  friend ;  but  when  I  was  informed  that  it 
comprehended  no  fewer  than  two  hundred  and 
eighty-four  apartments,  I  requested  that  we  should 
be  conducted  only  through  those  particularly 
worth  attention.  It  was  built  by  two  bishops 
within  the  years  intervening  between  1780  and 
1740.  The  staircase  is  perhaps  the  finest  work  of 
tlie  kind  in   Europe.     Its  style,  ornaments,  and 


Digitized  t^  Google 


THE  KING  OF  BAVARIA.  209 

general  plan  are  tnilj  princely  in  their  character. 
The  suite  of  Bolons^  including  the  thnme-room,  the 
ball  of  audience  for  ambassadors,  the  receiving 
rooms  for  those  of  both  sexes  who  were  in  the  habit 
of  att^iding  court  upon  state  days,  the  banquet* 
room,  and  above  all  the  ball-room,  are  of  a  most 
sumptuous  description.  The  latter,  when  lighted 
up  and  filled  with  a  gay  company,  might  vie  with 
any  chamber  of  that  class  to  be  found  upon  the  con- 
tinent. The  walls,  and  even  the[ceiling,  are  covered 
with  mirrors,  to  which  many  architectural  critics 
object ;  but  if  it  had  been  the  desire,  as  'it  seems 
to  have  been,  of  the  designer  to  realize  one  of  those 
captivating  pictures  of  splendour  said  to  have 
been  capable  of  being  created  by  the  spells  of 
Aladin^s  lamp,  he  certainly  has  succeeded. 

When  iroyalty  chooses  to  hold  its  state,  I  confess 
I  like  to  see  it  surrounded  by  magnificence  in  all 
its  pride-— nay,  gorgeousness,  if  you  will.  The  pre- 
sent king  of  Bavaria,  sumptuous  though  he  be  in 
the  erection  and  decoration  of  buildings  for  the  con- 
servation of  objects  connected  with  the  fine  arts,  as 
well  as  for  the  convenience  of  his  subjects  and  the 
embellishment  of  his  kingdom,  would  probably 

▼OL.  II,  V 
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prefer  for  his  own  usual  resideooe  bis  cottage  at 
Bruckenau  to  his  palace  at  Wurtsbuig ;  that  is  to 
say,  he  prefers  the  beauties  of  nature  to  those  with 
which  the  most  r^ned  ability  of  the  architect  can 
furnish  hioL  Nor  can  it  be  doubted  that  this  is 
one  amongst  the  many  pioofii  of  sound  taste  al- 
ready given  by  this  prince  to  the  world.  Never- 
thelessy  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  would  discount 
the  occasional  displays  of  royal  establishments  in 
halls  and  vast  saloons  worthy  of  majesty.  Nor 
does  this  feeling  in  the  least  diminish  the  interest 
with  which  I  can  see  the  same  man  to-day  sur- 
rounded by  all  the  pomp  and  pageantry  of  the 
throne,  to-morrow  enjoying  his  private  retired  and 
modest  home»  with  the  ease  and  happiness  of  a 
country  gentleman. 

I  must  own  I  cannot  agree  with  other  trav^eiSy 
who  have  represented  the  palace  at  Wurtzburg  as  a 
fEuled  gewgaw  not  worth  seeing.  Itisnotagewgaw, 
nor  is  it  faded,  except  as  to  some  few  of  the  orna- 
ments, which  might  be  restored  at  a  slight  expense. 
The  bedchambers  for  the  royal  family,  and  the  bou- 
doirs and  other  apartments  connected  with  them^ 
may  be  described  as  the  very  temples  of  repose. 
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Silence  seems  to  sway  her  sceptre  throughout  the 
whole  of  this  division  of  the  palace.  We  did  not 
see  the  chapel,  the  person  in  possession  of  the  key 
happening  to  he  at  the  time  of  our  visit  in  the 
country. 

Our  amiable  fnend  did  not  neglect  to  take  us  to 
the  citadel,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Maine,  from  the 
summit  of  which  we  beheld  the  city  and  its  envi- 
rons to  the  greatest  advantage.  When  one  recol« 
lects  that  this  capital  and  its  dependencies  had 
been  for  more  than  a  thousand  years  under  the  rule 
of  episcopal  princes,  one  is  not  surprised  to  see  the 
number  of  churches,  towers,  and  sjures,  and  ruins 
of  otevents,  visible  from  this  elevated  frontier. 
Eighty-eight  bidbops  succeeded  each  other,  with 
scarcely  any  interruption,  in  the  government  of  this 
principality.  Not  having  families  to  provide  for^ 
they  devoted  the  greater  part  of  their  revenues  to 
the  erection  of  temples  and  the  foundation  of 
schools  and  hospitals.  The  Maine,  winding  along 
in  its  serpentine  course,  forms  a  most  attractive 
feature  in  the  landscape.  The  eye  is  next  directed 
to  the  picturesque  hill  upon  which  the  Stein  wine  is 
grown.  Excellent  wines  are  also  produced  from 
f8 
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the  acclivities  of  the  hOI  upon  which  the  citadel 
itself  stands.  These  pass  under  the  general  deno^ 
mination  of  the  Leiste,  and  are  reputed  to  be 
second  only  to  the  Stein  amongst  those  of  Fran- 
conia. 

There  are  spacious  and  well  laid  out  public  gar- 
dens in  the  immediate  yicinity  of  Wurtzburg,  in 
nehich  a  band  plays  on  fine  evenings,  and  which  are 
much  frequented  on  such  occasions.  We  took  a 
walk  to  see  them,  but  a  shower  of  heavy  rain  occur- 
ring just  as  we  entered  the  gate,  soon  made  us 
desist  from  any  farther  progress.  But  we  found 
ample  compensation  for  our  disappointment  in  the 
drawing-room  of  our  friend^s  sister,  and  in  the 
musical  accompKshments  of  her  daughters.  They 
informed  us  that  in  winter  the  society  of  Wurtzburg 
is  very  agreeable,  consisting  chiefly  of  the  capitular 
families. 

The  greater  number  of  the  streets  in  Wurtz- 
burg are  narrow,  the  houses  with  high  pointed 
gables,  and  overhanging  in  the  old  German  fashion. 
The  town  appeared  rather  dull  and  gloomy,  with" 
out  much  appearance  of  commerce  of  any  kind ; 
nevertheless  it  is  certain  that  Wurtzburg  is  the  re- 
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flidenoe  of  many  wealthy  burghers,  most  of  whom 
have  made  their  fdrtunes  by  their  transactions  in 
the  Franoonian  wine  trade.  Its  situation  on  the 
Maine  is  indeed  beautiful,  when  looked  at  from  di6 
citadel,  or  fnHn  the  hills  in  the  environs :  it  con- 
tains 85,000  inhabitants. 

In  journeying  through  several  of  the  towns  of 
Germany,  in  which  the  houses,  as  well  as  the  roads, 
present  a  very  white  appearance,  from  the  natural 
colour  of  the  stone  of  which  they  are  composed,  I 
suffered  a  good  deal  from  the  effect  they  produced 
upon  my  eyes,  especially  when  glaring  in  the  full 
light  of  the  sun.  A  very  religious  friend  of  mine 
assured  me  that  I  should  find  an  infallible  re- 
medy for  this  uncomfortable  malady,  the  internal 
parts  of  the  lids  being  much  inflamed,  if  I  were  to 
bathe  my  eyes  in  the  waters  of  St.  Eilian'^s  well, 
which  is  in  the  crypt  under  the  cathedraL  We 
proceeded  to  the  church  accordingly,  the  four  towers 
of  which  are  particularly  worthy  of  admiration. 
The  interior  is  filled  with  monuments  of  the  prince 
bishops,  who  ruled  formerly  over  this  country« 
There  are  none  of  them  particularly  worthy  of 
notice. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


214  CURE  FOR  INFLAMED  EYES. 

Descending  to  the  crypt,  wbidi  we  found  dark 
and  extremelj  cold,  our  attendant  drew  up  from 
the  well  a  bucket  of  water,  which,  as  a  beverage, 
is  delidouB.  Following  the  prescription  of  my  £ur 
doctress,  I  rinsed  my  eyes  thoroughly  in  the  f reesing 
element,  and  obtained  instant  relief;  whidi,  how. 
ever,  passed  off  as  soonas  I  returned  to  the  light  of 
day.  Had  my  stay  in  Wurtzburg  been  prolonged, 
so  as  to  enable  me  to  use  these  waters  more  fre- 
quently, I  doubt  not  that  they  would  have  accom- 
plished my  object,  and  so  have  justified  the  praiae 
bestowed  upon  them.  Before  parting  with  my  kind 
friend,  she  was  so  good  as  to  present  me  with  a 
small  phial,  containing  a  small  portion  of  the  oil 
which,  she  stated,  was  constantly  drof^ing  into  a 
small  hollow  in  the  earth,  from  the  tomb  of  a 
saint  in  the  neighbourhood.  It  would  render 
material  assistance,  she  said,  in  mitigating  the  pain 
I  suffisred.  These  little  acts  of  kindness  from  per* 
sons  whom  we  had  never  seen  before,  and  may 
perchance  never  see  again,  deserve  to  be  reowded 
for  their  own  sake.  But  I  have  mentioned  the 
malady  in  question  also  with  another  view,  to 
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which  I  shall  hereafter  draw  the  attention  of  the 
reader. 

When  we  were  at  Brussels,  my  friend,  the  Count 
de  Robianoy  confided  to  my  care  a  copy  of  one  of 
his  very  learned  works,  which  he  requested  me  to 
get  presented  by  the  British  minister  at  Munich 
to  the  King  of  Bavaria,  together  with  a  letter 
addressed  by  him  to  his  majesty.  I  took  charge 
of  the  packet  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure.  Mr. 
Aobertmi  having,  however,  informed  me. that  the 
king  was  now,  according  to  his  annual  custom,  at 
the  qpa  of  Bruckenauy  not  Ur  from  Wurtzburg, 
we  resolved  to  proceed  thither,  as  well  to  visit 
the  spa,  which  enjoys  one  of  the  most  delightful 
situations  in  all  Grermany,  as  to  have  the  honour  of 
delivering  with  my  own  hand  to  the  king  the 
volume  and  letter  with  whkh  I  had  been  intrusted. 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 

Departure  for  BnickenAa.  Boad  thitlier.  Genend  Lodging-Home. 
Scarcity  of  Apartmenta.  Hie  KnmaL  Splendour  of  tbe 
Building.  The  TVibiiiie.  The  Oicbeitra*  Bxoelleat  TAb 
d*Hdte.  Internal  Qniameata  of  the  KortarfL  The  prindpal 
Bath-Honae.  Amnaementi  in  the  KomaL  Mirth  of  the  Com- 
pany. Different  Garnet.  Ptrennoe  of  the  King.  Hia  actiipe 
•hare  in  the  Sporti.  Hia  aflkble  Demeanour.  Mnti  of  the 
Royal  Funfly.  Ci|>ital  mode  of  Exerciae.  Gredan  Beauty  of 
the  Kuraaal.    Templea  of  Health. 

Having  made  our  ammgements  with  the  same 
voiturier  who  had  driven  us  to  Wurtzburg,  we  aet 
out  in  the  afternoon  upon  our  journey;  the  weather 
was  still  cold  and  misty,  and  we  were  glad,  upon 
our  arrival  at  Hammdburg,  just  as  the  night  was 
setting  in  with  heavy  rain,  to  take  up  our  quarters 
at  the  hotel  of  the  <<  Poste,^  the  landlord  of  which 
« we  found  very  civil,  and  the  beds  tolerable.  We 
proceeded,  still  with  unfavourable  weather,   the 
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next  morniDg  to  the  village  of  Bruckenau  by  a 
very  hilty  road,  which  passes  between  the  Kreuz« 
beig,  aaid  to  be  more  than  3,000  feet  above  the 
levd  of  the  sea,  and  the  Dreitzelberg,  not  quite  so 
elevated.  From  the  occasional  glimpses  we  had  of 
the  country,  when  the  rain  ceased  for  a  while,  and 
the  mists  partially  cleared  away,  we  were  enabled 
to  obeerve  that  we  were  travelling  through  a 
charming  country ;  but  we  saw  it  imperfectly,  and 
to  veiy  short  distances  on  either  ade  of  the  way. 

Although  the  <<Poste''at  the  village  bears  a 
very  high  character  for  the  accommodation  it 
affords,  yet  nobody  who  contemplates  a  sojourn  at 
the  spa,  which  is  nearly  three  miles  from  it  in  a 
south-westerly  direction,  thinks  of  stopping  there. 
We  went  on  at  once  to  our  destination,  and  alighted 
At  a  large  building  erected  by  the  king,  and  fitted 
out  entirely  with  lodging-rooms  for  the  use  of 
visitors.  This  establishment  is  under  the  manage* 
ment  of  a  secretary,  who,  upon  the  arrival  of  a 
jtranger^  presents  him  with  a  list  containing  the 
number^  of  the  apartments  then  vacant,  and  also 
the  tariff  of  the  charges  for  their  occupation*  Our 
-choice  was  extremely  limited^  as  nearly  all  the 
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looms  were  oigaged,  with  the  excepdoa  of  two  or 
three  on  the  ground-flow,  a  situation  to  which  I 
have  a  rery  great  objection.  Fortunatdy  I  met 
our  Frankfort  friend,  Mr.  Koch,  at  the  feot  of  the 
staircase;  he  was  just  preparing  for  returning 
home,  and  so  without  more  ceremony  he  kindly 
added,  ^^Herels  the  key  of  my  apartment  up-stairs, 
go  you  and  take  possession  of  it,  otherwise  you  will 
find  it  yery  diiScuU  to  procure  good  accommo- 
dation, for  the  king  being  here,  the  place  is 
crowded.*^  I  was  most  happy  to  accept  his  offer, 
and  made  good  my  possession. 

We  had  scarcdy  time  to  change  our  travelling 
attire  when  the  bell  announced  that  dinner  was 
served  at  the  general  table  for  the  visitors,  which 
was  arranged  at  the  upper  end  of  the  Kursaal,  a 
new  and  most  magnificent  structure  raised  fay  direc- 
tion of  the  king,  and  planned  chiefly,  I  bdieve^  by 
his  unrivalled  taste  in  every  thing  connected  with 
the  fine  arts«  It  is  a  spacious  square  building,  pre- 
senting externally  a  superb  colonnade,  and  towards 
the  principal  spa  walk  a  most  noble  portica  There 
is  a  tribune  fitted  up  for  the  royal  fiunily  over  the 
great  entrance^  to  which  drawing-iooms  and  other 
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apartments  are  adjoined.  Opposite  to  this  tribune 
is  the  orchestra,  with  whidi  also  sereral  apartments 
are  connected,  fitted  up  as  card-rooms.  But  I 
was  informed  that  his  majesty  had  strictly  for- 
Indden  all  games  of  hazard  here.  I  heard  cer- 
tainly of  no  gambling  going  on,  either  privately  or 
publicly,  while  we  were  at  the  spa.  The  dinner- 
tables  were  arranged  under  the  orchestra,  and  were 
so  crowded  when  we  went  in,  that  it  was  with 
diflSculty  we  could  find  places.  Like  all  German 
tables  dhSie^  loud  talk,  hearty  laughter,  and,  if 
possible,  more  hearty  eating  and  drinking,  were 
the  order  of  the  hour,  and  what  was  still  better, 
the  whole  company  seemed  to  constitute  one 
family.  We  were  at  cmce  reoeived  by  those  near 
us  in  the  most  cordial  manner.  I  need  hardly  add 
that  the  dinner  and  all  its  acomipaniments  of  wines 
and  fruits  were  of  the  best  description,  and  that 
the  charges  were  moderate,  as  erery  thing  in  the 
way  of  expense  here  is  r^ulated  by  tariff. 

When  I  had  more  time,  after  dinner,  to  examine 
the  internal  parts  of  the  Kursaal,  I  could  not  but 
admire  its  qMciousness,  its  true  dassic  character, 
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its  grand  flights  of  stairs  leading  to  the  ajqper 
ports  of  the  building,  its  floor  tesselated  by  mai^ 
bles  of  various  hues,  its  Corinthian  columns^  and 
its  five  glass  lustres  depending  from  the  beautifully 
frescoed  plafond,  which,  when  thej  are  all  lighted 
on  gala  nights,  must  indeed  give  to  this  saloon  a 
brightness  little  short  of  that  of  the  sun  itself* 

Opposite  to  the  building  in  which  we  had  our 
rooms,  there  is  another  splendid  structure^  well 
harmonizing  in  its  external  appearance  with  the 
Eursaal,  not  far  from  which  it  stands.  It  con* 
tains  a  considerable  number  of  apartments  upon  a 
somewhat  larger  scale  than  ours,  and  of  course 
more  expensive,  being  destined  especially  for  the 
use  of  private  families.  The  lower  parts  of  this 
building  are  occupied  entirely  with  baths—a  veiy 
great  convenience  to  invalids,  who  can  thus  avail 
themselves  of  the  waters  without  being  exposed  to 
the  changes  in  the  atmosphere. 

As  the  rain  (which  had  been  pouring  down  in 
torrents  all  the  morning)  still  continued  to  fidl, 
and  precluded  us  from  any  chance  of  out-door 
exercise,  I  returned  to  the  Eursaal,  where  I  found 
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a  great  number  of  visitors  assembled^  and  engaged 
in  dancing  the  Polonese.  This  was  followed  by 
a  game,  in  which  the  whole  company  formed  a 
cirde,  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  course  alter- 
nately placed,  and  each  sustaining  a  cord  which 
passed  all  round.  A  gentleman  or  lady  ran  con- 
stantly about  inside  the  circle,  his  or  her  object 
being  to  strike  the  cord  from  the  hands  of  any 
person  holding  it  carelessly.  If  the  attempt  were 
successful,  then  the  party  thus  losing  the  cord 
was  obliged  to  forfeit  his  or  her  place  to  the  assail'* 
ant,  and  to  go  through  a  similar  trial  until  a  si* 
milar  result  was  obtained.  This  sport  gave  rise  to 
infinite  fun  and  uproar,  conducted,  however,  with 
all  the  requisite  forms  of  politeness. 

The  next  game  was  of  this  description:  the 
ladies  and  gentlemen  were  all  drawn  up  in  two 
lines,  as  if  they  were  going  to  dance  the  gal- 
lopade.  The  partners  at  the  rear  of  all  then  ran 
quickly  forward  to  take  their  places  at  the  top 
of  the  line,  while  the  gentleman  immediately 
before  them  in  the  rear  rank  ran  after  the  lady, 
with  a  view  to  catch  the  fair  fugitive,  and  make 
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her  hi8  prize.  If  he  succeeded^  her  original  swain 
was  obliged  to  return  to  the  rear,  and  ttiake  an 
attempt  with  the  <<  fcvlom  one"  to  gain  the  top, 
he  being  subject  to  a  similar  rivaliy.  It  waa 
pleasant  to  mark  the  coquettish  schemes  by  which 
ladies  who  did  not  like  to  lose  their  original 
partners  contrived,  by  short  turns  or  wide  runs, 
to  dude  the  breathless  rivals  of  the  latter,  and  to 
recover  the  hand  which  they  wished  to  retain* 

While  I  waa  engaged  in  enjoying  these  merry 
sports,  a  benevolent-looking  elderly  Gennan,  who 
spoke  a  little  English,  placed  himsdf  beside  me 
upon  the  bench  where  I  was  sitting,  and  entemi 
into  conversation  with  me,  beginning  with  the 
usual  question — ^how  long  I  had  been  at  the  spa? 
I  answered,  that  I  had  arrived  only  that  day,  and 
added,  that  from  what  I  had  already  seen  of  the 
place,  I  thought  it  the  most  amusing  one  of  the 
kind  I  had  ever  visited*  I  then  asked  whether  the 
king  often  came  to  his  tribune  to  witness  the 
amusements.  '<  There  is  the  king,^  he  replied, 
pointing  to  one  of  the  most  active  runners  in  the 
scene  actually  going  on  before  me!     '^What!^ 
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said  I,  ^'  do  you  mean  to  say  that  that  gentleman 
dressed  in  the  dark  olive  firock-coat  and  nankeen 
trousers,  now  flying  after  his  partner,  is  the 
king?"  <<The  same/'  he  answered,  apparently 
amused  that  I  should  have  found  so  much  diffi- 
culty in  believing  his  assertion.  I  own  I  was 
surprised,  not  so  much,  periiaps,  at  his  majesty 
thus  appearing  so  funiliarly  amongst  his  subjects  ; 
for  that  I  was  fully  prepared  by  all  I  had  pre* 
viously  heard  and  read  of  his  condescension  and 
affability;  but  what  really  did  astcmidi  me  was 
his  wonderful  activity  at  his  age.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  if  he  had  proposed  to  race  against  the 
youngest  man  in  the  room,  be  would  have  dis- 
tanced him. 

The  presence  of  the  king,  of  course,  doubled 
the  interest  I  had  already  experienced  in  witnessing 
the  amusemoits  of  the  evening,  all  of  which  he 
himself  conducted  with  as  much  kindness  as  if  he 
had  been  enjoying  relaxation  with  his  own  nume* 
rous  and  lively  £unily.  By  the  bye,  I  should 
have  experienced  no  difficulty  in  recognizing  his 
majesty,  if,  before  I  had  arrived  at  Bruckenau^ 
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I  had  seen  the  lithograph  prints  of  the  royal 
family  which  I  subsequently  purchased  at  Mu- 
nich. In  one  of  these  the  whole  royal  group  is 
assembled— the  king,  queen,  crown  prince,  Otho  I. 
of  Greece,  and  the  younger  sons  and  daughters; 
in  the  other,  the  scene  of  Otho  resigned  by  his 
father  to  the  Greek  deputies,  as  their  future 
sovereign,  is  represented.  Both  of  these  prints 
are  capitally  executed,  and  the  portraits  of  the 
king  and  of  Otho,  whom  I  had  previously  seen  in 
Greece,  are  perfect  likenesses* 

The  final  game  of  the  evoiing  was  as  follows: 
the  whole  party  formed  into  one  line,  eadi  person 
holding  the  hand  of  the  one  next  to  him.  The 
king  led  the  long  line,  and  after  walking  up  the 
whole  length  of  the  saloon,  ascended  the  staircase 
of  the  orchestra,  and  occupied  the  front  for  a 
while,  looking  down  upon  the  non*active  portion 
of  the  company  below.  They  then  returned  in 
the  same  order,  a  loud  laugh  being  raised  at  the 
expense  of  any  person  who,  by  losing  his  hold, 
broke  any  of  the  links  of  the  chain.  The  purpose 
of  these  games  was,  I  need  scarcely  observe^  to 
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supply  by  in-door  exercise  the  want  of  that  which 
the  indonency  of  the  weather  had  rendered  it  im- 
possible for  the  company  to  enjoy  in  the  open 
air.  Thus  the  Kursaal  constitutes  an  essential  in- 
strument in  promoting  and  preserving  the  health 
of  the  visitors. 

During  an  interval  between  these  amusements, 
I  went  out  to  view  the  beautiful  colonnade  by 
which  the  Kursaal  is  ornamented  on  all  sides,  ex- 
cept that  of  the  portico-  It  adds  greatly  to  the 
splendid  appearance  of  tliis  structure,  which,  by  its 
style,  and  the  boldness  of  the  conception  that  gave 
it  birth,  seems  to  belong  rather  to  Greece,  in  its 
golden  age  of  genius  and  art,  than  to  modem 
minds  or  times.  Indeed,  I  do  not  remember  to 
have  seen  in  that  country  the  remains  of  any 
edifice,  the  Parthenon  alone  excepted,  at  all  ap- 
proaching the  scale  upon  which  the  Kursaal  has 
been  raised.  In  other  respects,  looking  especially 
to  its  situation  and  object,  it  recalled  to  my  re- 
membrance the  ruins  of  those  temples  of  health, 
usually  dedicated  to  iEsculapius,  which  I  found 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  ancient  baths,  remote 
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cities  and  towns.  I  ynited  tlie  tragmeota 
of  such  a  temple  en  my  wigr  to  EpidMmis.  The 
Kunael  is  seated  in  a  valley,  near  die  maigin 
«f  a  dense  fixest,  that  climhs  fadnnd  it  towards 
tbe  summit  of  the  F&ndsbeig,  which  lifts  on 
high  its  head,  hooded,  as  I  then  behdd  it,  in 
clouds. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

AfftfiteDed  BilABl>iitrliiitoK.  Tbe  King's  ClMaberiidB.  Ar- 
rangements for  a  Royal  Audience.  The  Baron  de  Xann.  Me- 
moirs of  Ferdinand  Vll.  My  connection  with  them.  Prohibited 
in  Bavarift.  Court4>re8s.  Tbib  King's  Residence.  Waiting- 
Room.  Andianoe-Room.  Hie  Audience.  Barariaa  Deputa- 
tion. His  Mqesty's  gracions  Demeanour.  His  Convenation* 
Situation  of  Brudkenan.  Its  EnTirons.  Its  Scenes  of  Soli- 
tude. Brooks  and  Shades.  Mystic  Skeeaes.  A  Bwik  of 
Violets.    Dolce  bi  Niente.    PrimitiTe  Peasantry. 

As  I  was  retuniing  to  Ae  scene  of  gaiety,  I 
observed  a  person  clothed  in  black,  wbo  subse- 
quently turned  out  to  be  one  of  the  En^ish  mis- 
flioiiaries,  deputed  to  aid  in  the  distribution  of  the 
Bible,  peeping  in  at  one  of  the  windows.  I  ad- 
dressed him  and  said  diat  he  might  €nter  the  saloon 
if  he  pleased,  and  witness  the  amus^nents  which 
were  gomg  on.    I  ladded  that  the  king  was  diere. 

''The  king r*  he  exdaimed— ^<  impossibler 
q2 
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I  repeated  my  assurance. 

"  Why  ^  said  he,  **  in  England,  persons  such 
as  I  am  would  not  be  allowed  to  go  within  a 
mile  of  our  sovereign  !^' 

<^  Nevertheless,  you  can  go  in  if  you  like  it,  and 
remain  as  long  as  you  wish,  without  interruption.'^ 

^^  But  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  seem  all  to  be- 
long to  his  majesty's  court.  I  could  not  think  of 
such  a  thing.*^ 

I  saw  there  was  no  use  in  trying  to  dissuade  him 
from  his  ridiculous  notions ;  he  went  on  from  win- 
dow to  window,  still  peeping  in  timidly,  with  his 
hands  behind  his  back  under  the  skirts  of  his  coat, 
treading  stealthily  and  lightly,  as  if  he  were  afraid 
that  his  footsteps  might  be  heard,  and  bring  the 
police  upon  him ! 

As  soon  as  the  company  was  beginning  to  dis-  ^ 
perse,  having  previously  made  due  inquiries  as  to 
my  course  of  proceeding,  I  presented  myself  to  the 
Baron  Hunottstein,  one  of  the  king^s  chambarlains 
then  on  duty,  and  mentioned  to  him  that  I  had  a 
small  packet  for  the  king.  The  baron,  who  spoke 
English  extremely  well,  received  me  in  the  hand- 
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somest  manner,  took  down  my  name  and  the  num-' 
ber  of  my  apartment,  and  added,  that  he  would 
lose  no  time  in  acquainting  his  majesty  with  my 
communication;  that  he  had  no  doubt  the  king 
would  see  me  when  next  he  gave  audience,  and 
that  he  (the  baron)  would  be  most  happy  to  render 
me  any  service  that  might  be  in  his  power  during 
my  sojourn  at  Bruckenau.  I  asked  him  permis- 
sion also  to  give  him  the  name  of  my  young  friend,' 
who  was  travelling  with  me,  which  he  immediately 
wrote  down* 

A  few  minutes  after,  the  Baron  de  Tann,  a  Ba 
varian  nobleman  of  large  fortune,  and  a  great 
favourite  of  the  king,  came  and  sat  by  me.  He  had 
been  much  in  England,  appeared  to  be  about  fifty 
years  of  age,  and  a  perfect  man  of  the  world.  He  said 
he  had  just  seen  my  name  in  the  hiernds  of  the  cham- 
berlain,  and  asked  me  whether  I  was  not  the  author 
of  the  '^Memoirs  of  Ferdinand  VII.  of  Spain.'* 
I  said  in  answer,  as  was  the  fact,  that  I  was  not  the 
author,  but  that  I  had  translated  the  work  in  ques- 
tion from  the  manuscript  copy  of  a  Spanish  advocate, 
«  particular  friend  of  mine,  whom  I  had  known  at 
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Mftiridy  but  who,  upon  the  subvefBioii  of  the  omi- 
stkntiDn  of  1810-81,  was  obl%ed  to  take  refuge  in 
Ettgland.  He  was  there  ia  very  indigent  chreum- 
slanoefl^  and  I  tranakted  hia  pioduclioa  to  enabk 
him  to  procine  a  fund  sufficient  to  defiraj  his  pas- 
sage to  Sooth  America,  wfaitfatr  he  wished  to  go. 
The  publication  having  ftiily  answefed  his  object 
in  that  respect,  he  repaired  to  Buenos  Ayves,  wheiie 
be  was  then  pursuing  his  profession.  As  to  the 
uomwtness  of  the  view  given  in  those  Memoirs  of 
the  character  of  Ferdinand,  I  could  only  obaenre, 
tfasEt  it  was  in  eveiry  respect  coDfennahk  widi  all 
diat  I  had  heard  of  that  sovereign  daring  my 
flOjjoum  in  Sprin,  from  [persons  whom  I  had  reaaoR 
to  oomtder  well  acquainted  with  his  actsom  and 
his  habits ;  nor  had  I  ever  seen  or  heard  of  any 
pnblioBtion  irhiA  contradicted  or  evai  questiaBed 
a  Magk  statement  oontaitied  in  the  work,  although 
it  met  with  a  ooasideraMe  circulatifHi  upon  the  oon- 
tinent,  Chfou^  the  medium  of  «  frencfa  version 
which  was  publidied  in  Paris*  I  found  it  necessary, 
or  at  least  I  deemed  it  expedient,  to  enter  into  dus 
explanation^  becanse  I  was  aware  that  these  Me- 
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moirs  were  wet  down  in  the  index  of  fiyrbidden 
books  in  the  absolute  states  of  the  continent. 

The  baron  then  chained  the  conversation,  and 
was  8o  good  as  to  nake  a  flattering  aUusiim  to  mj 
pablication  on  the  <<  Danube,^  which  he  said  he 
had  in  his  library.  He  added  that  he  was  verj 
food  of  our  literature,  and  had  a  oonsidefable  col- 
lectiott  of  the  productions  c^  most  of  our  best 
authors. 

The  fijiowing  morning  a  kingV  nwascnggr  waited 
opon  us  to  announce  that  his  majesty  would  see  us 
at  twelve  o^dock  on  that  day ;  and  that  we  were  to 
appear  in  Uack  coat,  waistcoat,  and  trousers,  white 
cravat,  and  gkrves.  The  cravat  we  easily  procured 
at  a  mSUner's  shop  hard  by,  and  at  the  i^pointed 
hour  we  walked  to  the  king's  resklence,  a  very 
modest  cottage-Eke  building,  situated  upon  a 
terrace  aft  the  end  of  the  pcamenade  which  foms 
one  d!  the  ornaments  of  the  spa.  Theedifice  is  of 
considerable  length ;  it  contains  apartments  for  the 
qoeen  and  the  whole  of  the  royal  £Emiily.  There 
are  in  front  several  parterres  of  flowers,  which  ave 
neatly  arranged,  without  the  subtest  approadi  to 
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any  thing  not  bearing  the  character  of  entire  sim- 
plicity. 

We  were  shewn  into  a  small  room,  the  furniture 
of  which  was  in  perfect  keeping  with  all  that  we 
had  yet  observed.  Some  >  eight  or  ten  other 
persons  were  already  waiting  for  an  audience. 
In  a  few  minutes  we  were  summoned  to  the 
presence  of  the  king,  whom  we  found  plainly 
dressed  in  brown  coat,  in  a  room  smaller  and 
even  less  pretending  than  the  one  we  had  just  left. 
We  formed  a  semicircle,  which  his  majesty  went 
round  hastily  at  first,  and  I  then  took  the  oppor- 
tunity, of  presenting  him  with  the  packet  which 
had  been  confided  to  my  care.  He  bowed  gra- 
ciously and  placed  it  on  a  side  table.  He  tl^en  re- 
turned to  the  head  of  the  semicircle,  and  entered  at 
some  length  into  conversation  with  two  or  three 
gentlemen  (Bavarians,)  who  appeared  to  be  a  depu- 
tation, upon  some  matter  in  which  they  had  a 
common  interest.  The  king  heard  their  statements 
with  the  utmost  attention,  and  asked  them  many 
questions  with  a  view  to  make  himself  master  of  the 
whole  subject.      He  talked  also  in  the  most  frank 
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and  easy  manner  with  the  other  persons  who  were 
above  us,  with  some  in  French,  with  others  in 
German.  He  changed  his  language  to  English 
when  he  again  came  to  us.  I  was  surprised  at  the 
facility  and  purity  of  accent  with  which  he  spoke. 
He  said  he  was  aware  that  I  bad  travelled  a  good 
deal.  I  observed  that  I  had  had  the  honour  of 
being  presented  to  his  son,  the  King  of  Greece,  at 
Napoli  di  Romania,  that  I  had  also  visited  Munich, 
which  was  so  much  indebted  to  bis  majesty,  and 
that  I  hoped  soon  to  see  it  again.  ^<  I  think,^  he 
said,  <<  you  will  find  it  still  further  improved."  He 
then  passed  on  to  Mr.  Bellew,  asked  him  whether 
this  was  his  iirst  tour  upon  the  continent,  and  ex- 
pressed his  hope  that  he  should  return  home  pleased 
with  his  excursion.  Having  completed  his  circuit, 
his  majesty  then  bowed  to  us  all,  and  we  quitted 
the  room,  much  delighted  by  our  reception. 

The  day  being  the  finest  we  had  had  for  some 
time,  I  proceeded,  after  dinner,  to  survey  the 
country  around  u&  Several  of  the  baths  are  situ- 
ated in  a  valley,  thrpugh  which  the  river  Sinn 
gracefully  wanders,  and  at  the  western  extremity 
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of  die  Rhongebirge  dudn  of  mountaiiis*  The 
Ughest  of  these  is  that  wbidi  rises  behincl  the 
king^s  resideiioe :  it  is  called  the  Harfliberg.  Upon 
its  suramit  is  seen  the  odebrated  mooasterj  of 
y odkersberg,  belongnig  to  the  order  of  St  Francis, 
a  fkvourite  excuraon  of  the  risitors  niien  Ae 
iveaAher  is  projutious.  Opposite  to  this  mountain 
rises  the  Sinnbei^,  through  ferests  of  lofty  beech 
trees.  The  river  springs  from  a  fountain  about 
Ibar  miles  dKstast  from  the  Tdlejr,  and  after  a  flhort 
course  joins  the  Maine. 

On  the  heights  all  round  are  sereral  handsome 
irillaS)  whidi  maj  be  hired  for  the  season.  The 
ynewB  from  these  habitatioos  upon  the  vaHej  of 
Ae  Sinn  are  enchanting.  Many  retired  walks  are 
formed  through  the  adjoining  woods,  and  often 
lead  along  the  margins  of  small  streams  whidi, 
emerging  from  the  ^  forests  deep,^  hasten  onward 
in  their  garrulous  course  to  mingle  with  the 
Sinn. 

I  could  not  for  a  while  withdraw  from  some 
sweet  scenes  of  sofitude  upon  whidi  I  had  alighted 
in  the  course  of  m j  excursion.    M  j  walk  at  fint 
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conducted  wae^  beneath  the  shade  of  poplars,  by  a 
limpid  brook,  which  fed  a  small  pond  containing 
fish  for  the  supply  of  the  king's  table*  Imme- 
diately on  my  right  was  a  meadow,  and  beyond  it 
a  dense  wood  rising  to  the  sky.  A  beU  fifom  the 
diapel  in  the  valley  sounded  for  the  Angdus*  On 
my  left  stretched  a  bank  of  yari^-coknired  poppies 
interspersed  with  marigold,  i;^n  the  edge  of  a  pas- 
tursge  field,  in  which  cows  were  ruminating  beneath 
the  apreadkig  bnmches  of  the  elm— Omn^  peeu$ 
sub  ukno  est — indicating  the  sultriness  id  the 
hour. 

Thiough  the  fdiage  I  now  and  then  cao^t 
glimpses  upon  the  distant  declivities  of  oom-fidds, 
in  several  of  whidi  reafien  were  busy.  A  breeze 
occasionally  swept  down  Aom  the  hill  sides,  start- 
ling the  sleeping  branches  of  the  trees,  and  passing 
away  in  voices  that  seemed  to  bdong  to  some 
other  world.  Do  such  notes  come  to  warn  or  con' 
sole  us  ?  Softer  were  the  songs  of  the  riUs  that 
rippled  thiough  the  green  grass  hard  by^  More 
pleasant  it  was  to  bdiold  the  colours  of  aun  and 
cloud  chasing  each  other  along  the  Usip^  c£  the 
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forests,  dark  to  the  root,  but  above  a  waving  field 
for  the  play  of  all  the  heavenly  lights. 

Moving  lazily  onward,  I  sat  down  upon  a  bank 
of  blue-bells  and  violets,  through  which  crept  the 
convolvulus,  shewing  its  many  azure  and  snow- 
white  chalices.  The  honeysuckle  was  here,  and 
varieties  of  open-leaved  flowers  full  of  £ujna, 
crowded  with  bees  intent  upon  their  labours  for 
procuring  the  materials  of  their  cells.  Butterflies 
in  pairs  were  everywhere  enjoying  their  too  brief 
honeymoons.  I  gave  myself  entirely  up  to  the 
dolce  far  niente^  "poring  o*er  the  brook  that 
babbled  by."  Though  dark  clouds,  by  intercept- 
ing the  rays  of  the  sun,  caused  occasionally  a 
chillness  in  the  air,  yet  the  moment  they  disap- 
peared the  genial  heat  returned,  and  brought  with 
it  a  delicious  air,  impregnated  with  the  fimgranoe  of 
new -mown  hay.  Peasants  walked  by  attired  in  the 
primitive  three-cornered  hat,  leather  smallclothes, 
and  blue  stockings.  They  were  accompanied  by 
women  with  their  long  wicker  baskets  on  their 
backs,  filled  with  their  marketings  of  the  day. 
The  younger  damsels  in  their  train  wore  a  white 
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handkerchief  on  the  head,  plaided  gowns,  yellow 
shawls,  and  blue  stockings,  bearing  on  their  arms 
baskets  covered  over  with  white  towels.  On  the 
right  a  torrent  was  foaming  down  through  the 
rocks.  I  could  discern  it  like  a  silver  thread  on 
its  first  issuing  from  the  summit  of  the  moun- 
tain 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

The  King's  Pic-nic  Party.  Waggon  Ptoaengara.  llieir  comfort- 
able Condition.  TheSinnberg.  The  Pic-nic  Table.  AfUnlity^ 
of  the  King.  Viewa  from  the  Sinnberg.  Retom  to  Brockcnaii. 
Scene  on  the  Promenade.  Peraonal  Habita  of  the  King.  His 
Attention  to  Bnaineia.  His  Poetry.  Diificnlty  of  tranalating 
German  Vene.  The  King's  Sonnet  to  tiie  Qneen.  Waters  of 
Brackenan.  Highly  praised  by  Dr.  OranyiUe.  My  Note  to 
Baron  de  Tann.    Captain  Bishop. 

Just  as  I  returned  to  my  chamber,  a  message 
came  from  the  king  inviting  me  to  a  pic-nic  party 
which  his  majesty  proposed  to  give  the  same  after- 
noon. A  similar  commonicadon  was  made  to 
Mr.  Bellew.  Having  been  informed  that  our  dress 
was  to  be  the  same  as  when  we  had  audience  of  his 
viAJestjy  we  lost  no  time  in  making  our  pre- 
parations. A  similar  entertainment  was  given  a 
fortnight  before^  and  the  visitors  whom  it  was  not 
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then  possible  to  provide  with  vehicles  were  suow 
moiled  QD  the  preaeiit  occaiion. 

At  the  appomted  hour  (half-past  lour)  all  the 
carriages  which  the  king  had  with  him  at  Bruok- 
eoaa  were  driven  to  the  middle  of  the  promenade^ 
the  coarhmen  and  footmen  in  their  state  liverie^ 
and  the  horses  in  their  gay  caparisons.  Soon 
after,  a  long  rustic  waggon,  without  any  springs 
with  hewheti  arranged  along  its  sides,  made  its  i^ 
peanyooe.  The  king  immediatdy  came,  and  ascend- 
ing the  waggon  by  a  small  step  ladder,  he  took  his 
seat  at  the  tap  of  the  yehide:  he  was  followed  by 
the  Baron  de  Tann»  his  two  chamberlains,  Dtsr.  the 
Baron  Hunottestein  and  the  Count  Fappenheim, 
shd  some  other  gentlemen  of  his  suite.  A  whole 
bevy  of  ladies  next  climbed  the  ladder,  amidst  an 
abundance  cf  laughter^  and  for  want*  of  better 
accommodation,  Mr.  Bellew  and  a  fow  other  of  the 
younger  esquires  were  oUiged  to  at  upon  the 
edges  ci  the  waggun,  and  get  on  as  well  as  they 
could. 

I  had  the  honour  of  bong  invited  by  the 
director  of  the  ceremonies  to  take  my  seat  in 
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of  the  Toyal  carriages,  by  the  side  of  the  lady  of 
Captain  Bishop,  a  friend  of  mine,  whom  I  had 
met  at  Bruckenau.  All  things  haying  been 
arranged,  off  we  set,  the  waggon,  heavily  laden, 
leading  the  way  towards  the  summit  of  the  Sinn- 
berg,  by  a  road  which  soon  became  rough  enough 
to  make  the  sitters  on  the  edges  of  the  *  wag- 
gon feel  themselves  placed  not  in  the  most 
comfortable  positions  in  the  world;  the  sudden 
jerks,  against  which  they  found  it  difficult  to 
contend,  threatening  to  eject  them  every  moment, 
caused  great  amusement  amongst  the  ladies,  who 
administered  to  them  much  sage  but  inefiectual 
advice  upon  the  occasion. 

At  length  we  arrived,  without  accident,  at  a 
sheltered  spot  near  the  pinnacle  of  the  mountain, 
where  we  found  tables  arranged,  well  furnished 
with  every  species  of  confectionery,  hot  mulled 
wine,  lemonade^  and  ices.  The  warmed  wine  was 
by  no  means  unacceptable  to  many  of  us,  as, 
although  the  sun  shone  out  through  an  unclouded 
sky,  there  was  a  cold  t:hill  in  the  mountain  air, 
against  which  our  court  dress,  such  as  it  was, 
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prevented  us  fiom  providing  by  the  addition  of 
cloaks.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  affability  of 
the  king  to  all  his  guests ;  he  sat  at  the  head  of 
the  principal  table,  and  had  some  kind  word  to 
say  to  everybody  near  him.  Of  course,  he  had  all 
the  ladies  under  his  particular  care :  for  those  of  his 
guests  who  were  not  within  reach  of  his  voice  he  had 
DOW  and  ihen  some  gracious  and  hospitable  mes- 
sage. His  chamberlains  conducted  the  gentlemen 
to  the  summit  of  the  mountain,  and  pointed  out 
the  beauties  of  the  scenery  all  round.  The  picture 
was  truly  a  most  splendid  one,  embracing  views 
of  vast  forests,  tops  of  numberless  mountains, 
ruins  of  churches,  convents,  and  castles,  charming 
valleys  and  sylvan  uplands,  the  winding  Sinn 
below,  thousands  of  cascades  rusliing  towards  it, 
and  villages  with  their  spires  shining  out  in  the 
light  of  the  declining  sun. 

Having  remained  upwards  of  two  hours  enjojdng 
the  good  things  set  before  us,  and  the  grandeur  of 
the  scenery  which  our  commanding  position  enabled 
us  to  behold,  we  set  out  upon  our  return,  the  wag- 
gon passengers,  including  his  majesty,  descending 
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OD  foot,  while  those  whose  better  ludc  had  nmgtmi 
tbem  places  in  the  royal  carriages  resumed  their 
preyious  seats.  Upon  our  re-uniou  in  the  midst  of 
the  jMomenade,  we  all  surrounded  the  king,  when 
one  of  the  oldest  frequenters  of  the  spa,  expressed 
to  his  majesty  our  very  cordial  thanks  for  this 
gracious  token  of  his  hospitality,  and  our  furayer 
that  he  might  still  long  continue  to  be,  as  he  long 
had  been,  the  beloved  father  of  his  peofde.  His 
TOMLjestj,  taking  off  his  hat,  bowed  his  thanks,  and 
walked  on,  accompanied  by  his  suite,  to  his  cottage- 
palace.  Assuredly  a  monarch  who  finds  his  best 
delight  in  thus  mingling  with  his  subjects,  every 
day  winning  more  and  more  of  their  affection,  must 
be  animated  by  an  ambition  infinitely  preferaUe  to 
that  which  stimulates  other  possessors  of  thrones  to 
increase  their  dominions  by  fixeign  conquests,  reck- 
less of  all  the  blood  they  shed  and  the  treasure 
they  squander,  in  order  to  attain  their  object 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  observe  that  in  his 
personal  expenditure,  as  well  as  in  that  of  his  fiunfly 
and  court,  there  is  not  a  more  frugal  sovereign  in 
Europe  than  Louis  of  Bavaria.    He  is  frugal,  not 
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with  a  view  to  hoard  up  money  in  foreign  f  ands,  as 
other  crowned  heads  are  known  to  do,  but  to 
accumulate  in  every  form,  in  his  captal,  and  even 
in  the  most  remote  districts  of  his  kingdom,  speci* 
mens  of  the  fine  arts,  executed  in  the  highest  styk 
of  perfection.  His  pure  classical  taste,  inspired  by 
a  warm  and  brilliant  imagination,  forbids  him  to 
attempt  any  work  undeserving  the  approval  of 
the  most  severe  critic  and  the  applause  of  future 
ages. 

His  habits  at  Bruckenau  are,  as  I  was  informed 
by  some  of  those  best  acquainted  with  them,  of  the 
most  sample  kind,  touched  with  a  disposition  to 
romance  which  he  has  shewn  firom  his  youth  up- 
wards. He  rises^early,  walks  a  great  deal,  always 
alone,  through  the  woods  and  moimtains  around, 
preferring  the  margins  of  the  brooks  which  flow 
through  those  charming  scenes  in  great  abundance. 
He  often  sits  down  beneath  die  shade  of  a  tree,  or 
upon  a  flowery  bank,  to  listen  to  their  music,  for- 
getting altogether,  for  the  time,  that  he  has  upcai 
his  shoulders  the  weight  of  a  kingdom.  But  he 
has  his  stated  hours  for  business,  to  which  he  re- 
r2 
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gularly  attends :  he  had  with  hiin  at  Bruckenau  his 
celebrated  minister,  M.  Abell,  and  a  member  of 
his  oouocil  of  state,  M.  SchQcher,  together  with 
several  secretaries,  who  were  said  to  be  constantly 
employed. 

As  a  husband  and  the  father  of  a  family,  Louis 
is  a  model  for  soverdgns.  Neither  the  queen,  nor 
any  of  their  children  were  with  him  upon  this  occa- 
sion. It  is  very  well  known  that  his  majesty  has 
published  several  volumes  of  poetry,  chiefly  con- 
taining his  meditations  upon  the  series  he  had 
visited,  and  the  objects  of  art  which  he  admired  in 
Greece  and  Italy.  But  amongst  his  effusions  are 
found  many  admirable  thoughts  upon  the  philo- 
sophy of  life,  which  speak  a  high  and  gifted  mind, 
deeply  imbued  with  a  sense  of  religion,  and  a 
true  feeling  as  to  the  vanity  of  all  human  enjoy- 
ments. 

A  translation  has  been  made  of  these  compositions 
into  English  verse,  but  it  is  the  work  of  an  inferior 
hand,  and  altogether  fails  to  give  a  just  notion  of 
the  poetic  power  that  pervades  the  original.  Indeed, 
nothing  can  be  more  diflicult  than  for  an  English- 
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man  to  produce  any  thing  like  an  adequate  version 
of  German  poetry.  The  idiom  of  the  language 
offers  many  obstacles,  but  the  idealism,  the 
turn  of  thought,  the  sort  of  perfection  aimed 
at  by  a  Grerman  poet,  present  stiU  more.  Several 
poems,  highly  popular  in  Germany,  have  been 
translated  into  our  language,  but  they  have  ob- 
tained in  that  dress  no  admiration ;  it  is  only  our 
German  scholars  who  have  been  able  to  appreciate 
them. 

A  sonnet,  addressed  by  Louis  to  his  queen, 
has,  however,  been  tolerably  rendered  by  the 
translator.  I  quote  it  as  a  specimen  rather  of 
the  poetry  of  the  heart  than  of  the  imagina- 
tion :— 


**  Thoa  art  aa  angd,  ever  fair  and  kind, 
lliy  being  ia  aa  mild  aa  aoininer  ddea : 
In  thee  both  tmth  and  oonatmcy  ariae. 
Each  gnoe  and  virtue  pietnred  in  thy  i 
Around  thy  heart  repentance  cannot  wind» 
For  every  vice  that  holy  dwelling  ffiea: 
There  innooence  reaidea  iSbat  knows  not  ri|^ 
And  goodneaa  to  thy  gentle  care  conaignod. 
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Idk«  fhe  foft  floiriiitf  «f  A  yladd  stieuii 
l¥)ucli  nofei  thnN^  flowa^  and  tfarongfafiBrtfle^^ 
Whera  ibirett  dianu  of  ■pring-tide  brightiy  gieun. 
Are  an  the  hours  wludi  tlij  aoft  praaenoe  yidda ; 
WHift  paaoe  of  amd  and  wfldnwa  do  tlMff  tse«, 
And  bamn  aach  aflftta  pM  and  krigbtilf  pUi." 

The  excellent  qualities  of  the  waters  of  Bruck- 
enau  were  originally  discovered  by  the  abbots  of 
Fulda,  to  the  diocese  of  which  city  the  spa 
belonged,  until,  by  the  arrangements  made  in 
1816,  it  became  a  part  of  the  dominions  of  Ba- 
varia. The  reader  will  find  in  Dr.  Grranville's 
work  a  very  favourable  account  of  the  springs  of 
this  place.  There  is  hardly  any  complaint  upon 
which,  according  to  his  authority,  they  do  not 
exercise  a  salutary  influence.  He  notices  a  re- 
markable source  of  fresh  water,  so  very  pure  that 
chemists  who  have  analyzed  it  have  pronounced  it 
identical  with  distilled  water,  and  have  used  it  as 
such.  The  doctor  especially  extols  the  Bruck- 
enauer,  "  the  peculiar  efiects  of  which,'*  he  says, 
*^are  in  a  high  degree  exciting,  warming,  as- 
tringent, and  strengthening.  It  increases  and 
quickens  the  drcuIatioD  of  the  blood  and  lym- 
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pbatic  system,  and  improves  and  especiallj  aug- 
ments the  red  partides  of  tbe  blood,  gtving  colour 
to  the  most  falandied  cheeks.  On  the  other 
hand,  although  it  imparts  tone  to  the  whole 
bodj,  it  qiiiets  first,  and  lastlj  arrests,  every 
symptom  of  irregular  mobility  of  the  nervous 
system. 

On  the  day  fixed  upon  for  our  departure,  there 
was  to  have  been  a  boar  hunt  in  the  neighbouring 
forest,  to  which  we  were  invited ;  but  as  the  day 
turned  out  most  unfigivourahly,  we  proceeded  on 
our  journey  to  Kissingen,  I  having  previously  ad- 
dressed to  the  Baron  de  Tann  a  note,  of  which  the 
following  is  a  copy  :— 

<<  Bruckenau,  6th  August,  1841. 
**SiE,— You  would  exceedingly  oblige  Mr. 
Bellew  and  myself,  if,  at  some  convenient  oppor- 
tunity, you  would  do  us  the  favour  to  mention 
to  the  king  the  feelings  of  profound  gratitude 
with  which  we  have  been  inspired  by  the  most 
gracious  reception  which  his  majesty  condescended 
to  accord  to  us  yesterday.    His  majesty^s  afTa- 
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bility  and  kindness  upon  that  occasion  have  left 
an  impression  upon  our  minds,  which  we  shall 
warmly  cherish  to  the  latest  moment  of  our  ex- 
istence. 

''  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c.^ 

Captain  Bishop  had  informed  us  that  all  the 
hotels,  and  even  the^  Eurhaus,  at  Kissingen  were 
quite  full ;  and  he,  therefore,  very  kindly  lent  us 
his  own  rooms,  which  he  kept  engaged  during  his 
excursicHi  to  Bruckenau.  It  pained  me  to  observe 
that  neither  the  waters  of  Kissingen  or  Bruckenau 
had  produced  the  sli^test  effect  upon  a  malady 
with  which  he  had  been  for  some  time  aflSicted, 
causing  almost  incessant  pain  in  the  head.  He 
was  passionately  fond  of  fishing,  and  having  seen 
him  more  than  once  above  his  knees  in  the  marshes 
of  the  Sinn,  pursuing  his  irresistible  amusement, 
I  strenuously  remonstrated  with  him,  entertaining 
no  doubt  that  if  he  wished  to  prolong  his  cam- 
plaint,  he  could  take  no  more  effectual  step  For  his 
purpose  than  that  of  wading  through  those  odd 
morasses.    But  my  entreaties  were   unavailable. 
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I  again  met  him  at  Boulogne-sur-Mer,  in  the 
Febraaiy  of  the  following  year,  on  his  way  to 
London,  where  he  yery  speedily  died,  leaving 
behind  him  one  of  the  most  affectionate  and 
amiaUe  wives  whom  it  has  been  my  good  fortune 
to  know. 
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CHAPTER  XXL 

Kittiiigen.  Its  Promenade.  Hie  Knriums.  Gembling.  Hie 
Queea  of  Wortemberg.  A  Concert.  A  conceited  Perfonner. 
Great  repute  of  the  Waters.  Consumption  hj  the  Peasantry. 
Gaiety  of  the  Promenade.  Gaaeoos  Springs.  The  Saline 
Foimtain.  Its  intermittent  diaracter.  Wall  of  Fagots.  Gas 
from  the  Spring.  Denmty  of  the  Gas.  Its  efficacy  aa  a  Core 
for  Sore  Eyes.  Dr.  GranTille's  account  of  thb  Spring.  Its 
Artesian  Depth.  Its  supply  of  Brine.  Theory  of  its  Inter- 
mittance. 

EissiNGEN  is,  as  to  gaiety  and  fashion,  quite 
the  reverse  of  Bruckenau.  It  is  understood  to  be 
the  king^s  wish  to  keep  the  latter  place  as  quiet  as 
possible,  and  to  limit  to  the  present  accommodations 
the  number  of  its  visitors.  Indeed,  any  further 
augmentation  of  them,  and  above  all,  any  course 
of  public  amusements,  such  as  are  to  be  met  with  at 
Baden  Baden,  Weisbaden,  and  elsewhere,  would 
be  altogether  out  of  character  at  Bruckenau,  the 
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pfevailii^  features  of  which  we  solitude  and 
repose. 

But  upon  EissiDgen  his  majesty  has  been  lavish 
of  omament  of  every  kind.  A  splendid  prome- 
nade, which  runs  in  front  of  the  principal  buildings 
from  one  end  of  a  long  street  to  the  other,  pro* 
duces  a  most  imposbg  effect.  The  Euihaui^ 
which  affords  apartments  to  a  great  number  of 
visitors,  is  a  very  plain  edifice;  but  it  is  to  be 
replaced  by  one  of  a  more  stylish  appearance. 
The  building  in  which  concerts  and  assemblies  are 
carried  on  is  magnificent.  I  am  sorry  to  add  that 
gambling  is  here  openly  allowed^  and  that  the 
tables  are  too  wdl  attended  during  the  portions  of 
the  day  not  devoted  to  the  table  tThdte. 

Kissingen  was,  not  many  years  ago^  an  insig- 
nificant village,  but  has  already  grown  up  into  an 
important  town,  by  reason  of  the  valuable  mineral 
and  saline  springs  whidi  have  been  discovered  both 
in  the  town  itself  and  its  environs.  It  has  not 
been  as  yet  much  frequented  by  the  English.  Its 
jNincipal  visitors  are  Russians  and  Germans.  The 
Queen  of  Wurtemberg  happened  to  be  there  dur- 
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iog  our  short  sojourn. '  When  she  appeared  on  the 
promenade,  with  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  her 
suite,  the  central  walk  was  by  a  tacit  convention 
surrendered  entirely  to  her  use.  Her  presence,  of 
course,  added  much  to  the  ordinary  gaiety  of  the 
place.  Soon  after  our  arrival,  seeing  a  crowd  of 
well-dressed  persons  wending  towards  the  concert- 
room,  I  followed  their  example,  .but  was  very 
moderately  repaid  for  my  trouble^  the  principal 
part  of  the  exhibition  consisting  of  a  series  of  ela* 
borate  displays  upon  the  flute,  by  a  boy  of  about 
fourteen  years  of  age,  one  of  the  most  ooncdted 
specimens  of  precocious  performers  I  have  ever 
beheld.  His .  brazen  front  and  self-complacency 
were  beyond  endurance. 

Eissingen  is  in  the  centre  of  a  valley  through 
which  runs  the  Saale.  It  is  surrounded  in  the 
immediate  neighbourhood  by  pleasant  meadows, 
beyond  which  are  corn-fields,  and  then  hills  of  no 
great  height,  whose  acclivities  are  clothed  with  the 
vine.  It  contains  about  fifteen  hundred  inhabi- 
tants, and  in  the  season  (July  and  August)  is 
thronged  with  full  two  thousand  strangers.    The 
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waters  of  this  place  enjoy  great  fame  in  cases  of 
female  infertility — ^with  what  justice  let  medical 
men  relate. 

*  I  can  certainly  attest  that  I  saw  great  numbers 
of  the  country-women  seated  on  the  benches  of  a 
sunken  terrace,  in  which  are  situated  the  two 
most  potent  springs,  denominated  the  Fandur  and 
the  Rakuczy.  It  being  Sunday,  they  were  all  in 
their  gala  attire,  numbers  of  them  in  the  Tyrolese 
costume,  with  the  high-pointed  hat,  others  wearing 
black  caps,  with  long  tails  of  riband  dangling 
behind.  They  were  incessantly  drinking  large 
beakers  of  these  waters ;  and  none  of  them  went 
away  without  taking  with  them  additional  sup- 
plies in  stone  bottles. 

The  day  turned  out  remarkably  fine  soon  after 
twelve  o'clock.  A  large  and  gay  party,  including 
the  Prince  Hohenlohe  and  pther  persons  of  dis- 
tinction, attended  the  Queen  of  Wurtemberg  on 
the  promenade;  she  was  extremely  affable  to 
those  around  her.  After  taking  a  turn  or  two, 
she  stood  a  few  moments  at  the  end  of  the  walk, 
when  a  circle  was  formed  and  she  selected  some 
new  person  to  converse  with  on   resuming  her 
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pronMnade.  Her  majesty  was  acoompanied  by 
her  daughters,  and  looked  in  exceUent  health. 
I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  apply  a  similar  remark 
to  the  great  mass  of  the  visitors  wbcMii  I  saw 
at  Edssingen;  they  seemed  full  of  q>iiits,  and 
in  the  enjoyment  of  many,  at  least,  of  the 
benefits    which  these  springs  are  celebrated    for 


One  of  the  fountains  very  near  the  town  yields 
a  delidoos  beversge  not  unlike  the  Seltzer  water : 
when  first  drawn  up  in  the  glass,  it  appears 
perfectly  limpid;'  but  it  soon  exhibits  gas-bubbles 
upon  its  surface,  which  break  with  a  hissing 
noise.  The  people  all  about  here  use  it  at  dinno*, 
and  are  unanimous  in  praise  of  its  refreshing 
qualities;  it  is  slightly  acidulous. 

The  great  <<  lion  ^  of  Kissingen  is  the  singular 
intermittent  saline  sprii^,  which  is  ntuated  within 
a  mile  or  two  <^  the  town;  it  is  certainly  a 
great  natund  curiosity,  and  as  I  have  especial 
reason  (through  mere  accident)  to  feel  thankful 
to  it,  I  will  describe  it  with  some  degree  of 
minuteness.  Taking  one  of  the  v^cles  whiefa 
are  all  day  employed  in  conveying  visitors  to  and 
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finoBi  the  fipring,  ire  speedily  arrived  in  sight  o^ 
a  vast  wall,  raised  to  a  great  height,  and  com- 
posed entirely  of  fagots  of  wood,  pressed  between 
long  wooden  spars;  these  fagots  were  much  dis- 
ccdoured  with  oxide  of  iron,  and  many  of  them 
were  encnisted  with  a  tstalactite  matter  consisting 
of  carbonate  of  lime;  these  two  results  being 
produced  by  the  tridcling  through  the  sprays  d 
the  &gots  of  the  saline  water  that  drc^yped 
through  them  £rom  reservoirs  at  the  top,  which 
extended  the  whole  length  of  the  narrow  pile. 

Before  proceeding  further  in  examination  of 
this  machinery,  we  entered  the  shed  in  which  the 
fountain  is  placed ;  looking  down,  Ml  first  we  could 
only  see  a  wdl  of  ordinsry  sice  and  form,  in  which 
no  water  appeared.  We  were  infomied  that  it 
had  subsided  some  time,  but  would  now  speedily 
return.  Over  the  wdl  was  suspended  an  inverted 
funnd,  which  might  be  let  down  by  chains  to  the 
surface  <^  the  waters  when  they  arrived  at  a 
certain  he^t,  the  object  of  this  apparatus  being 
to  collect  the  carbonic  acid  gas,  whidi  preceded 
the  riong  waters  in  great  qctantities,  and  to  convqr 
k  through  tiUies  to  a  chamber  where   invalida 
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afflicted  with  cutaneous  complaints  took  this  bath 
of  the  gas,  it  is  said,  with  great  advantage. 

Presently  an  upward  rush  of  the  gas  indicated 
the  return  of  the  waters,  and  as  they  rose,  the 
stratum  of  gas  became  so  dense,  that  two  or  three 
young  medical  students,  who  were  standing  round 
the  shaft,  collected  it  in  their  hats,  and  amused 
themselves  by  trying  who  could  keep  their  faces 
immerged  in  their  hats  the  longest.  The  reader 
will,  perhaps,  remember  my  having  stated  in  a 
former  chapter  the  suffering  I  experienced  from 
the  inflammation  of  the  interior  <^  my  eydids. 
Subsequently  to  my  departure  from  Wurtzbui^, 
the  inflammati<m  rather  increased  than  diminished, 
and  the  veiy  day  I  visited  this  saline  spring  the 
pain  was  particularly  severe.  Following  the  ex- 
ample of  the  students,  I  also  took  into  my  hat  a 
quantity  of  the  gas,  and  held  my  &ce  in  it  as 
long  as  I  could,  with  my  eyes  open.  The  moment 
that  I  removed  my  hat  I  no  longer  felt  in  my 
eyelids  the  slightest  symptom  of  inflammation; 
all  pain  was  gone;  the  redness  of  the  parts,  the 
gummy  secretions  at  the  corners  of  the  eyes  with 
which  it  had  been  accompanied,  instantly  disap- 
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peared,  and  from  that  moment  to  this  I  have 
never  had  any  return  of  the  complaint.  I  should 
not  have  thought  of  mentioning  a  circumstance 
so  entirely  personal^  had  I  not  conceived  that  I 
was  performing  a  public  service  by  making  known 
the  very  useful  quality  of  this  gas  in  effecting 
cures  of  this  description,  of  which  no  person  to 
whom  I  had  spoken  upon  the  subject  in  Kissingen 
had  ever  heard  before. 

I  had  not  then  seen  Dr.  Granville's  admirable 
book  on  the  spas  of  Germany.  Upon  since 
reading  his  detailed  and  accurate  account  of  this 
spring,  I  do  not  find  that  he  had  any  idea  of  its 
effects  in  the  way  I  have  just  stated.  What  he 
says  of  it  is  this:-— <<  As  I  stood  near  and  over 
the  shaft,  I  experienced  all  the  effects  of  an  ex- 
posure to  the  gas  in  question.  The  skin  of  my 
face,  my  eyes,  and  my  lips  felt  a  pricking  sensa- 
tion ;  the  head  became  confused,  and  the  breathing 
asthmatic.  I  remarked  that  my  feet  became  quite 
heated  by  standing  on  the  margin  of  the  spring ; 
and  when  I  filled  my  hat  with  the  gas  and 
placed  it  on  my  head,  that  part  of  my  body  felt 
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presently  in  a  glow.^  It  is  witU  a  view  to  its 
stimulating  consequences  in  the  latter  respect  that 
the  ga»»bath  is  used. 

The  shaft  itself  is  eight  feet  in  diameter,  and 
no  more  than  twenty^five  feet  in  depth.  It  had 
at  one  time  lessened  so  materially  in  its  ordinary 
supply,  that  in  1822  a  boring  upon  the  Artesian 
system  was  resorted  to,  which  was  carried  to  a 
depth  of  nearly  three  hundred  feet,  and  four 
inches  in  diameter,  through  the  compact  sand- 
stone. Since  then  the  supply  has  been  abundant, 
dischar^ng  forty  cubic  feet  of  brine  in  a  minute. 
The  periods  of  its  subsiding  and  return  are 
irregular^  sometimes  disappearing  for  more  than 
an  hour,  sometimes  for  not  more  than  a  quarter 
of  that  time.  Several  attempts  have  been  made 
by  scientific  men,  amongs  others  by  Dr.Osann, 
of  Wurtzburg,  to  account  for  this  phenomenon. 
It  is  well  known  that  there  are  wdils  of  pure 
water  in  several  countries,  which  ebb  and  flow 
with  great  regularity,  and  that  theories  have  been 
invented  with  a  view  to  explain  them,  most  of 
which  appear  to  be  characterised  by  probability* 
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Dr«  Oium's  coojeotute  with  mpeet  to  the  cause 
of  the  variations  in  the  fbuntain  in  queation  may 
be  summed  up  in  a  few  words. 

He  assumes  that  the  brine  rises  from  a  reservoir 
{daced  within  die  bowds  of  the  eaith,  with  whidi 
the  Artesian  tube  communicates.  Tlie  watars, 
he  thinks,  are  presKd  into  this  tube,  and  made 
to  ascend  in  it  by  the  pressure  of  the  heavy 
stratum  of  gas  developed  from  the  brine.  As 
the  brine  ascends,  and  the  reservoir  is  in  part 
emptied,  the  gas  expands,  or  becomes  rarified, 
and  the  result  is,  that  it  escapes  through  the 
channels  in  the  earth,  by  which  the  brine  had 
previously  found  its  way  into  the  reservoir.  As 
soon  as  the  heavy  pressure  is  removed  by  the 
escape  of  the  gas,  the  waters  gradually  rise  again 
in  the  reservoir,  fresh  quantities  of  the  gas  are 
generated,  and  until  the  gas  becomes  sufficiently 
accumulated  over  the  surface  of  the  element  to 
press  it  again  upwards  through  the  Artesian  tube, 
the  quantity  of  the  brine  remaining  in  the  tube 
must  of  course  faU,  until  it  is  met  by  the  new 
j'eaction. 

It  appears  to  me  extremely  probable  that  this 
s  S 
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is  a  very  near  approach,  as  fJBur  as  it  goes,  to  a 
correct  exposition  of  the  cause  of  the  f^eno- 
menon;  and  if  the. times  of  the  rising  and  sub- 
siding of  the  water  had  been  more  regular,  the 
theory  might  be  deemed  satisfactory.  Hiese  ir- 
regularities the  learned  doctor  may,  perhaps,  be 
enabled  to  account  for,  upon  further  inquiries 
into  this  interesting  subject. 
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Bztnctiiig  the  Silt  from  the  Brine.  Purificitkm  of  tfaeBrine. 
Cool  Promenade.  Lady  Morgan.  Her  fint  Work.  Booklet. 
Its  Waters  and  AttractUmi.  Departure  for  Saze-MeiningenJ 
Situation  of  the  Town.  Qneen  Adelaide.  InhalntantB.  Jewi. 
Tlieir  Quarter.  The  Lutheran  Church.  Catholic  Omameoti 
and  Utensils.  Iron  Cabmet.  Degradation  of  the  Church. 
Aspect  of  the  Town.  New  Ducal  Castle.  Its  Gothic  Style. 
Painted  Glass  Windows.  Prospect  from  the  CasOe.  Whiter 
Palaoe.    Female  Guide.    Pamtings. 

With  respect  to  the  process  for  extracting  the 
salt  from  the  brine,  the  ordinary  mode  would  have 
been  to  have  it  conveyed  at  once  to  boilers,  ia 
which  the  fluid  parts  would  have  been  evaporated^ 
and  the  residuum  of  salt,  when  disconnected  from 
all  its  earthy  and  other  grosser  materials,  would 
have  been  rendered  available*  It  was  found,  how^ 
ever,  that  this,  the  simple  and  ordinary  process,* 
was  attended  with  the  consumption  of  such  a  vast 
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quantity  of  fiiel,  that  the  expense  of  obtainuig  the* 
salt  in  this  way  could  never  be  repaid.  It  became^ 
therefore,  a  great  object  to  devise  some  machinery 
by  means  of  which  all  the  useless  ingredients  in  the 
brine  might  be  first  separated  from  it,  and  that  the 
strength  of  the  liquor  itfidf  might  be  augmented,, 
before  it  was  admitted  into  the  pans.  These  preli* 
minary  proceases  it  is  the  object  of  all  the  machiagy 
near  the  well  to  accomplish.  By  means  of  a  water- 
wheel,  the  hdae  is  pumped  up  fiom  the  wdl  to  the 
summit  of  the  fagot  pile,  and  conveyed  into  a  long 
leiervoir,  whoice  it  drains  into  another  similar  re- 
servoir at  a  short  distance  beneath  it  The  brine, 
after  depositing  a  quantity  of  mud  in  both  these 
leopptaclesj  is  then  allowed  to  trickle  through  Ae 
hnmrhes  of  Uack  thom,  upon  which  it  leaves,  a 
Ipreat  quantity  of  oxide  of  iron.  It  &lls  into  cia- 
tems  below,  whence  it  is  again  pun^ied  up,  to 
undergo  a  rqp^tition  of  the  same  system  of  puiificiu 
tkiBf  until  at  length  it  is  canducted  into  the  pans 
in  such  a  state  as  to  yidd  a  large  proportiaii  of 
salt  upon  comparatively  leaaonafak  teni&  Eveiy 
two  yean  the  pQa  of  fafpAB  la  xcoewed;  the  st^ 
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lactite  matter  upon  the  old  fagots  is  broken  off, 
and  is  used  for  the  formation  and  repair  of  roads, 
and  the  wood  itself  is  burnt.  The  ashes,  from  the 
quantity  of  alkali  which  they  contain,  make  an 
cKcelloit  manure.  I  should  add,  that  the  gallery 
which  runs  between  the  upper  and  lower  reservoirs 
farms,  of  a  warm  day,  a  very  refreshing  walk,  on 
account  of  its  great  coolness,  a  quality  it  owes,  I 
presume,  to  the  temperature  of  the  brine,  which 
would  seem  to  have  yielded  up  all  its  natural  heat 
to  the  gas  it  had  left  below. 

Understanding  that  Sir  Charks  Morgan  and  his 
celebrated  lady  had  been  in  Eissingen  (oc  same 
weeks,  I  went  to  call  upon  them,  and  regretted  to 
find  that,  although  she  had  benefited  from  the  use 
of  the  baths,  the  three  or  four  ftfevious  ungenial 
days  had  brought  on  ardapse  of  her  complaint  and 
prevented  her  from  bdng  visible;  the  fdlowing 
day,  however,  being  more  favoumUe^  I  met  her 
breathing  the  fresh  air  on  the  promenade.  Sh% 
spoke  very  highly  of  Eissingen  and  its  waters,  and 
of  the  pleasant  society  which  Ae  had  enjoyed 
while  sojouming  belt.    I  talked  to  her  of  her  ear- 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


264  BOCKLBT. 

lier  novels,  which  I  well  iraiembeied  to  have  read, 
when  a  boy,  with  great  delight.  She  said  that  she 
had  written  her  first  work  before  she  was  fourteen 
years  old. 

There  is  a  very  pleasant  watering-place  near 
Kissingen,  named  Bocklet,  which  we  were  desirous 
of  visiting ;  but  on  the  day  which  we  had  intended 
to  devote  to  that  purpose  no  machine  of  any  sort 
was  to  be  had  in  Kissingen,  it  being  one  of  the 
days  fixed  by  custom  for  the  emigration  thither  of 
the  visitors  of  the  latter  place.  The  whole  morn- 
ing nothing  was  heard  but  the  sounds  of  carriage 
wheels  and  the  cracking  of  drivers^  whips ;  Eissin- 
gen,  so  gay  and  crowded  the  day  before,  appeared 
to  have  been  suddenly  transformed  into  a  desert. 
We  regretted  our  disappointment,  as  we  bad  heard 
a  great  deal  about  the  natural  beauties  of  Bocklet 
and  its  environs.  As  a  spa,  it  is  reputed,  by  com- 
petent authorities,  to  possess  many  qualities  which, 
though  less  energetic  in  their  action,  are  found,  for 
that  very  reason,  to  be  more  useful  in  some  com- 
plaints than  the  waters  either  of  Kisdngenor 
Bruckenau.  The  springs  of  Bocklet  are  principally 
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chalybeates,  or  steel  waters,  and  are  often  recom- 
mended to  those  patients  who  had  gone  through 
their  course  at  Kissingen,  with  a  view  to  fortify 
the  system.  It  is  no  small  addition  to  the  attrac- 
tions of  Bocklet,  that  the  visitors  there  live  alto- 
gether as  one  family,  and  that  the  table  d^hoie  is 
equally  remarkable  for  its  excellent  adaine  and  the 
economy  of  its  prices.  The  season  begins  in  June 
and  lasts  only  six  or  eight  weeks.  During  that 
period,  the  Archbishop  of  Wurtzburg  usually  re- 
sides at  his  Italian  villa  in  the  neighbourhood.  He 
is  the  lord  of  the  domain. 

As  soon  as  we  could  lay  an  embargo  upon  apost- 
chaise,  we  had  our  portmanteaus  packed  upon  it, 
-and  drove  off  for  Saxe-Meiiiingen,  where  we_  arrived 
early  in  the  evening,  and  took  up  our  quarters  at 
the  Sachischer  Hof,  a  very  spacious  hotel,  which 
appeared  to  me  out  of  all  proportion  with  .the  size 
of  the  town  (containing  about  5,000  inhabitants)^ 
the  more  especiaUy  as  it  is  altogether  out  of  the 
European  highways,  and  very  rarely  visited  by 
tourists  from  any  country.  It  is  situated  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  Werra,  is  the  capital  of  the  duchy 
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of  Saxe-MeiniDgeny  and  is  the  winter  reaidciioe  of 
the  duke,  who,  I  need  scaicdy  add,  is  brother  of 
Adelaide,  queen  dowager  of  EngfaukL  She  was 
bom  here. 

The  town  is  nearly  encircled  by  woody  hills^ 
presenting,  as  incleed  does  the  whole  of  the  ducal 
territory,  a  quiet  and  seduded  aspect,  bovderii^ 
partly  upon  the  Black  Forest,  partly  in  the  great 
ferest  of  Thuringia.  There  is  in  the  town  a  sd>o. 
lastic  institution,  which  is  said  to  be  wdl  conducted; 
thetennsforeducation  are  moderate.  The  Grerman, 
as  spoken  here,  is  reputed  to  be  remarkably  pure, 
and  the  means  of  living,  including  oomfortaUe 
apartments,  are  understood  to  be  more  economical 
than  in  many  other  parts  of  northern  Qer- 
many. 

The  Infaabitants  of  Meiningen  axe  ahnoat  all  Lu- 
therans, with  the  exception  of  the  Jews,  who  fosm 
an  important  body  hare,  and  have  recently  con- 
alrueted  a  new  quarter,  aspiring  to  magnificeace. 
The  houses  axe  numerous,  lofty,  and  in  a  unifiam 
atyle  of  Italian  axchitectuxe.  Thegxound-floorsaie 
diicAy  used  as  diops  and  whoUaale  warehoases,  fir 
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the  8ale  of  dothi,  ailks,  ahawk,  BdMinian  glaaa- 
-waie^  and  jewellery.  Prepantionft  were  going  on 
for  fresh  additions  to  these  edifices^  the  hand* 
aomest  I  have  seen  anywhere  belonging  to  the 
Hebrews. 

Through  the  whde  town,  which  has  quite  a 
German  aspect,  a  deep  stream  of  water  is  conducted 
for  the  convenienoe  of  the  inhabitants.  It  runs 
oear  the  treiiobr^  and  is  covered  with  boards^  The 
church  is  a  very  aadent  one ;  the  altar  stiU  re- 
mains, just  as  it  was  in  Catholic  times,  with  a  cru- 
cifix upon  it,  and  candlesticks.  In  the  latter  were 
candles,  and  vases  of  newly  gathered  flowers  were 
arranged  between  them.  Behind  tlie  altar  are  some 
curious  monuments,  with  figures  of  knights  in  ar* 
mour  upon  them.  They  date  from  about  1540 ; 
but  unfortunately,  with  a  degree  of  taste  for  which 
there  is  no  accounting,  they  have  been  all  white- 
washed  ov^ !  We  saw  here  several  daubs  of  Lur 
theran  clergymen ;  the  Conmion  Prayer  Book  as 
arranged  by  Luther,  printed  in  1745,  and  a  crucifix 
bearing  an  image  of  the  Redeemer,  with  a  crucifix 
on  each  side.    We  were  shewn  in  the  sacristy  s^ 
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veral  old  Catholic  utensils  and  ornaments  and  two 
or  three  suits  of  vestments.  Our  guide,  the  daugli« 
ter  of  the  sexton,  gave  us  to  understand  that  the 
most  valuable  curiosities  of  the  church  were  locked 
up  in  an  iron  cabinet,  inserted  in  the  wall.  The 
key  of  this  depository  being  produced  in  a  rusty 
condition,  which  evidently  shewed  that  it  had  not 
been  used  for  many  a  year,  we  applied  it  to  the 
lock,  but  it  broke  in  the  process,  and  there  we  were 
obliged  to  leave  it,  without  being  able  to  gratify 
our  eyes  with  a  view  of  the  treasures  within.  The 
pulpit  is  handsome,  and  the  organ  splendid  ;  but 
the  nave  is  quite  spoiled  by  the  introduction  of 
pews  and  side  galleries,  painted  in  the  plainest 
manner,  and  giving  to  the  interior  of  this  fine 
edifice  the  appearance  of  a  conventicle. 
*  The  old  town  wears  a  pleasing  aspect,  as  looked 
at  from  the  end  opposite  to  the  church.  The  green 
hills  around  it  are  seen  from  that  point  to  great  ad- 
vantage, and  shady  trees  make  their  way  from  the 
rural  environs  into  the  cross-streets,  which  rdieve 
the  sombreness  that  would  have  otherwise  prevailed. 
The  church,  with  its  lofty  tower,  comes  out  weU  in 
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i 
the  picture  ;    our  hotel  also  added  to  the  scfne  its 

dignified  front,  graced  with  the  ducal  arms;  be- 
hind it  there  is  a  mill,  in  which  the  com  is  first 
pounded,  and  then  ground  in  the  usual  way. 

The  morning  after  our  arrival  our  landlord  kindly 
supplied  us  with  a  carriage  to  take  us  to  see  the 
new  castle,  which  the  duke  has  been  engaged  since 
1834  in  erecting.  It  is  situated  upon  the  summit 
of  a  lofty  hill,  about  three  English  miles  from  Mei- 
ningen,  and  partly  on  the  site  of  an  old  castle 
belonging  to  the  family,  which  was  destroyed  many 
years  ago  by  lightning.  A  large  fragment  of  the 
ancient  wall  still  remains,  nearly  prostrated,  and 
rent  from  top  to  bottom  by  the  electric  fluid.  The 
new  edifice  is  in  the  Gothic  style.  The  external 
walls  were  already  very  nearly  finished, and  workmen 
were  busily  occupied  in  completing  the  ornaments 
of  the  interior,  all  of  which  appeared  to  me  to  be 
designed  according  to  the  best  models. 

The  ball-room  is  spacious  and  beautiful;  its 
fretted  roof  is  richly  gilt.  There  were  several 
windows  here  of  painted  glass,  prepared  to  be  put 
np  in  the  rooms  for  which  they  were  intended. 
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Some  were  executed  by  EeUner,  of  Nurembeig,  m 
1888.  One  of  these  repieseated  the  death  of  the 
UeBsed  Virgin.  A  bishop  in  his  mitre  is  seen 
putting  in  Iier  hand  a  lighted  taper— hi  subject,  by 
the  bye,  for  which  neither  histcxy  nor  tradition 
affords  the  slightest  authority,  the  more  approved 
belief  being  that  the  mother  of  the  Redeemer 
ascended  to  heaven.  Others  of  these  windows 
i^peared  from  their  dates  to  have  been  painted  in 
the  yearis  157S  and  1575.  One  exhibited  a  Swiss 
scene,  with  peasants  shooting  at  marks — another 
the  passage  of  the  Bed  Sea  by  the  Isradites,  led  by 
Moses  and  pursued  by  the  Egyptians.  Through 
a  break  in  the  clouds  appeared  Christ  and  his 
apostles. 

The  situation  of  this  castle  conunands  a  pano- 
rama of  rare  beauty,  consisting  of  villages,  undu- 
lating hills,  smiling  valleys,  patches  of  woodland, 
corn-fields,  and  tracts  of  heaths,  through  whidi 
winds  the  Werra  in  so  lazy  a  course,  that  a  magni- 
ficent lake  might  be  easily  formed  of  it,  which 
would  be  a  most  important  addition  to  the  soeneiy. 
The  hills  also  want  planting,  so  as  to  give  them  a 
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iDore  ptrk4]ke  appeanmoe.  An  Eogliah  cr  Sootdi 
landscape  gardener  of  taste  would  in  a  few  yean 
convert  this  place  into  a  paradise,  altbou^  it  is 
▼ery  probable  that  some  visitors  would  prefer  to 
have  it  left  just  as  it  is.  We  were  informed  by  the 
superintendent  of  the  works,  that  we  were  only  the 
second  English  party  that  had  ever  seen  this  castle 
— so  much  is  Meiningen  out  of  the  way  of  our 
summer  tourists.  We  were  accompanied  on  our 
excursion  by  the  son  of  our  host,  a  weUJooking^ 
intelligent,  and  very  i^reeable  young  man.  He 
spoke  English  well,  and  had  nearly  finished  bia 
education  at  one  of  the  German  universities. 

We  had  no  difficulty  in  finding  admission  to  the 
duke's  winter  palace,  an  extensive,  patched-up  sort 
of  building,  some  two  hundred  years  old.  The 
picture-gallery  contains  a  considerable  number  of 
works,  with  very  few  exceptions,  of  no  great  merit. 
It  is  shewn  by  a  female  servant,  who  has  a  written 
catalogue,  which  she  is  particularly  scrupulous  in 
not  allowing  to  pass  out  of  her  own  hand.  Nor 
does  she  venture  to  affirm  that  it  is  absolutely  cor- 
rect as  to  the'  names  of  the  artists  it  assigns  to 
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several  of  the  pictures.  She,  however,  goes  through 
her  task  in  the  most  dvil  and  obliging  manner. 

In  the  course  of  our  hasty  examination,  I  was 
particularly  struck  by  a  painting  of  a  monk  in  his 
cell  contemplating  the  crucifix  by  torch-light ;  a 
skaiting  scene  by  Vandermeer ;  a  portrait  of  the 
Virgin  and  child,  by  Leonardo  da  Vinci ;  a  group 
comprehending  Hercules  and  Nymphale,  Cupid 
and  Vetius,  the  latter  wearing  a  double  masque, 
one  representing  a  death^s  head,  the  other  the  pro- 
file of  the  goddess ;  an  uncommonly  fine  old  head ; 
a  portrait  of  Sobieski ;  a  philosopher  reading ;  a  man 
pouring  some  soothing  liquid  upon  a  swollen  hand, 
and  a  peasant  drinking  wine  from  a  tall  glass 
with  so  much  eagerness  as  to  display  the  muscles 
of  his  throat  in  strong  action.  The  floor  of  the 
gallery  is  composed  of  very  handsome  variegated 
marbles,  and  there  is  in  it  scarcely  a  window  which 
does  not  present  a  charming  view  of  hills,  pleasure 
gardens,  and  villas. 
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CHAPTER  XXIII. 

Law  of  the  Road.  Exorbitant  Bill.  Statiatics  of  tiie  Dochj. 
Its  Diet.  Eilwagen  for  Gotha.  Morning  Soene.  Diaappoint- 
ments.  Vezationa.  Departure.  Our  Route.  Scenery.  Ben- 
ahanaen.  Threatened  Elopement.  German  Student.  Forest 
of  Thnringia.  Town  of  Meliaa.  English  Workmen.  Iron 
Mines.  Langnage  of  the  Miners.  Ash  Cardi,  Admirable 
Road.  Scenea  from  Mountain  Top.  The  Dneal  Hunting-Seat. 
Abnndance  of  Game.  Our  Drire  tfarongh  the  Forest.  Hay- 
makers.   Blue  Stockings. 

We  made  inquiries  about  a  voiture,  with  a  view 
to  proceed  at  our  ease  upon  our  journey ;  but  we 
were  informed  by  *^mine  host^s^  son,  that  it  was  a 
law.  of  the  duchy,  that  a  traveller  who  arrives  in 
Meiningen  by  a  post-chaise,  cannot  leave  it  by  a 
voiture  until  after  he  has  been  two  full  days  in  the 
town.  This  is  certainly  the  most  curious  specimen 
of  legislation  for  the  road  I  had  before  heard  of; 
and  one  so  little  calculated  to  attract  viators  to 

VOL.  II.  T 
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MeiiuDgen,  that  it  very  much  lessened  my  surprise 
at  this  place  being  so  rarely  frequented  by  foreigners. 
Another  still  stronger  motive  for  leaving  this  town 
out  of  a  traveller'^s  route  is,  the  enormous  bill  which 
would  be  presented  to  him  upon  his  departure  from 
the  Sachischer  Hcf*  Our  beds  were  very  good,  and 
our  two  dinners  unexceptionable.  But  we  were 
only  two  nights  and  one  day  in  the  house,  and  our 
bill  amounted  to  upwards  of  thirty  shillings 
English.  In  Grermany,  and  especially  in  one  of  its 
cheapest  districts  for  every  necessary  of  life^  this 
was  a  scale  of  charge  railly  exorbitaiit.  It  was 
moreover  exclusive  of  service  I 

The  Duchy  of  Sax^Meiningen  contains  six 
provinces,  148,900  Lutherans,  1,080  Jews,  460 
Cathdies,  884  members  of  the  <^  tefbrmed  diurch^^ 
three  gymnasiums  and  classical  sdxiols ;  a  semintfy 
far  sdiool-masters,  a  sdiool  for  foresters^  seventeen 
town  schodfl,  and  SIS  viDage  sdiools.  Its  inoome 
amounts  to  about  1,851,669  florins  (a  florin  is 
1#.  8d  English) ;  its  annual  expenditure  admitting 
of  a  yearly  reserve  of  85^000  florins,  is  equal  to  its 
revenue;  and  its  national  debt  amounts  to  upwards 
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4jt  SfiOOiOOO  of  Aotins,  the  interest  of  wbicb,  as 
wd  as  an  annuid  appropriatioii  for  a  sinking  ftaidy 
ate  induded  in  the  expeiHiiture.  Its  contingent  to 
the  army  of  the  Confederacy  is  1,150  men.  ^  Tfie 
government  is  a  Gonstitational  monarchy ;  the  new 
fdndamental  law  is  dated  August  S8,  18S9.  The 
diet  is  composed  of  twenty-four  members,  eight 
diosen  horn  the  dass  of  seignorial  landowners, 
eight  from  the  chiss  of  citiasens,  and  eight  from  that 
of  peasants.  It  must  be  convoked  once  in  three 
years,  and  can  be  convoked  only  by  the  duke. 
During  the  recesses,  the  functions  of  the  diet  are 
exercised  by  the  marshal,  two  presidents  and  syndics. 
A  substitute  for  the  deputy  is  always  chosen  with 
4he  latter.  AU  independent  fkthers  of  fieunilies  are 
craters,  such,  at  least,  who  ate  Christians,  and  who 
liilfil  the  duties  of  citizens.  A  candidate  for  the 
at psesentation  of  a  town,  or  of  the  peasants,  must 
pay  fifben  doUan  in  direct  tasces,  annually.  The 
dqpntieB  of  the  landed  pvoprietors  must  be  twenty^* 
five  years  old.  On  ihe  motion  of  any  deputy,  the 
'votes  of  the  diet  may  be  given  secfctly."* 

*  See  Mr.  Bisset  Raw1l:fiu's  Gennany, 
t2 
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Being  indiqx>sed  to  piolong  our  stay  at  Meu»- 
ingeiiy  we  inquired  when  the  earlist  eilwagen  would 
Ml  out  for  Grotha,  and  were  infiMrmed  at  our  hotel, 
dial;  it  would  depart  for  that  destination  at  four 
o'clock  on  the  foUowiug  morning— a  piece  of  iu- 
telligeDoe  altogether  destitute  of  truth,  as  we  found 
to  our  very  great  inconvenience.  Being  resolved, 
however,  to  be  at  the  office  in  good  time,  we  wexe 
there  befwe  the  hour  mentioned,  with  all  our  lug- 
gage. The  bureau  was  shut— not  a  soul  stirring 
anywhere.  The  moon  was  shining  out  in  all  her 
lustre,  rivalled  by  that  of  the  day  star,  which  was 
rapidly  mounting  in  the  heavens.  A  busy  mill 
was  already  going  near  us.  The  light  in  the  dial 
glass  of  the  clock  in  the  church  tower  was  as  yet 
unextinguished.  The  shades  of  night  were  fiut 
rising  from  the  distant  hills,  and  as  the  day 
advanced,  here  and  there  appeared  men  going  to 
work.  Early  housewives  came  with  their  pitchers 
to  the  neighbouring  fountain  for  water.  Figecma 
flew  about  in  great  numbers,  and  a  bat  or  two 
wheeled  above  our  heads,  but  still  not  a  creature 
was  visible  at  our  bureau.     The  tower  clock  told 
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four,  and  five,  and  still  no  sign  of  animation  at  the 
bureau. 

We  poured  out  no  Uessings  upcm  the  hotel 
servants  who  so  unnecessarily  deprived  us  of  our 
two  and  a  half  hours'  lawful  repose ;  it  was  no 
yeiy  pleasant  occupation  to  be  walking  up  and 
down  the  lonely  street  at  so  early  an  hour  in  the 
morning,  in  momentary  expectation  of  a  diligence, 
of  which  the  sound  of  its  carriage  wheels  could 
not  even  yet  be  heard  in  the  distance. 

At  length,  about  half-past  five,  the  shutters  ci 
the  post-ofiice  window  were  opened,  a  diligence 
was  drawn  out  of  the  yard,  portmanteaus,  boxes, 
carpet-bags,  &c.,  were  piled  upon  it.  Certun^  that 
this  was  to  be  our  vehicle,  we  desired  the  porter 
to  put  up  our  luggage  also,  and  went  into  the 
office  to  pay  for  our  places;  but  we  were  soon 
apprized  by  the  bool^-keeper  that  this  diligence 
was  going  altogether  in  an  opponte  direction,  and 
so  we  were  once  more  left  to  resume  our  **  patient 
faabit.*^  The  passengers  were  speedily  in  their 
seats,  the  horses  put  to,  and  off  they  trotted  with 
a  velocity  which  we  quite  envied.     The  cracking 
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cf  the  jofttilionB*  whips,  and  the  ioud  well  of  the 
wheels  as  they  entered  on  the  paved  road  of  the 
town,  now  announced  the  appraadi  of  another 
diligence^  but  it  rattled  by  our  office  to  a  diataiit 
part  of  the  town  widi  its  ni^^ii-capped  panengars 
all  fast  asleep,  except  ooe^  who^  rubbing  his  ejm^ 
looked  drowsily  out  of  the  window. 

We  were  by  no  means  certain  c{  our  places,  m- 
the  diligeoce  in  which  we  expected  to  travd  was 
to  come  from  another  town,  and  it  mi^it,  or 
wight  not  be  full;  however  fortune  deigned  in 
her  good  time  to  smile  upon  us;  the  eilwagen,. 
for  Gotha,  arrived  at  six  o^dock,  having  plenty 
of  room  to  spare;  our  eflfects  were  stowed  away; 
so  also  were  we,  p^fectly  tired  of  our  moraingV 
pedestrian  exercise,  and  in  a  short  time  we  bad 
the  pleasure  of  leaviog  the  exorUtant  Sachiacher 
Hofj  and  the  inhoqaitdble  laws  of  Meiaingett 
behind  lus. 

Our  route  conducted  ns  between  a  double  line 
of  hills,  which  closely  approached  eadi  other  tar 
a  while,  th^i  opened  and  allowed  ua  to  oaftch 
▼iews  of  aome  very  pretty  hamletSy  and  bodi  vm 
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our  right  and  left  dfidivities  well  wooded;  We 
4idiraDoed  then  into  a  jnore  expanded  tract  of 
ODuntry,  and  beheld  in  the  dirtapoe  xiai^ges  of  hiUs, 
just  puttiag  off  the  mantles  of  yif>our  m  which 
they  had  heen  wzapped  during  the  i^ght  Faasmg 
through  the  lough  road  of  a  village  we  en- 
countered troops  of  goats  with  their  tinkling  bells 
aaaking  their  way  out  of  it.;  then  onward  by 
brooks  winding  rapidly  through  valleys,  sparkling 
in  the  sun,  here  and  there  tumkig  OYer-fih€»t  mills^ 
duough  dense  forests,  by  cottages,  be&re  which 
firewood  was  piled  for  sale — ^by  rirulets  crossed  by- 
rustic  bridges,  upon  which  groups  of  fat  little 
urchins  were  disporting  themselves — by  pastiunges 
wha:e  fine  cattle  were  browsing,  and  corn-fields 
in  whioh  crowds  of  pec^de  w&ce  engaged  in  securing 
the  harvest — ^and  then  a  succession  of  small  ham- 
lets in  which  the  cottages  were  wholly  constructed 
of  wood  and  filmed  in  the  Swiss  fashion* 

We  stopped  for  a  few  minutes  at  Benshausen 
to  take  ooflfee.  The  gast  haus  presented  every  ap- 
pearance of  comfort,  and  it  had  for  its  chief 
ornaments   a  comely   hostess,  and   one   of  the 
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prettiest  little  girls  I  ever  saw;  she  was  about 
five  years  old,  and  during  our  brief  acquaintance 
she  (engaged  herself  so  much  with  me,  that  she 
would  have  been  quite  contented  to  have  eloped 
with  us  in  the  diligence!  Many  merchants  live 
about  here,  who  collect  stores  of  wine  from  all 
the  northern  parts  of  Germany,  and  firom  this 
place  despatch  them  to  Saxony,  Poland,  and  else- 
where. 

Quitting  Benshausen,  where,  by  the  bye,  we  took 
in  a  firesh  passenger,  a  young  man  who  spoke 
enough  of  English  to  make  himself  intelligible  to 
us,  and  was  then  upon  his  way  back  to  his 
university  to  proceed  with  his  education,  we  en- 
tered at  once  upon  the  great  forest  of  Thuringia, 
where  the  King  of  Saxony,  and  the  Dukes  oi 
Saxe-Meiningen  and  Saxe-Coburg  meet  annually 
to  hunt  the  large  stags  with  double  horns,  whidi 
abound  in  the  depths  of  these  vast  shades.  Nothing 
can  be  more  majestic  than  the  first  view  of  this 
ocean  of  foliage  waving  high  in  air,  and  reaching 
to  a  distance  which  appears  immeasurable. 

We  entered  the  territory  of  Saxe-Coburg  by  the 
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town  of  Meliss,  in  which  numbers  of  English  arti- 
zans  are  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  arms  and 
all  kinds  of  cutlery.  Further  on  is  another  town» 
or  rather  large  village,  in  which  many  of  our  ope- 
ratives are  similarly  engaged.  Nothing  is  to  be 
heard  all  round  but  the  sounds  of  clacking  mills^ 
hammers,  and  sledges.  The  mountains  all  about 
here  abound  in  iron  ore,  and  also,  it  is  said,  in  gold 
and  silver.  The  miners  speak  a  dialect  of  their 
own,  which  the  Grermans  do  not  understand. 

The  women  of  this  neighbourhood  seem  to  have 
a  very  general  fancy  for  cotton  cloaks ;  the  posti- 
lions also  are  fond  of  gay  di'esses,  and  they  all  play 
capitally  upon  the  bugle,  with  which  they  are  by 
no  means  reluctant  to  entertain  their  passengers. 
We  observed  great  stacks  of  bark  collected  by  the 
road  side.  Numbers  of  waggons  well  laden  with 
merchandize  passed  us  by,  presenting  a  busy  and 
commercial  air.  Our  student  fellow-traveller  was 
very  communicative  as  to  every  thing  which  he 
thought  would  interest  us.  Amongst  other  things, 
he  stated  that  the  ash  of  this  country  was  of  a  pe- 
culiarly adhesive  quality ;  so  much  so,  that  small 
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blocks  of  it  were  sawed  bj  very  fine  isstniBKiits 
into  Terj  thin  leayes,  whidi  were  used  as  cards  far 
haying  names  and  addresses  lithognifdied  upon 
them.  He  presented  us  with  his  own  eardy  formed 
from  this  material,  with  his  name  (Itsdbes)  very 
neatly  lettered  upon  it, 

Tlie  road  on  which  we  were  traveUing  was  ad* 
minible;  it  is  the  work  of  the  Duke  of  Saae- 
Coburg,  and  has  only  been  finished  within  the  last 
eight  years;  it  is  fdairted  on  each  side  with  the 
mountain  ash,  and  occariaoally  aaoends  great 
heights,  whence  we  looked  down  upon  woods  ef 
pine  and  upon  beautiful  green  valleys, 
from  the  mystic  recesses  of  the  Thutingian 
We  were  already  2,372  feet  above  the  levd  of  the 
sea ;  and  ascending  stiU,  we  readied  the  summit  of 
a  mountain,  upon  whidi  a  pillar  is  nosed  in  honour 
of  the  reigning  duke  of  Saxe-Coburg.  From' this 
devated  podtkm  we  weoe  enabled  to  survey  the 
tops  of  other  mountains  to  a  very  great  distance, 
until  the  intervention  of  the  great  Sorest  closed  die 
prospect. 

Desoendii^  S^%  ^'^^^^  ^^x^s^  heights,  we  nrnvad 
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at  the  hunting  seat  of  the  ducal  family,  a  very 
modest  rustic  building,  with  a  number  of  out- 
offices  adjoining  it,  for  the  accommodation  of  a 
large  stud  of  horses,  with  which  the  duke  supplies 
his  numerous  guests  in  the  hunting  season.  It  is 
aaid  that  as  many  as  three  hundred  stags  are  often 
met  with  together,  feeding  in  the  forest.  Our  pos- 
tilion pointed  out  a  chamber  in  the  lodge,  which  he 
said  was  usually  occupied  by  Prince  Albert  when- 
ever he  sojourned  here.  The  walls  of  the  lodge 
are  abundantly  decorated  with  remarkably  large 
stag^homs,  the  trophies  of  many  a  victory  in  these 
forest  wars. 

The  number  of  our  passengers  had  increased  so 
much  on  the  way,  that  a  post-carriage  was  added, 
in  which  we  were  invited  to  take  our  places,  if  we 
preferred  it  to  the  eilwagen ;  an  offer  which  we 
gladly  accepted,  as  some  of  our  companions  in  the 
larger  vehicle  were  indefatigable  in  the  use  of  their 
pipes.  We  descended  from  the  mountain  by  a  zig- 
zag road,  exceedingly  well  constructed,  and  as  soon 
as  we  reached  the  level  below,  the  postilions  set 
off  at  a  quickened  pace.    There  were  four  horses 
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attached  to  the  eilwagen;  it  was  an  interestiDg 
flight  to  see  them,  with  their  riders  dressed  in  gay 
red  jackets,  run  on  before  us  into  the  darkness  of 
the  forest,  the  postilions  sounding  their  bugles 
occasionally,  until  the  notes  were  lost  in  distance. 

Occasionally  villages,  all  a  la  SitUsej  appeared 
in  openings  of  the  forest,  and  also  prairies,  in  which 
women  were  making  hay.  Their  heads  and  faces 
were  protected  from  the  sun  by  large  straw  bon- 
nets, in  square  forms  behind.  The  fragrance  of 
the  new-mown  herbage  was  delicious.  The  fancy 
of  the  women,  in  colours  for  thar  gowns,  aprons, 
and  ribands,  appears  unanimous  in  favour  of  blue. 
I  could  not  see  whether  they  also  sported  blue 
stockings ! 


THE  EKB. 


J.  L.  cox  «  SONS, 

TUlfTBBS  TO  TBX  HONOURABLX  SA8T-INDIA  COMPANY* 

74  dt  75,  GU  Queen  St.  LlncolnVlna  Fields. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


A. 


^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


/ 


HyihMZA 


A 


The  borrower  must  return  this  item  on  or  before 
the  last  date  stamped  below.  If  another  user 
places  a  recall  for  this  item,  the  borrower  will 
be  notified  of  the  need  for  an  earlier  return. 

Non-receipt  of  overdue  notices  does  not  exempt 
the  borrower  from  overdue  fines. 


i 


Harvard  College  Widener  Library 
Cambridge,  MA  02138         617-495-2413 


Please  handle  with  care. 

Thank  you  for  helping  to  preserve 
library  collections  at  Harvard. 


'*! iii-l 

I  I     ;■  :  ,• 


